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William A. Redmond.

SESSION 7, TAPE 17, SIDE 1

Q: I think I'd like to begin today just reviewing some of the big issues of the 1960’s, early' _
1970’s. We've talked about the Kerner administration in some detail and I'm Just going to,
you know, mn off a llttle list of muss for you here .

A Okay

Q. have you comment on them where appropriate, where not- — and then we'll mové
on. One of the things that first of all we associate with the 1960’s is the war in Vietnam
issues around the draft. I just wonder if there is any effect that that had on the Ilhnm

legmlature"

A: RepresentatWe Bob Mann used to introduce resolutlom; that had to do vnth the Vietna
war but it wasn’t a big thing in the house. In fact I can’t even tell you, you know,
whether — what happened to them. I have a feeling that the legislature was more estab+
lishment than the people that were protestmg That would be my memory on that. But
it wasn't a big thing.

Q Did seleetivd serviee issues come up at all?
A: No, not to my knowledge

Q: Toward tho end of that penod there — I think it was the late 1960’3, like 1969, 1970 "T
there _m soie eampus unrest in Ilhnms Did issues hke that come up‘?

A‘Idon’tt’fﬁnkit thatwbnldhﬂebeentownrdthﬁendofthﬁtemandmxm
was — be was ﬁmshed in 1968 s0 it would have been when Governor Ogilvie — and I don
remember anything much. There:were some episodes in some of the universities but I
couldn’t tell you which ones they were.. I think University of Illinois had a little problem
but I don’t reeall it as being a big thmg in the Illinois legislature. I think kids were pretty
nearly as coneerned as they stated.

" - Q: We talked a little bit about ¢ivil rxghts issues. I think one thing we haven't talked abouf
our free speech, free assembly-type issues. 1 recall there was the — the Clabaugh Act
guess was stlll — may still be enforced or still be .

T

A: Gosh, I've forgotten what in the dickens that was now.
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Q: Not being a lawyer I don’t know if I can interpret that. You know, it had to do though
with who could speak on campuses I believe and, you know, whether or not members of
Communist parties or protest movements . . .

A: T just — that just slips my memory completely. See, I would have been, you know,
pretty young. I mean not young chronologically, but I wasn’t in there that much and the
big thing about the early days in — you know when Kerner was the governor — was the
big. . . . Let’s see now in 1959 was when Powell was elected Speaker with Republican votes
and then the first Kerner year was 1960 when the Republicans should really have elected
the Speaker and Powell managed to work that thing out so there was a big storm over
that. And that carried on for quite some time, so campus unrest and those things would
be paled and ingsignificant as compared to the election of Speaker.

Q: I guess at the far extreme of the civil rights movement. would bé activities, yqﬁ ‘know,
such as what the Black Panthers engaged in in Chicago and there was that whole I guess
controversy with Edward Hanrahan and he was tried I guess.

A: Ican’t recall — I can’t recall what year that was. Was that . . .
Q: That would have been closer to 1970.

A: Ithink that was later on, I think that would be later on. The big thing in the Kerner
administration in terms of civil rights was open occupancy and fair employment and I
remember Kerner's legislative liaison person who lobbied me to vote for open
occupancy. She is now a senator and a professor of law at Northwestern, Senator Dawn
Clark Netsch. She worked for Kerner. And my memory is that I was the eighty-ninth vote
because I know that she was at my desk at the time that I voted and it seems to me that
that was the vote that put it over.

There was some fussing around about picketing. It seems to me that there was some picket-
ing in Mayor Daley’s neighborhood maybe, Mayor Daley’s home, and I think somebody intro-
duced legislation to, I think — my memory again is to outlaw residential picketing. I may
be in error about that but —. but those are the things that I recall. Open occupancy and
fair employment, those were the big ones. .

Q: Maybe we should move on the to the Ogilvie administration.

A: Well the big thing in the Kerner — one of the significant things, is that that was when
the network of junior colleges were adopted which I think is really pretty historical. And
Representative Eugenia Chapman was the sponsor of those I think. But money was fright-
fully scarce. One of the things that Kerner had to do was transfer — by today’s standards
it doesn’t amount to’an awful lot — nineteen million dollars, I think he .transferred from
the road fund into the general fund. 1 think he might have, that’s my memory. There was
that transfer and everybody thought the world was going to come to an end and it was only
nineteen million dollars. But money was very very scarce and they were scrimping around.

And you may have noticed that the governor in his debate with Senator Stevenson the other
day talked about Stevenson having voted for increases in taxes in 1965 when Stevenson was
in the legislature. Well that was prior to the adoption of the income tax. And the income
tax, when that came along, that infused a billion dollars of new money. During the Kerner
years things were really pretty tight. Again my memory is that they had an increase in
the sales tax, a kind of a modest increase in sales tax, and that was done primarily with
the cooperation of the senators. The house was alright. Again that’s just kind of dim his-
tory and I wasn’t in leadership so I didn’t play that much of a role. But those who repre-
sented the institutions, the districts that had institutions of higher education, that’s where
those votes came from and I . . .
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But Kerner's time was relatively tranquil. I mean I think open occupancy passed and fair -
employment passed, the junior college set-up, the community colleges, that passed.

I've always thought that Governor Kerner was one of the better governors that I served
under. He didn’t take part in the rough and tumble politics so he left the legislature pretty
much alone. And as I say it was — aside from our problems, you know, because we elected
a Speaker that we probably shouldn’t have elected and. . . .. Not very tempestuous.

It seems to nie that Strattdn had an increase in sales tax in 1959 I think.

Q: You talk about Kerner transferring money from the road fund to the general fund and
people thinking, you, know, that that was pretty signifcant .

A: Nineteen million.

Q: Yes. (chuckles) People think of that as being very significant. Did he have to lobby
a lot of folks to get support for that?

Al couldh’f tell ydu because I -wasn’t in leadership. I really don’t know how it was done.
think Paul Powell did most of it. Powell was the Speaker. And Powell was pretty — h
really was the leader of the Democratic party in 1961. ‘ .

Q: (pause) I don't know if you can answer this or not — you not having been in leadershi
at that time — but if Kerner were to look for some help within the legislature on a give
issue would he be more likely to go to Powell people or Daley people or would they be a
pretty much the same? 1

-A: T would think Powell. I would think Powell and possibly — Jack Touby was the majorit]
leader is my memory — and he worked with Jack too. Chicago has always had needs indg¢-
pendent of the Democratic party though. I mean what they wainted wouldn’t necessari
be what all downstate .Democrats would want. But of course Powell’s folks were t
downstate Democrats pretty well. But there were some stray votes that Powell cou
get. One of them that I know is C.L. McCormick. He was for an increases of taxes of some
kind. But that was geared to maybe Highway 57 or, you know, 74 or some — it may haye
been Southern INinois University-Carbondale. There was a tie-in between some need
the southern part of the state. Because he and Powell were from the same district and they
weren't enemies.

QIs there any particular close relationship that Kerner would have had with downstate
or it was just more or less to avoid some identification with Chicago that he would work
with Powell.

A I don’t think so. Kerner I think probably did work with Powell. That would be my
guess, and Touhy beeause Touhy was the majority leader. )

.(taping stopped to get a glass of water, then resumed) -

Q: We were talking about Powell and Kerner and Touhy a little bit. Was some of that as;b-
ciation just so that they could get along, you know, personalitywise too?

A: Well I really — you know Kerner didn't have that mueh to do with the legislature. w
I don’t know how his program was handled. I don’t know, I wasn’t part of leadership and
I never did know. There was one bill that passed that Kerner was not pleased with. I cap’t
recall what it was now but it was — he called me down to his office and asked me if 1
would — He told me his displeasure and asked me if I would keep him advised of what was
happening in the legislature. So I had a feeling' that they didn't tell him

everything. And I don’t recall what the — you know, whether that was the bill to ine
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the sales tax. I'm inclined to think that it was to get money for the universities. That’s
kind of my memeory on it and probably something for Chicago too. But Kerner was kind
of displeased about that and so that led me to believe that. . . . See I knew him pretty
well. And I was really kind of surprised that — of course I was still pretty new in the
business and 1 didn't realize how much the governor has to keep his hands off. But I
thought that Kerner would be well advised to have one of his guys in the leadership some-
place so that, you know, he was sure that his program would go through and he would be
able to know that — he didn’t have — none of the leadership was really Kerner's
people. But it worked out pretty well. I think he had a pretty good goal.

Q: When he called you down there to ask you to keep him advised, he called you down there
more or less as an old friend?

A: As an old friend, yes. See, he and I were classmates from law school.
Q: Did you see Kerner socially very much during that time?

A: Not very much, no. I never imposed on the friendship. He was busy doing other things
-and I just — any time I wanted to see him I had no problem getting in to see him but
I didn’t . . . I think, in all the years he was there, I think I only — the governor normally
invites the legislature over for an evening of cocktails — I don’t think it was dinner —

cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. I think I only went once in the eight years because I didn’t
want to impose on the friendship. :

Q: (pause) Are there any other issues from the Kerner administration that we need to
handle?

A: Those are the only ones that I can recall right at the moment. I suppose I should have
looked in my [Legislative Synopsis and] Digest and seen but I didn’t do it.

Q: Well I think, you know, from listening to the last couple of tapes we've done pretty good
at covering everything.

A: Do you think so?

Q: Yes. Then right toward the end of his second term he left the office?

A: Yes. He took the appointment that — United States Circuit Court of Appeals.

Q: Did that surprise you at all?

A: Well he liked being a judge. I think he was more comfortable being a judge than he
was being governor although I thought he was a good governor, but I think his main love
was — see, he followed in his father’s footsteps. His father was a judge and I think he
liked to do as his father did. I can’t remember what bench his father was on though,

whether it was a federal bench or a state bench but I know he was. . . . And Otto always
aspired to that. I think one of his most comfortable jobs was as county judge.

So to answer your question I think he really liked to be on the bench. And of course a
third term was pretty much taboo then. I don’t remember how much was Ieft of his term
when he left, when he was — was it a year?

Q: About that. Not very much . . .
A: I think it would have been before he would have decided whether he was going to

run. I’'m pretty sure that that was the case, I think he had about a year. Then Sam
Shapiro came in and ran for governor,

E
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Q: Were there realignments or anything when Shapiro came m? Did that change what hap-
pened in the legislature at all? ?
A: Not particularly. Sam was - I would think if — Sam probably was as beloved a
member of the General Assembly as I've ever seen. He served quite a few terms, I don’t
remember how many there were now but he served quite a few. And he had been state’s
attorney in Kankakee County which was extremely odd for a Democrat to begin with. And
of course Sam was Jewish t00 30 — there wouldn’t have been many Jews in Kankakee — so
you take the combination of a Democrat, a Jewish Democrat, and to be elected states attor-
ney in that area was quite a tribute to him.

And he really was beloved and of course he — well one of the mental health facilities now:
is named after him. His main interest when he was in the legislature was handling matters
involving mental health. Of course the institution is there in Kankakee. I don’t know
where the Shapiro Institution is but. . . . I can still see a fight in my first term when — yes,
my first term — Stratton was governor. It didn’t amount to an awful lot of money and
it was for mentally retarded — Lineoln and Dixon and those places. It seems to me they,
figured it was twenty-five million dollars and Governor Stratton was resisting it and Sa
was very eloquent and it went on the bill. Now whether the governor knocked it out wit
a line item veto and Sam put it back in again I'm not too sure, but it was quite a feat becaus
he handled that so well. But Kerner had that great interest in mental health too.

Q: (pause) Before we move on to talk about Ogilvie, I'd like to talk a little bit about thel
Democratic nominations then in 1968, governor’s race and then also about the Democratic
national convention in 1968. :

A: In 1968,

H

Q: I think Shaniro was nominated. : ‘
A: Yes he was. He ran for reelection. To show how fleeting fame is though I can’t recall]
all the rest of his ticket. Bill Clark dropped out is my memory. Did Clark run for thei
United States Senate that year? I think he did, I know he did, he ran against Dirksen onei
time. And that probably was 1968. But the rest of them I don’t remember.

Q: So that slate-making in Illinois probably wasn’t too controversial that year?

A: T don’t think so, no. Well Shapiro was — he was governor at the time so there was,
no question about him. I don’t think Mayor Daley was eestatic about Bill Clark. Why I;
don’t know.. Clark, he's now on the Supreme Court. Wasn’t that the time when Clark was
doing — really doing pretty well and the Cuban missile crisis and — am I right on
that? Kennedy called Dirksen back to. . . . I know something happened that Dirksen broke
off campaigning because of some international problem and I know that Clark was all upset;
about that. (chuckles) And that would have been Kennedy I think, wouldn’t it? or John-
son?

_ Q‘ &'hatwanki have been: Johnson ¥

A Kennedy, l guesa he was elected in 1960 and he didn’t — he didn’t serve his full four.
< years.I don't think.

Q: It must have been a Vietnam issue then if Dirksen was called back because that would.f
have been . . .

A; Idon’t remember when it was now but I know that Dirksen went back to . . .

Q: (pause) Did you attend the national eonvention in Chicago then that year in 1968?
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A: Not as a delegate I didn’t. I probably went as a spectator but not as a delegate. Who
in the blazes was our nominee in 19687 Lyndon Johnson?

Q: If I've got my year right I think that’s the year that Johnson decided not to run.
A: He dropped out, yes. And Hubert Humphrey, I think tha’t‘was it wasn’t' it?

Q: Yes and there was McCarthy as a peace candidate.

A: That's whenﬁ Vietnam was going strong.

Q: Yes that was — McCarthy was a peace candidate, Humphrey and there were several
other candidates but those were the two .. . .

A: That was when Vietham was going strong, in 1968,
Q: In 1968, yes.

A: Johnson decided he wasn’t going to run for reelection. But I never was that actlve on
the national level. : :

Q As a spectator do you have any recollectlons of that convention and all the thmgs that
were going on in the street at the time with the Chicago police and then ., .-,

A: Oh yes, that's the one we held in Chicago when they had the riots and then — oh that
was awful. The police were accused of brutality and Mayor Daley was very defensive and
it seems to me that he went on one of the national television programs, exclusive, with one
of the anchormen — 1 think it was Columbia Broadcasting, I've forgotten now - but that
was a nightmare.

That convention was held out at the International Amphitheater. I was not at that conven-
tion at all. I saw it on the — I was appalled. You know the violence and everything, it
was a fright. Well it was handled kind of badly I thought. You know they wouldn’t let
them — you know, they wanted to stay in Lincoln Park. So the rules were that you couldn’t
stay there overnight so they dispersed them and they dispersed them out into the neighbor-
hood and they really raised cain then when they got out there. And I'm surprised.too
because the Chicago police as a rule are superb in handling crowds and parades and all that
kind of stuff. But they evidently were taken by surprise because if they were — let them
stay in Lincoln Park and they had their eye on them, they weren’t going to get in any trouble
or do any damage. But you chase them around and — they did that same thing, do you
remember? it seems to me they wanted to have some kind of rally in Soldiers Field and
they wouldn’t give them a permit. And how stupid, you know they could have had them
right where they were and you know they’d know where they were and let them . . .

Let’s see — what dld I1do? 1 remember now we had some bill when I was Speaker
and. . . . The size of the crowd was far beyond the capacity of the gallery so I arranged
for the Armory and gave them public address systems and you know they went over there
and ranted and raved and raised hell and all that but they didn’t disturb anybody I mean
you let them talk, you let them do their thing.

This suppressing people, you know that gets you in trouble all — in my judgment
anyway. You saw it this last time with, you know, the women and the chains and I just
can’t see that that makes any sense. It’s like putting the top on a boiling kettle and it's
going to get out some way.

So that’s what happened in the 1968 convention and it just got — I often thought that if
they let all those people gather in Soldier Field and closed all the doors but one, they'd all





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































