
This mmscript is the of a series of tape-mcorded irrtewiews 
cm3wbd by Saxdra mitz Armbruster for the oral. Hbbry O f f i c e ,  
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transcrihdthetapes andLinda S. Jett editedthe transcripts. 

Adelaide OIBrien FmtWhler is an exanple of the -Is 
whoha;vecwrtributedsomchofthemselvestoChrist~andtothe 
mmunityasawhole. Shehasmmgin.thechoirandhasbeman 
active participant in the life of the m. H e r  titles include a 
school teacher, an aviatirrm instructor, a business warm,  and a 1- 
in 10- theatre. She is a fascinating wanan who played a very active 
role in the history of waren in aviation. I hope those who read this 
narrative -iate her vitality and CIOntributias to the society in 
which ahe lives. 

of theoralhistorywmirshauldbear i n a t h a t  it i s a  
transcript of the wwd, and that the irrt;anriewec, narrator mxl 
editor saught to ths hfd,  carnrersatioml style that ,is 
inherent in such historical mxmes. S a r g m m  State Uhl.versity is nut 
responsible for the fa,ctual accuracy of the marair, m r  for views 
~ ~ i n ; t h e s e a r e f o r t h e r e a d e r t O j u d g e .  

T h e  manusmi* may be m, quoted ard cited freely. It may not be 
in whole or in part by anymsans, electmnic or redxmbl,  

w i t h o u t  ~ s s i m  in mi- frm the Ordl History Office, Sangarm 
State U n i m i t y ,  Sprhqfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Adelaide O 1 % i e n  lissrtschler, May 27, 1982. 

A: I was confirmed h mist Church in N m m b r  of 1948. 

A: Gee, I danlt knuw. I dm't h o w  ~ C J W  l o q  he had been there before 
I was caneirmad. 

Q: The other day when we talked didnlt we say almst three years? 

A: I thinkhe cams in 1948 and departed in 1951, wmthhg like that. 

Q: I think that Ie  right. Tell me sme of the mammies you have Wt 
him. I have not h a d  very many people do much more than mention his 
namz. 

Q: Did Ulsy have paid choir then? 

A: Raid . - choir, - .. no. There were paid leads. There was a saprano a t  
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n o t k i n g a ~ o f t h e d x u d i .  W z t l a t e r I r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e r q w a s  
a paid soprano and a paid alto, and a paid tmor and a paid bass. 

a: Oh, so they had faur leads? 

A: They had f a r  leads to prop this thirrg up. But Jdvl a Ruth zlsed 
to entertain the choir at thsir hum. Well, it wuuld be ths naansa, of 
mwse ,but i twas the i rhar~ .  T h e y u r s e d t o ~ t h e c h o i r a  
cclczple of times a year. wsre just gracious host and h a s t e w  d 
wempartofthegarug. Y o u l m m ,  thsywere justdr rwntoear th ,  red 
great people. 

Q: Where did t h q  came fmn? 

A: I h a v e n o i d e a ~ t h q c m n s f m .  Theyvmt to lA~westcaas t  
Wt where they had originated I dontt recall. I I knew at  cne 

but I can% tell you nave I td  be afraid to say because it 
Iw#bably wouldn't be rqht. 

A: 1 d r m ~ t t h i n k . t h e r e ~ b e e n a r r y ~ t ~ o t h e r ~ t h e  
&mp~thatharve33eenmtahkbygeneralspod, ofwhi&Ita 
not cwerly f a .  I still like the 1928 Prayer Book, sorry about that. 

Q: No, thatta smethhq I wanted to ask ycru abut .  Why do you prefer 
i t?  

A: I just 1- the 1- better. I think it was more beautifully 
written. They acoepted, I don% lacrw that itts necessarily tbe Kbg 
Jarru;a Version, maybe itfs the Quaker talk, but Ittheesw and the %~Qus~~  

of the #-I1. The language I feel is far mre beautiful, 
itts raora lyrfc. I am me who feels that the world &mild COZlfom to 
thechmd~, thechurchshcruldnutmnformtothe~rld. IthhkWs 
i s o n e o f ~ p r p b l ~ h t h e w r l d t o d a y ~ ~ f ~ ~ d i d n a t s e e  
the necessity for rewriting the beautiful Prayer Book in order ta Mke 
it line up w i t h  the vamacular of the preserrt day. So I still hold 
for the 1928 myer Boak. Neither do I see the necessity for having a 
couple of ways of doing .things, the Holy Eucharist R i t e  I and Holy 
Eucharist Rite 11. I daatt see the point in that. O m  of the &mges 
that has wcurred since, I don't hm- I want to be quoted m 
th i so r ru t ,  isthatwencrwhavsasemmatthe8:30~le~ice.  

A: No, we did not. We had Wm cmnmmion service and that w a s  it, 
period. 

Q: Oh, I didntt Iaclw that had changed. Do p )n#rw how lorrg it's 
been? Itve been them c l o e  to five years and itls always ham there. 



have on a tape. 1111 be happy to  tell ycru off the zpcord but I t d  
prefer not tohwe it an the tape. (law*) 

Q: I'll prabably be the m l y  me that hears these lzqes for a lorg 
time. 

Q: Ard she preferred nut t o  have it? 

A: Shepmferredmttohavethesenrm. S h e f d t t h a t & e w a s  
closertoGodwhenmandidn't interf-kyatwotingoff hismarth. 
(laughter) But EIcrthsr an3 I had always gone to the 10:30 mice 
becauseIwasfnchoir. ThenJansgottoaplaaewhemshevmuldmeet 

and go to tha 10:30 rsewice w that Mother wuldn't have to sit 
alme in ths caqregation. Wrt durm my tenure the flnrday -1 ww--. 

A: Just Wt I had a pledge I had to fulf i l l .  

Q: N m  that was under Hauser wasn't i t ?  Because it was started in 
1949 and dedicated in 1950. 

A: Yes, and Sid V h ,  Sidney V h ,  that I s  V as fn Victor I - R e ,  I 
dmtt 3cncrw v&ether youlve aarru; across his name before, he was 
flzperint.Rnderrt of the Surday School. H e  also was active in the 
T h s a t r e G u i l d b e c a u s e b y t F u s ~ ~ t m G u i l d h a d b e m o ~ z e d  
andwaswdlurderwaybut~wastheSu33daySch001fl;lparirrtenderrtat 
that time. Mother tam Sunday School for awhile dcrwn there. ax3 
tatqht the -. She had Mazy W W 1 s  &ugh- and the 
rjtinickebrrysarrd-. meSkaeterIwys,yaukmw, theoae&ate 
trocrper laat was just U l e d  mamtly? 

Q: Oh really, he was in her class? 

A: PleremrethhteenchildrmintheSkeetmfamilyandMm. 
Shekr was a ~ i t c m b ,  W-1--B. rZle cmgrqatimal met* 
used to be dinners Eiamethm in ~muaxy b~ ths parish hall. Folldng 
dinner, t h e ~ i o u s ~ o f  thedwr&wmldgivetheirarrrual 
reports. Plis is just a sideline. I don't h a w  whether ylru cern use 
it or not, but I it w e l l .  Every amday the S k e t e r  family 
mre to church, all thirteen, plus Fapa and Mam. I always adraired 
and respcbd Papa and Mam tbat they got thirteen kids wick and 
pol- and in the for 10:30 or 10:45 church m i c e .  I always had 
the feel- they mist have started .Ule night hefore and worked all 



Q: Do any of t han  still go? 

Q: Why do you thhk that's fallen offl 

A: Well, I don't m w h y  a lot of have fall= off. I w a s  
8 ~ r p r b e d w h e n H o b y m a d g t h e ~ t h a t t h e r e w e r e ~ 2 5 0  
families in aur dnmh, because I can rmmkz a tim when the 
~ p o f ~ d - r u r c r h w a s E t o g r s a t a n d t h @ a t t s n d a n c e w a s s o ~ t  
t h a t t h e y h a d t h m e 8 e r ~ i c e s m s U n d a y a n d t w l o ~ y ~ l s ~  
they couldn't a-te them. Then enlarged and built the 
Sunday S&ool building to try to take up the slack an the m y  
S-1. What has happen&, I don't knm, I have no idea. 

Q: Do you Uhk it's just Christ and do yuu U that's sort 
of a synptcm of all churhas? 

A: I muld be inclined to say that it is the sy@m of many cburd.les 
and I'm at a loss ta why. The that are organized 
ard fowled and have been hem for years and and yeam are 
10s- members ard crbuxchs like Calvaxy mle are busting out at the - claimirrq m p  of 4,000 pople and all  that good stuff . 
T h e r y h a v e w e n l x u l t t h e i r a w n a c a d e m r y .  Idon' t3alawwhattheresm 
is. 

Q: Do you think it's the Evangelical m a m m t  for spiri- reasons? 

A: I don't lacrw. I've just been tryh-qto ge t  a c;hairman for the 
Carntry for mist church. I have called countless people 
and askd to seyye in that capacity and I have heard 'lnoV1 in 
caclntless wap. I still do not have a a i r m a n .  

Q: Do you think it's because wanen are working? 

A: T h a ~ I h a v e c a l l e d a r e n u t ~ ~ r k i r v g ~ c r ~ r ~ g u i l d s ~  
small, they're dwindling, and ECW is sraall. Nuw I can to a 
great laeaane why this wwuld be true of st. Joan's rnrl St. Cecelials 



Q: No, I knm you're not. It seem like I have so little tims at 
hams. 

A: I lcncrw and I appmckte that. 

Q: Aria 1% always M an arerythirrg. Sawtimes I just simply neec 
lldcrwn the1*. I may nut get the workdone I need to dobut I have to 
havethetojustnotbeunder-. WhileIhaveajabthat 
somds relatively sinp?le, I'm a secretary, I have so rrrarry peaple I 
work for. 

A: L e t  ll~3 tell ycru abwxt presswe as a secmbry, I was rme for 35 
years. I lmwwhat y a  are saying. 

A: A t  semekry to the branch manager. 

A: I taught s&ool before I went to GM?c. 

Q: Aria where did ycru teach? 

Q: oh did yau tell re? It - lib I ralEahr it rim? 

A: Yes, back in the daya of grade slools, sixth, fiewerrth and ei&th 
grades were -ized. I ta-t sixth, -, and eighth 
grade EbJlish. 





h a v e a ~ o i l ~ o f h i m i n t h e B o a r d o f  D h c t m l s m c s n m  
a t  the Theatre Guild. Susie willed it to the Theatre Guild becaw it 
~ ~ ~ y l z l e a t r i c a l g r a ~ t p s t i l l h ~ a t d a h s ~ t t h a t  
wewmldpmbablytreaEnrre it sincehehadbeen soactive inamam 
t h e 2 1 t m i n t h e c c B m a R I z l j . t y .  S o i t ~ m t h e w a l l i n a u r B o a r d o F  
Direcbr's mart. Ycru aqht to go wer and look at it sawtime. 
~ t o m s ,  jus t s i~backonthes ide l ines ,  hesea&tomto 
be very caustic, vary llcock sure", not the kind of persan you could 
c o t t m t o o a r r d ~ l y ~ u p t o ,  tooeasy. Y a u m i g h t r e s p c t h i m m d  
y a u m i ~ t ~ h i m b u t l w e ~ d b e w a y d c r w n m t h e ~ p l e .  I 
C Q U l d b e d s j ~ ~ h i m b u t ~ s w a s m y ~ r e a ~ c n t o h i m .  

Q: Did he have quite a folluwhg of ladies? 

A: I don't hmw that about his prsonal life to W. His 
Qollege Club Players wem really a clique. It was  almsst a 
theatre actually. It was a %ard nut to c r r n c k I 1  and them were marry of  
us wlzo tried to crack it and didn't get ths jab done. 

Q: It wasn't cpen to the public? 

A: Well they wuuld say, yuu 3acrwf there wwld be an anmmmmt in 
the papr that them were going to be auditims held for Rcyal 
Family of Broadmy," fm instanoe. Ycnzld go dawn to the allditio118, and 
thereamthesmefaithfulfewthatarea~tionhqandyaudd 
~ s i t t h e r e ~ ~ l w h o w a s g o ~ b g e t t h i s p a r t ~ ~ w a s  
goirvgtogetthispartandwhowasgoingtogetthispart. Ifyauhad 
follcrwed their lshclws before because ycru knm -Ire pretty well 
Qpecwt and you catl figm art that the kind of part she can play, 
she'll get that. After Henry passad away that group sort of fe l l  to 
pieces zml a nucleus plied it back tqether and organized what  they 
calledthsRepertoireGui.ldwhichhasnothingtodowithChrist 
Clmxh, whtEloever except that of the pople vdm've been 
activeinthisgraupfomedthatgmup. Theydidtheirshuminthe 
place cxn Scerth 15th S t m e t ,  Elarth of Laurel mi& I think, or the last 
I heard, waa the German sing- society building. It m y  not still be 
them. I've never galls dam 15th Strast to look and see if it's still 
them. It was a &mall building an3 had been a small mcan arrd pap 

store. Then they worM and made a little tw stage that 
wasn't as big as this living man. !t!ky did good t h b p .  

A: At Springfield Jbnior College we had a dramatic group ard we built 
ourset&ardhadc#lr~thgshthebaseaerrtof  the~rinkerho 
vhi&wasprt.o£theprcrpertyof thecollegeat that t i r e .  
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