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Preface

This oral history of William A. Redmond’s service in the Illinois House of Representatives
is a product of the Illinois Legislative Research Unit’s General Assembly Oral History
Program. The oral history technique adds a distinctive new dimension to the unit’s statu-
tory responsibility for performing research and collecting information concerning the govern-
ment of the state. .

William A. Redmond was born in Chicago, Illinois, on November 25, 1908. The story of his
youth exemplifies near-West Side Chicago life in the early part of the 20th Century. His
discussion of his childhood career as a photography model is most interesting. After
completing an engineering degree at Marquette University, he attained his law degree at
Northwestern University in 1934, :

After brief experience with a southern Illinois law firm he returned to Chicago to join the
law firm of Loesch, Scofield, Loesch and Burke. He continued with that firm, primarily
representing the Pennsylvania Railroad in injury cases, until enlistment in the navy during
World War II.  During the period 1942 to 1945, he served first in naval intelligence and then
as a naval security officer. Shortly after enlistment, he married Rita Riordan.

Returning to his law career after the war, Mr. Redmond established a private law practice
first in Benson then in Bensenville. Having become a confirmed Democrat through depres-
sion years experience, he espoused the cause of the Democrats in Du Page County. His first
venture for office was an unsuccessful bid in 1948 for state’s attorney; his second, also unsuc-
cessful, a bid in 1950 for county judge. He found his niche in the predominantly Republican
county when he ran for the Illinois House of Representatives in 1958 and continued to hold
this seat until his retirement in 1983.

Mr. Redmond’s major legislative achievements were in the fields of conservation, mass tran-
sit, education and crime and corrections. These were attained primarily before his suoces-
gion to the house speakership in 1971. His discussion of his experiences as Speaker for three
terms is most informative. He continiued his public service as a member of the Illinois Bris-
oner Review Board after his retirement from the house in 1975. The discussion of fthis
service bears out his continuing concern in the crime and corrections field.

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that it is a transcript of the speken
word. Its informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor
and to tap the narrator’s memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes
should understand that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a
primary historical source, as no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator.




Neither the Illinois Legislative Research Unit nor Sangamon State University is responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein; these are for
the reader to judge.

The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Lee Nicholson during the summer and fall
of 1982. Pat Grider and Julie Allen transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were
edited by Horace Waggoner and reviewed by Mr. Redmond, Allen prepared the
typescript. Florence Hardin compiled the index. The Chicago Tribune provided valuable
agsistance in the research effort. - '

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole

or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi-
nois Legislative Research Unit, Room 107, Stratton Building, Springfield, Illinois, 62706.
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SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1

QI gueSs the ﬁrst thmg I would like to ask you is where and when you were born?

A: Iwas born in Chlcago November 25, 1908.

Q: Who were your parents? 3

A: My mother was — her maiden name was Crowe, Gertrude Crowe, who was a native
Chicagoan. In fact her mother was born in Chicago, a third generation Chicagoan on my
- mother’s side. My father's name was William Patrick Redmond. He was born on a farm
in Canada in-a township called Domville, Ontario. They both died at about the age of exghty-
ﬁve or elghty-mx, in the mlddle 1950’s.

Q: Where were you hvmg in Chicago at the time? Or where wereyou parents living?

“A: An area of Chicago known as Logan Square If you are a Chicagoan you know you iden-
tify areas of Chieago by the parish. It was in St. Sylvester’s Parish.

Q Can you describe your parents to me a little bit, what tl_iey looked like physically?

A: Well they were medium stature I'd say. My father was rather slightly built although,
as a farm boy, he was very sturdy. Slightly built. I never knew him when he had a full
. beard,;but he did have as a younger man. And there were pictures of him in a Prince A
coat and all that. When you realize that he was raised on a farm and educated in a co try
... schook. and never went beyond probably the fourth or fifth grade, where he got such co rtly
E mammp is kmd of difficult to ynderstand, but he was a very very gentle man. Spoke wel

He ultmiataly was dlstrlct passenger agent with the Pennsylvama Railroad. And he game
there as a very young boy. He came to Chicago, I think he was probably seventeen, and
he started in the baggage room handling baggage and he worked himself up to what
amounted to a pretty fair job with the railroad 3

- I don’t know — well he was a gentle man, I don’t know what more I can say about hun He
was a wonderful father and a wonderful husband.” The fact of the matter is I never heard
my mother or father ever argue in all the years they were married. There was nel}er a
note of discord in our home. ;

i
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My mother was a beautiful woman, again a very gentle person. Her father was in the house-
moving business, very prominent in the house-moving business. There was an article in one
of the magazine sections in one of the Chicago newspapers very recently in which they
showed moving Our Lady of Lourdes Church across Ashland Avenue. Well they didn’t
attribute that to any housemover, but that was my grandfather that was moving that. And
it was quite a big structure and they used to always brag that they never even cracked the
plaster in moving it across.

He was born in Ireland . . . that is my mother’s father. My mother’s mother was born in
Chicago. Her name was Barry, my mother’s maiden name as I said was Crowe. And he
worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad for a total of fifty-three years. And then I guess I
am following in his footsteps, because when he left there he went to work for the City
National Bank. (chuckles) And he worked another six or seven years. And I don’t
think — God, he was eighty before he actually retired, maybe a little more than that. So
we come from a family that as long as we are able to draw a breath we like to work.

And they had a long life together, because as I say they died within six months of each
other in the middle 1950’s.

Q: Did you have any other brothers or sisters?

A: I had one sister — she was nineteen months older than I am. She lived — well she
only died here a few years back. Then I had one other sister who died in infancy. The
sister who lived, name was Gertrude, which was my mother’s name. My mother’s name
was Gertrude and the other child that — was about three when she died of scarlet fever,
her name was Louise. She died as a young — a very young — child.

Q: Did you know all of your grandparents?

A: T knew my father’s mother. I never knew my father’s father. Her name was Mary
Manion. She was born in Clifton, Galway, in Ireland. His father was a farmer and was
killed when a tree fell on him. He was quite young at the time. He also was born in Ire-
land, but I never knew him. I knew my mother’s mother slightly. Her name was Maria
Barry, but I never knew my mother’s father, he was deceased.

My father’s father’s name was Nicholas, which is kind of a strange name for an Irish family,
but there evidently — I saw in the Chicago Board of Health one time there was a fellow
sitting at the desk, John N. Redmond, and I said, “I'll bet I can tell you your middle
name.” And he said, “What is it?” _And I said, “Nicholas,” and it was. I don’t know where
that name came from, but it is really kind of an odd name for an Irish family, but evidently
there was a Nicholas in there.

My mother is a high school graduate which is quite unusual for somebody in her years.
Q: How did she achieve that? Was her family fairly well-to-do?

A: They were well-to-do. They had the first indoor plumbing on the near west side of
Chicago. They lived on Grand Avenue about Laman. They were pretty-well fixed. Not,
you know, not like the Armours, the Swifts or the Ryan O’'Neilly’s. But it would be consid-
ered, you know, middle class reasonably successful Trish family.

Q: Did they own that house-moving business?

A: My grandfather owned it, and then when he died two of his oldest brothers, John and
Albert, not brothers but sons, took over the business. John and Albert Crowe and they con-
tinued the business under the name of Crowe Brothers. It is no longer in existence. I don’t
think there is anybody left who could run the business. One of their progeny is a priest
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and ... two of the boys are deceased and there is nobody to run the — its defunct
now, And 1 suppose like housemovmg, I dont suppose there is that much of it
anymore. It’a like livery stable, I think it is all gone. (chuckles)

Q: Did yonr father talk much about his experiences of growing up in Ontario?

A Well uot a great deal. You know, what happens around a farm? Really not very mucb
of anythmg. -I'spent.all my summers as a very young boy down on my grandmother’s farm
in Canada. But he never said a great deal about it. He left there pretty young, I cant
tell you for sure how young he was, but he was pretty young. _

He had another brother by the name John Nicholas who came to Chicago ahead of him. And
. a brother Lawrence who stayed back in Canada who also died quite young. The life span
was not very old back in those days. And the oldest boy was named Thomas. See when
his father died why he stayed on and took care of his mother and helped raise the youngq“r
family, which was customary in those days. He helped raise my dad and John and therte
were three girls, Mary, Bridget and Elizabeth. ' ' : '

It was a rare household that didn’t have at least two generations and many of them had
three, they all took care of their own old folks. There was no nursing homes. You tm*(
care of your people x

It was blg —"a lot of people living there. My father’s uncle lived there, his name was Pat

rick Redmond He stayed there and helped his sister-in-law with the — raising the young
family. I knew my father s folks a lot better than I knew my mother’s folks.

?

A: Bécauke I spent the summers there. I used to like the farm in the summertime, alii
I used to spend the summers there.

- Q: Because you'd spend the summers there?

Q: Can yqudescmbe that farm to me a little bit?

A: Oh boy. (chuckles) By today’s — by Illinois standards, it would be pretty
godforsaken, They had a lot of acreage, but it was mostly sand dunes and cedar trees. And
- of course the season in Canada was so short. You know about the only crop matured I guegs
would be, well, hay, and oats if they were lucky. Of course a lot of it was handwork. Thay
didn’t have the sophisticated machinery that we have today. And ... corn wouldn’t really
ripen and they never planted wheat, I don’t know why, but they dldn_’t Their crops were
primarily oats and hay. And I would say that they had — I don’t know why my uncle
bought every:-farm that — that was available. You know, across the way there was a fif
acres, he:bought that, and there would be another seventy-five acres — I thmk their holg-
ings were probably three hundreud and ﬁfty or four hundred acres, but it was pretty podr
land. ,

3
¥
They-milked probably fourteen or fifteen head of cattle by hand. They used to take. the
milk to the local cheese factory fiftéen miles away. And that is where they disposed of theﬁr
milk, but I suppose that was probably their big cash crop.

? lee here in Sprmgﬁeld, they have the farmer’s market. Well they used to have a —
farmers;would go into the town, a little — the nearest town was I think called Prescott. 1
- don’t knaw: how:frequently they’d go in but they’d ge in and sell chickens, ducks, whatever
~ ‘they might have to sell. If you didn’t sell them all in the marketplace, why, they’d go door-

i . to-doer and ‘sell them. My grandmother did that. She was very short but very sturdy

because she did a lot of very hard work when her husband died. The main responsibility
of raxsmg the family was on her. |
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She was very kindly and — you know it used to be — for instance there would be a death
in the family, customarily the neighbors would come in and clean the house and prepare
meals and all that, because farmers from miles around would come to attend the
funeral. And when grandma died, she had by those standards a — this is an old Irish mea-
surement, I guess — but a big funeral is an indication of a successful life. (chuckles)

She was very loved. I mean she was a wonderful woman. I have pictures of her. She had
a spinning wheel, she used to make yarn out of wool and she knit socks for all of the young
folks and mittens for everybody. The old steé¢l needles, you know four needles, that she
could run up a pair of mittens without even watching., - But she was bedridden for about
twelve years.

But those are very happy mempries of the farm.

Q: How old were you when you first started going up there?
A: Gosh, I don’t know, awfully young.

Q: About five, six . . .

A: Yes. I may have gone — they may have taken me down there as a smaller child. But
five or six. My dad being a railroad man, I had passes. Of course my mother used to take
the two of us down there. She’d spend summer with us. Well until I was in high school,
then of course you had to get about your father’s business and get jobs and that sort of
thing. But I went down, I would say I was there at least every year until — you know
it's hard to remember when — you know when they died. I was a pretty good sized fellow
when my grandmother died.

Then I still went down there pretty nearly every year to see my aunts, and I had a cousin
who was very dear to me, her name was Mary Sweeney. (pause) I don’t mean to suggest
that I, you know, that I wasn’t real friendly with my mother’s people. It just happened
that — that — you know, they had the farm and my grandmother, my maternal grand-
mother, died when I was really very young. But I have some cousins on my mother’s side
that I have been very close to.

Q: Tt's just when you spend an entire summer with somebody, you really get to know
them . . .

A: Well, yes, yes. See most of those people haven’t been married. They were unmarried
women and unmarried men and I was — my sister and I were really the only kids in the
family. That wasn’t the situation with my mother’s people. Most of her siblings did have
children, so it was a different kind of arrangement all together. I was really kind of a stand-
in children for the rest of the — the rest of the Redmond clan. I mean me and my sister.

Q: What are your earliest recollections of the Logan Square area where you grew up?

A: Very very meager, [ left there as a young kid. And then we moved back to my mother’s
home. And this is pretty skimpy, I — my guess is that we did it in order for my mother
to take care of my grandmother. That would be — but I wasn’t very old when she
died. And that was on Grand Avenue, near Ashland. And I was still pretty young when
we left that and went out to the Austin area. We went to the Austin area before I ever
went to school. I started in school in Austin. And my sister, oh, she was a little — a year
ahead of me in school, she also started to school in Austin. It was all preschool when we
were on Grand Avenue,

Q: When you moved to Austin, did you move to a new homeor . .









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































