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Bill Ridley, Tayloxville, Illinois, July 2, 1986. 

k i n  Corley , Inkmi-. 

Q: Mr. Ridley, will you please state your full name? 

A: My £4.1 naene? 

Q: Yes, 

A: William Ridley. 

Q: Ib yrrw have a middle name? 

A: No. 

Q: bhat MAS the t d  and place of your birth? 

A: Tim is Decanber 25 ,  1899. 

Q: hd where =re you born? 

Q: Wir  City, Kansas. 

Q: lhat w s  that called? 

A: Weir City, Kansas. 

Q: W e i r  City . . . 
A: W-GI-R GI-T-Y, Kansas. 

Q: h t  was your father doing at the time when you =re born? 

A: W t  was his occupation? Miner. 

Q: A coal miner there. 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you said his nam was John? 

A: John Ridley. 

Q: A l l  right. Did he ever describe his *ark experiences to you d m  he 
was in the coal mines in Kansas? 
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No, because I lost my father &en I m s  eight years old, 

Oh, I see. Where were you living when he passed away? 

I was living in Coal Valley, Kansas. 

Naw how did he die? 

Accident with a gun. 

Oh, I see. Did your mother raise you then after that? 

My mtjher raised three children after that. 

bw did they came to m e  to Illinois? 

Well, the reason they care to Illinois ws on account of re, I  has 
here f i rs t .  And then I got my stepkther a job and then they &ed here. 

Q: Vben did your mther remarry? Hclw old m e  you then? 

A: I was thirteen. No, now wit a minute, I was eleven. 

Q: hhat w.s your stepfather's occupation? 

Q: Ile ws a miner also? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you said that p u  care to Illinois before they did? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Jim did p u  get a job in Illhis? 

A: I attended a convention in Springfield, a udner's convention in 1930 
and while there I met a £rjRnd of mine I vent to school with. His narme 
was Ernie Minson ard he told re if I ever wanted to corrr! out: here that he 
d d  get me a job. k11, &en I wmt backhate, back intoMissouri w 
had same difficulties with the Union, (John L. Lewis) and I decided then 
that my wife d I FJoUld care to Illinois. So I cane here on the eighth 
day of May, 1930. 

Q: N m  that d d  have been that Springfield cornrention, What was the 
p p o s e  of it? 

A: It ws to farm a constitution &ich John L. MS had failed to do. 
He had supposed to h e  called a convention in order to produce a constitution 
a d  he didn't do it so E tried h do it first, to be legal. k t  it 
didn't wrk out that way. So that's how I got to Illinois. 
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Q: h t  =re your Eeelings abaut that? 

A: W e l l ,  I had been a strong advocate against Lewis for quite s- time. 

Q: my is that? 

A: Because he controlled the union, ms t ly  lik a dictator, And I 
didn't believe in it. 

Q: What type of thing did he do? 

A: b k l l ,  fbr i n s m e  our distwict president, Jinmy Scahan, signed a 
contract for the South West Coal operators associatl'xm after Illinois, m 
always Ere based on Illinois. Wt ever Il l innis did m done d m  
there. So I l l inois  s Q p d  up for six dollaxs a day, So ve , our president 
down there thought, '*Well, dmt is good Eor I l l h i s  is god fbr us." So 
he sigped a contract in Kansas City, for six dollars a day. W e l l ,  before 
he got back to his office in FStsburg, Kansas, there ms a telegram on 
his desk stating that he w i l l  make the contract whenever one's to be 
made. 

Wife: l4-m is he? 

A: 30h L. And so aurs m s  eliminatd, the contract m s  eliminated and 
then he mde a contract kt he sold us d m  the river, he sold us. 
Signad up for five dollars instea3 of six and that is the reason d ~ y  I 
have been against him a l l  my life. Ard in fact he fought us tooth d 
toenail v h n  Elcot was president and Ellie d d n ' t  gi-ve in to him because 
he thought he m s  ri&t. Ard one thing a d  another so d i s t r i c t  Fourteen 
didn't care rmch f a x  John L. so that m s  how things turned out. 

Q: Naw h t  m s  your mupation a t  the tirne, you =re mrking in the 
coal mine? 

A: I was driving rmles. 

Q: At that tb h you cam t o  Illinois? 

A: k h n  I came to Il l inois I was driving a d e ,  in  k t  a team, I m s  
driving tm rmles, cme in front of the other. k l v e  cents a day extra, 
fbx the atra nule. 

Q: Okay, naw did you drive the m l e  in Kansas also? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you drwe i n  Il l inois when you came here too? 

A: Well, when I fixst cane t o  Il l inois I started out by helping the 
track layer. lhm there vas one of the men got fired and he m s  a dxiller, 
So they cam to me ard told nre they d d  l ike  for ~lle to  take his place 
until the case m s  settled. So I did. 'Ihen after the case ws settled, 
the man got his job back, I was plt in  the gang, h t  vie cal l  four m m  
gang driving entries in bad wrk,  where the roof vas bad, see. A d  I 



B i l l  Ridley 4 

drwe a rule a l i t t le  b i t  then. Then eventually they supplied us wit31 a 
mtor . 
Q: bhat year m s  that the mtor cam in? 

A: Oh, that was,& mtors had been in before that, a long th. That 
was in 1930. 

Q: So that a l l  happensd in yous f i r s t  year here in Illinois. 

A: First year in I l l ~ i s .  Ard then . . . 
Q: Fbw a t  mine were you in? 

A: Nmber N i n e ,  Langley . And I wrked in the there for qdte a 
while a d  then the superintendent caarre in one day a d  he said, " B i l l ,  I 
$t a bossing job open cn the night shift. W d  you like to hwe it?" 
%?ell, " I said, "Sure." It's wery day wrk, see d-~ther the mine wrked 

or not. SQ I took it. So eventually, I wrked at nights I think abut 
five years or a l i t t le aver. Then I, me of the face bosses had got 
killed his narrre was Martin Robbin, no, Martin Harrison, and I took his 
place on the day shif t ,  face bossing. A d  that's haw I ended up. 

Q: Okay. 

A: At Number N i n e ,  course Tkmhr N i n e  shut dam and I mt to Pam. 

Q: W h  mine in Pana. 

A: Seventeen. 

Q: lSnd then you mrked there until retirerrmt? 

A: No, I wrkd there until  they shut it down. And then I went to 
briber Ewt and they shut it d m  ard I mt frm m r  E i g h t  to NLlmber 
Ten. 

Q: And what m e  you doing in each of t b s e  places? 

A: Well, in kmber Ei&t I w u  helping the mine manager, kind of assistant 
mine manager a d  then d w ~  I mnt to  Ten I wrked wer there witching. 

Q: my did yoll make those w e s ?  

A: k11, the company required it. 'ke mine shut d m  and they r m v d  me 
aver tbere. 
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Q: L e t m e  ask you, dm p u  first became mine manager that type of 
qualifications =e required for that job? 

A: You had to have your papers £ran the state. I got & in there now 
Ithink,rmtherbasthaninthereinthat t i n b o x i n .  . . 
Q: W, are you talking about the miner ' s papers or . . . 
A: Well, it is mine -ex, examiner, you had to be an examiner, see, 
take an examihation £ram an m r  and also mine manager before you 
could £ace boss. 

Q: tbw, did you do al l  that bebre they asked p to be a mine manager? 

A: Yes. 

Q: So you wxe qualified . . . 
A: I WM qualified when they askad m. 

Q: Did a lot of miners go ahead and get those papers? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Just h a p a  that maybe they w l d  be askd sametime? 

A: Yes, even i f  yau =re an exminer, mine examiner, you had to hwe the 
examiner's papers. A d  even the man dm wrked in the mine he had to 
have the miner's papers fran the State of Illinnis. Even just wrking at  
the £ace. 

Q: &w, did you apply for that job or did they just cam and ask you? 

A: They cam and asked re. 

Q: I see, all  right. h t ,  could I ask you, h t  type of things did you 
have that maybe sme of the other m[iners didn't have that made p qualified 
for that job besides the papers? 

A: lkll , I had the aperience frm m y  back. I had started in the mines 
when I w.s twelve years old. And I had coal mining experience all my 
l i f e  and I think that's the reason *y they singled tlle out. 

Q: I see, all ri@t, now, let's back up to, say, dm the Ekogressives 
first gpt started in 19321 

Q: Did ywu join the Progressives? 

A: No, I didn' t belong b any Union, I was a personnel. You see, a 
face b s e  didn't belong to the miners . . . 
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Q: Did  ytxl sympathize w i t h  the Progressives? 

A: Well, in a m y  but not e x t l y  everything. I didn't believe in s e  
of the tactics they used. 

Q: Like what? 

A: Like blowing up people's horrres and one thing axld another. 

mfe: (laughs) I thuu&t you m e  really against them! 

A: I said I didn't believe in than. 

Q: But you had said earlier that you viere against John L. M s .  

A: Yes, I didn' t like his tactics, I didn't like the m y  he run it. 

Q: So in that sense did you sympathize w i t h  the Progressives? The fact 
that they didn't like John L. Lewis either and they e r e  against him? 

A: No, you see, Illinois ms in the act of 50- the United M e  
Workers themselves and Lewis had failed to bring up this corrventbn to 
adopt the constitution. So w =re trying to get a constitution adopted 
before he did. That: wuld force him out txlC it didn't mrk that way the 
judge ruled it against us. A judge f i r m  D b ,  I l l inois .  So that is  the 
way things tuned aut. A lot of the things the Progressives had *re 
good things but I didn't l ike the tactics they used, I don't believe in 
blowing up people ' s hosnes . 
Q: No, I can understad that. h t  type of things did the Progressives 
have that you liksd? 

A: bll, they beliwd in Union and oh, I don't Imaw, all the things 
that they did, they had different things that I liked thou& for all 
these years. Zhey believed in the e+t bur day, they kl iwed in a man 
getting a deent: w e ,  and things l ike that. 

Q: Did you wer hear of the idea of job sharing? 

Q: Okay, that m s  one of the things the Progressives w r e  pushing for in 
the tmties, I believe, k e  they w l d  share jobs m n g  the wrkers 

, , like during . , slow down periods, 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Did you ever hear the xrren talk about that? 

A: Yes. 

Q: HQW did they feel about it? 
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A: 'hey thought it was all right, job sharing I don't laww . . . bll, 
job sharing you see, is  a man protect% another m ' s  job the s a r ~  as 
his OWL You see, in the Unian, yau done your job, and you didn' t interfere 
w i t h  anybody else. And that's vhat they m t  by that job sharing, They 
protected one another, yes. If they had a grievance ard they didn't 
think it was ri&t they d d  stand by him d they d d  carne out on 
strike. lhey stuck together. 'Ihat's the only way a union m can get 
anyi3lhg. 

Q: I mt to ask you about the different mines a r d  here. Can you 
tell JTE just &at you h o w  about the different ones t \ ~  got a r d  Taylowille? 

A: bs, kmber N i n e ,  Fifty-eight , and then Men and Ei&t. 

Q: Okay, 

Q: W h  one is that? 

A: Well, I forget what they called it. Fifty-eight mxked into it and 
picked up sarne of the coal coming out of there. You hmw *re the BW 
and the =bash cross out here? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Ut in there. 

Q: I see. M d  that have been the Stonbgton mine that they called 
that a r d  in there? 

A: Nb, it is Taylomille here. 

Q: Taylorville, okay, 

A: But I don't h o w  what they called it, O f  course it msn't in operation 
when I cam here. kt it had been in operation before ht Fifty-eight 
b l d  into it. 

A: Yes. 

Q: It blew into it axidently or . . . 
A: No, on plrpose, they wanted to fird out what it a d  they found 
old pder  kegs a d  miner's tool boxes and one thing and another. 

Q: Wuld that mine have been started then a z : d  the turn of the century? 

Q: We don't ~~h about that mine. 
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A: k, 1 d d n ' t  h a w  anythug about it. 

Q: You began wrk in Nmber N i n e  and you also had wrkd in m r  Ten? 
Was that the old P3umber Ten you wxe talking about? 

A: But I didn't wrk belaw in Nmber Ten. 

Q: Yau =re face boss? 

A: No, I m3 a m t c h .  

Q: W a t c h ,  okay. F.IJhat other mines of these did p u  mrk in? 

A: I wrked in Seventeen and I mrked in Nuher Ei&t and I mt to 
N.nhr Seven for a few days to take the place of a fellow wer there 
while he WAS an vacation. 

Q: kw, e r e  these mines, t h y  w e  all  run by Peabody? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Were they all run pretty m h  the same? 

A: Practically the s a w  operation, the sanre thing. 

Q: lhey had different: bosses, ibugh. 

A: Oh, yes, they had different superintendents ard mine managers, and 
face bosses. 

Q: Have ewer heard that maybe ane group of the bosses was better than 
another mine's bosses? 

A: N3, I mrW £or a fe l l aw that I thought m s  pretty good. 

Q: I have heard of his natne, JohnHardy, 

A: Atld to my estimation U s  haulage, his main haulage dom below is the 
best I have ever seen. lk kept it clean and took care of it and that is 
haw he got his coal out. Good haulage mans good tonnage. 

Q: Ibw does a god mine boss p about doing that? Hrrw does he insure 
that? 

A: You just got to practice that. Yau just got to maintain it. Just 
like you mid a highway you got to  keep in contact w i t h  it a d  take care 
of it, He had the best haulage I have ever seen in a mine around here, 

Q: Do s a w  mine bosses just kirYl of sit back and let  the wrkers do it 
or -thing? You say they loose contact? 



A: Yes ,  I think they loose contact. Wte a few of thern, bossing is 
thinking about the tonnage wstly  , they don't think about haulage, b l a g e  
is the main thing for p u r  tonnage. If yau can't get wer youx track and 
put your coal on the bottan where it could go up, you are not going to 
get nr, tonnage. You got to  have good track Enr good haulage. 

Q: Nclw to get good haulage does that ~llean p have to pick the rock out 
and h s u l h  and that type of thing? 

A: No. 

Q: h t  does haulage mean? What is the difference beheen tonnage and 
haulage? 

A: kll, haulage is &re you bring your coal from the face to the 
bottm, Y m  got good track, clean track you can get it there but if you 
don't you have trouble. 

Q: And clean track is? 

A: Oh, yes, good haulage makes good tonnage. 

Q: What does clean eack  rrean? 

A: kll you got the, br instance you got a d i r t  at night, if you 
b e  a fall on your main line you got to  get that cleaned up, you can't 
just leave it lay like a lot of thm did. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: All they done was just scatter it out and just as long as the rail 
clean, okay. Eut he got in there w i t h  his rn a d  cleaned it up and 

kept it clean. 

Q: How does keeping it clean help the efficiemy then of getting it out? 

A: Zhe coal to the bottrm. That i s  the main object. He had the best 
haulage I ever seen dam in the coal mine. 

Q: How was his relationship w i t h  his mrkers? 

A: Good. 

Q: What type of things d d  he do for thern, to help them? 

A: Oh, he wuld help anybody, he had a heart as big as that radio or 
that television there. He d d  help anybody. But he m t e d  people to 
do their wrk  he wouldn't l e t  than slack. They had to do their wrk or 
they couldn't mrk for him. 

Q: bhat wuld he do if b y  couldn't get theix mrk done? 

A: W e l l ,  he d d  just put than somplace &re they'd havd to do it. 
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Q: Uke GJhat type of place m l d  mu have to do the mrk? 

A: Well, what they called the dirt gang. 

Q: h t  does the d i r t  do? 

A: lhey wrk at Wt. A m a n  don't, he'd rather be hom at night d 
wrk in the day t h  . 
Q: kll, describe a l i t t le bit more about the relationship w i t h  his 
mrkers? 

A: W e l l ,  I think everybody liked Johnny. In fact they got a lot  of coal 
out for him. He ms, he v i a  a likeable guy. He w l d  came a r d  ard he 
would pinch yau on the leg, a d  he muld lau@ and talk to you and he 
vmldn't think he rn better than anybody else, he was just down to 
earth. 

Q: What one thing, do you think, distinguished him from other bosses 
that weren't as good? 

A: I think his attitude, The w y  he c d u c t d  himself around the men. 
He d d n ' t  tale any foolishness but he w l d  stick up for yau if he 
thou%fit you was right. 

Q: Were you that t y p  of boss? 

A: Yes. 'Ihat's iAe way he m s .  

Q: I rean, =re you that type of boss when y m  startad doing it? 

A: k11, I nevex asked the uen to do anything I d d n ' t  do myself. 

Q: k s  it ever hard to  maintain a close relatimuhip w i t h  the wrkers? 

A: Oh, yes, sornetirrres it is haxd to  suit s- mrkers. You couldn't get 
along w i t h  them wen if you wuld txy to do them a favor they still 
d d n ' t  accept it, There was a lo t  of people that way Zxlt mst generally 
& majority m e  pretty g o d  people. I found that as long as you treated 
them l i k e  yau w i l d  mt s~~zr?body to  treat you they wuld cone thr- 
for you. 

Q: A l l  right, I have heard that in the 1920s and early 19308, a lot of 
inmigrants had come ta wxk in the mines. 

A: kll , I don't kncrw in the l B O s ,  I don't sawder, lut at that time 
Langleyuille ym b, is a lo t  of foreigners out there, 

Q: khat -re they mostly? 

A: Italians. A d  of course there =S sme Polish people, I don't reraFlmber 
tm many tbDugh. 


























