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Preface 

This manuscript is  t h e  product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
B i l l  Ortman f o r  the  Oral History Office on October 21, 1972. Linda Jett  
edited the t r ansc r ip t .  

Raymond Repplinger was born i n  Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s  on July 19, 1908. M K ~  
Repplinger l ived i n  Nauvoo a l l  of h i s  l i f e ,  except for the  twu years be 
lived in Chicago and New Yo&. This memoir contains h i s  reminiscence 
about l i f e  i n  Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s  and information about the  early settlers 
in Nauvoo. M r .  Repplinger died i n  1982. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind that it i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the interviewer, na r ra to r  and 
ed i to r  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  University i s  not 
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor fo r  views 
expressed therein;  these a r e  f o r  t h e  reader t o  judge, 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited f ree ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole or  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l ec t ron ic  o r  mechanlcal, 
without permission i n  writ ing from t h e  Oral History Office, Sangamon 
S t a t e  University, Springfield,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 



Raymond Repplinger, October 21, 1972, Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s .  

B i l l  Ortman, Interviewer. 

Q: Where were you born? 

A: Nauvoo. 

Q: And what year? 

A: In 1908, J u l y  19, 1908, i n  the  sign of Leo. 

Q: I s e e  and you l ived  here  i n  Nauvoo a l l  your l i f e ?  

A: J u s t  about with the  exception of tea years. I was i n  Chicago f o r  
nine and a ha l f  years  and i n  New York f o r  almost a year. 

Q: Were you doing some job then? 

A: Y e s ,  I worked f o r  the  R e a l  Motor Car Company and the  Hudson Motor Car 
i n  Chicago and i n  New York City I was a jewelry salesman. I was s i t u a t e d  
on F i f t h  Avenue, 307 F i f t h  Avenue. And I had seven states t o  cover and I 
went as far  west as Troy, New York and I had At lan t i c  City, New Jersy  on 
t h e  south, and Bar Harbor, Maine on the  north,  I had everything i n  between 
those points .  Some days, r a t h e r  some t r i p s  I was out  f o r  th ree  weeks. 

Q: Well, going back here  t o  Nauvoo i n  1908 when you were born and you sa id  
you l ived  here  a l l  your l i f e  bas ica l ly  except when you l e f t  fo r  a shor t  time 
the  thing I would like t o  ask you r i g h t  away are your parents .  Becauqe we  
w i l l  be spending q u i t e  a b i t  of our interview time t h i s  evening t a lk idg  
about your f a t h e r  and some of the th ings  t h a t  he had done. Now you mfght 
t e l l  us  about your home place. 

A: Well, my f a t h e r  b u i l t  s i x  houses on t h a t  s t r e e t .  We l ived i n  the  l a s t  
one t h a t  he b u i l t .  I was born i n  the  second t o  the  l a s t  one t h a t  he b u i l t .  
And he b u i l t  a machine shop. And t h e r e  he had a forge and tm weldere, a 
gas welder and an a r c  welder and he had two l a t h e s  and he had benders and 
along with t h a t  he so ld  the  Maxwell automobile and he sold the  Dodge qars .  
And he a l s o  b u i l t  ca r s ,  he made a car of h i s  own using two Model T Foqd 
engines and tandem and with the  Auburn r e a r  end system of high wheels4 

Q: What was h i s  name? 

A: John, John Repplinger. 

Q: And what was your mother's name? 

A: Margretha. 
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Q: And so John and Margretha. How d id  you mother s p e l l  her  name? 

A: I don' t  know. M-A-R-GR-E-T-H-A. 

Q: That i s  an unusual name. What s t r e e t  was your home loca ted  on? 

A: Sixteenth  and Mullholland. 

Q: Now you say your f a t h e r  b u i l t  t he se  s i x  houses,  What d id  he bu i ld  
them ou t  o f?  

A: Out of cement blocks. 

Q: And t h i s  is some of t h e  earliest of t h e  cement blocks. 

A: Yes, some of t h e  b i g  heads of t h e  day s a i d  t h a t  they would never last. 
That they would f a l l  down. 

Q: Okay. What year  a r e  we t a l k i n g  about? 

A: That is  1903, 

Q: And who made t h e s e  blocks? 

A: H e  d id .  H e  and Melvin Beager made one a minute. 

Q: And how did they do t h i s ?  

A: They had s p e c i a l  cement t h a t  they used, s p e c i a l  mortar ,  and they d i d n ' t  
e n t i r e l y  wet it, they j u s t  dampened it. They put  i t  i n  molds and they 
tamped i t  good and they--each one had a p a l l e t  so t h a t  i t  wouldn't have t o  
be picked up by hand. Af te r  i t  go t  dry  then they  could handle i t  any way 
they wanted t o ,  

Q: I see and d id  he sel l  any of t hese  blocks commercially? 

A: Y e s ,  he  would s e l l  them. I f o r g e t  what he would charge f o r  them. I 
th ink  it w a s  about e i g h t  o r  t e n  c e n t s  a piece.  But he used them mostly 
with h i s  shop and a l s o  i n  h i s  bu i ld ings .  

Q: I see, and t h i s  is one th ing  un le s s  you read something about i t  i n  one 
of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  papers  t h a t  have been w r i t t e n  by say Mrs. Bloom regarding 
some of t h e  th ings  your f a t h e r  has done t h e r e  i s n ' t  too  many people t h a t  
know t h a t  f o r  i n s t ance  t h a t  t h e r e  were cement blocks being b u i l t  a t  t h a t  
time period i n  Nauvoo. Why d id  he c a r r y  t h i s  i dea  forward and t r y  t o  
mass produce i t ?  Wasn't t h a t  popular a t  t h a t  time? 

A: It seems t h a t  t imes were hard and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  nobody coming i n t o  
Nauvoo t o  f i l l  t h e s e  houses so these  good Morman houses t h a t  were s t a  
i d l e  t h a t  could be fixed up so they c e r t a i n l y  weren't going t o  buy a 
house when they d i d n ' t  have t h e  money when they could g e t  i n t o  these  
bui ld ings .  

Q: Why d i d n ' t  he go t o  say For t  Madison t o  sel l  these? I 
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A: He d idn ' t  make it a point  t o  s e e  the  blocks out  r igh t ly .  

Q: Looking a t  t h i s  from a perspective do you think he could have had 
p r e t t y  good s a l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i f  he would have ca r r i ed  h i s  idea forward. 

A: No. I don't  think so because the re  was nothing i n  Nauvoo t o  draw t h e  
people in.  And they a l l  had houses. 

Q: What about the  people i n  the  surrounding areas?  

A: Well, i t  was t h a t  the  farmers weren't doing too w e l l .  And the  only 
thing t h a t  we could look forward t o  around here  was the  grape vineyards. 
They had t o  have grape c u t t e r s ,  grape hoers,  and grape pruners, and the  
l ike .  It was a good th ing t h a t  we did have t h a t  one industry.  

Q: Now you a r e  speaking of we having t h a t  one industry.  Did t h i s  mean 
t he  people of Nauvoo o r  your f a the r?  

A: No, we, the  people of Nauvoo. 

Q: Did you r a i s e  grapes a t  t h a t  time? 

A: No. He had nothing like tha t .  J u s t  shop work. 

Q: So I am curious then about these  blocks before we go on, A s  I say 
we a r e  put t ing  t h i s  i n t o  perspective t ry ing t o  t e l l  what could have 
happened. Do you think some of the  reasons f o r  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  go out 
and s e l l  a l o t  of blocks t o  the  people i n  t h e  a rea  was e i t h e r  t h a t  he 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  make a r e a l  e f f o r t  o r  the  people thought the  houses would 
crumble? 

A: No, I don' t  be l ieve  they had any doubt i n  t h e i r  mind about the  s t r eng th  
of the  block. People i n  those days were in te res ted  i n  new things and the  
cement block was something new and they were in te res ted  i n  it. They lqad 
q u i t e  a l o t  of confidence i n  them. The f a c t  t h a t  they were cement was good 
enough. 

Q: I see. Where did he probably get  t h i s  idea? 

A: Well, I ' m  not  c e r t a i n .  I never did know. But he c e r t a i n l y  did put i t  
t o  a good use. 

Q: And he b u i l t  t he  cement blocks r i g h t  the re  where the  homes were an 
Sixteenth and Mullholland. You sa id  he made six homes and I can remember 
two of those homes i f  1'm not  mistaken. Where were the  o ther  four,  down the  
s t r e e t ?  

A: Down the  street towards the  Methodist Church. 

Q: A r e  they s t i l l  standing? 

A: Yes. 

Q: That would be the  home t h a t  J e r r y  Knight has? 
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A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: And p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time one of t h e  Diemers l i v e d  i n  one of those  hohes, 
d i d n ' t  they? 

A: That w a s  t h e  one t h a t  Knight l i v e d  i n  but  t h e  o t h e r  ones Edi th  McGregor 
and then  M r .  Hamma l i v e d  the re .  

Q: That 's  H-A-M-M-A? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And McGregor w a s  M-C-GR-E-GO-R? 

A: That's r i g h t .  

Q: So t h e r e  a r e  some homes s tanding?  

A: Yes. And then  Vio la  Gross, h e r  home too. 

Q: Gross? 

A: G-R-0-S-S. 

Q: So, we're going on from those homes now, at t h a t  point, t h i s  is 1908. 
There are s i x  homes t h a t  a r e  b u i l t ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  around 1908? 

A: Yes. 

Q: You s a i d  you were born in  1908, I be l i eve?  

A: Yes, i n  t h e  second t o  t h e  l a s t  house. 

Q: So he j u s t  b u i l t  t he se  houses j u s t  p r i o r  t o  your b i r t h ?  

A: Y e s .  

Q: All brand new? 

A: Yes, from 1903 t o  1908. 

Q: Did your f a t h e r  own t h e  

A: He bought t h e  proper ty  , 

proper ty  and d id  he . , , . 
j u s t  as he needed t o  bu i ld  t h e  houses,  

Q: Did your mother have a profess ion  of h e r  own o r  d id  she  have enough 
t o  do i n  t h e  home? 

A: No, she  was s t r i c t l y  a housewife. 

Q: What a r e  some of t h e  memories you have of he r?  

A: She was very  conserva t ive .  She was a hard worker; she  kept a good 
houae. 

i 
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Q: And t h e r e  were t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  i n  your family? I 
A: Four. 

Q: Okay. You have one bro ther .  

A: Yes, I have one b ro the r  who i s  four  yea r s  o lder .  

Q: He was born about 1904. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: And then  you say  you have a sister t h a t  is  deceased. 

A: Yes, she  was born i n  1906. And then  myself i n  1908 and then i n  1910 was 
my sister S a l l y  who i s  now i n  Ca l i fo rn i a .  

Q: Since we know your f a t h e r  was q u i t e  an innovator--coming up with new 
th ings  bu t  did you as young boys f i n d  i t  r e a l l y  enjoyable t o  s tand  
around and watch him pound ou t  t h ings  and c r e a t e ?  

A: Y e s ,  we  c e r t a i n l y  d id ;  we  both worked with him i n  t h e  shop a s  
mechanics but  because we worked as mechanics we never l i k e d  t h e  
bus iness  because we had t o  do i t .  

Q: Did you f ind  a sepa ra t ion  i n  t h e  time when you and your family,  your 
parents ,  your f a t h e r  go t  i n s i d e  t h a t  t h e  bus iness  w a s  over o r  w a s  i t  a 
l i t t l e  mixed so t o  speak? The bus iness  c a r r i e d  over i n t o  t h e  household o r  
when you go t  ou t  of your job and t h e  day w a s  over d id  you . . . 
A: No, as I r e c a l l  t h e  shop w a s  he ld  open t o  a l l  hours of t h e  n igh t  and 
we always hoped t o  pick up a few s t r a g g l e r s  from t h e  saloons,  See t h e  
saloons would c l o s e  a t  12:OO [midnight] and a l o t  of t imes they wouldy't 
g e t  t h e i r  gas  till t h e  time they went ou t  of town o r  maybe some r e p a i r  
work. So my dad w a s  open f o r  t h a t  business .  

Q: Then you had t o  t a k e  turns .  

A: Well, yes. We d i d n ' t  have t o  work so much a t  n i g h t  bu t  on school  
ho l idays  and dur ing  t h e  summer. 

Q: Do you remember any acc iden t s  tak ing  place? 

A: Yes, Doctor Faggers,  an o ld  doc tor ,  who w a s  a very prominent doc tor ,  
he had a baby k i l l e d .  H i s  automobile turned over  on Danger H i l l  going t o  
Fo r t  Madison, south  of Niota.  

Q: Is t h a t  t h e  b ig  h i l l  going down t o  t h e  br idge? 

A: No, t h i s  would be on t h e  o ld  d i r t  road, c a l l e d  Danger H i l l  and i t  
w a s  such a narrow h i l l  and t h e r e  w a s  always wash outs .  And i t  was f u l l  
of c l ay  and bumps and everything and he w a s  going around t h e  bottom of 
t h e  h i l l  so f a s t  t h a t  he upse t  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  And i t  killed one of t h e i r  
ch i ld ren .  
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Q: So s i n c e  you were i n  t h e  garage h e r e  d id  you have something t o  do 
with i t ?  

A: Y e s ,  my f a t h e r  f ixed  them up, 

Q: And you had t o  go and br ing  t h e  c a r  i n  o r  something? Did you have a 
wrecker o r  j u s t  another  ca r?  

A: No, they  d i d n ' t  know what a wrecker w a s  i n  those  days. 

Q: I ' m  su rp r i s ed  your f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  make something. 

A: Yes, he d id  make something. For i n s t a n c e  i f  a c a r  broke an a x l e  
he had a device  with a wheel on i t  t h a t  he could put  underneath t h e  
housing and br ing  t h a t  c a r  i n ,  tow t h a t  c a r  i n .  And i t  worked q u i t e  
w e l l .  And l a t e r  on i n  years  we s a w  some manufactured f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

Q: A t  t h a t  po in t  w a s  he  unfami l ia r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were pa t en t s  
o r  d id  t h i s  no t  c r a s s  his mind? 

A: No. My f a t h e r  had a t h i r d  grade educat ion and he was a very,  ve ry  poor 
businessman. Had he had a co l l ege  educat ion o r  a high school  educat ion he  
might have put  some of h i s  invent ions  out  and made some money on them. And 
of course  t h e r e ' s  always so much red t ape  t h a t  t h e  average f u l l y  informed 
person j u s t  would r a t h e r  l e t  i t  go t o  pieces r a t h e r  than  c a r r y  i t  out .  

Q: What about,  t h i s  looking aga in  back i n  perspec t ive ,  what a r e  your 
f e e l i n g s  about t h i s  t h ing ,  do you th ink  i t ' s  r e a l l y  too bad t h a t  he 
didn '  t have somebody? 

A: Yes, abso lu t e ly .  We many times thought t h a t  we wished we had somebody 
t o  g e t  behind h i s  invent ions  and do something with them. But he was j u s t  
t i c k l e d  t o  dea th  t o  go along and make new th ings  and j u s t  t o  see i f  they 
worked and t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  bui ld ing ,  bu i ld ing  them w a s  important i n  
h i s  mind. 

Q: Well, what about,  I would th ink  t h a t  anybody t h a t  would bu i ld  t h ings  
t h a t  would work would probably a t  some time o r  o t h e r  would probably 
b u i l d  something t h a t  wouldn't work. 

A: He had th ings  t h a t  d i d n ' t  work. I remember one win ter  it was too cold 
t o  work o u t s i d e  and t h e r e  was  a man down t h e  s t r e e t  t h a t  was going t o  work 
on perpe tua l  motion. And my dad was going t o  bea t  him t o  it. So he  ws 
working i n  t h e  basement. He was hea t ing  i r o n  from t h e  furnace down there. 
We had a coa l  furnace  and i t  worked p r e t t y  w e l l  as a forge.  And he ww 
working t h e r e  with some s o r t  of a wheel t h a t  had b a l l  bear ings  i n  t h e  c u t s  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  wheel. And he  thought t h a t  a s  t h e  b a l l s  would r o l l  
through t h i s  pa th  t h a t  they would cont inue  t o  c r e a t e  p re s su re  downward and 
t h a t  would make t h e  wheel cont inue  t o  run. But he wasn't th inking  about 
f r i c t i o n ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b a l l s  had t o  be c a r r i e d  up on t h e  o the r  s i d e  
of t h e  wheel. So he gave i t  up. So t h a t  is  one t h a t  he d id  g ive  up. 

Q: What was t h e  s i z e  of t h i s  th ing?  
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A: The s i z e  was about 14" t o  18" i n  diameter o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
It was j u s t  a device t h a t  i f  i t  could work then he could prove with i t  
t h a t  perpetual  motion was possible.  1 

Q: Well, apparently what was never poss ib le  then he couldn't  f i g u r e  it out ,  
then nobody could. 

A: Well t h a t  was & a t  we thought too. 

Q: What year would t h i s  have been? 

A: I would say about 1912. 

Q: And you don' t r e a l l y  remember too much of t h a t ,  You were very, very 
small then. 

A: Yes, t h a t  i s  r i g h t .  But I do remember seeing a l l  t h a t  and then I 
heard about it l a t e r  on see, That is where I g e t  my knowledge about it 
now. I looked i n t o  perpetual  motion myself, i n  an e l e c t r i c a l  way, I 
thought t h a t  a generator  could run a motor and the  motor run the  generator.  
But you s e e  you had your f r i c t i o n  there.  And t h a t  is the  reason t h a t  
perpetual  motion i s  impossible. I f  you can g e t  r i d  of f r i c t i o n  then the re  
i s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of it. 

Q: Was t h e r e  anything else t h a t  he worked on t h a t  d i d n ' t  work? 

A: Well, le t ' s  see . . . 
Q: One thing t h a t  I did want t o  ask while we think about t h i s  is i f  
we go i n t o  the  idea  of a l l  t he  th ings  t h a t  he t r i e d  t o  make, e t c . ,  
and the  f a c t  t h a t  he was making th ings  f o r  people here  and there ,  
how d id  he have t i m e  t o  do anything? I mean t h a t  he  s e e m s  t h a t  he has 
t en  z i l l i o n  th ings  going. 

A: Well, he did put i n  long hours. He seldom closed t h a t  shop e a r l i e f  than 
ten  o'clock. And of course i t  was s o r t  of a harboring place f o r  roust8bouts 
and people like t h a t  and i t  was s o r t  of a p lace  t o  come f o r  s t o r i e s  and 
t a l k  and v i s i t .  But I was going t o  mention about Long Andy. Now a l o t  
of the  old t imers of Nauvoo would remember t h a t  car. It was a Model T 
Ford with the  frame extended t o  accommodate a bus cab, which he made, 
And he used it f o r  t a x i  work and he had l o t s  of business from the 
Saint  Mary's Academcy and the  Spaulding I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  This 
is  the  present  Sa in t  Edmunds Hall ,  where the  sisters a r e  now. And t h a t  
worked out  q u i t e  w e l l  but then a f t e r  a while he got out  of the  t a x i  
business and of course he junked tha t .  And he made the  f i r s t  i n v i s i b l e  
gas pump. H e  put a tank on the  ground, f i l l e d  t h e  tank p a r t i a l l y  f u l l  
with gas, and put some compressed a i r  i n  it. And t h i s  forced the a i r  
up in to ,  f i r s t  it was a one gal lon  and then he changed it  t o  a f i v e  gal lon  
b o t t l e  with some graduations on i t  f o r  so many ga l lons  t o  the  customer. 
That worked out q u i t e  well. W e  had t o  d r i l l  a hole  i n  the  bottom of them 
g l a s s  jugs which took about a l l  day t o  do and all we had was real hard 
d r i l l s  and werybody took a crack a t  turning the  d r i l l  and when we f i n a l l y  
got  through we used q u i t e  a b i t  of water with it; w e  j u s t  ac tua l ly  wore 
t h a t  hole  through. Then f i n a l l y  he decided t h a t  a f t e r  he broke a few 1 
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t h a t  was too much work so he j u s t  put a pipe up the  bottom of the  neck 
and t h a t  l e t  t h e  a i r  out  of the  jug. There had been a l o t  of comment 
t h a t  f i r s t  i n v i s i b l e  gas pump. Then I remember he b u i l t  a post hole  d 
t h a t  worked q u i t e  w e l l  but he d i d n ' t  do anything with i t  e i t h e r .  All 
telephone companies and u t i l i t y  companies and l i g h t  companies are us in  
those d r i l l s  and doing a wonderful job with them. 

Q: Let ' s  s e e  t h e r e ' s  a couple of th ings  t h a t  we can catch up j u s t  a mpnute. 
I couldn't  help but wonder when I heard the  name Long Andy fo r  t h i s  ca r ,  t h e  
bus, I ' v e  seen p i c t u r e s  of i t ,  very in te res t ing .  Who named i t  t o  s t a r t  with? 

A: 1 think t h a t  i t  was j u s t  some bystander. 

Q: How p r a c t i c a l  was t h i s ?  

A :  Well, it  wasn't--well 1'11 te l l  you I think you're ge t t ing  t h a t  
confused with t h a t  s t r a i g h t  8 engine. The Long Andy was merely fo r  
bus and t a x i  service. And t h i s  s t r a i g h t  8 was merely an experiment. 
It was the  f i r s t  8 cyl inder  Ford i n  America. And s h a l l  I go ahead 
and t e l l  about how t h a t  was constructed,  

Q: Yes. 

A: There was a un ive r sa l  j o i n t  between the  two motors and Dad had t rouble  
with the  un ive r sa l  j o i n t  breaking because one motor would kick which was 
q u i t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the  old Model T ' s  and the  universa l  j o i n t  would go 
t o  pieces. So he got  t i r e d  of t h a t  and he d i d n ' t  need a car  t h a t  had more 
power than you could use. There was roads t h a t  could hold it. They got  
i t  up t o  65 miles per hour then they had t o  shut  i t  down on d i r t  roads; 
t h a t  was p r e t t y  f a s t .  So he t o r e  t h a t  up again. And then he went along 
a f e w  years  later  and b u i l t  a grape hoe f o r  Baxters and t h e  Gem City Vine 
Line Company he re  i n  Nauvoo and i t  worked pe r fec t ly ,  In  f a c t  i t  worked so 
good t h a t  there 'd been some patents  taken of5 of i t ,  

Q: What were the  p a r t s  of the  grape hoe? 

A: There was j u s t  a handle with c e r t a i n  l eve r s  so i t  would go i n  and out  
as the  t r a c t o r  would go along i n  the  grape row. 

Q: And you would guide i t  with your hand? 

A: Yes, and i t  was mote o r  l e s s  manuverable so t h a t  you could ge t  i n  and 
around the  pos ts  and the  p lants .  

Q: Okay. Now we have--let's go back and c l a r i f y .  You talked about the  Long 
Andy and the  s t r a i g h t  8. Which was b u i l t  f i r s t ?  

A: The Long Andy. 

Q: What year was t h i s  b u i l t ?  

A: About the  time of the  war. 

Q: About 19172 
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A: Y e s ,  i n  1917 and 1918. 

Q: And what about t h e  s t r a i g h t  81 

A: Well, t h a t  came af terwards.  About 1920. 

Q: It seems l i k e  then  w e ' l l  f i n d  him p r e t t y  much in fa tua t ed  from 1917 t o  
t h e  e a r l y  1920's with  ca r s .  

A: Yes, he was .  

Q: Was he  always t h i s  way? 

A: Yes, he  was a wizard wi th  machinery. And he b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  s e l f -  
p ropel led  s a w  m i l l .  H e  used t o  go around sawing wood f o r  people on t h i s  
t r a c t o r .  We had q u i t e  a few p i c t u r e s  of i t  i n  opera t ion .  It was very  
p r a c t i c a l .  But of course  t h a t  faded away but  i t  w a s  a means of making 
money i n  t h e  win ter t ime when you needed some and couldn' t do something 
e l s e .  

Q: I f  you th ink  of anything else w e ' l l  go on, i f  you th ink  of anything 
e l s e  you want t o  b r ing  up about him w e ' l l  b r ing  i t  up a l i t t l e  later o r  
we can br ing  i t  up r i g h t  now, But otherwise y o u ' l l  go on and we can came 
back, i f  necessary.  

A: Let '  s go t o  something else. 

Q: We covered q u i t e  a few of your e a r l y  memories and so f o r t h  and r i g h t  
now I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f r i e n d s ,  your f a t h e r ,  with your name I presume was 
p r e t t y  much s t r a i g h t  German. From what I hea r  i n  Nauvoo a number of 
languages were spoken: French, German and etc. Do you have any comments 
about these ,  some of t h e  f r i e n d s  you had, maybe some of t h e  f i r s t  genera t ion  
Germans o r  whatever i t  might be? O r  even second genera t ion?  

A: Well, yes. It seems t h a t  many of t h e  Germans had t h e i r  v ineyards  and 
t h e i r  wine c e l l a r s .  And my dad was q u i t e  a wine d r inke r  and I go t  t o  v i s i t  
q u i t e  a few of t hese  wine c e l l a r s  with him. I remember Her t ens t e in ' s  b e s t ,  
I be l i eve  t h e  o ld  Her tens te in ' s ,  B i l l  Her tens te in .  

Q: Where was he loca t ed  then? 

A: Where Bernard Moffetc is now. Underneath t h e r e  is a good wine c e l l a r .  
Underneath h i s  house. Excuse m e  Bernard Sheafer ,  

Q: When I th ink  of Bernard Sheafer  I th ink  of a f a i r l y  new home. 

A: Yes, bu t  you s e e  his son bought it. 

Q: Was a new house b u i l t  on top of t h e  wine c e l l a r  then? 

A: The o ld  b e a u t i f u l  mansion burned down, and they went ahead and put  
t h i s  new house over  t h e  top of it. 

Q: Maybe 25 o r  30 years ago? 
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A: Yes, I would guess t h a t  because I was i n  Chicago a t  the time. I 
Q: For purposes of c l a r i f i c a t i o n  t h i s  is on the  street t h a t  comes up 
t o  the  s t a t e  park pass the  company area.  

A: That 's  Parley S t r e e t .  

Q: Would t h i s  be about a block away from the  s t a t e  park? 

A: It would be a f u l l  block. 

Q: Can you t e l l  u s  something about the  wine c e l l a r s ?  

A: Yes, I think t h a t  the re  were forty-four wine c e l l a r s  In  and around 
Nauvoo, arched wine c e l l a r s .  And all of them back i n  the  old r i v e r  packer 
days were sending wine t o  St.  Paul and St. Louis and j u s t  about a l l  around 
by r a i l .  

Q: Can you remember a l l  of t h i s ?  

A: I can remember t h a t .  

Q: These wine c e l l a r s ,  s i n c e  we a r e  on t h i s  subjec t  and a l o t  of people 
don' t  exact ly  know what a wine c e l l a r  is--some of them confuse i t  with a 
regular  cellar--could you descr ibe  a wine c e l l a r  and maybe t e l l  u s  how it 
was b u i l t ?  

A: Yes, t he re  a r e  two ways of building a wine c e l l a r .  You can build an 
arched c e l l a r  and you can e i t h e r  have t h i s  under a home o r  a building o r  
on the  s i d e  of a h i l l .  Many a r e  b u i l t  i n t o  the  s i d e  of the  hill. And 
the  way they do t h a t ,  one way anyway is  t o  make a form of an arch by 
digging and by laying your rock o r  cement whichever you expect t o  use 
over the  top of t h a t  and when i t  drys thoroughly then you d ig  out  
underneath the  arch t o  g e t  out .  Now you have a good s u b s t a n t i a l  arch. 

Q: I see,  now when you say when i t  drys,  do you mean you lay  your rocks 
down and then pour your rocks down and pour cement over the  top? 

A: You j u s t  put  your rock i n  a s  I f  you were laying bricks.  

Q: Rock, cement and then rock? 

A: J u s t  as you go up through the  arch. And then of course h e n  i t  is 
pe r fec t ly  dry and s e t  well  you d ig  out  the  d i r t  underneath it. Now t h a t  
i s  one way. Then you can also--and many of the  wine c e l l a r s  a r e  b u i l t  
with the  s t r u c t u r e  underneath i t  t o  hold t h e  arch and, of course, a s  you 
go up with the  arch why you put t h a t  keystone i n  and t h a t ' s  not  going t o  
break. Especia l ly  a£ t e r  i t 's cemented i n  and set. So when everything is  
done a l l  the  l a y e r s  a r e  put i n ,  you take  your forms down, and you have an 
arch c e l l a r .  

Q: I see, okay. That te l ls  us how some of the  people b u i l t  t he  wine 
c e l l a r  and we a r e  t a lk ing  about the  reason of wines and the  grapes and, 
so fo r th .  Before we were ta lk ing about steamboats and some of the  t h  gs 
you can remember about t h i s  community t h a t  have changed. 'P 
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A: I would l i k e  t o  br ing  out  the  sinking of the  Keohuk packing boat a 
t h e  Nauvoo landing. There a r e  p i c t u r e s  around Nauvoo of t h a t  and I ha 

of the  Keohuk and we were on the  riverside and Bla i r  was there ,  
t o  be on the  boat a t  the  time when Captain B l a i r  was pumping out  the  h y l l  

there ,  we were r i g h t  with him, and he sa id ,  "Boys, i f  you r e a l l y ~ a ~ ~ o  
help m e ,  go t o  the  o ther  s i d e  of the  deck. W e  want a l l  the  load on thk 
o ther  s i d e  of the  deck." Previous t o  t h a t  they sen t  d i v e r s  down t o  canvas 
the  p a r t  of the  sh ip  t h a t  was under water and they had dredges come i n  
and pump the  water out  of the  h u l l  and a l s o  they used the  Nauvoo F i r e  
Department t o  aid.  It wasn't very important but  every l i t t l e  b i t  counted. 
So f i n a l l y  the  boat r ighted i t s e l f  and they continued t o  use it. I was 
to ld  t h a t  they lowered--the boat was i n  awfully c lose  t o  the  shore and 
they lowered the  water on Lake Cooper, we ca l l ed  i t  Lake Cooper i n  those 
days, the r i v e r .  And t h a t  l e f t  the  boat list t o  one s i d e  and, of course, 
eventual ly sank it. 

Q: You answered my ques t ion  a s  t o  why i t  went down now, Now Captain 
B la i r  spel led  h i s  name B-L-A-I-R. H e  was q u i t e  a knowledgable individual  
as I r e c a l l  and has  been a capta in  of numerous boats ,  

A: There were var ious  numbers of B la i r  boats.  

Q: Well, it  seemed t o  m e  t h a t  he a t  one t i m e  worked on the  DeBut o r  the  
Capitol? 

A: Could have been. 

Q: Okay, what about the  landing you were speaking of?  There's been 
th ree  o r  four d i f f e r e n t  landings here  i n  Nauvoo. 

A: Yes, two t h a t  I know of. Three i f  you want t o  consider t h e  Sonora 
landing t h a t ' s  down by  ruse's down i n  Sonora about f i v e  m i l e s  down. 

Q: How do you s p e l l  t h i s  name, K-R-U-S-E? 

A: K-R-U-S-E is  r i g h t .  

Q: What about the  landing where the  boat sank? 

A: Well, t h a t  was the  new Nauvoo boat landing and i t  had good water there ,  
Some of the  fishermen sa id  t h a t  out  seve ra l  blocks the re  was a hundred and 
fifty foot  of water there ,  That was very good. 

Q: Okay, where was t h i s ?  

A: Down by the f i r s t  Joseph Smith's a t o r e  t h a t  you s e e  only the  foundation 
of now. J u s t  r i g h t  from there.  Now the  f i r s t  boat landing I 'd  l i k e  t o  
t a l k  on was up by the  old Leigh residence i n  t h a t  a rea ,  Old Commerce Cfty. 
That has always been a r e a l  deep channel the re  and I remember two and t h r e e  
excursion boats  i n  a t  one time a t  t h a t  landing and a l l  of them playing 
t h e i r  ca l l iopes  and l e t t i n g  off  people and taking on people and ba r re le  of 
wine went on. They took produce and th ings  like t h a t  with them. They even 
had horses and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ;  they transported almost everythlng. 

Q: You say by Commerce City,  now t h i s  would have been a t  the  old Main 
S t r e e t ?  


































































