Preface

This mamiscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted by Sandra Britz Armbruster for the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University on May 27, 1982. Margaret Reeder
transcribed the tapes and Linda S. Jett edited the transcripts.

Adelaide O'Brien Rentschler is an ocutstanding example of the people
who have contributed so much of themselves to Christ Church and to the
community as a whole. She has sung in the choir and has been an
active participant in the life of the Church. Her titles include a
school teacher, an aviation instructor, a business woman, and a leader
in local theatre. She is a fascinating woman who played a very active
mlemthehistoryofvmmmavmtlm. I hope those who read this

narrative appreciate her vitality and contributions to the society in
which she lives.

Readersoftheomlhlstorymirshmldbaarmmuﬂthatltlsa
transcript of the spoken word, andthattheintervmwer, narrator arxi
editorsaxghttopreservetlmmfoml conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. SamannnStateUnivers1tylsnct
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Adelaide O'Brien Rentschler, May 27, 1982.
Sandra Britz Armbruster, Interviewer.

Q: Adelaide, how long have you been a member of Christ Church?
A: I was confirmed in Christ Church in November of 1948.

Q: Who was the pastor there?

A: John Hauser.

Q: He wasn't there very long was he?

¢ Gee, I don't know. I don't know how long he had been there before
I was confirmed.

Q: The other day when we talked didn't we say almost three years?
A: I think he came in 1948 and departed in 1951, something like that.

Q: I think that's right. Tell me some of the memories you have about
him. I have not heard very many pecple do much more than mention his
name.

A: Oh my. I thought he was a very kindly man. He had a very
beautific face, he radiated faith and love and kindness. He was more
than kind to my mother. Mother and I were confirmed at the same time
as metbers of that church coming from the Iutheran Church. He was
just kindness itself to my mother as well as to me, and sometimes when
I had kind of a personal problem I went down and had a long talk with
him, He was very kind and considerate, listened, gave me some
suggestions, I won't say advise, just suggestions about how to get

back on an even keel and I always treasured my friendship with
John as well as the fact that he was my pastor. He had a darling
wife, Ruth. I was in the choir which is one of the ways I got to
beccme a member of Christ Charch. Herman Eifert was choir director
and I had known Herman because Herman, too, had started out in the
Grace Lutheran Church and I don't to this moment know how he ever got
to Christ Church, hut he did. He convinced me that I should join
Christ Church choir and I sang in the choir for a year, I guess,
before I ever joined the church.

Q: Did they have paid choir then?
A: Paid choir, no. There were paid leads. There was a soprano that
I

wag paid and there was, now I don't know whether this is true when
first joined or not, because I wasn't that aware of what was going|on,
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not being a member of the church. But later I realized that there was
a paid soprano and a paid alto, and a paid tenor and a paid bass.

Q: ©Oh, so they had four leads?

A: They had four leads to prop this thing up. But John and Ruth used
to entertain the choir at their hoame. Well, it would be the manse, of
course, but it was their hame. They used to entertain the choir a
couple of times a year. They were just graciocus host and hostess and
were part of the gang. You know, they were just down to earth, real
great pecple.

Q: Where did they come from?

A: I have no idea where they came from. They went to the west coast
but where they had originated I don't recall. I think I knew at cne
timebutIcan'ttellymmv. I'd be afraid to say because it
probably wouldn't be right.

Q: Wwhat kind of changes have you seen in Christ Church since you've
been there, like the doctrine or the liturgy or any changes in the
service or the ritual?

A: T don't think there has been any great changes cother than the .

changes that have been brought about by general synod, of which I'm
not overly fond. I still like the 1928 Prayer Book, sorry about that.

g: No, that's something I wanted to ask you about. Why do you prefer
t?

A: I just liked the language better. I think it was more beautifully
written. They accepted, I don't know that it's necessarily the King
James Version, maybe it's the Quaker talk, but "thees" and the "thous"
instead of the "yous". The language I feel is far more beautiful,
it's more lyric. I am one who feels that the world should conform to
the church, the church should not conform to the world. I think this
is one of the problems in the world today and therefore I did not see
the necessity for rewriting the beautiful Prayer Book in order to make
it line up with the vernacular of the present day. So I still hold
for the 1928 Prayer Book. Neither do I see the necessity for having a
couple of ways of doing things, the Holy Eucharist Rite I and Holy
Bucharist Rite IT. I don't see the point in that. One of the changes
that has occurred since, I don't know whether I want to be quoted on
this or not, is that we now have a sermon at the 8:30 service.

Q: Oh we didn't use to?

A: No, we did not. We had the commmnion service and that was it,
period.

Q: Oh, I didn't know that had changed. Do you know how long it's
been? I've been there close to five years and it's always been there.

A: That was changed, I think, with the departure of Frank Shaffer, I
have a personal reason for saying that which I would just as soon not

!
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have on a tape. I'll be happy to tell you off the record but I'd
prefer not to have it on the tape. (laughter)

Q: I'll probably be the only one that hears these tapes for a long
time.

A: Well, just in case. But one of Mother's dearest friends had been
baptized and confirmed and had grown up in Christ Episcopal Chwarch.
Her name was Jane Calley ard she always went to the 8:30 service

for the reason that there was no sermon.

Q: Amd she preferred not to have it?

A: She preferred not to have the sermon. She felt that she was
closer to God when man didn't interfere by shooting off his mouth.
(laughter) But Mother and I had always gone to the 10:30 service
because I was in choir. Then Jane got to a place where she would meet
Mother and go to the 10:30 service so that Mother wouldn't have to sit
alone in the congregation. But during my temure the Sunday School
building was constructed.

Q: Tell me what you remember about that.
A: Just that T had a pledge I had to fulfill.

Q: Now that was under Hauser wasn't it? Because it was started in
1949 armd dedicated in 1950.

A: Yes, ard 8id Virco, Sidney Virco, that's V as in Victor I-R-C-0, I
don't know whether you've came across his name before, he was
Supe.rintexﬂentoftheSmﬂaySdlool. He also was active in the
Theatre Guild because by this time Theatre Guild had been organized
and was well under way but he was the Sunday School Superintendent at
that time. Mother taught Sunday School for awhile down there. She
taught the teenagers. She had Mary Winning's daughters and the
Leinicke boye and Skeeters. The Skeeter boys, you know, the one state
trocper that was just killed recently?

Q: ©Oh really, he was in her class?

A: Yes. There were thirteen of those children in their family.
There were thirteen Skeeters.

Q: Now I went to school, no they called him Skeeter Redman, that's
why I always get him confused with the others.

A: There were thirteen children in the Skeeter family and Mrs.
Skeeter was a Witcomb, W-I-T-C-0-M-B. ‘The congregational meetings
used to be dimmers scmetime in Jamuary in the parish hall. Following
dinner, the various departments of the church would give their anmual
reports. This is just a sideline. I don't know whether you can use
it or not, but I remember it well. Every Sunday the Skeeter family
came to church, all thirteen, plus Papa and Mama. I always admired
and respected Papa and Mama that they got thirteen kids spick and
polished and in time for 10:30 or 10:45 church service. I always had
the feeling they must have started the night before and worked all
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night to get the job done. They weren't always on time, sometimes
theywalkedlnjustaheadoftheprocessionalandsmetjmesthey
walkedmjustbehnﬂtheprocessmnal, (laughs) but they were there
every Sunday morning, bless their hearts.

Q: Do any of them still go?

A: No, Imnemberonepanshdlmer,thecongregationalneetmgas

we called them. when the meeting was over and pecple were
mtherarﬂImrelimerquthereforsm\ereasonorother Suddmly
Mrs. Skeeter, who was a ponderocus woman, she was kindly but she was
large in stature, came thundering down the stairs to the basement and
said, "I've lost one!" (laughter) She went into the boys restroom
and came out with one Skeeter firmly attached to her thumb and
forefinger and up the steps they went and I've never forgotten it,
bless her heart.

Q: How would she keep track of thirteen?

A: How would she, yes. But you said Ienten services with potlucks
were better attended certainly than they are now.

Q: Why do you think that's fallen off?

A: Well, I don't know why a lot of things have fallen off. I was
suxprisedwhenHobymadetlmccmnentthattherewemabmtzso
families in cur church, because I can remenber a time when the
membemhxpofmrdnmhwassogreataxﬂtheattendamemssogreat
that they had three services on Sunday and two Sunday Schools because
they couldn't accommodate them. Then they enlarged and built the
Sunday School building to try to take up the slack on the Sunday
School. What has happened, I don't know, I have no idea.

Q: Do you think it's just Christ Church and do you think that's sort
of a symptom of all churhes?

A: I would be inclined to say that it is the symptom of many churches
and I'm at a loss to understand why. The churches that are organized
andfomﬂedandhavebeenhexeforyearsarﬂyearsandyearsare

loswmenbersarﬂchurdleslmecalvazymarplearebustirgmtatme
seams and claiming membership of 4,000 people and all that good stuff.
'Iheyhaveevenbm.lttheirownacademy I don't know what the reason

Q: Do you think it's the Evangelical movement for spiritual reasons?

A: I don't know. I've just been trying to get a chairman for the
Country Cupboard for Christ chwrch. I have called countless people
and asked them to serve in that capacity and I have heard "no" in
countless ways. I still do not have a chairman.

Q: Do you think it's because women are working?
A Thewcmen]:havecalledaremtmrkjngarﬂmrchurchgulldsare

small, they're dwindling, and ECW is small. Now I can understand to a
greatmeasurewhythlswwldbetrueofst Joan's and St. Ceceln.ays
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because they are daytime guilds and ECW meets during the day, but -
tharexsanightguildarﬂmryoungmaxriedsarenotcanmgtothﬁt
Although they're working, ymhmwehavemanytm—salaryhmesas
you very well know, lmxttheseyotmgmaxriedsaremtcunmgtothe
evening quild either. Ihavetalkedwithscmeofthanlntryugto
secure a chairman and they will not be chairman. They'll work in the
dlmngroomortheyllworkcmthisorworkonthatbuttheymllnot
take over the chairmanship. Nor will they come to quild meetings.
But for the one big deal of the year they'll be there in some
capacity. I don't know what's doing it, I really don't.

Q: I know I don't come.

A: I know you don't come. I'm not lecturing you, don't
misunderstand.

Q: No, I know you're not. It seems like I have so little time at
home.

A: T know ard I appreciate that.

Q: And I'm always behind on everything. Sometimes I just simply need
"down time". I may not get the work done I need to do but I have to
have time to just not be under pressure. While I have a jcb that
sourds relatively simple, I'm a secretary, I have so many people I
work for.

A: Iet me tell you about pressure as a secretary, I was one for 35
years. I know what you are sayirey.

Q: Where were you a secretary?

A: At GAC, secretary to the branch manager.

Q: You also said you taught school?

A: T taught school before I went to GMAC.

Q: How many years did you teach school?

A: Five,

Q: Ard where did you teach?

A: Tles.,

Q: ©h did you tell me? It seems like I remember it now?

A: Yes, back in the days of grade schools, gixth, seventh and eighth
grades were departmentalized. I taught sixth, seventh and eighth
grade English.

Q: And then you've been active in the Theatre Guild. We talked ope
time about this
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A: The theatre over at Christ Church. Well the "ham" in me has |
alwaysbeenclosetothesurfacealﬁtheyhadwhattheycalledthq
College Club Players and they presented their plays at the Christ .
Church Parish Hall. There was a good stage and a good auditorium |
there, the space that now houses the choir room and the room to the
east of it, all that level. The three steps up to the choir room
would give you an indication of where the stage would have been. It
was back at that end and the rest of that was all auditorium with
wi:ﬁwsmbothsidesofthemcmandfoldirgchairs,mpemanmt
seating. In my preteen and teenage mind they were good plays and I'm
sure they must have been because they were always well attended. They
were directed by Henry B. House and believe it or not his middle neme
was Barrow, which I always thought was fumy, Henry Barrow House.

Q: Did you see the article in the Illinoig Times about him?
A: No, I don't get the Times.

Q: At work they bring it in and people will go out and get it and
bring in copies and I pulled it out and saved it. I'll have to let
you lock at it.

A: Oh great.

Q: It's just a delightful story, shows pictures of him dressed wp
like a woman, It was done by Ed Russo from the Sangamon Valley. I
guess he was quite a dashing and flamboyant figure?

A: He was married to Susan B. Cock and Susie was a friend of my
mother's. Susie was the one with the money and having married money
gave him time to do all the little extranecus things that he liked to
do like become involved in theatricals and all that good stuff. I did
mthmeitherofthanwelle:maghto]qmmetheritwasoriginally
a marriage of love which turned into one of convenience and it's none
of my business, But at any rate, they gave their plays down there.
AtthattimeIwasgoingtoGraceIutheranCtmmhalorgwithpaople
like Wayne Ieinicke who's also from Grace Iutheran Church. our youny
people'sgmapwascalledthemtherleaguearﬂweusedtogiveplays
to make money and we would rent the auditorium over at christ Church
to do our plays. ‘

Q: So that was a very active little church.

A; 'IhatwasascloseasIevercametobeinginmnofthecollege
Club Player's plays. (laughter)

Q: You weren't in any of them, you just remember them. Tell me same
more about House?

A: I really don't know all that much about him,
Q: Do you remember seeing him?
A: myes,IsawhimmnytjmesaminfactmetimeattheteMey

age of seventeen, T had the temerity to try out for a play. That '
didn't get very far but at least I tried. He was a "dapper dan". . We
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have a huge oil painting of him in the Board of Director's rocm over
at the Theatre Guild. Susie willed it to the Theatre Guild because it
was the only Theatrical group still in existence and she thought that
we would probably treasure it since he had been so active in amateur
theatre in the commmity. So it hangs on the wall in cur Board of
Director's roam. You ocught to go over and lock at it scmetime. He
seemed to me, just sitting back on the sidelines, he seemed to me to
be very caustic, very "cock sure", not the kirnd of person you could
cotton too and really warm up to, too easy. You might respect him and
you might admire him but love would be way down on the totem pole. I
could be misjudging him but this was my teenage reaction to him.

Q: Did he have quite a following of ladies?

A: I don't know that much about his personal life to know. His
College Club Players were really a clique. It was almost a repertoire
theatre actually. It was a "hard mut to crack" and there were many of
us who tried to crack it and didn't get the job done.

Q: It wasn't open to the public?

A: Well they would say, you know, there would be an anmmouncement in
the paper that there were going to be auditions held for "The

Family of Broadway," for instance. You'd go down to the auditions and
there are the same faithful few that are auditioning and you could
almost sit there amd tell who was going to get this part and who was
going to get this part and who was going to get this part. If you had
followed their shows before because you know they're pretty well
typecast and you can figure out that the kind of part she can play,
she'll get that. After Henry passed away that group sort of fell to
pieces and a nucleus pulled it back together and organized what they
called the Repertoire Guild which has nothing to do with Christ
Church, nothing whatsocever except that some of the people who've been
active in this group formed that group. They did their shows in the
place on South 15th Street, south of Laurel which I think, or the last
I heard, was the German Singing Society building. It may not still be
there. I've never gone down 15th Street to look and see if it's still
there. It was a small building and had been a small mom and pop
grocery store. Then they worked and made a little tiny stage that
wasn't as big as this living room. They did good things.

Q: Then when did you get involved with Theatre Guild?

A: Back in 1945 a group of us got together. The war was ostensively
over, ard a group of us together and thought it was time to revive
camumnity theatre in Spr ield. The Repertoire Guild had gone down
the tube when the war came along. So while the men were taken, of
course, S0 a group of us met night after night out in the PIT, ocut in
the old Brinkerhoff House.

Q: At the PIT?
A: At Springfield Junior College we had a dramatic group and we buyilt

our sets and had our meetings in the basement of the Brinkerhoff ,
which was part of the property of the college at that time. We
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