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Ola Ridley, Taylowille, Illinois, July 18, 1986. 

Kevin Coxley, Interviewr. 

MKS. Ridley, will you please state your full name? 

Ola Irene-yau mt my maiden name? 

Yes. 

Barnes Ridley. 

Bames. Okay. And FJhat was the time and place of youz: birth? 

Liberal, Missouri, in 1905, May 30. 

Okay. 

& t ' s  old! That's a long time ago. (laughter) 

hkre =re ylru . . . wm your family from Missouri originally? 

Yes. Iwas born there inMssouwi, My fathex was a Earmer, famed, 
ard w e  lived on a fanu there, close t o  Liberal, Hssouri, until I u m  oh, 
I guess I was in the eighth grade dxn ME mnred from there. bk m e d  
to--ell, the farm w e n ' t  doing very good and KE- got out of that-and 
w e  rmved to b f h h i m s ,  Mssouri and that's where I finished up my school, 
eighth grade through hi& school there. 

Q: Okay. bll, how big a tom w s  Liberal, Mssouui? 

A: Oh, gosh, I don't know. It WB a pretty good size l i t t l e  tom. 

0: [Mr. Ridley1 About 2,000. 

A: Mas that it? lbm-thousand I guess. I really don't know, don't 
r b ,  

Q: Okay. 
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A: But thenErmved toMlJlmme . * *  s which m s  just a little small place. 
It w.s just a mile f rom the Kansas line in Missouri. 

Q: Did your father do better there? 

A: ell, he did hauling like hauling coal and whatever was to  be hauld. 
He had, at that time they had horses, you know, and he used those horses 
and did scam hauling. brked on the railroad, He did odd jobs. 

Q: Yes. What are your f i r s t  early childhood remembrames? 

A: bk11, I expect f ive yeaxs old wuld be ray first, 'Ihat's when my 
mther did, when I m s  five, k still lived on a farm then, and I 
remember that, Ik had a rather hard l i fe .  k didn't have very nuch. 
The farms there aren't  like they are in I l l inois,  the rich so i l ,  sort  of 
sandy soil. Could have a failure there any year almost. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I mt to the country school there, Prairie Star School. 

Q: FIas that a one-room school? 

A: Yes. 

Q: &scribe that to m. 

A: Sir? 

Q: b b a t  was that like? 

A: Ch, it m s  nice, real nice. I enjoyed it. Of course, I star ted 
school there and frm my first grade up until my ei&th grade I wint Qo 
school there, My first teacher, first grade teacher, her husband-I 
her brother mrried my sister, ard they lived just about a quarter of a 
mile frcm us in the country there, I didn't lcnow much about the coal 
mines for sure, I just,  you know. 

Q: Yes. &ll, how m n y  children =re in that school? 

A: Oh, probably , . . oh, you m in that little school? 

Q: In that little school. 

A: Qh, there . . . oh, I don't haw, it m s  from the f i r s t  through the 
eighth grade. Oh, I imagine there w s  about sixty. 

Q: Oh, my! How many teachers =re there? 

Q: Just one teacher to handle sixty kids! 
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A: Yes, and she tau@ a l l  those grades. O f  course, vie didn't have all 
the different: subjects that they have now. 'Ihe curriculum msn't kkrat it 
is now, k t  reading, writing, and aritlrnnetic . 
Q: Yes. Okay, 

A: That a s  about it. 

Q: Yes, Well, how many brothexs and sisters did you have? 

A: There e r e  three brothers and five gi r l s  in our family. 

Q: &xe e r e  yau located m n g  them? Were you in the middle? 

A: I WE third f ram the baby. 

Q: Okay. 

A: I was one of the younger ones. kll, I w s  just five i b n  my mther 
d i d .  Then there =re tw younger than me at that t h ,  and we'd lost 
one boy, so there m s  seven of us left for my father to take care of, 

Q: My goodness! 

A: So ta had kind of a hard th. h e  of my older sisters quit school 
and took care of us, the small children. So she was like a mther to m. 

Q: Jhw did your mther die? 

A: W l l ,  I don't know. 'Ihe doctor said it m s  rreasles h t  w never =re 
satisfied w i t h  that. That's dxit they said it was. 

Hm old w s  the youngest W she died? 

How old was she? 

Yes. 

Forty . 
ell, how old was the youngest child? 

Oh, Ten mnths. 

Ten ~mnths old. 

Yes, ten rmnths. 

%ll, how did your father get along, what did he do? 

Well, he just was g d .  

W e l l ,  tsho took care of the kids, your older sister? 
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A: Yes .  

Q: She m s  how old then? 

A: She was about fourteen or fifteen I guess then. 

Q: Now, did he remrry? 

A: Bb, never did. hk asked him one time why he didn't ever remarry, and 
he said, -11, he could have, kt w m e  all happy and he w afraid 
that m~thiog aright, you know, bringing sm~body else. mybe at that 
age E might have resented ht I don t how if te m l d .  Afterwards, we 
certainly wished he had've because w =re all gone then and he ws 
alone. 

Q: Yes. Well, how m y  bedrooms did you have dm yw rmved after p u  
e r e  five? 

A: After? 

Q: Yes, after you mnred from Liberal. 

A: Oh, after w raved frm Liberal, frm the f a rm?  

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, I don't h o w ,  probably three bedroosns. There was only . . . my 
tw brothers mt to wrk and they -re gone, I m they -rent t ham, 
just to visit  ome in awhile. W 1 ,  just the girls ms t ly ,  a t  h. 

Q: Yes. 

A: We had three bedroom. 

Q: So w h a t  kind of w r k  did they get, your brothers? 

A: Oh, gosh. I don't remadber. CXle wrked in a gavel company in 

0: Qx ws a crane operator. 

Q: oh. Okay. 

A: W t  did he say? I didn't k 

Oregon, k t  to Oregon. 

h t  h e said. 

Q: He said one of them - a crane operator, 
A: &* 

0: In St, buis. 

A: Oh, yes. Yes, he wnt  to  St.  Louis. Was married and mt to  St. 
LQuis. 
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Q: Md any other relatives ever w e  in with you to help out? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay. W11, haw did the b e w x k  go? lib d e  or mended the hdly's 
clothes? 

A: m, =l l ,  my sisters. I had tm older at horn. me was mid,  got 
married, a d  there =re t m  older than ~~le that stayed at hoIIle a d  they 
did it. 

Q: So they did all the huusewrk and stuff. 

A: Yes. And then after I got older, you know, in the ei&th grade, I 
was getting old emu& &t I c d d  help too. Then they mnt ast to wrk 
and I was the one that stayed hom a d  mt to hi& school. I would corne 
horn and fix my dad ' s supper and my youngest sister ' s supper, rush back 
to school, rush back for basketball practice, We had girl's teams then, 
r d  pcd teams. 

Q: bk11, that: sort of task did you have to do a r d  the house? 

A: Well, regular b e m r k ,  mshing and ironing and cooking. I had t o  
wxk. 

Q: Yes. 

A: lhexe wsn' t rmch to do there, y m  know, really like there i s  madays. 
I& just didn't h e  all  the activities like they have m. kk played 
basketball, just school aztivities , you b o w ,  a d  they didn't have a lot 
of that then. 

Q: Yes. S h e  your older sister w s  only Eourteen at that time, did she 
do a lot of things l i k e  baking bread and canning? 

A: Yes. Oh, yes, she baked br& practically every day. 

Q: Did she take care of the garden, or did you have a garden? 

A: YRs. Wl, she and my dad did mst of that. Oh, I had to get out 
and hoe in the garden, I had to hoe corn, I did al l  those things, milk 
cows. I did all that that you do on a farmwhen I was younger. 

Q: W l l ,  haw did you spad your Szndays? 

Q: Yes, 

A: Usually tent b church. a, w 'd just e t  at different houses and 
just . . . I don't how, There wsn't nuch . . . 
Q: U h  church did you go to? 
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Q: Okay, And then afterwards you say you mt at different people's 
houses? 

A: Yes. YQU Imaw, like a bunch of girls d d  get together d m'd 
just, you W ,  gab and have b. Nothing rmch to do, 

Q: Yes. 

A: Maybe smebady had a car, but there ~ r e n ' t  very many cars either 
then. 

Q: Yes. 

A: You h o w ,  young people didn't have cars like they do now. 

Q: Yes. 

A: CL'lce in d l e  ~ ' d  £ind -body wi&  a car a d  they'd take us k x  a 
ride or samzthing, that ~3 the big thimg. 

Q: Yes. W e l l ,  did you have a happy childhood? 

A: &ll, yes, really I guess. Didn't have very rtwh, you hm, had to 
do without a lot of things that mybe same of the other kids muld have. 
But w urderstood, there ws just too rmny of us for my dad to work k, 
Ebt thm w girls started to helping out. WE m l d  like babysit and 
things for other people. I finished school there in Mind=, hen w? 
wed to Minden mines, Then I ms married there. I wnt to Sprhgfield 
S t a t e - d l ,  at  that time it w s  Springfield State Teacher's College in 
Springfield, Missouri. I mt there and then m s  married. 

Q: Did yrw umt to be a teacher then? 

A: I m s  go* to be, yes. Physical education. 

Q: Ard newer had a charm to do that? 

A: No. I didn't  go on. A t  that time, I could have taqjht wi-t a, 
you haw, degree. And then our principal mved £ran the Minden schools 
to another school and he told rn that if I wuld stay and go to school 
for year, then I wdd have a job FJhere he w s  going, as a physical 
education teacher, But I got married and I had a different job, 

Q: Well, &at age m e  you &en you *re rrtarried? 

A: %at age? 

Q: Yes. 
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Q: Okay. How long did you go to college then? 

A: Just a . . . 
Q: Just a year? 

A: Well, I was in hi& school when I mt him. I guess a year. 

0: About ayear. 

A: At a dance. met at a dance. Ele came to Wen Mines to the 
dame. They had dances every Saturday ni&t. That's o m  of the things 
w did g to, and I lwed to dance, and he did too. Or he just happened 
over there and R net at the dance. 

Q: Yes, 

A: CXlr first date w s  the seventeenth of M c h .  h t  is that? 

0: St. Patxick's. 

A: St .  Patrick's? 

Q: Oh, is it? 

A: Yes, Zhat w s  our first date, St. Patxick's day. bk wmt to the 
dame, 

Q: brmal ly  when you dated after that, h a t  t y p  of things did you do? 

A: That's it, dame, 

Q: Just e n t  to the dames. (laughter) 

A: That's about all there m s  to do. h s ,  ycxl how, writ to S- 
and dances. 

Q: Ckay. b h a t  k i d  of family did your husband care from? 

A: Well, they -re miners,  mst of his . . . ell, not all of them, ht 
his fmmr generations =re miners. U s  grardfather in England, I think 
he m i n d  in %Land didn't he? 

0: Yes. 

A: And on down, mst of thmwre miners, 
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Q: Okay, kll, did you save up wney before getting married? 

A: No. We didn't have anything. & just got m i e d  and = =re just 
lucky that he had a job, got a job right m y .  'Ihen the mhes mt dam, 
I think mt dom E m  about three mnths at  that t h ,  ri&t after  vie 
=re married. bk wmt to St. 'Louis. My bra* lived in St. Louis and 
T ~ R  mt there. kk both got jobs there ard w viere there, it msn't too 
long ard when vie e n t  back h, the mines had started up again. 

Q: Well, *re did ywu l ive you l~lwed back there, what k i d  of 
home? 

Q: W e n  you writ back to the mine, yes. 

A: Oh, w e  had a nice little h e .  k rented it, and then B i l l ,  lik he 
said in his interview there, that he carte to  Springfield ard E r n i e  Mimon 
dm had gone to school with him in k lber ry ,  Kansas, saw his JXUE in the 
paper as a delegate d so he went to  Springfield and they got in taw3h 
with each other, and so that is &at brou&t us to Taylorville. So 
really I 've lived in Taylorville longer than I ever lived . . . 
Q: Ard &ere else. 

A: . . . anywhere. So this is b. 

Q: Yes. Okay. kscribe your children. How m y  children did you b e ,  
dm =re they born? 

Q: Okay. k s ?  

A: Joarvne Corley and B i l l  Ridley . 
Q: Okay. And a t  years Ere they born? 

A: In February, both in February. Joanne m s  born the eleventh of 
February ard Billy was born the second of February, 

Q: Okay. What year -e they bmn? 

A: Joanne was born in 1932 and Billy in 1934. 

Q: Okay. A l l  right, tell me a l i t t l e  bit about the household after you 
were mrried. b h  controlled the mmey? 

A: Well, I guess B i l l  did. I don't how . . . he did I guess. Wll ,  it 
seems like a t  first, when w first cam, the mines m l d  wrk awhile a d  
then, ~ 1 1 ,  they m e  just  wrking one or two days a wek dm R f i r s t  
case here. And so I got a job k. I w r k d  at the kolmrth store for 
the first job I had, and I I d  up as a cashier at the telephone ccmpany. 
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Q: Did you buy new furniture d m  you first -re mid? 

A: Yes. We boq&t furniture. k sold that when w C- to I l l h i s ,  = 
sold our furniture and bought a car. bh didn't have a car. 

Q: Oh. 

A: k sold our furniture and bought a car and cam out here w i t h  $50. 
'Ihat's all w had. We got an a p a r m t ,  tva-roan apartmnt on kst  &in. 
I think it w s  seven dollars a . . . 
0: F'ive dollars a ~ e k .  

A: . . . five dollars a wek, yes. 

Q: Okay. What about doctor bi l l s  and things, did you h e  a lot of 
those? 

A: U l l ,  not at first. I m s  in the hospital for quite a b i t .  U l l ,  
off a d  on, nothing serious I guess. 

0: We paid the doctor tm dollars a m t h  for the tJhole M l y .  

A: Yes. Idad a mine doctor, you how, Dr. Miller. That's when B i l l  was 
in the IMW of A. 

0: All  the miners had checked off their paycheck. 

Q: Yes. I heard a lot about Dr. Miller. He rmst 've been a pretty 
popular doctor around here, 

A: Well, he - the mine  doctor. 

0: Fkll, hews thecompany doctor and theyall  carre to t h e b e  to see 
you. 'Ihey didn't s d  you to the hospital, they cam to the house to see 
you= 

Q: I see. 

0: They soon stopped that. 

Q: Okay. k l l ,  did p u  get good £ r M s  whm you came to Taylowille? 

A: Oh, wder£ul. They're still friends. O f  course, the Mimon's, now 
I didn't luww Ernie or his wife. Bill h e w  than. hk didn't know h, 
but *st = got here on Saturday evening and he [Ernie Mimon] had told 
his wife-was wxking at an auto shop here, Cornbelt Auto Company, at 
that time, and it tas do- there where the Farm b e a u  is  ri&t now. It  
was a garage, big garage. I-k had told us fb t  she mrked there and to go 
there ard she d d  see us, maet us. % we wmt, she happened to be 
how, sick, so e wnt--they had an aparbnent on CZlerokee Street--so ve 
want dowz there and this lady happened to b e  an extra roan. So e got 
tha t  room fm that n igh t ,  and the next &y then R found an aparbrent, 
l b y  w e  the first one's w met, then the Hardy's, the Sharrocks, 
Fosters. 
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Q: 7h.e Hardy's, the Bill Hardy, the mine manager? 

A: John Hardy, John and Margaret. 

Q: John, okay. 

A: A d  w s t i l l  have been kids all these years. 

frMs.  
liV? in California x i a t  now, w i t h  her grarddau&W. But: we're still c ose 

Q: bhat occupations did m s t  of those frj-ends of yours have? 

Q: They a r e  mostly miners. 

A: They e r e  all miners. 

Q: hre they members of the mmgement or =re they rank and file? 

A: They were . . . 

0: Johnny. 

Q: Johnny, yes. 

0: I wrked fbr him for 22 years. 

Q: bs. Okay. All right. Let's see, &at type of things did you and 
your friends do you got together? 

A: &, m h d  dances at that t h ,  and e ' d  a l l  met at one of our 
houses. Then m'd all go to the dame. It m s  usually about six couples 
I 'd expect, 'Ihat ' s about our min thing that w did. And everybody was 
awfully nice to us durn w  car^ here, because I didn't laow anybody, you 
h, 4 I'd never been away f m n  b, a d  I got real k s i c k ,  

Q: Okay. 

A: But w stuck it out and ='re still here. 

Q: Yes. Okay. A l l  r a t ,  I think I' 11 stop here for a mirate. (tape 
stoppea) 

A: After w cam, then the mines here wren't mwking very good either. 

0: Yes. We were on strike for six mmths. 

A: So w had hard t b s  here too. 
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A: mu caul&' t save anything. If you did, you'd spend it all those 
mnths that they w e  out. You never could save anything. 

Q: Well, how did you get by during those mnths that they =re a t ?  

A: kll, w . , , w w e  renting a t  that t h  a furnished aparbrmt, 
ard he helped the lady that m e d  the aparbrent and = didn't a ~ ~ e  any 
rent when the mine mt back to wrk. bk d a $135 grocery b i l l  and E 
soon paid that off. But it w s  hard living, paying what you, keep you 
going, you h o w ,  a d  paying it back. N just d d n ' t  have anything 
left. (phone rings and mp is turned off) 

Q: You wxe talking about going in debt ard things during the strike 
and whatever. Was there a certain grocer that you wnt to? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did he -end you credit? 

A: Yes. 

Q: bho bas that? 

A: h i 1  Titron. ?helm and h c  

0: Red ard Wte Stores. 

A: And they had . . . 
Q: Red ard LMte Store. 

il Titron, they -re £rids  of ours. 

A: , . . the Red ardbhite Store at that t h ,  They Eon& the Jewel 
Shopping Center later. Or, she remrried after mister-they separated, 
the Tit~on's did, a d  she married Floyd . . , 
0: Jewel. 

A: . . . J-1 and then they . . . I don't h o w  what you'd say, they 
started the J-1 Shopping Center out here. They mxred their store out 
there, their Red and Wte Store, ard then it was alms called the Jewel 
Shoppj,ng center. 

Q: Did they extend credit to a lot of the other miners too? 

A: I imgine they did. 

0: Oh, yes ,  they carried several rmlnezs. 

A: I 'm sue they did. 

Q: Were there a l o t  of other stores that did the same thing, e x t d  
credit to than? 
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A: ell, I think yea, W y  were privately armed stores. 

0: Yes, I think they did. 

Q: I30 you knuw what same of the names of the stores =re and a t  the 
people's that omed them m e ?  

0: Well, Podeschi had a store, his brother had a store . . . 

A: It m s  Paul. 

0: Pasco. 

A: h u l  Podeschi he had a store. 

0: Paul and Pasco and. . . 
A: Paul had one before Pasco I think, and then Pasco Podeschi. 

0: Tony had a wholesale business down here, grocery wholesale. 

Q: Okay. 

0: a, there =re several stores that gave credit. 

Q: Yes. Okay, k r e  there any stores that helped out the Rogressives? 

A: Oh, I don't h o w  about that. I really don't h. 

0: No, not mch around here. 

A: I don't think, you haw, Taylomille as a whole *re against than. 

0: k11,  you see, a business rmn couldn't take sides. 

Q: Yes. 

0: %at 's the poorest thing to do whenever you're in Ixlsiness, a d  they 
probably had one, turn, or three, samebody. There msn't too m y  Progressives 
in Taylonrille, there was same, h t  not too m y .  

Q: Yes. Well, I knuw out in Langleyville, the Fabri store dealt with 
the Progressives. 

0: Yes, that's right. But &en you're in business, you can't take sides 
like that. 

Q: k. Okay. All w i g h t ,  let rae stop here. (tape tuned offmcmentarily) 

A: That was a real nice ladies store. 






























