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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Bill Ortman for the Oral History Office om October 21, 1972, Linda Jett
edited the tramscript.

Raymond Repplinger was born in Nauvoo, Illinois on July 19, 1908. Mr+
Repplinger lived in Nauvoo all of his life, except for the two years he
lived in Chicago and New York. This memoir contains hisg reminiscence
about life in Nauvoo, Illinois and information about the early settlers
in Nauvoo. Mr. Repplinger died in 1982.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expregssed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62708,




Raymond Repplinger, October 21, 1972, Nauvoo, Illinois,

Bill Ortman, Interviewer.

Q: Where were you born?
A: Nauvoo.

And what year?

> o

In 1908, July 19, 1908, in the sign of Leo.

o

: I see and you lived here in Nauvoo all your life?

A: Just about with the exception of tem years. I was in Chicago for
nine and a half years and in New York for almost a year.

Q: Were you doing some job then?

A: Yes, T worked for the Real Motor Car Company and the Hudson Motor Car
in Chicago and in New York City 1 was a jewelry salesman. I was situated
on Fifth Avenue, 307 Fifth Avenue. And I had seven states to cover and I
went as far west as Troy, New York and I had Atlantic City, New Jersy on
the south, and Bar Harbor, Maine on the north, I had everything in between
those points., Some days, rather some trips I was out for three weeks.

Q: Well, going back here to Nauvoo in 1908 when you were born and you said
you lived here all your life basically except when you left for a short time
the thing I would like to ask you right away are your parents. Becausge we
will be spending quite a bit of our interview time this evening talking
about your father and some of the things that he had done, WNow you might
tell us about your home place.

A: Well, my father built six houses on that street. We lived in the last
one that he built. I was born in the second to the last ome that he huilt,
And he built a machine shop. And there he had a forge and two welders, a
gas welder and an arc welder and he had two lathes and he had benders and
along with that he sold the Maxwell automobile and he sold the Dodge gars.
And he also built cars, he made a car of his own using two Model T Fond
engines and tandem and with the Auburn rear end system of high wheels.

Q: What was his name?
A: John, John Repplinger.
Q: And what was your mother's name?

A: Margretha,
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Q: And so John and Margretha. How did you mother spell her name?

A: I don't know. M-A-R-G-R-E-T~H-A.
Q: That is an unusual name. What street was your home located on?
A: Sixteenth and Mullholland.

Q: Now you say your father built these six houses. What did he build
them out of?

A: Out of cement blocks.
Q: And this is some of the earliest of the cement blocks.

A: Yes, some of the big heads of the day said that they would never last.
That they would fall down.

Q: Okay. What year are we talking about?

A: That is 1903,

Q: And who made these blocks?

A: He did. He and Melvin Beager made one a minute,
Q: And how did they do this?

A: They had special cement that they used, special mortar, and they didn't
entirely wet it, they just dampened it, They put it in molds and they
tamped it good and they-—each one had a pallet so that it wouldn't have to
be picked up by hand., After it got dry then they could handle it any way
they wanted to.

Q: I see and did he sell any of these blocks commercially?

A: Yes, he would sell them. I forget what he would charge for them. I
think it was about eight or ten cents a piece, But he used them mostly
with his shop and also in his buildings.

Q: I see, and this is one thing unless you read something about it in one
of the historical papers that have been written by say Mrs. Bloom regarding
some of the things your father has done there isn't too many people that
know that for instance that there were cement blocks being built at that
time period in Nauvoo. Why did he carry this idea forward and try to

mass produce it? Wasn't that popular at that time?

A: It seems that times were hard and that there was nobody coming into
Nauvoo to fill these houses so these good Morman houses that were standing
idle that could be fixed up so they certainly weren't going to buy a new
house when they didn't have the money when they could get into these dlder
buildings.

Q: Why didn't he go to say Fort Madison to sell these?
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A: He didn't make it a point to see the blocks out rightly.

Q: Looking at this from a perspective do you think he could have had @
pretty good sale at that time if he would have carried his idea forward.

A: No, I don't think so because there was nothing in Nauvoo to draw the
people in., And they all had houses.

Q: What about the people in the surrounding areas?

A: Well, it was that the farmers weren't doing too well. And the only
thing that we could look forward to around here was the grape vineyards.
They had to have grape cutters, grape hoers, and grape pruners, and the
like., It was a good thing that we did have that one industry.

Q: Now you are gpeaking of we having that one industry. Did this mean
the people of Nauvoo or your father?

A: No, we, the people of Nauvoo.
Q: Did you raise grapes at that time?
A: No, He had nothing like that, Just shop work,

Q: So I am curious then about these blocks before we go on. As I say
we are putting this into perspective trying to tell what could have
happened. Do you think some of the reasons for his inability to go out
and sell a lot of blocks to the people in the area was either that he
didn't really make a real effort or the people thought the houses would
crumble?

A: No, I don't believe they had any doubt in their mind about the strength
of the block. People in those days were interested in new things and the
cement block was something new and they were interested in it. They had
quite a lot of confidence in them. The fact that they were cement was good
enough.

Q: I see, Where did he probably get this idea?

A: Well, I'm not certain. I never did know. But he certainly did put it
to a good use.

Q: And he built the cement blocks right there where the homes were om
Sixteenth and Mullholland. You said he made six homes and I can remember

two of those homes if I'm not mistaken, Where were the other four, down the
street?

A: Down the street towards the Methodist Church.
Q: Are they still standing?
A: Yes,

Q: That would be the home that Jerry Knight has? i
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Az

Q:

That's right.

And prior to that time one of the Diemers lived in one of those homes,

didn't they?

A:

That was the one that Knight lived in but the other omes Edith McGregor

and then Mr, Hamma lived there.

Q:

A:

Q:

That's H-A-M-M-A?

Yes.

And McGregor was M-C-G-R-E-G-0-R?

That's right.

S0 there are some homes standing?

Yes. And then Viola Gross, her home too,
Gross?

G-R-0~S-8,

So, we're going on from those homes now, at that point, this is 1908,

There are six homes that are built, is that correct, around 1908?

Az

Q:

A:

Yes.

You said you were borm in 1908, I believe?

Yes, in the second to the last house,

So he just built these houses just prior to your birth?

Yes,

All brand new?

Yes, from 1903 to 1908,

Did your father own the property and did he . ., . .

He bought the property just as he needed to build the houses,

Did your mother have a profession of her own or did she have enough
do in the home?

No, she was strictly a housewife,
What are some of the memories you have of her?

She was very conservative., She was a hard worker; she kept a good

house.
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Q: And there were three children in your family?

A: Four.

Q: Okay. You have one brother.

A: Yes, I have one brother who is four years older.

Q: He was born about 1904.

A: Yes,

Q: And then you say you have a sister that is deceased.

A: Yes, she was born in 1906, And then myself in 1908 and then in 1910 was
my sister Sally who is now in California.

Q: Since we know your father was quite an innovator-—coming up with new
things but did you as young boys find it really enjoyable to stand
around and watch him pound out things and create?

A: Yes, we certainly did; we both worked with him in the shop as
mechanics but because we worked as mechanics we never liked the
business because we had to do it,

Q: Did you find a separation in the time when you and your family, your
parents, your father got inside that the business was over or was it a
little mixed so to speak? The business carried over into the household or
when you got out of your job and the day was over did you . . .

A: No, as I recall the shop was held open to all hours of the night and
we always hoped to pick up a few stragglers from the saloons., 5See the
saloons would close at 12:00 [midnight] and a lot of times they wouldq't
get their gas till the time they went out of town or maybe some repair
work. So my dad was open for that business.

Q: Then you had to take turns,

A: Well, yes. We didn't have to work so much at night but on school
holidays and during the summer.

Q: Do you remember any accidents taking place?

A: Yes, Doctor Faggers, an old doctor, who was a very prominent doctor,
he had a baby killed., His automobile turned over on Danger Hill going to
Fort Madison, south of Niota.

Q: Is that the big hill going down to the bridge?

A: No, this would be on the old dirt road, called Danger Hill and it
was such a narrow hill and there was always wash outs. And it was full
of clay and bumps and everything and he was going around the bottom of
the hill so fast that he upset in the ditch., And it killed one of their
children.
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Q: So since you were in the garage here did you have something to do
with 1it?

A: Yes, my father fixed them up.

Q: And you had to go and bring the car in or something? Did you have a
wrecker or just another car? '

A: No, they didn't know what a wrecker was in those days.
Q: I'm surprised your father didn't make something.

A: Yes, he did make something. For instance 1if a car broke an axle
he had a device with a wheel on it that he could put underneath the
housing and bring that car in, tow that car in. And it worked quite
well., And later on in years we saw some manufactured for that purpose,

Q: At that point was he unfamiliar with the fact that there were patemts
or did this not cross his mind?

A: No. My father had a third grade education and he was a very, very poor
businessman, Had he had a college education or a high school education he
might have put some of his inventions out and made some money on them. And
of course there's always so much red tape that the average fully informed
person just would rather let it go to pieces rather tham carry it out.

Q: What about, this looking again back in perspective, what are your
feelings about this thing, do you think it's really too bad that he
didn't have somebody?

A: Yes, absolutely. We many times thought that we wished we had somebody
to get behind his inventions and do something with them. But he was just
tickled to death to go along and make new things and just to see if they
worked and to the interest in building, building them was important in
his mind,

Q: Well, what about, I would think that anybody that would build things
that would work would probably at some time or other would probably
build something that wouldn't work.

A: He had things that didn't work. I remember one winter it was too cold
to work outside and there was a man down the street that was going to work
on perpetual motion. And my dad was going to beat him to it. So he was
working in the basement. He was heating iron from the furnace down there.
We had a coal furnace and it worked pretty well as a forge. And he was
working there with some sort of a wheel that had ball bearings in the cuts
in the center of the wheel. And he thought that as the balls would roll
through this path that they would continue to create pressure downward and
that would make the wheel continue to run. But he wasn't thinking about
friction, and the fact that the balls had to be carried up on the other side
of the wheel. So he gave it up. So that is one that he did give up.

Q: What was the size of this thing?
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A: The size was about 14" to 18" in diameter or something like that.
It was just a device that if it could work then he could prove with it
that perpetual motion was possible.

Q: Well, apparently what was never possible then he couldn't figure it out,
then nobody could.

A: Well that was what we thought too,
Q: What year would this have been?
A: I would say about 1912,

Q: And you don't really remember too much of that., You were very, very
small then.

A: Yes, that is right. But I do remember seeing all that and then I
heard about it later on see. That is where I get my knowledge about it
now. I looked into perpetual motion myself, in an electrical way., I
thought that a generator could run a motor and the motor run the generator.
But you see you had your friction there. And that is the reason that
perpetual motion is impossible. If you can get rid of friction then there
is the possibility of it,

Q: Was there anything else that he worked on that didn't work?
A: Well, let's see . . .

Q: One thing that I did want to ask while we think about this 1s if
we go into the idea of all the things that he tried to make, etc.,

and the fact that he was making things for people here and there,

how did he have time to do anything? I mean that he seems that he has
ten zillion things going.

A: Well, he did put in long hours. He seldom closed that shop earlier than
ten o'clock. And of course it was sort of a harboring place for roustabouts
and people like that and it was sort of a place to come for stories and

talk and visit, But I was going to mention about Long Andy. Now a lot

of the old timers of Nauvoo would remember that car. It was a Model T

Ford with the frame extended to accommodate a bus cab, which he made.

And he used it for taxi work and he had lots of business from the

Saint Mary's Academcy and the Spaulding Institute at that time. This

is the present Saint Edmunds Hall, where the sisters are now. And that
worked out quite well but then after a while he got out of the taxi

business and of course he junked that. And he made the first invisible

gas pump. He put a tank on the ground, filled the tank partially full

with gas, and put some compressed air in it, And this forced the air

up into, first it was a onme gallon and them he changed it to a five gallon
bottle with some graduations on it for so many gallons to the customer.

That worked out quite well. We had to drill a hole in the bottom of them
glass jugs which took about all day to do and all we had was real hard
drills and everybody took a crack at turning the drill and when we finally
got through we used quite a bit of water with it} we just actually wore

that hole through. Then finally he decided that after he broke a few |
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that was too much work so he just put a pipe up the bottom of the neck
and that let the air out of the jug. There had been a lot of comment pn
that first invisible gas pump. Then I remember he built a post hole diigger
that worked quite well but he didn't do anything with it either. All fhe
telephone companies and utility companies and light companies are usinp
those drills and doing a wonderful job with them.

Q: Let's see there's a couple of things that we can catch up just a minute,
I couldn't help but wonder when I heard the name Long Andy for this car, the
bus, I've seen pictures of it, very interesting. Who named it to start with?

A; I think that it was just some bystander.
Q: How practical was this?

A: Well, it wasn't--well I'll tell you I think you're getting that
confused with that straight 8 engine. The Long Andy was merely for
bus and taxi service. And this straight 8 was merely an experiment.
It was the first 8 cylinder Ford in America. And shall I go ahead
and tell about how that was constructed.

Q: Yes.

A: There was a universal joint between the two motors and Dad had trouble
with the universal joint breaking because one motor would kick which was
quite characteristic of the old Model T's and the universal joint would go
to pieces. 5o he got tired of that and he didn't need a car that had more
power than you could use. There was roads that could hold it, They got
it up to 65 miles per hour then they had to shut it down on dirt roads;
that was pretty fast. So he tore that up again. And then he went along

a few years later and built a grape hoe for Baxters and the Gem City Vine
Line Company here in Nauvoo and it worked perfectly., In fact it worked so
good that there'd been some patents taken off of it,

Q: What were the parts of the grape hoe?

A: There was just a handle with certain levers so it would go in and out
as the tractor would go along in the grape row.

Q: And you would guide it with your hand?

A: Yes, and it was more or less manuverable so that you could get in and
around the posts and the plants.

Q: Okay. Now we have~-let's go back and clarify. You talked about the Long
Andy and the straight 8, Which was built first?

A: The Long Andy.
Q: What year was this built?
A: About the time of the war,

Q: About 19177
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A: Yes, in 1917 and 1918.

Q: And what about the straight 8?7
A: Well, that came afterwards. About 1920,

: It seems like then we'll find him pretty much infatuated from 1917 to
he early 1920's with cars.

A: Yes, he was,
Q: Was he always this way?

A: Yes, he was a wizard with machinery. And he built the first self-
propelled saw mill., He used to go around sawing wood for people on this
tractor. We had quite a few pictures of it in operation. It was very
practical, But of course that faded away but it was a means of making
money in the wintertime when you needed some and couldn't do something
else.

Q: If you think of anything else we'll go on, if you think of anything
else you want to bring up about him we'll bring it up a little later or
we can bring it up right now. But otherwise you'll go on and we can come
back, if necessary.

A: Let's go to something else.

Q: We covered quite a few of your early memories and so forth and right
now I'm interested in friends, your father, with your name I presume was
pretty much straight German., From what I hear in Nauvoo a number of
languages were spoken: French, German and etc., Do you have any comments
about these, some of the friends you had, maybe some of the first generation
Germans or whatever it might be? Or even second generation?

At Well, yes., It seems that many of the Germans had their vineyards and
their wine cellars, And my dad was quite a wine drinker and I got to visit
quite a few of these wine cellars with him. I remember Hertenstein's best,
1 believe the old Hertenstein's, Bill Hertenstein.

Q: Where was he located then?

A: Where Bernard Moffett is now. Underneath there is a good wine cellar.
Underneath his house. Excuse me Bernard Sheafer.

Q: When I think of Bernard Sheafer I think of a fairly new home,
A: Yes, but you see his son bought it,
Q: Was a new house built on top of the wine cellar then?

A: The old beautiful mansion burned down, and they went ahead and put|
this new house over the top of it,

Q: Maybe 25 or 30 years ago?
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A: Yes, I would guess that because I was in Chicago at the time.

Q: For purposes of clarification this is on the street that comes up .
to the state park pass the company area.

A: That's Parley Street.

Q: Would this be about a block away from the state park?
A: It would be a full block.

Q: Can you tell us something about the wine cellars?

A: Yes, I think that there were forty-four wine cellars in and around
Nauvoo, arched wine cellars. And all of them back in the old river packer
days were sending wine to St. Paul and St. Louis and just about all around
by rail.

Q: Can you remember all of this?
A: I can remember that,

Q: These wine cellars, since we are on this subject and a lot of people
don't exactly know what a wine cellar is--some of them confuse it with a
regular cellar--could you describe a wine cellar and maybe tell us how it
was built?

A: Yes, there are two ways of building a wine cellar. You can build an
arched cellar and you can either have this under a home or a building or
on the side of a hill. Many are built into the side of the hill. And
the way they do that, one way anyway is to make a form of an arch by
digging and by laying your rock or cement whichever you expect to use
over the top of that and when it drys thoroughly then you dig out
underneath the arch to get out, Now you have a good substantial arch.

Q: I see, now when you say when it drys, do you mean you lay your rocks
down and then pour your rocks down and pour cement over the top?

A: You just put your rock in as if you were laying bricks.
Q: Rock, cement and then rock?

A: Just as you go up through the arch. And then of course when it is
perfectly dry and set well you dig out the dirt underneath it. WNow that
is one way. Then you can also--and many of the wine cellars are built
with the structure underneath it to hold the arch and, of course, as you
go up with the arch why you put that keystone in and that's not going to
break. Especially after it's cemented in and set. So when everything is
done all the layers are put in, you take your forms down, and you have an
arch cellar.

Q: I see, okay. That tells us how some of the people built the wine
cellar and we are talking about the reason of wines and the grapes and

so forth., Before we were talking about steamboats and some of the thins
you can remember about this community that have changed.
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A: I would like to bring out the sinking of the Keohuk packing boat ap
the Nauvoo landing. There are pictures around Nauvoo of that and T happen
to be on the boat at the time when Captain Blair was pumping out the hvll
of the Keohuk and we were on the riverside and Blair was there, we wer
there, we were right with him, and he said, "Boys, if you really want to
help me, go to the other side of the deck, We want all the load on the
other side of the deck." Previous to that they sent divers down to canvas
the part of the ship that was under water and they had dredges come in

and pump the water out of the hull and also they used the Nauvoo Fire
Department to aid., It wasn't very important but every little bit counted.
So finally the boat righted itself and they continued to use it. 1 was
told that they lowered-—-the boat was in awfully close to the shore and
they lowered the water on Lake Cooper, we called it Lake Cooper in those
days, the river. And that left the boat list to one side and, of course,
eventually sank it,

Q: You answered my question as to why it went down now., Now Captain
Blair spelled his name B-L-A-I-R, He was quite a knowledgable individual
as I recall and has been a captain of numerous boats.

A: There were various numbers of Blair hoats,

Q: Well, it seemed to me that he at one time worked on the DeBut or the
Capitol?

A: Could have been,

Q: Okay, what about the landing you were speaking of? There's been
three or four different landings here in Nauvoo.

A: Yes, two that I know of. Three if you want to consider the Sonora
landing that's down by Kruse's down in Sonora about five miles down.

Q: How do you spell this name, K-R-U-S-E?
A: K-R-U-S~E is right.
Q: What asbout the landing where the boat sank?

A: Well, that was the new Nauvoo boat landing and it had good water there.
Some of the fishermen said that out several blocks there was a hundred and
fifty foot of water there. That was very good.

Q: Okay, where was this?

A: Down by the first Joseph Smith's store that you see only the foundation
of now., Just right from there. Now the first boat landing I'd like to
talk on was up by the old Leigh residence in that area, 0l1d Commerce Cfty.
That has always been a real deep channel there and I remember two and three
excursion boats in at one time at that landing and all of them playing
their calliopes and letting off people and taking on people and barrels of
wine went on. They took produce and things like that with them. They. even
had horses and things like thatj they transported almost everything,

Q: You say by Commerce City, now this would have been at the old Main
Street?



































































































