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Preface

This oral history of Walter J. Reum's service in the Illinois House of
Representatives is a product of the Illinois Legislative Council's
General Assembly Oral History Program. The oral history technique adds

a distinctive new dimension to the Council's statutory responsibility for
performing research and collecting information concerning the government
of the state.

Walter J. Reum was born in Chicago in 1914. The story of his youth is
typical of the city's west side in the 1920's and 1930's. Upon grad-
uation from Chicago's Kent School of Law and admittance to the Illinais
bar in 1938, hé embarked on a career in law which was to lead to recqgni-
tion as a leading authority in the field of employee pension and welfare
plans. After service with the U. S. Navy in World War II, he became
active in the local politics of Oak Park, Illinois, rising to become
Republican committeeman for the township. In 1952, Mr. Reum was elected
to the House of Representatives, serving until 1962 when he left the
legislature to run, unsuccessfully, for the office of State Treasurer.

Mr. Reum's major legislative achievements were in the filelds of reappor-
tionment, fiscal reform and education. His memoir focuses on such
legislation, but also recounts personal and political experiences which
were related to those subjects. Particularly instructive are his dis-
cussions of campaign techniques and the functions of precinct captains
(district committeemen). His writing and production, while serving as
township committeeman, of a satirical political play led to its production
by a Broadway company and the writing and publication of the book

Politics From the Inside Up.

Mr, Reum married Lucy Bellegay in 1939. After he left polities to devote
full time to his law practice, it came his turn to assume the supportive-
role for the "Reum Team" in public service. Mrs. Reum embarked on a
public career with her election as a delegate to the 1970 Illinois Con-
stitutional Convention. After failing narrowly in a bid for the office
of Cook County Recorder of Deeds, she went on to a distinguished term of
service on the Illinois Racing Board, becoming the first woman in the
United States to head a state racing board. The memoir also present$ the
experiences of the "Reum Team'" in these endeavors.




Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that it is a transcript
of the spoken word. Its informal, conversational style represents a
deliberate attempt to encourage candor and to tap the narrator's memory.
However, persons interested in listening to the tapes should understand
that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should
be regarded as a primary historical source, as no effort was made to
correct or challenge the narrator.

Neither the Illinois Legislative Council nor Sangamon State University is
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner during the
spring of 1980. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Waggoner, a small farm-
service community in central Illinois. At age 18, he enlisted for mili-
tary service in World War II and, as a U. S. Air Force commissioned
officer, continued to serve until 1973. Upon leaving service, he resumed
his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history at Sangamon
State University in 1975. Specializing in the field of oral history, his
association with the Sangamon State University Oral History Office dates
from 1976.

Ulanda Buckhold transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were
edited by Mr. Waggoner and reviewed by Mr. Reum, prepared the typescript.
Carol Marshall compiled the index. Dorothy Hopkins assisted in the
pre~interview research. The Chicago Tribune provided valuable assistance
in the research effort.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,

without written permission from the Illinois Legislative Council, Room 107,

Stratton Building, Springfield, Illinois 62706.
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Volume 1

Walter J. Reum Memoir

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1

A: (reads from prepared text) "I was born with a caul on Sunday, June 7,
1914, According to old wives' tales, the caul meant that I was predestined
for prominence. The tale may have originated with Dickens since he was born
with a caul and you'll recall that he endowed David Copperfield with one,
too.”

"Although my mother and father were born in America, their parents and all
their forebearers were born in Germany. My mother tells me that the intense
anti-German feeling in America during World War I was not vented on our family
probably because our name was not instantly recognizable as German without the
umlauted "U" and the pronunciation of "Reum" [as in "ream,” rhymes with
“team"] sounded more French than German. And what's more, my parents were
insignificant politically and economically.”

"I have few recollections of the World War I years but I do remember my
mother, who had a fine singing voice, singing such war songs to me as 'I
Didn't Raise My Boy to be a Soldier' and 'America, Here's My Boy.' The words
to '] Didn't Raise My Boy to be a Soldier' had a terrific impact on me at the
impressionable age of three or four, I still remember,”--and I wish I had the
voice today that I had then. (laughs) "I still remember the words to 'I
Didn't Raise My Boy to be a Soldier.,' Here they are:

I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier.

I raised him up to be my pride and joy.

Who dares to place a musket on his shoulder,
To kill another mother's darling boy.

Let nations arbitrate their future troubles. |
It's time to put the sword and gun away. |
There'd be no wars today, '
If mothers all would say,

I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier.”




"The exact opposite sentiment was in the song 'America, Here's My Boy,' and
that went this way: '

America, I raised my boy for you.
America, you'll find him staunch and true.
Place a musket on his shoulder.

He is ready to die or do.

America, I raised my boy for you.
He's my only pride and joy.

And if I had another,

He'd march beside his brother.
America, here's my boy.”

Q: Well! (laughs) Two quite opposite sentiments, yes.

A: And probably a commentary on the freedom of expression in America even
during a war period.

Q: Yes, sir.

A: (resumes reading) "I sang these songs at a local theater and won first
prize in an amateur contest. My mother tells me that the master of ceremonies
tried desperately to award me the second prize, a box of candy--much more
attractive to a three or four year old-—instead of the first prize of a
fountain pen, but the audience would have no part of it, proving, I guess,
that one gets what one deserves rather than what one wants.,”

"My mother and father were bright. However, my mother was forced to leave
school at the end of eighth grade to take care of a sick mother. My father
was sent to work at the age of ten building boxcars for the Michigan Central
Railroad. In later years, he laughingly attributed his bowed 1legs to
straddling those boxcars.”

"He spent most of his early life working on the railroad in various capacities
and this in turn led to employment by the Pinkerton Detective Agency. They
needed an undercover man to break a ring of railroad thieves. After
succeeding, he stayed on with Pinkerton and was responsible for apprehending
several mnotorious criminals.”

"Obviously, because each of my parents was denied an education, their fervent
desire was to give me the best education possible, My childhood was spent in
Chicago in the area bhounded by Crawford Avenue on the east, Keeler Avenue on
the west, Chicago Avenue on the south and Division Street on the north, known
as Dickeyville. Crawford Avenue was named after a famous Irishman, Pat
Crawford., When the name was changed to Pulaski Road, the Poles were elated
and the Irish were furious. It was my first experience with ethnic
loyalities.”

"The name Dickeyville came from the fact that virtually all male inhabitants
of the area were employed as motormen, mechanics or conductors on the old




Chicago surface lines or were Chicago policemen. In these capacities they all
wore service uniforms, hence the name Dickeyville; that is, a neighborhood of
service uniforms. The Chicago surface lines employees all wore gray and white
striped cotton service uniforms with caps to match and the policemen wore
their service uniforms even when off duty.”

"The Germans of the City of Chicago at this time were dyed in the wool
Republicans. 1 can remember my father taking me, I was ten, to a political
rally at Guyon's Paradise Ballroom where Big Bill Thompson was the speaker. I
was fiercely impressed when he took a sheet of lightweight roofing paper and
let it flutter to the stage and described it as roofing paper used by his
opponent, Mayor Dever, during his administration., Then he dropped a heavy
roofing paper that hit the stage with a resounding slap and described it as
the roofing paper he had used during his administration. I think that Big
Bill Thompson was more flamboyant than most but I have the feeling that most
people in politics are frustrated actors.” (laughs)

Q: Oh?

A: "At any rate, I championed Big Bill Thompson because my father did and this
brought me into conflict with my grade school teacher who was an outspoken
supporter of Mayor Dever. T openly gloated when I arrived in the classroom
the day after Thompson won the election. She said sharply, 'Wipe the grin off
your face. You will not feel the same when you grow up.'”

Q: Well! (laughs)

A: "She was right, of course. My political comnsciousness had not risen above
family and party loyalty.”

"Prior to moving to Dickeyville, I attended the Cameron grammar school. My
second grade teacher seated pupils according to their grades. The person with
the highest grade occupied the first seat and so on down the line to the last
seat occupied by the pupil with the lowest grade. She believed that this
gystem provided incentive for better grades. In the light of the United
States Supreme Court decision in Brown versus Board of Education, it pxobably
damaged psyches more than it provided motivation for excellence."

Let me read you a sentence from Brown versus Board of Education: "A sense of
inferfority affects the motivation of a child to learn.” And I'm sure
arranging us from the first seat to the last seat created a sense of
inferiority. This sentence is the famous "footnote" in Brown versus Bodrd of

Education dealing with the adverse psychological effect on minority stydents.
My point being that I don't think, except for the top couple of seatis, the
arranging from first seat to last seat provided the incentive and motivation
that the teacher was looking for. (pause)

At any rate, (resumes reading) "I remember vying for the first seat wilth the
nephew of the teacher, And for one whole semester I stepped across every
crack on the sidewalk from home to school and the first request |on my
Christmas list was an unabridged dictionary., By the end of the semegter, I




was able to continuously hold on to the first seat, but I was a nervous wreck.
It wasn't until years later that I recognized that she had brought to the
forefront my latent, fiercely competitive spirit.”

"Another grade school experience that may have had an impact on my later life
stemmed from my selection from the sixth grade through the eighth grade as the
graduation commencement speaker.”

Q: Oh?

A: "I was selected because at the time I was broadcasting on radio station KYW
with Uncle Bob Wilson and on WGN with Quinn Ryan's Punch and Judy show. = I
well remember my first commencement address., I gave a memorized recitation of
a baseball story entitled "Moriarity was at Third.” Moriarity, who I believe
later became an umpire, was famous for his base stealing ability. He was at
third base in a crucial game with a weak batter at the plate. He studied the
pitcher's moves and awaited the opportunity to steal home., He was determined
to take a calculated risk but not a foolish one. I'm afraid the moral of the
story did not completely sink in for me and most of my audience at that time.
Reflecting on it in later years, I realized the story conveyed a fundamental
truth., Success seldom comes without taking risks. Further, the risks taken
must be calculated and not foolhardy and must be taken only when one has the
resources and skills to succeed.”

"Perhaps this truth was in the back of my mind when I first ran for
Representative in the Illinois General Assembly., The 23rd senatorial district
was for the most part composed of Democrat voters and therefore elected two
Democrats, The lone Republican was Bill Thon, conceded to be wunbeatable
because he had been a member of the House for some thirty years. 1 took the
calculated risk that the district could elect two Republicans in 1952 because
I sincerely believed that I had the skills and resources to succeed. A defeat
might have aborted my political career right then and there, but more of that
later.”

Perhaps 1 should ask a question at this point., Is this along the lines that
you want as far as early life is concerned?

Q: Yes, it's along the lines, but we're covering an awful lot of ground quite
rapidly.

A: Yes, that's why I wondered whether or not you wanted to interpose
questions.

Q: Well, I would like to. Yes, sir.
A: Yes.

Q: For example, you say your mother and father were both born in the United
States.

A: Right.










































































































































































































































































































