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Ola Ridley, Taylorville, Illinois, July 18, 1986.

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

Mrs. Ridley, will you please state your full name?

Ola Irene--you want my maiden name?

Yes.

Barnes Ridley.

Barnes. Okay. And what was the time and place of your birth?
Liberal, Missouri, in 1905, May 30.

Okay.

That's old! That's a long time ago. (laughter)
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Where were you . . . was your family from Missouri originally?

A: Yes. I was born there in Missouri. My father was a farmer, farmed,
and we lived on a farm there, close to Liberal, Missouri, until I was oh
I guess I was mtheelghthgxadev\henmmved from there. We moved

] to--well, the farms weren't doing very good and we got out of that--and
we moved to Minimines, Missouri and that's where I finished up my school,
] eighth grade through high school there.

Q: Okay. Well, how big a town was Liberal, Missouri?

A: Oh, gosh, I don't know. It was a pretty good size little town.
0: [Mr. Ridley] About 2,000.

A: What?

Q: Two-thousand?

0: Two thousand.

A: Was that it? Two-thousand I guess. I really don't know, don't
remember ,

Q: Okay.
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A: But then we moved to Minimines which was just a little small place.
It was just a mile from the Kansas line in Missouri.

Q: Did your father do better there?

A: Well, he did hauling like hauling coal and whatever was to be hauled.
He had, at that time they had horses, you know, and he used those horses
and did some hauling. Worked on the railroad. He did odd jobs.

Q: Yes. What are your first early childhood remembrances?

A: Well, I expect five years old would be my first, That's when my
mother died, when I was five. We still lived on a farm then, and I
remember that, We had a rather hard life. We didn't have very much.

The farms there aren't like they are in Illinois, the rich soil, sort of
sandy soil. Could have a failure there any year almost.

Q: Yes.

I went to the country school there, Prairie Star School.
Was that a one-room school?

Yes.

Describe that to me.

Sir?

What was that like?

o r Lo > e P

: Oh, it was nice, real nice. I enjoyed it. Of course, I started
school there and from my first grade up until my eighth grade I went to
school there. My first teacher, first grade teacher, her husband--I mean
her brother married my sister, and they lived just about a quarter of a
mile from us in the country there, I didn't know much about the coal
mines for sure, I just, you know.

Q: Yes. Well, how many children were in that school?

A: Oh, probably . . . oh, you mean in that little school?

Q: In that little school.

A: Oh, there . . ., oh, T don't know, it was from the first through the
eighth grade. Oh, I imagine there was about sixty.

Q: Oh, my! How many teachers were there?
A: One,
Q: Just one teacher to handle sixty kids!
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A: Yes, and she taught all those grades. Of course, we didn't have all
the different subjects that they have now. The curriculum wasn't what it
is now, but reading, writing, and arithmetic.

Yes. Okay.

That was about it.

Yes. Well, how many brothers and sisters did you have?

There were three brothers and five girls in our family,

Where were you located among them? Were you in the middle?

I was third from the baby.

Okay.
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I was one of the younger ones. Well, I was just five when my mother
dJ.ed Then there were two younger than me at that time, and we'd lost
one boy, so there was seven of us left for my father to take care of.

Q: My goodness!

A: So we had kind of a hard time. One of my older sisters quit school
and took care of us, the small children. So she was like a mother to me.

Q: How did your mother die?

A: Well, I don't know. The doctor said it was measles but we never were
satisfied with that. That's what they said it was.

How old was the youngest when she died?

How old was she?

Yes.

Forty.

Well, how old was the youngest child?

Oh, Ten months.

Ten months old.

Yes, ten months.

Well, how did your father get along, what did he do?
Well, he just was good.

- - - R N g

Well, who took care of the kids, your older sister?
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Yes.

She was how old then?
She was about fourteen or fifteen I guess then.

e » o »

Now, did he remarry?

A: No, never did. We asked him one time why he didn't ever remarry, and
he sald well, he could have, but we were all happy and he was afraid
that somethmg might, you know, brmg ing somebody else. Maybe at that
age we might have resented but I don't know if we would. Afterwards, we
certainly wished he had've because we were all gone then and he was

alone.
Q: Yes. Well, how many bedrooms did you have when you moved after you
were five?
| A: After?
| Q: Yes, after you moved from Liberal.
A: Oh, after we mwed from Liberal, from the farm?
Q: Yes.
A: Oh, I don't know, probably three bedrooms. There was only .

two brothers went to work and they were gone. I mean they weren 't fwme,
Just to visit once in awhile. Well, just the girls mostly, at home.

Q: Yes.
A: We had three bedrooms.
Q: So what kind of work did they get, your brothers?

A: Oh, gosh. I don't remember. One worked in a gravel company in
Oregon, went to Oregon.

0: One was a crane operator.

Q: Oh, Okay.

A: What did he say? I didn't hear what he said.
Q: He said one of them was a crane operator.

A: Ch.

O0: In St, Louis.

A

Oh, yes. Yes, he went to St. Louis. Was married and went to St.
Louis,
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Q: Did any other relatives ever move in with you to help out?
A: No.

Q: Okay. Well, how did the housework go? Who made or mended the family's
clothes?

A: Oh, well, my sisters. I had two older at home. One was married, got
married, and there were two older than me that stayed at home and they
did ic.

Q: So they did all the housework and stuff.

MRS

A: Yes. And then after I got older, you know, in the eighth grade, I
was getting old enough that I could help too. Then they went ocut to work
and T was the one that stayedhonearx:lmnttohlghschool I would come
home and fix my dad's supper and my youngest sister's supper , rush back
to school, rush back for basketball practice. We had girl's teams then,
real good teams.

Q: Well, what sort of task did you have to do around the house?

A: Well, regular housework, washing and ironing and cooking. I had to
work.,

PRSP SRS Zesrms s

Q: Yes,
A: There wasn't much to do there, you know, really like there is nowadays.
We just didn't have all the activities like they have now. We played

basketball, just school activities, you know, and they didn't have a lot
of that then

Q: Yes. Since your older sister was only fourteen at that time, did she
do a lot of things like baking bread and camning?

A: Yes, Oh, yes, she baked bread practically every day.

Q: Did she take care of the garden, or did you have a garden?

A: Yes. Well, she and my dad did most of that. Oh, I had to get out
and hoe in the garden, I had to hoe corn, I did all those things, milk
cows. I did all that that you do on a farm when I was younger.

Q: Well, how did you spend your Sundays?

A: Sundays?
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Q: Yes.

A: Usually went to church. Oh, we'd just meet at different houses and
just . . . Idon't know. 'Iherewasntmlch . e

Q: Which church did you go to?
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A: The Christian Church.

Q: Okay. And then afterwards you say you met at different people's
houses?

A: Yes. You know, like a bunch of girls would get together and we'd
just, you know, gab and have fun. Nothing much to do.

Q: Yes.

A: Maybe somebody had a car, but there weren't very many cars either

Yes.

Q
A: You know, young people didn't have cars like they do now.
Q: Yes.

A: Oxe in awhile we'd find somebody with a car and they'd take us for a
ride or something, that was the big thing.

Q: Yes. Well, did you have a happy childhood?

A: Well, yes, really I guess. Didn't have very much, you know, had to
do without a lot of things that maybe some of the other kids would have.
But we understood, there was just too many of us for my dad to work for.
But then we girls started to helping out. We would like babysit and
things for other people. I finished school there in Minden, when we
moved to Minden mines. Then I was married there. I went to Springfield
State--well, at that time it was Springfield State Teacher's College in
Springfield, Missouri. I went there and then was married.

Q: Did you want to be a teacher then?
A: I was going to be, yes. Physical education.
Q: And never had a chance to do that?

A: No. Ididn't go on. At that time, I could have taught without a,

you know, degree., And then our principal moved from the Minden schools

to another school and he told me that if I would stay and go to school

for another year, then I would have a job where he was going, as a physical
education teacher, But I got married and I had a different job.

Q: Well, what age were you when you were married?
A: What age?
Q: Yes.

A: Twenty-one,
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Okay. How long did you go to college then?

Just a . . .

Just a year?

. + . a semester,

Okay. How long had you known your husband then when you married him?
Well, I was in high school when I met him. I guess a year.

About a year.

L Qe r Lo Lo » o

How did you meet?
At a dance. We met at a dance. He came to Minden Mines to the

A
darce. They had dances every Saturday night. That's one of the things

we did go to, and I loved to dance, and he did too. Or he just happened
over there and we met at the dance.

Yes,

Our first date was the seventeenth of March., What is that?
St. Patrick's.

St. Patrick's?

Oh, is it?

> L 2 L

: Yes, That was our first date, St. Patrick's day. We went to the
ance,

u

Normally when you dated after that, what type of things did you do?
That's it, dance.

Just went to the dances. (laughter)

e r L

: That's about all there was to do. Shows, you know, we went to shows
and dances.

Q: Okay. What kind of family did your husband come from?

A: Well, they were miners, most of his . . . well, not all of them, but
his former generations were miners. His grandfather in England, I think
he mined in England didn't he?

0: Yes.

A: And on down, most of them were miners.
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Q: Okay. Well, did you save up money before getting married?

A: No. We didn't have anything. We just got married and we were just
lucky that he had a job, got a job right away. Then the mines went down,
I think went down for about three months at that time, right after we
were married. We went to St. Ilouis. My brother lived in St. Louis and
we went there. We both got jobs there and we were there, it wasn't too
long and when we went back home, the mines had started up again.

Q: Well, where did you live when you moved back there, what kind of
home?

A: Inthe . . .

Q: When you went back to the mine, yes,

A: Oh, we had a nice little house. We rented it, and then Bill, like he
said in his interview there, that he came to Springfield and Ernie Minson
who had gone to school with him in Mulberry, Kansas, saw his name in the
paper as a delegate and so he went to Springfield and they got in touch
with each other, and so that is what brought us to Taylorville. So
really I've lived in Taylorville longer than I ever lived . . .

Q: And where else.

A; . ., , anywhere. So this is home.

Q: Yes. Okay. Describe your children. How many children did you have,
when were they born?

Two.

Okay. Names?

Joamne Corley and Bill Ridley.

Okay. And what years were they born?

> QL »

In February, both in February. Joanne was born the eleventh of
February and Billy was born the second of February.

Q: Okay. What year were they born?
A: Joamne was born in 1932 and Billy in 1934.

Q: Okay. All right, tell me a little bit about the household after you
were married. Who controlled the money?

A; Well, I guess Bill did, I don't know . . . he did T guess. Well, it
seems like at first, when we first came, the mines would work awhile and
then, well, they were just working one or two days a week when we first
came here. And so I got a job then. I worked at the Woolworth store for
the first job I had, and I ended up as a cashier at the telephone company.
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Q: Did you buy new furniture when you first were married?

A: Yes, We bought furniture. We sold that when we came to Illinois, we
sold our furniture and bought a car. We didn't have a car.

Q: Oh.

A: We sold our furniture and bought a car and came out here with $50,
That's all we had. We got an apartment, two-room apartment on West Main,
I think it was seven dollars a . . .

O: Five dollars a week.

A: . . . five dollars a week, yes,

Q: Okay. What about doctor bills and things, did you have a lot of
those?

A: Well, not at first. I was in the hospital for quite a bit. Well,
off and on, nothing serious I guess.

0: We paid the doctor two dollars a month for the whole family.

A: Yes, Had a mine doctor, you know, Dr. Miller. That's when Bill was
in the MW of A.

O: All the miners had checked off their paycheck.

Q: Yes. I heard a lot about Dr. Miller. He must've been a pretty
popular doctor around here.

A: Well, he was the mine doctor.

0: Well, hewasthecompanydoctorandtheyall came to the house to see
you, 'Ihey didn't send you to the hospital, they came to the house to see
you.

I see.

They soon stopped that.
Okay. Well, did you get good friends when you came to Taylorville?

e e R

Oh, wonderful. They're still friends. Of course, the Minson's, now
Ididntkmernieoth.swife Bill knew them. We didn't know them,
but first we got here on Saturday evening and he [Ernie Minson] had told
his wife--was working at an auto shop here, Cornbelt Auto Company, at
that time, and it was down there where the Farm Bureau is right now. It
was a garage, big garage. He had told us that she worked there and to go
there and she would see us, meet us. So we went, she happened to be
home, sick, so we went—-they had an apartment on Cherokee Street--so we
went down there and this lady happened to have an extra room. So we got
that room for that nlght and the next day then we found an apartment,
They were the first one's we met, then the Hardy's, the Sharrocks, the
Fosters.,
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The Hardy's, the Bill Hardy, the mine manager?
John Hardy, John and Margaret.
John, okay.

”'9?.".‘?

And we still have been friends all these years. She s liv in
Callfom:l.a right now, with her granddaughter. But we're still close
friends.

What occupations did most of those friends of yours have?

Q

Miners.

They were mpstly miners.

They were all miners,

Were they members of the management or were they rank and file?
They were . . .

He was the mine manager.

Which one was that?

Johnny.

Johnny, yes.

I worked for him for 22 years.

el Qe @ Lo » Lo R

Yes. Okay. All right. Let's see, what type of things did you and
your friends do when you got together?

A: Oh, we had dances at that time, and we'd all meet at one of our
houses. Then we'd all go to the darce. It was usually about six couples
I'd expect, That's about our main thing that we did. And everybody was
awfully nice to us when we came here, because I didn't know anybody, you
know, and I'd never been away from home, and I got real homesick,

Q: Okay.
A: But we stuck it out and we're still here.

Q: Yes., Okay. All right, I think I'll stop here for a minute. (tape
stopped)

A: After we came, then the mines here weren't working very good either.
0: Yes. We were on strike for six months. |
A: So we had hard times here too, *
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Q: Yes.

A: You couldn't save anything. If you did, you'd spend it all those
months that they were out. You never could save anything.

Q: Well, how did you get by during those months that they were out?

A: Well, we . . . we were renting at that time a furnished apartment,
andhehelpedtheladythatmmedthea partment and we didn't owe any
rent when the mine went back to work. We owed a $135 grocery bill and we
soon paid that off. But it was hard 11v1ng, paying what you, keep you
going, you know, and pay:.ng it back. We just wouldn't have anything
left. (phone rings tape is turned off)

Q: You were talking about going in debt and things during the strikes
and whatever. Was there a certain grocer that you went to?

Yes.

Did he extend you credit?

Yes.

Wo was that?

Ancil Titron. Thelma and Ancil Titron, they were friends of ours.
Red and White Stores.

And they had . . .

Red and White Store.

e Q2o > o »

+ + . the Red and White Store at that time., They formed the Jewel
Shoppmg Center later. Or, she remarried after mister--they separated,
the Titron's did, and she married Floyd .

0: Jewel,

A: . . . Jewel and then they . . . I don't know what you'd say, they
started t:.he Jewel Shopping Center out here. They moved their store out
there, their Red and White Store, and then it was always called the Jewel
Shopping Center.

Q: Did they extend credit to a lot of the other miners too?

A: I imagine they did.

0: Oh, yes, they carried several miners.

A: I'm sure they did.

Q: Were there a lot of other stores that did the same thing, extend
credit to them?
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A: Well, I think yes, They were privately owned stores.
0: Yes, I think they did.

Q: Do you know what some of the names of the stores were and what the
people's that owned them were?

Well, Podeschi had a store, his brother had a store . . .
What was Podeschi's first name?

It was Paul.

Pasco.

Paul Podeschi he had a store.

Paul and Pasco and . . .

Paul had one before Pasco I think, and then Pasco Podeschi.

Tony had a wholesale business down here, grocery wholesale.

Okay.

Oh, there were several stores that gave credit.

Yes. Okay. Were there any stores that helped out the Progressives?
Oh, I don't know about that. I really don't know.

No, not mich around here.

I don't think, you know, Taylorville as a whole were against them.
Well, you see, a business man couldn't take sides.

- RN - TN - S - VR

Yes,

0: That's the poorest thing to do whenever you're in busmess ard they
probably had one, two, or three, somebody. There wasn't too many Progressives
in Taylorville, there was some, but not too many.

Q: Yes. Well, I know out in Langleyville, the Fabri store dealt with
the Progressives.

0: Yes, that's right. But when you're in business, you can't take sides
like that,

Q: No. Okay. All right, let me stop here. (tape turned off momentarily)

A: That was a real nice ladies store.













































