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Verna Rexroat,  February 5, 1974, V i rg in i a ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Marjor ie  Taylor,  In te rv iewer .  

Q. This  is  February 5, 1974, and we're  conducting t h i s  i n t e rv i ew i n  
t h e  back of t h e  Rexroat Grocery S to re  i n  V i rg in i a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and I ' m  
t a l k i n g  wi th  M i s s  Verna Rexroat,  and we're going t o  d i scuss  some of  
t h e  th ings  she  remembers about he r  f a t h e r .  F i r s t ,  remember t h a t  he r  
f a t h e r  George Rexroat was t h e  Wing-shot of t h e  World, I be l i eve ,  he 
having defea ted  Captain Bagordus of Logan County, I l l i n o i s ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1890's.  This  shoot was ou t  a t  t h e  o ld  Cass County, o r  V i rg in i a  f a i r -  
grounds which i s  now t h e  home of William P e t e f i s h ,  who, by t h e  way, i s  
a cousin of M i s s  Rexroat.  Now, f i r s t  of a l l  I ' m  going t o  ask  you i f  
you remember your f a t h e r  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  shoot  i n  Virg in ia - - th i s  
t r a p  shoot--and t h e  number of people [ t h a t ]  were h e r e  and anything you 
can remember about h i s  d i scuss ing  it. 

A. ( l augh te r )  Well, being very  s m a l l ,  I don ' t  remember r e a l l y  too  
much about i t ,  but  I do know t h a t  i t  caused q u i t e  a b i t  of exci tement ,  
you know, and a l l  because he was a Bagordus. 1 mean, was a famous 
shot ,  and a m  I t a l k i n g  loud enough? 

9. I t h i n k  maybe look--kind of t u r n  towards i t .  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t ape  recorder )  

A. Oh. And so  1 j u s t  know t h a t  they went out  t o  t h e  fa i rgrounds  and 
they had t h i s  match and Dad w a s  t h e  winner and a l l ,  so  . . . 
Q. Was he given any medals o r  anything i n  r ecogn i t i on  of t h i s  event .  

A. Well, a t  one event  he  won t h e  golden e a g l e  wi th  a diamond i n  t h e  
eye, but  I don' t  know whether i t  was ou t  here--I don ' t  imagine i t  w a s  
out  here ;  I imagine it  was some p l ace  e l s e .  

Q. Did he  shoot  a g a i n s t  Captain Bagordus a number of t imes then? 
(tape turned  o f f  and on again)  Was t h a t  t h e  only t ime they ever  sho t  
aga ins t  each o the r?  

A. Well, a s  far as we can remember, t h a t  w a s  the only t i m e  t h a t  he did.  

Q. Was t h i s  during a p a r t  of t h e  en ter ta inment  dur ing  t h e  r e g u l a r  f a i r  
week o r  was it something t h a t  w a s  arranged otherwise? 

A. I don ' t  th ink i t  w a s  enter tainment  dur ing  t h e  f a i r  week. I r e a l l y  
don' t. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a b i g  crowd the re?  Would you know about t h a t ?  
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A. Oh yes, q u i t e  a few people were there .  

Q. What was t h e  year? I was th inking w e  might check it i n  the  old 
Gazette. Well, we won't worry about t h a t ,  we ' l l  ge t  t h a t  some o t h e r  
way. Did your f a t h e r  continue h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  guns a l l  h i s  l i f e ?  

A. No, he r e a l l y  d i d n ' t ,  f o r  a number of years ,  Course he was always 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  guns, but i t  wasn't too long u n t i l  he d idn ' t  go away on 
those shooting events ,  you know, and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  I guess he had 
t o  s t a y  home and ( laughter )  look a f t e r  us. 

Q. Fix t h e  f i r e s .  

A. Yes. ( laughter )  

Q. You don't  remember h i s  ever going, then, t o  shoot? 

A. I remember when he  had been gone sometimes. I was p r e t t y  small,  
but I . . . . He went t o  Milwaukee one t i m e ,  I remember, because we 
had a calendar on the  wal l  and i t  had a dog on i t  t h a t  w a s  l i k e  i t  was 
s t r i d h g  along, and I went up t o  i t  and I s a i d ,  "Mama, I guess t h a t  
dog's gone t o  Milwaukee, going t o  Milwaukee." ( laughter)  

Q. You knew t h a t  word. 

Q. Well, then, you were b i g  enough t o  t a l k  when he was s t i l l  shooting. 

A. Oh, yes! 

Q. How did  he happen t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s ?  Were t h e r e  o ther  people 
here i n  town in te res ted?  

A. Really not  that: I know of ,  because he was j u s t  always i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  guns more o r  less. 

Q. Was he born i n  Morgan County? 

A. Yes. I bel ieve  it was a p a r t  of Morgan County where he was born 
then. ~ t ' e  where Charl ie  Quigg l i v e d ,  you know. I bel ieve  i t  was. 

Q. What was the  year  he  was born? 

A. My gosh . . . 1862. 

Q. During t h e  C i v i l  War. 

A. I bel ieve  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. Now, d id  he  grow up near  the  same farm where your mother grew up? 
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A. Not too fa r  from there ;  i t  wouldn't be too many miles from there.  

Q. Now, she was a Pe te f i sh ,  N e l l i e  Pe te f i sh ,  r i g h t ?  Well, now I ' m  
especia l ly  in te res ted  i n  having you t e l l  about her  mother. Now, what 
was her  name? 

A. Nancy . . . 
Q. Nancy? 

A. Gosh, what's her  middle name? 

Q. Was she a S t r i c k l e r ?  

A. Yes, S t r i c k l e ~ .  Oh, I knew her name was S t r i c k l e r ,  I was t ry ing  
t o  th ink of her middle name but I can ' t  th ink of i t  j u s t  r i g h t  now. 

Q. Now, was she born i n  I l l i n o i s ,  o r  was she born f u r t h e r  e a s t ?  

A. She w a s  born i n  o ld  Virginia.  

Q. Oh, she was? 

A. I think. 

Q. Well, now I 've  always understood . . . 
A. Gosh, I ought td read up on t h a t .  ( laughter)  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  I want t o  know what you remember. Now, do 
you remember Nancy S t r i c k l e r ?  

A. Oh, my heavens yes. I remember her well ;  she lived r i g h t  by m e  there  
you know, f o r  a while, i n  Virginia.  

Q. Oh, she l ived  i n  Virginia? 

A. Oh yes,  i n  Bernice's house. 

Q. Oh, I never knew t h a t .  

A. She l ived  t o  be q u i t e  old. 

Q. I've always understood she was q u i t e  adept a t  weaving. Can you 
descr ibe  her looms, o r  t h e  rooms she had f ixed f o r  weaving? 

A. Well, the re  were about th ree  rooms back of the  house, and I always 
understood t h a t  t h a t  was p a r t  of t h e  o ld  house. The f i r s t  house was 
very small, and they moved those rooms back the re  t o  have a f t e r  they 
b u i l t  t h e  b ig  new house, and she had her loom back the re  i n  one of lihem 
and a l l  of her  k n i t t i n g  s t u f f  and weaving s t u f f .  And she made carpets ,  
and she made t h e  blankets ,  as you know. She made one of those blankets  
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f o r  a l l  h e r  ch i ld ren .  She made n ine  of those. 

Q. She had n ine  ch i ldren?  

A. Yes, t h a t  I s  r i g h t .  ( l augh te r )  And . . . I never thought they 
were so  b e a u t i f u l ,  though. 

Q. Oh, I t h i n k  they  a r e .  

A. Do you? 

Q. Oh yes! 

A. And oh--well, you know a l l  t h e  th ings  t h a t  go wi th  weaving. 

( M i s s  Rexroa t ' s  gone t o  p i ck  up some of t h e  th ings  t h a t  h e r  grandmother 
used in t h i s  weaving room, which a r e  kept  down he re  a t  t h e  s t o r e )  

A. This  w a s  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  she  had, t h a t  many y e a r s  ago. 

Q. That 's  h e r  s h u t t l e .  

A. mat's an o l d  s h u t t l e .  It used t o  be a t  home and it got  down here ,  
a long wi th  a lot of o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings .  ( laughs)  

Q. Well, i t ' s  b e a u t i f u l  wood, and big.  Now, t h i s  would be . . . I 
don ' t  think--maybe she  could even p u t  r a g s  i n  t h i s  one. Did she make 
rag c a r p e t s  when she made rugs? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  so.  Y e s ,  she had a l o t  of rag c a r p e t s ,  and I ' m  s u r e  
she made them. 

Q. Do you s t i l l  have some? 

A. We did have, bu t  Mom so ld  some of them. 

Q. Oh, she d i d ?  

A. A long t i m e  ago. She had so  much s t u f f ,  you know, and some--I t h i n k  
i t  was Mrs. Chris  Harre wanted one, and she j u s t  sold it t o  h e r  f o r  a 
d o l l a r  o r  two. 

Q. Well, I remember t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  lady.  Didn't  they  live down t h e r e  
where Dean Cox l i v e d ,  i n  t h a t  house, t h e  Murray house, a t  one time? 

A. Harre 's?  No, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  they d id ;  they l i v e d  up a t  t h e  o t h e r  
end of town. 

Q. Oh. Vela, now, d i d  you eve r  see he r  cut  the rags f o r  the carpe t?  
Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, I r e a l l y  never  d id  s e e  h e r  c u t  them. She was always doing 
something. Course, she  k n i t  a l o t ,  you know, l i k e  t h i s .  i 
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Q. Oh, she  k n i t ?  

A. Oh yes ,  s h e  made socks and every th ing ,  you know, l i k e  t h a t .  Oh, 
s h e  w a s  never i d l e  a minute. 

Q. Did she  make sweaters ,  o r  d id  people wear sweaters? 

A. No, she never  made a sweater.  

Q. Did people wear sweaters ,  way back, I wonder? 

A. I don' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q. I ' v e  wondered about t h a t .  

A. I don ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q. Did she  s p i n  h e r  own wool? 

A. I th ink  she  d id ,  some of it ,  because s h e  had one of t hose  what-do-you- 
call-thems. 

Q. Spinning wheels? 

A. Oh, she  had a g r e a t  b i g  sp inning  wheel. 

Q.  hat's a walking wheel, 

A. I suppose. 

Q. The b i g  wheel 's  f o r  wool, and t h e  l i t t l e  one 's  f o r  f l a x ,  I th ink .  

A. She had two. B i l l  P e t e f i s h  has  t h e  one, t h e  small one I th ink ,  
out t he re .  1 don ' t  t h i n k  he has  t h e  b i g  one, he might have. And she 
used those,  I know. Course, they raised t h e  sheep t h e r e  on t h e i r  p lace ,  
had l o t s  of sheep, you know. Course they so ld  a l o t  of wool, too ,  t o  
J acksonv i l l e  t o  Capp's Factory.  

Q. Oh, they d id?  Now t h a t ' s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  thing. 

A. Yes. 

Q. ~ a p p ' s  then processed i t  completely i n  t h e i r  p l a n t ?  

A.  Yes. I don ' t  know what they--whether they used i t  a l l ,  o r  n o t ,  o r  
s o l d  i t  o r  what, bu t  she s o l d  i t  t o  them over  there. I knew t h a t .  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  What kind of sheep were they ,  do 
you knaw ? 

A. I wouldn't know the name of them, r e a l l y .  J u s t  sheep. I don ' t  
t h i n k  they were any fancy sheep a t  a l l .  
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Q. Did they eat t h e  mutton? 

A. Y e s ,  yes. Y e s ,  they  did.  But I don ' t  t h i n k  my mother w a s  too  
crazy about i t ,  and a l l ,  bu t  I know they d id  e a t  i t  some. 

Q. Now, you say  she made r ag  c a r p e t s ,  and she  made whi te  wool b lankets .  

A. Yes. 

Q. And what: e l s e  would she  make? 

A. W e l l ,  no t  on t h e  loom, she  made k n i t  socks,  you see.  But oh, she  
k n i t  l o t s  of socks,  s tockings ,  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did shemakecove r l e t s ,  t h e  colored ones, t h e  colored things? You 
know those  o l d  . . . 
A. Now, I don ' t  know whether she  wove those  c o v e r l e t s  o r  no t .  I do 
have some of those.  

Q. May I come see them some day? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Well, I imagine she  d id .  

A. Well, maybe s h e  d id .  

Q. What c o l o r s  a r e  they? 

A. Oh, one's b lue ,  and red  o r  ro se ,  and another  one, I think--I haven ' t  
seen them f o r  s o  long,  I ' l l  have ( l augh te r )  g e t  them o u t  ahead of time-- 
and a rose  one, I b e l i e v e ,  and a green one. There was a green one, T 
be l i eve ,  too. I suppose she  made those.  

Q. Well, they a r e  hand-woved i f  t h e y ' r e  i n  s t r i p s  and sewed toge the r ,  
because t h e  wide ones would be bought ones,  because they  couldn ' t  throw 
a s h u t t l e  t h a t  Ear. 

A. No. 

Q. Well, may I b r i n g  my camera and t ake  some p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Oh, yes ,  yes .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  do t h a t .  Now, doesn ' t  B i l l  P e t e f i s h  have some jeans  
t h a t  she  made? She wove t h e  c l o t h  and then  sewed them up. 

A. I t h i n k  he does, yes .  I don ' t  have any of t h a t ;  i t ' s  no t  e s p e c i a l l y  
pretty ( laughs) ,  bu t  i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Q. So she made t h e i r  c lo th ing ,  t h e i r  socks and t h e i r  pants .  
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A. Some of i t .  

Q. Did she  do any t a b l e  l i n e n ?  

A. I don ' t  t h ink  so ,  I don ' t  know of any. 

Q. Did she b r ing  t h e  loom t o  town wi th  h e r  when she  . . . 
A. No, no. I don' t  know what eve r  became of i t .  

Q. Who l i v e s  i n  t h a t  house now? I don ' t  know where t h a t  p l a c e  would be. 

A. Eddie Sudbrink. 

Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  a love ly  b i g  house, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  and i n  those  days, yea r s  ago, i t  w a s  considered q u i t e  a p lace .  
Had so  many rooms i n  it. Course, i t  had no conveniences whatsoever, i n  
t h a t  day. ( laughs)  But t h i s  p l ace  where she  had h e r  loom, a t  t h e  o t h e r  
end of i t ,  i n  one room i t  had a g r e a t  b i g  f i r e p l a c e  a c r o s s  t h e  end. 

Q. Oh* 

A. And they used t o ,  oh, bu tcher ,  and have t h e i r  meat and s t u f f ,  you 
know, i n  t he re ,  and they had t h e  p o t s  on t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  you know, and 
everything.  It w a s  real handy p l ace  t o  do th ings ,  you know. ( laughter )  

Q. Has t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  house been t o r n  down? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t ,  I haven ' t  been out  t h e r e  f o r  so  long. It 
may be,  I don' t  know. 

Q. W e l l ,  i t  would b e  very o l d  i f  it weren't. 

A. Yes, i t  would, 

Q. How old  was she when she  came t o  I l l i n o i s ,  do you know? 

A. Well, she came he re  as a b r ide .  I don ' t  know e x a c t l y  how o l d  she  
w a s ,  bu t  I think she  w a s  in h e r  e a r l y  twent ies .  

Q. Did her pa ren t s  come, too? Did they l i v e  he re?  

A. Not t h a t  I eve r  knew o f .  

Q. Well, she  learned  t h i s  s k i l l  down i n  t h e  o l d  s t a t e  of V i rg in i a  
then, d i d n ' t  she, i n  o ld  Virg in ia?  

A. Well, she  must have, r e a l l y .  Because she seemed t o  know how t o  
do everything.  

Q. Well, t h e  b l anke t s  were done b e a u t i f u l l y ,  I th ink .  Now, do any 
of t h e  b l anke t s  have any co lo r  i n  them, o r  are they all just p l a i n  white? 
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A. They're a l l  j u s t  about a l i k e ,  t h e r e ' s  no co lo r .  Some of them have 
a l i t t l e  whipping around t h e  edge i n  co lo r ,  bu t  I th ink  some of i t  is 
gone. Some of them have t h e  1854 d a t e  on. 

Q. And h e r  i n i t i a l s ,  too ,  a r e n ' t  t h e r e ?  I t h i n k  I've no t i ced  h e r  
i n i t i a l s .  

A. Yes. I t h i n k  h e r  middle name was Nancy Constance. 

Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  a fancy name. 

A. Yes, I couldn ' t  t h ink  of i t  a t  first.  

Q. I thought about Constance as be ing  a more r e c e n t  name. ( laughter )  
I t h i n k  about our  neighbor,  Connie Sue. 

A. Yes. { Y e s ,  you'd never  know s h e  w a s  Constance, would you? 

Q. No. ( laughter )  No, t h a t ' s  h e r  name. Did you remember your 
grandmother teaching  you about any kind of needlewmk, any embroidery, 
o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, she  never did.  

Q. Did she  p i ece  q u i l t ?  

A. Yes, she d id ,  some. But I don ' t  know where they a r e .  I expect  they 
used them up, don ' t  you? 

Q. Well, I wauldn't  be su rp r i s ed .  Now, your mother pieced q u i l t s ,  
d i d n ' t  she? 

A. Oh yes ,  some. 

Q. And your Aunt L i m e  Wilson. 

A. Yes. Not too many, though. 

Q. But they d i d  b e a u t i f u l  work. 

A. Mom had too  much else t o  do. . 

Q. Yea. Now, d i d  your grandmother make q u i l t s  o u t  of woolen o r  out  
of c o t t o n  material, would you know? 

A. Both. 

Q. Both. 

A. She had both. 

Q. Well, you couldn ' t  waste  anything. 
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A. Oh no, not a thread! It seems t o  me l i k e  she made a log  cabin 
q u i l t  one time. You know what they a re ,  those things.  

Did they encourage you g i r l s  t o  sew and do needlework? 

No. ( laughter )  

I s n ' t  t h a t  s t range?  ( laughter )  

Not a t  a l l ,  but  I learned and did p lenty  of i t .  

I'm s u r e  you did.  

But I d idn ' t  from her.  

Did you s t a r t  t o  school here  i n  Virgin ia?  

Oh yes, yes. 

And who w a s  your f i r s t  teacher? 

Harmonia Tate. 

Q. I hear  t h a t  story so many . . . ( l augh te r ) .  T e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  
about M i s s  Tate, because she seems t o  have been such a charac ter  around 
here. 

A. Oh, I couldn' t  say anything but  good about her ,  because she was a 
j o l l y  person, and we a l l  l i ked  her ,  you know, and she was a very good 
teacher with children.  Seemed t o  g e t  everybody about s t a r t e d  on the  
r i g h t  t rack .  And near ly  everybody got out  of the  f i r s t  grade. ( laughter )  

Q. Was she a b i g  woman, o r  a small . . . 
A. She w a s  t a l l  and s t a t e l y .  

Q. Oh. 

A. And, a r e a l  a t t r a c t i v e  face, I thought. She had so  much expression,  
and brown eyes, you know, and I can j u s t  s e e  her  ye t .  

Q. Really? D i d  she l i v e  t o  be q u i t e  old? 

A. She musthavebeen f a i r l y  old.  O f  course when you're young, you 
th ink someone no t  a s  o ld  as they could be. But I th ink she  d id .  

Q. Did she  paddle chi ldren  i n  school? 

A. Not very much, no. 

Q. Did she j u s t  teach t h e  f f  rst geade, o r  d id  she have severa l  grqdes? 

A. F i r s t  grade. 



Verna Rexroat 10 

Q. That was a l l ?  

A. That was al l .  Only two grades down the re  then. 

Q. Oh? F i r s t  and second? 

A. F i r s t  and second, t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  w a s  there .  

Q. Well, then who taught the  second grade? 

A. Bernita  F a r r a r ' s  mother, Mame Jacobs. And she was a wonderful 
teacher,  wonderful. And she never did ge t  over--when she'd meet me-- 
of saying, "Well, he re ' s  one of my g i r l s  ." 
Q. Well, wasn't t h a t  nice.  

A. "One of my g i r l s , "  she'd say. 

Q. Well, she taught  a good many years down there .  

A. Oh yes,, she did. A g rea t  many years.  

Q. Can you t e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  about some of the  th ings  t h a t  you did 
when you went t o  high school? Did you have music i n  high school and 
programs, ~r . . . 
A. Oh, we did some, but not l i k e  they do now. A music teacher would 
come and go t o  a l l  t h e  grades, you know. And she would stand up and 
blow her  p i t c h  pipe and we'd have a l i t t l e  music, you know, and [she 'd]  
go from room to  room. But t h a t  was j u s t  about a l l .  Un t i l  w e  go i n  
high school,  and then we had a l i t t l e  more s inging and sometimes a 
chorus but  i t  was very l imi ted  t o  what it got t o  be i n  o ther  days, you 
know. 

Q. Who were some of those e a r l y  music teachers? 

A. Well, we had one, I be l i eve  she came from Spr ingf ie ld ,  her  name 
was Pauline Mantel. And then E l l a  Wilson was a music teacher a while, 
and . . . . 
Q. Did they come once a week o r  twice a week o r  how would t h a t  be? 

A. Well, they must have come more than once a week, because they w n t  
t o  quite a few of the  rooms. 

Q. Oh. 

A. Seems lfke t he re  was somebody else. Pauline Mantel came q u i t e  a 
long t i m e .  I can see how she looks now ( laughter )  a s  long ago a s  i t ' s  
been. 

Q. Who were some of t h e  o the r  teachers you remember? 

A. Well, my t h i r d  grade teacher was E l l a  Wilson. And t h e  four th  grade 
teacher was Ernest ine H i l l i g .  
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Q. I had her  i n  the  e ighth  grade. 

A. Did you? And then do you remember Josephine Sal lee?  

Q. No. 

A. She was i n  the  s i x t h  grade. And E l l a  Wilson was a--Anna Suffern, 
1'11 take that: back, Anna Suffern was my teacher i n  seventh grade. 
And Henry Jacobs was i n  the  e ighth  grade. 

Q. Oh. No, I--and then the re  was a Miss Emma Suffern,  too,  wasn't 
there?  

A. She taught i n  t h e  country schools ,  e n t i r e l y .  She never was--in 
my memory, she never was i n  t h e  town schools. 

Q. Were they q u i t e  r i g i d  about the  th ings  you had t o  do,  l i k e  
mul t ip l i ca t ion  t a b l e s  and spe l l ing?  Did they keep chi ldren  a f t e r  
school? 

A. Y e s ,  they d id .  And sometimes they got sent  t o  t h e  p ro fessor ' s  
o f f i c e  and got a h i t  with the  rubber tube. 

Q. Rubber tube! 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And who would be some of the  professors  o r  superintendents ,  who 
were some of those? 

A. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see. Daddy H i a t t ,  a s  we c a l l e d  him. M r .  H ia t t  was 
one of them. And wel l ,  I can ' t  t h ink  who some of the  o thers  were. 

Q. Well, I guess . . . . 
A. I'd have t o  think i t  out .  

Q. Well, don' t  worry about t h a t .  I ' m  wondering, what was the  s o c i a l  
l i f e  of t h e  high school s tudents  l i k e ?  

A. Oh, i t  r e a l l y  wasn't too much, you know. Like always, t h e r e  was a 
few parties, and the re  was no dances o r  anything because the re  was no 
p lace  up the re  then, you see ,  and t h a t  schoolhouse wasn't very b ig .  
And . . . j u s t  r e a l l y  p a r t i e s ,  and sometimes i n  t h e  wintertime we'd go 
on s l e d  r i d e s  and go out  t o  some of the  country houses and go down the  
h i l l s  on t h e  s l e d s  and--those were the  school k ids ,  you know. 

Q. Whose houses would you v i s i t ?  

A. Well, one place--we had t o  go where they had a big h i l l ,  you know. 

Q. Oh, yes. (laughs):: 

A. We went out  t o  Trihswasser 's,  Blanch ~ r i b s w a s s e r ' s .  Hardly any ne 
would remember he r  here. Out t h a t  way. 1 
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Q. Who l i v e s  on the  p lace  now? 

A. Oh. 

Q. Miss Rexroat has again gone t o  ask he r  brother  a quest ion because 
she th inks  he  remembers th ings  more than she does and she  wants t o  know 
where t h i s  Tribswasser family l ived .  But I ' m  not s u r e  t h a t  he knows 
e i t h e r  . 
A. It's out  by Sweetint,;s. 

Q. Oh, out  t h a t  way. Out pas t  the  packing p lan t  pas t  the  cemetery. 
Well, how would you ge t  out  there?  Walk out? 

A. Oh, some of . . . yes,  but some of the  k ids  had horses--we had no 
horse and buggy--or they took u s  out .  Maybe they came . , . 
Q. Would they have food f o r  you out  there? 

A. No, w e  d idn ' t  have any food as I remember. They d i d n ' t  have foods, 
you know, l i k e  they do now and when you go, why, you have t o  have a 
l i t t l e  coffee  o r  something, you know. ( laughter )  

Q. You just went out  and coasted and then came back t o  town? 

A. Yes, we were out  t h e r e  a l l  afternoon. (inaudible comment by M r .  
Rexroat ) 

Q. Oh, i t ' s  not  far from t h e  cemetery, then, is  i t ?  

A. No, not  too f a r .  No. Well, w e  used t o  walk out  t o  t h e  pond beyond 
the  cemetery and go ska t ing  when i t  was zero. 

Q. Were you a good ska te r?  

A. No. (laughter) 

Q. Oh, I thought you would be. 

A. No, I 'm-I  never meant t o  be a very good skater .  One time Lee Edda 
and I walked out  the re ,  alone. Went way out  t o  the  cemetery, you know, 
and skated around. A l o t  of people the re ,  and had a good time. 

Q. Where was t h a t  pond? On the  Hoppin farm? 

A. No, t h e  o the r  way. 

Q* Oh. 

A. It was known a s  t h e  Widmeyer pond, I think.  

Q. Had t h a t  been where t h e r e  was a brickyard o r  something o r  is  i t  
j u s t  a pond? 
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A. I don't  know of any brickyard the re ,  r e a l l y .  

Q. Did they have junior  proms o r  the  equivalent ,  o r  par ty  t h a t  the  
juniors  gave t h e  senfors  when you graduated? 

A. Well, t h e  juniors  en te r t a ined  the  sen io r s ,  but  course, you know, 
the re  was only about twenty some i n  each c l a s s  and t h a t  was always held 
a t  t h e  houses i n  those days. And they had n i c e  p a r t i e s ,  too,  j u s t  r e a l  
n ice .  

Q. Would they have a dinner? 

A. No, not  t h a t  I remember, a dinner,  but they had more than sandwiches, 
I know. 

Q. More than sandwiches. (laughs) 

A. Because Virginfa enter ta ined he r  c l a s s  a t  home the re ,  and they had 
creamed chicken and everything t h a t  went with it. But a s  I say,  i t  
wasn't hundreds, you know, l i k e  now. 

Q. Who a l l  was i n  your c l a s s  i n  high school? 

A. Well, the re  was Georgia Sudbrink and Howard Anderson and Bernice 
Wilson and Helen Turner and Ethel  Mathews and . . . . My c l a s s  wasn't 
a b i g  c l a s s  i n  high school.  And B i l l  Devlin and Amy Logue. They're 
near ly  a l l  gone. ( inaudible comment by M r .  Rexroat) Boyd . . . . 
Q. Oh, s o  i t ' s  where Boyd's l i v e  now, i s  the  place.  (Inaudible comment) 
Cal l  him'Fuze, don' t  they? Did you have much of a choice of sub jec t s  i n  
high school? What did you take? 

A. Well, you d idn ' t  have too much choice i n  those days. You could e i t h e r  
take Lat in  o r  German, and t h e  course was p r e t t y  wel l  s e t  up f o r  you. 

Q. Everybody took a fore ign language, then? 

A. You were supposed to ,  yes. I took two years  Latin.  It was just - -  
everybody about: took t h e  same thing then. It j u s t  wasn't  l i k e  i t  is now 
a t  a l l .  (laughs) 

Q. No typing, no sewing? 

A. Oh no, no, nothing. J u s t  learning.  ( laughter)  

Q. Now, when you f in i shed  high school,  d id  they have a graduation? 
Can you t e l l  me  about the graduation? 

A. Oh yes,  we had graduation and . . . t he  highest  one always had a 
speech and--valedictorian. And oh, sometimes d i f f e r e n t  ones had poet 
and d i f f e r e n t  th ings ,  essays ,  you know. But the  year  I graduated, i 
smallpox scareandeverything was quarantined, so our graduation exel 
w a s  a l l  c a l l e d  o f f .  
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Q. Oh, a smallpox epidemic i n  Virginia? 

A. Yes. Oh, i t  was bad, too. 

Q. Hadn't people been vaccinated? 

A. Not u n t i l  then, a l o t  of them. 

Q. Did anybody d ie?  

A. I don' t  th ink  so,  a s  I remember, but some of them were out  i n  t e n t s  
a l l  i s o l a t e d  and everything. 

Q. They put them i n  t e n t s  out  i n  the  yard? 

A. Well, out some place away from people. 

Q. And t h a t  was i n  May o r  June? 

A. It was before graduation. It w a s  i n  1908. 

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  they had a smallpox epidemic? 

A. Yes, t h a t  I remember of .  W e  haven't  had much of i t  s ince .  It was 
bad then. 

Q. Did any school s tuden t s  have i t ?  

A. George had it.  

Q. Oh he did! 

A. H e  j u s t  had a few breaking out  on h i s  f e e t .  And Mary had i t ,  just-- 
they never even were s i c k  o r  anything but they thought they had i t  s o  
they were quarantined, so  I had t o  leave home. ( laughter )  

Q. They stayed the re  and your mother stayed with them? 

A. Yes, and Dad and Rol s l e p t  down here ,  put  i n  c o t s  down here.  

Q. How long were they quarantined? 

A. Quite a while,  seve ra l  weeks. Wasn't t h a t  something? 

Q. I never heard of t h a t  before. 

A. Oh, yes. ( laughter)  

Q. So I suppose school was closed early? 

A. Well, no school went on, I th ink,  f o r  those t h a t  d i d n ' t  have i t ,  
you know. Yes, I went on t o  school.  

Q. But you v i s i t e d  some frfends? 




















