
Preface 

This manuscript is the proctuct of tape-recorded i n t e ~ e w s  conducted 
Peggy Boyer for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, 
the fall  of 1985. Peggy also transcribed the tapes and edited the 
transcript. 

Michael Rice was born April 21, 1930, in Stuttgart,  Qrmany. 
was Jewish and his father ms Aryan. They did not marry. Mchael " "jkr 1 ved 
w i t h  his mther in her parents '  ha^ u n t i l  the age of six. For many 
years the facts abut his father m e  kept Txlanhim. In 1936 Michael was 
sent to a Qxkr school in Holland. He survived Hitler's aerial bambing 
of the Hague. Then, in 1941, he and his mther fled the Nazis and sailed 
to  E l l i s  Island. 

Michael mt on t o  teach physics and practice law in this m t r y .  
-er, his early e i e n c e s  fostered a lifelong camitmnt to  pac fism 
and social justice. He has devoted rmch of his energy to peace and t i v i l  rwts issues. In the la te  1950s he helped organize a Boston chapt of 
mRE (Congress of Racial Qua l i ty )  and rarked against housing d i s c r b t i o n .  
Later, he mrked against the Vietnam k. 

Michael's sense of perspective, h i s  capacity for introspection on the 
choices he has in his o m  life, and his abi l i ty  t o  recall its rich 
detai l ,  make his mmir an important contribution to  the history of 
social change activism. 

P e w  Boyer, a writer and act ivis t ,  grew up in central I l l inois.  She 
started in SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating C d t t e e )  in the early 
1960s at the University of I l l inois.  In 1972 she worked on student voter rmts and represented George McGovern a t  the Demcratic Convention. k r  
min c d b r e n t  has been to the socialist  l e f t ,  beginning with the Young 
Peoples Socialist League and, later, Demxratic Socialists of Araerica. 
She has written on I l l inois  politics for National Public Radio, Wshbgton 
Post, Mcago Magazine, and Illinois Tines.  

Fkaders of the oral history m i r  should bear in  mind that it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken mxd, and that the interviemx, narrator, and 
editor t o  preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical saurces. Sangamn State Miversity is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views expressed 
therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It m y  not be 
reprodwed in whole or in part by any ream, electronic or mechanical, 
witbut  pendssion in writing Traa the Oral History Office, Sangawn 
State biveraity , Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 
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Michael and Dora Reis (1932) 



Michael Rice, fa1 1, 1985, Springfield , 11 linois . 
Peggy Boyer, ljilterviewr. 

Q: I ' m  talking w i t h  Michael Rice of Springfield, Illinois. It's October 
27, 1985, and we're in  a private residence i n  Springfield. I 'm Fkgq 
Boyer , the i n t e ~ e w r  . Michael, w 're going t o  be talking primarily 
about the years you've spent mrking on behalf of wrld peace, but I want 
t o  spend sane t h e  first talking about your early years, and placing 
those in  context. And so, for the record, I 'm going t o  want sorne specific 
details out of you and then ='re going t o  be talking about your f i r s t  15 
years of so of your life. 

A: &st of the specific details about my early l ife I didn't learn wtil 
nu& later. 

Q: So what we're going t o  be doing, then, is looking at sane facts that 
you have put into c o n t ~  later in your l i fe .  Is that what you're saying? 

A: I think to  a large extent yes. I m s  11 when I f i r s t  found out: that 
I had a father, and who he w, although I knew the rrran. 

Q: So what w'll  be trying t o  do is piece together in£ rmation. W t  I ? wmt you t o  do is indicate as w go along what details hat you put into 
the picture later. F i r s t  I mt to  get, for the record, your full name. 

A: I go by Michael Rice. 

Q: J4as that rime changed over tine? 

A: &11, yes. I m s  born Wlther Michael Reinhard Reis. And 
m s  spelled R-E-I-S. And the klther w s  the f i r s t  rime of my 
The Reinhard, my mther once told me, she kind of liked, and she 
it d d  go we11 if she ever should mrry my father and if she shod. 
ever take his last nam, which ws HOSS, H-0-S-S. 

Q: So let me back up just a l i t t l e  bit. bhere =re you born Michael? 

A: I la.s born in Gemany, kl Stuttgart, Germany. 

Q: Stuttgart, Genaany. And bhat year was that? 

Q: And so you are-+hat's the birth date and how old are you? 

A: Just this past e e k  I celebrated my 55 point 5 birthday. I ws 
on April 21. 
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Q: bt's  talk about your parents a l i t t le b i t .  Shce  you've already 
indicated that you ~ r e n ' t  sure who your father m s ,  could you t e l l  ue 
who your mther was? 

A: My mther was Dora Reis, the second of the three daughters of my, 
grandfather, Richard his--R-E-I-S--and his wife Chstel , or Auguste. 
And, in fact ,  my early childhood--I grew up in that household--in n y  
gandfather , grandmther , and mther household. 

Q: So this was in Stut tgar t?  

A: In kgerloch, &ich is a contiguous suburb, or subsection of Stuttgart. 

Q: Okay. And what . . . can you tell me a l i t t l e  b i t  more about your 
mther? 

A: Yes. She was quite a lady. She died about five years ago nrrw. She 
ww a very intuitive, but not very intellectual lady. Her 
bad high intelligence, but it ws all of the ESP kind. It m s  very 
difficult for her t o  carry on a linear ar&ument, a logical discvssi 
She m s  not a very logical person. 

My grandparents--her parents-=re nmiml ly  Jewish. There m s  no 1 
religious observance in the household that I m s  ever amre of,  except a 
total ly secular variety of Chrisms and Easter. I never b a r d  of my 
Jewish holidays. I m s  unawe of being Jewish, as such, unti l  rmch 
later. I ms vaguely awre that there w s  a reason KE had t o  leave, but 
it didn't sink in that it really had anything t o  do with religion. My 
mother--1 E d  out fran her quite la te  in her l i f e ,  that is, I fd out 
within the past 10 years m, I muld say-bad really been quite anti-Semitic. 
She . . . it 's a form of--here I am being a li t t le philosophical and 
t a k q  a long look £ran the present--but , it 's what one might  call 
internalized oppression, arising fran the amsphere  around. 

When she mt t o  e l a n t a r y  school, or maybe school through age 12 or 13, 
she a in a private girls' school. She was born in 1901, so this wuld 
have been in the early teens, just before the first Wrld Mr .  &hen she 
t a s  in this private girls' school her friends were--there =re s- 
Jewish girls in the school, but they -re not her friends. In fact ,  she 
took a special dislike t o  than. And, in te l l ing ne about then in the 
years--in the five or 10 years before she died--she w s  describing thein 
in  such stereotypical ways. lhey =re argummtative. 'key wre . . . I 
can't remember all the mrds right rurw, but they seemed like perfect 
stereotypes Em: Jewish gir ls .  

So she had internalized a l l  those s t e r e o m s  and decided she didn't l ike 
these girls. And so when the time c- f b r  t o  choose, in sort c 
released time arwangment, t o  which religious instruction she muld 
she chose the Protestant religious instruction, because that's where 
friends =re going. 

Q: This ms when she m s  still a g i r l?  
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A: This ~ r ~ l s  &en she was a girl of, maybe, 10 or 11. She told ncre that 
her father, for the f i r s t  tine ever, put his foot down about s m t h q g  
when she was about 13 and talked about, maybe, she muld get c o d *  

y a k  the Evangelical Church, the Lutheran k c h .  In Germafly there aren' 
whole lot  of sects. It's all the Protestant Church. It's the Luthe a m .  4 And he saSA, ''No, before you can make a choice like that you need t o  be 
grawn up." So he Fxnild not consent to her getting cosllfimed as a Lutheran 
at  the age of 13 or 14. 

Q: So you're saying she remained a kind of frustrated . . . 
A: W e l l ,  she just didn't pay rruch attention to  religion at a l l ,  certainly 
not at that time. And she denied her Jewishness as thoroughly as she 
possibly could and regarded other Jew as s d u w  people she didn't w n t  
to  particularly be associated w i t h .  There a s  an el-nt here of . . . 
of a class thing also, and here she ms not alone mong German Jews. She 
was particularly hostile-days had a sneer in her voice and scmdpd 
up her nose when she talked about it--she ws particularly hostile t 
kstem European Jews, and one reason--= ' 11 come t o  this  in a m n  --but 
one reason I w sent amy to school i n  Holland ws that in 1936 I Ad 
have had to  go to  an a l l  Jewish school. And, as she explained to  ICE+ 
without any consciousness of haw bitterly anti-Semitic this really w+s, 
most of the children in that school d d  have been "Ehstern Europm 
Jews." So, you lam, that is certainly one side of who my mther =$--I 
think dm she was forced to  be by the kind of society she lived in. 

Q: &at was her economic status? bhat did she do? 

A: W e l l ,  her IXJ sisters and she made a very interesting canbination of 
three ~IWI. Her oldest sister, Ella--abwut m& m r e  later--her 
oldest s is ter ,  Ella, m s  a lnghly intelligent, highly intellectual person. 
Ella wnt t o  Gyrmasim, which is m r e  than what you muld cal l  college 
prep. And went on t o  go to  law school, got a l a w  degree. mile she vas 
in Gyrmasim she m l d  tutor less able children in  Latin and Greek. My 
mther did not go t o  Gymasium. She w n t  t o  what w l d  correspond to 
trade school, sort of in h e  econdcs.  W11, no, I guess she tent to  
Realschule, and then she mt to  a special onie-year cwridtan in haane 
econcxaics after that. 

Q: h l d  yw repeat the . . . what school? 

A : k11, it ' s the non-col lege track t y p  of high school. Ihe total 
educatian, I think, takes about 10, or possibly 11, years; whereas, the 
Gyrmasiznn education takes a total of 13 years. TZle Gymnasium education 
ends w i t h  a very stiff aminat ion and I don ' t think that ' s the case in 
Realschle. The youngest, my Aunt Ruth, dm's  still alive and in th$s 
country--and, again, m r e  abut her later-I think l e f t  school relatdvely 
young and m s  trerried relatively young. Ruth ~s always the beauty SLn 
the family. And a great pain to  my mther because Ruth had extraord/umily 
long hair, and w s  the object of her grandfather's passion. And my 
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rather, h o  was about four years older than Ruth, m s  held personally 
responsible for keeping that haFr perfect by rebraiding just before they 
d d  CCXE hane £ram school. So my mther suffered a great deal f r q  
that ccmparison. i 
Q: Do you bow h e n  your mther met your father? I 
A: Yes. Around the endof the f i r s t  Mrld W--let's say in  the sp ing 
of 1919--there F J ~ S  a kind of a youth ~ m v a e n t  in Genaany a i c h  m s  c b led 
the ~ z v o g e l ,  W-A-N-ItGR-V-0-EE-L. Utera l ly  walking birds . . . 
msch like hiking groups w i t h  a l o t  of envirormntal cansciousness, a l o t  
of back to  nature conscious--nature mrship-and also a concern about 
sac of the mystery plays of the Mddle Ages. 

And I believe that they =re all-certainly Ruth, possibly Ella, I 'm not 
sure--but certainly Ruth, and my mther M a ,  and my father Mlther, and 
a rn who became Ruth's husband =re loosely connected w i t J ~  these groups. 
There wasn't mch dating or pairing at that the. They muld just all go 
on these hikes and on events. 

Q: So your naother wuld have been, if I ' m  figuring it right in my head, 
18 or 19 years old? She ws born in . . . 
A: Yes.  She was probably 19 or so &n she first him. There certainly 
wsn't, as I say, any pairing or dating or particular personal attention. 
h d ,  indeed, Wlther dropped crut of Dora's life sanetine later .  In fact ,  
he seemed t o  have been actively interested in my Aunt  Ruth, but was 
tipped off by my grandmother that Ruth had already been spoken for by 
Karl Wilhelm, and wis promised t o  him, and he should keep his distance. 
And he was still around for quite a a i l e  but he at that point wnt  t o  
architectural school, ended that study with an extraordinarily successful 
carpletion of a--I guess it m s  canpetition which he placed first in out 
of stxrrt 800 people--& had sort of a ~ t e o r i c  rise in his profession, 
vexy early. And very abruptly--although I think at the time my mother 
hardly h e w  about the fact--becare mrried t o  a nuch older wman, a mmn 
about 13 years his senior, he was 25, and had dropped pretty rmch 
out of my mother 's li£e. But then, in the sense that ='re used to  
today, in tems of going together, he never had been Fn my naother's l i fe .  
He'd been a good acquaintance and she certainly harbored pleasant 
recollections of hfm. 

Q: Well, what do you kncwabout h m  . . . 
A: J3aw they got together? 

Q: Hm you care along? 

A: Yes. I haw precisely h w  I cam along, 

Q: Okay. 

A: It's really a rather interesting story. And i t ' s  approatimately 
opposite of what you would expect. I have this story in varying wa 
fran both of them. And the variations are smaller than the agreeme f' 
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So I think I probably have a fairly accurate picture. Let me tel l  it 
fran my father 's point of view. He had married this mmm, as I 
was quite a fascinating, and very high-strung and very, very 
WJIMII. bho had had a child i n  her f i r s t  m i a g e ,  but had had a 
nervous breakdawn just after the birth of the child, and had a real 
about children, a very negative thing. And she apparently got 
by him several times. On the second or third, third of 
pre-cy, he happened to  arrive early fran a business t r i p ,  
she had sou&&--as she had done on previous occasions, without his kmmhg-- 
she had sm&t an abortion. And . . . 
Q: 'Ihis ws k~ the early 1920s? 

A: Thfs v a s  in the--this wuld have been in the late 1920s. 

A: And when he caw hme he found there not just &--in fact ,  I t h  
the lady who p r f o w d  the abortion vasn't there anymre. On this 
occasion it was an unsuccessful abortion, that is ,  there was a lot o 
hrrhaging,  and she ' d got quite scared and called a physician that she 
knew to  cane in to  save her patient' s life. And, as my father tellsf the 
story, when he arrived at  the house the physician, *an my father describes 
as an absolute brute, shows him a bawl f i l l ed  w i t h  blood and a fetus and 
says t o  him, 'There, M r .  Ibss. There's your son. " mich m s  a very 

experience t o  hh. And the notion, first of a l l ,  of his wife's 
betray of him all these previous t-s and of his loss of posterity 
really h i t  him very hard. Now, I should say I have a certain amunt of 
affection for my father, but philosophically I have to  t e l l  you he 's a 
very traditional patriarch . . . 
Q: M s  he Jewish? 

A: No. He &red the city in utter  despair for days on end, out of 
shock. And in one of these walks, for the first tirne in years, my rmther 
and he see each other on the street. And she says t o  him, 'My My, 
what's the matter w i t h  you?" And he says . . . he t e l l s  her the 
He doesn't tell her right offhand. He tries t o  change the 
she's persistent. And she says t o  him, "You look like death i t s e l f .  
*thing desperate rmst be the matter." So he tells her the story. 
his despaix is wry clear. And I gather that the desrpir in large 
w s  he w i l l  not have a child. And she says, 'kll , I d be happy t o  
yau a child.'' And, with quite clear understanding that there m s  no 
marriage possibility, ce r t a idy  not in the foreseeable £urn@--he w a ~  
trying to get a divorce frm his wife at this point, but it took seven 
years on a contested divorce. She didn't want t o  give it to him. Seven 
years of separation. E b t  there was a very cold-blooded decision. 

Q: GJhy do you suppose your mther made that decision? Do you knw?! 

A: She m t e d  t o  have a child. Jik m t e d  to have a child. He 
want to mry her. I think she w s  more agnostic about whether she 
wanted to marry him. I huw there w s  a time--at least in 
lam that there nust have been a time k e n  she really hoped that s 
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muld marry him. Plus I 've told you already about the name that she gave 
me, that she anticipated the possibility that perhaps-I believe 
believe the part of his story where he says that there was a clear 
understanding that mrriage v a s  out of the question. And, indeed, I 
should be terr ibly grateful because thellr styles =re so to ta l ly  at 
w i t h  each other. 

Q: b w ' s  that? 

A: k11, he's a very logical, also a very dcmineering person. 

Q: And she's non-linear. 

A: And she's very mn-linear. 

Q: Okay. So now you =re born in 1930. 

A: So I was born in 1930. I should t e l l  you--and again, of course, th i s  
is Eran mch, nu&, nu& later reports-but, things f i t  together ve 
beautifully once I've put the picture toget'taer. My grandfather, of 
course, was horrified at the notion of what his daughter had done. 
he ultimately b e c e  extraordinarily fond of me. And was clearly v 
happy I was around. The question of haw long Or short it took him t $ 
feel good about this is one I haven't to ta l ly  solved. I think my mother ' s 
story on this was that as soon as I m s  born he ms deli&ted. I rather 
have the feeling f-rcm a tihole l o t  of introspection since then that he 
didn't becaw real ly  delighted w i t h  IIE until I m s  . . . I think tm and 
a half, tm and a quarter, and was very ill--I think it could easily have 
been fatal-with diphtheria. And I have the feeling that--no, not diphtheria, 
whooping cough. I have the feeling that at least his daneanor tawax& rn 
changed radically after that. That he began to realize the kind of value 
that he placed on ~rre . 
Q: So you grew up w i t h  your mother in your grandfather's k. 

A: I sew up with my mther in my grandfather and pandmther's ham. 
Where she had been living--oh, you asked ICE before what did she do 
professionally. After her hcslle e c o n d c s  curriculm she also took som 
social work. She worked as a social mrker mainly w i t h  myward g i r l s  and 
various other people of that sort .  

Q: In the early 1930~2 

A: No, in the 1920s. (3nce I was born she was a full-time mother, I 
w i l d  say. Well, 1'11 get t o  1937 later. 

Q: h y .  that =re your ear l ies t  personal miamies? 

A: My ear l ies t  personal memries awe fran the garden-this w s  a m e  
sitting on a very, very large lot .  

Q: In the city? j 
I 

A: hll, at that time it ws country. Now i t 's  city. (laughs) $ 
lo t  just m t  on and on and on. It w s  a huge garden, I m i l d  say i t  










































































































































































