APPENDIX TO ATTACH. 1

Supplemental List - Narrator's name and modifiers

Narrator's full name: LewamDd H, IZ-AHSGA)

Modifiers (note that these are not capitalized):

: childhood

: educatiqn,q—(,ﬁ;-glq/ 1y 1S = /18,2930
: employment (non-government) 4 13,28, 21-%3

: family, _l-‘-lj 73 p 7, 8.

: homes‘, 3

: honors and achievements

: illness

: marriage ;, 19,27

: military service, 16~28

: political career (nonlegislative), So =3 3§ -
: religion, 4, @ /

: retirement

: sports and hobbies

: travels 1o0-11




Sty Cond

APPENDIX TO ATTACH. 4

Supplemental List - Legislative technique and modifiers

Index entry: Legisiative technique

Modifiers:

. bi1) managenent ; 767 79~ 80,81~ B8, 9¢ ,2¢, 97 122,113~ 12y
: caucusing ; &6 ~—&7,10 [//o(,-vlt"?/ lo¥

: chamber seating , ¢ s~

: commission appointments

: committee assignments , §g ) q/

: filibustering

: hearings

: horseplay/loSZIOE

: mail , 6 &

: office and staff ; &7 — 72

: pay and expenses, 7(

: proxy voting - :

: relationships) 48-49, 6/, C,Cf}.g’ gsll 8.8/9 // /07)"7—, ’/{;} ’2'3/ /'2)// 26
: representation phi]osophy,<{7l7},~=73/ /03, l _'7// /2.8', /%3 ’l 132
: researchJ 9‘57*{7,45'.(,@

: study committees |

: taclzticsj 4q,71, 72, 73-79,749

: veto




QQ!YSOA/

APPENDIX TO ATTACH. 4

Supplemental List - Newspapers and modi fiers

Index entry: Newspapers
ﬂodifiersé

: Abend Post

: Alton Telegragh

: Baltimore §gﬂ

: - Bloomington Pantagraph

: Blytheville Courier

: Carbondale High Schoo] Monitor

: Carbondale Southern Illinoisan

: Cedar Rapids Republican

: Centralia Evening Sentinel

: Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette

: Chicago American

: Chicago Daily News ) 7¢, 129
: Chicago Defender

: Chicago Greek Star

: Chicago Heights Star

: Chicago Herald and Examiner

: Chicago Herald-American

: Chicago Sun-Times




: Chicago Sun

: Chicago Times

: Chicago Today

: Chicago Tribune , 4O

: Clinton Daily Journal and Public

: Clinton De Witt County Qbservor

: Decatur Democrat

: Decatur Herald and Review

: Des Moines Register
: Evanston Review

: Holton Recorder

: Kaﬁsas City Call

: Kansas Cfty Star |

: Lincoin Courier

: London Times

: .Los Angeles Times
: Memphis Commercial

: Memphis Press Scimitar

: Michigan Daily
: New York Times

: 0ak Park Oak Leaves

: Paddock Press

. Pekin Daily Times
: Pekin Evening Post
: Pekin Free Press

: Pekin Tribune




: Peoria High School Opinion
: Peoria Journal-Star

: Pittsburgh Courier

| : Political Reporter

: Prairie State Tribune

: Racing Form
: Rapid City Daily Journal

: Sioux City Journal

: Springfield I11inois State Journal-Register

: Springfield 1llinois State Journal

: Springfield Illinois State Register

: Springfield The Independent Press

: St. Louis Globe-Democrat

: St. Louis Post-Dispatch

: Tennessee State Collegian
: Topeka State Journal

: Wall Street Journal

: Washington Star
: Wilmette Life

——

ENTER ANY NEW NEWSPAPERS (NOT LISTED ABOVE) HERE:

+ Pacos lUOon:r_H ﬁwarﬂ‘ﬂl:, 3,473, 5%
:?okru-mum E‘MCodomvST) JI2.
CALumeET TAUDEX 5 Y0

; pants Le fllowoE AL

»0




APPENDIX TO ATTACH. 4

Supplemental List - Politics and modifiers

Index entry: Politics

Modifiers:

: b1ocs,‘{$"-[7/‘{8 36k, 5’(/ &7

: campaign techmques,'sq-jl 4‘/ 49, P*<G-6o0 JCl, bz-a,g | 2~ 12.7
: elections ,39-40,4 ‘H"-H./(eo, 6l

: ethics and conflict of 1nteres§)-7¢ J,-ii;fa'"

: expenses

: fund raising, 41 ~42.

: legislative protocol gy g(,

: nomination procedures / 3,28

: patronage Sb

: precinct capfains (district committeemen)

: retirement, I‘z:a %) |
: township (ward) comm1tteemen

. voting record |




APPENDIX TO ATTACH. 4-

Supplemental List - Legislation and modifiers

Index entry: Legislation
Modifiers:

: agriculture, /0%~ (oY

. athletics

: aviation

: banks andvsavings and loan associations

: budget and appropriations

: business and economic deve]oPment) (02103
: civil defense

: communism)_

: constitutiony 4
:cmwmrﬁwmlgL)“qﬂ}lo

+ crime and corrections , 17 -0, 0%, 1 11— [l 2
: education, 9/ -9 ;/64~/0C, 113 )6
: elections and reapportionment ) RE—-§9

: ethics and conflic of interest )20~

: fiscal reform -

: gambling

: industry and labor relations)‘?o

: insurance , 75~




: judicial reform 72,80 82, = ) /I3

: legislative reform/7(a*77/ 37/ /07,'2-"/'-”"3-’ '

: licensing and regulation

: liquor control

: mental health

: military affairsJ |31

: mines and minerals

: municipalities

: personnel and penslions

: pollution, environment and conservation‘,‘?O)/o! —-lo2, /0’5,) /17~ /19
: public aid, health, welfare and safety)g).7 3’7} QL—/DI/ 106
: public employees

: public utilities , GO~9(

: public works |

: revenue 7Y

: transportation, /0¥

LCwe RIGHTS 72, 110111, 12012/




Qm;”‘"

Note on page location:
Volume I: pages 1-138
Volume II: pages 139-286

B PTELACE ..o A AR R AR R v

1 The Years Before \ 1

Birthplace - Family background - Education - Husband - Children -
| Parent-Teachers Association - Juvenile Protection Assoctation - City of
Hope - Chicago Area Project - Rogers Park - The Depression - League
of Women Voters - Jewish organizations - Conference of Christians and
Jews - Chicago School for Retarded Children - Independent Voters of Illi-
nois - Richard J. Daley - First Campaign for Alderman

! The General Assembly Years 96

Campaign for house - Commission on Mental Retardation - Legislative

reform - Education Committee - School Problems Commission - Higher

education - Public Health Study and Survey Commission - Illinois Mental

Health Commission - Governor’s Commission to Revise the Mental

Health Code - Public Aid - Fiscal reform - Judicial reform - Campaign |
for senate - Commission on the Status of Women - Equal Rights Amend-

ment

' The Years After 940

Second campaign for alderman - Chicago City Council - Chicago Board
of Health - Israel trips - Advice for those considering running for the
legislature

Index 287

Photographs following pages 70 and 212




This oral history of Leland H. Rayson’s service in the Illinois house of representatives is
a product-of the Illinois Legislative Research Unit’s General Assembly Oral History
Program. The oral history technique adds a distinctive new dimension to the unit’s statu-
tory responsibility for performing research and collecting information concerning the govern-
ment of the state.

Leland H. Rayson was born in Qak Park, Illinois in 1921. His family moved to Springfield,
Massachussets in 1931 and then to Pittsford, New York in 1934. After completing his high
school years at Pittsford in 1939, he attained a scholarship to Coe College, Cedar Rapids,
Towa, which he attended for his freshman year. In 1941 he transferred to the University
of Rochester, Rochester, New York. While in attendance at this university, he enlisted in
the U. S. Navy’s V-12 program, subsequently completing midshipmens’ school at Columbia
University. In 1944, while in small-boat command training in Florida, he married Barbara
Chandler.

Mr. Rayson’s World War II experience was in the Pacific Theatre of operations as an officer
on a Landing Ship Tank (LST). This experience included participation in the amphibious
assault landings at Leyte and the Lingayen Gulf in the Philippines and in the invasion of
Okinawa.

After World War II, Mr. Rayson completed his work for a degree at the University of Roches-
ter. Returning to Oak Park, Illinois, he then entered the Northwestern University Law
School.

Mr. Rayson became interested in politics in Oak Park, but it was not until he moved to Tinley
Park in 1949 that he began to be actively involved. He joined the local township Democratie
organization in 1950 and became its president in 1954. After serving in several elective posi-
tions — township assessor, police magistrate, justice of peace — he unsuccessfully ran for
Congress in 1958. His next try, this time successful, was in 1964 for a seat in the Illinois
house of representatives, where he continued to serve until 1977.

Mr. Rayson’s major legislative achievements were in the fields of civil rights, public aid and
criminal law. His memoir, while focusing on such legislation, also recounts other personal
and political subjects. An independent liberal legislator, he considered his function was to
take the ‘“churning and thrusting” actions needed to stir society and make it face its
problems. Following his legislative career he concentrated on his law practice in Tinley
Park.

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that it is a transeript of the spoken
word. Its informal. conversationa! stvle represents a deliberate attempt to encourawe randor
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and to tap the narrator’s memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes
should understand that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a
primary historical source, as no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator.

Neither the Illinois Legislative Research Unit nor Sangamon State University is responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the
reader to judge.

The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner during the spring of
1982. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Waggoner, a small farm-gservice community in cen-
tral Illinois. At age 18, he enlisted for military service in World War II and, as a U. S.
Air Force commissioned officer, continued to serve until 1973. Upon leaving service, he
resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history at Sangamon State Uni-
versity in 1975. Specializing in the field of oral history, he has been associated with the
Sangamon State University Oral History Office since 1976.

Julie Allen transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were edited by Mr. Waggoner
and reviewed by Mr. Rayson, Barbara Guzouskis prepared the typescript. Florence Hardin
compiled the index. The Chicago Tribune and the Illinois State Historical Library provided
valuable asgsistanece in the research effort.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole
or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without wwitten permission from the Illi-
nois Legislative Research Unit, 222 S. College St., Springfield, Illinois, 62704.




SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1

What'’s the date of your birth sir?

: August 23, 1921.

And where were you born?

: Oak Park, Illinois.

What was your father’s name?

. Ennes Charles Rayson.

And where was he born?

! 'm not sure. I think it was Holly, New York.

What is his nationality?

e e B o proe 2 e

: I guess you might say English. His father had been in Birmingham, England, and came
to this country. And his mother was Dutch.

Q: So your grandfather then came to the United States from England?
A: Yes.

Q: What was his name?

 A: I don’t know off-hand. It may have been Charles, but I'm not sure. He died before I

was born.

Q: So you didn’t have a chance to know your grandfather on that side?

A: No, neither one.

Q: How about your grandmother, did you know her — your father’s mother?

A: Yes. Her name was Martha.
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Q: And she was born in Holland you say?

A: I'm not so sure where she was born — she could have been. All I know is I believe
she met my grandfather in this country. Her maiden name was Shumway.

Q: And you say they met in this country then?

A: T'm thinking they did.

Q: Presumably in Néw York then?

A: Yes.

Q: Did they come to Chicago then, or did your father . . .

A: Well my father grew up in Holly and he was living on the farm, and he told me the
story that when he graduated from high school, the principal lent him a hundred dollars
to go to college, for which he used that hundred and went to college. He played on the
football team and then he graduated from college and after that he went to the Chicago
area. And he went to the University of Rochester, Rochester, New York.

Q: So you followed suit later on then I guess?
A: Yes. As well as my wife and two brothers. (chuckles)
' ; Q: What do you remember of your grandmother?

, A: Well I remember she was a sweet old lady who would make nice raison cookies and
{ walnut cookies and always seemed to have cake around and she loved to play the
§ organ. She'd get up early in the morning and play her organ. She became a Christian
8 Scientist, for whatever that means, other than she had a few falls and this and that and
fl seemingly the religion didn’t say, “Go to a doctor,” and sooner or later she died of her ail-
f ments I guess.

| Q: She had come to live with your father then, or your family here, or where did you know
£ her?

 A: Well she had lived in Pittsford, New York, and from time to time we would go visit her
{ there. My father was a certified public accountant and an associate professor for a while
# at the University of Illinois. Then he came to Chicago and was at La Salle Extension
E University, Then the Depression came and he went out to Springfield, Massachusetts, for
t three years in the 1930’s and then my grandmother died, so we moved to Pittsford and moved
| into her house,

é Q: Now he came to Oak Park directly in Chicago or do you recall?

B A don’t know where he came directly to — but while in the Chicago area he met my
# mother at a church function in Austin, as I recall, next to Oak Park and I think she had
§ been living in Austin at the time.

B Q: Did he receive an accounting degree then at the University of Rochester?

A: No he got that subsequéntly and whether at the University of Illinois I don’t know, and
| then he got the license in Illinois.

] Q. What do you remember most about your father, early age?
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A: Well he was very hard-working, a very nice fellow, not the kind to be rattled or upset

:; or irate and he was — I always knew him as a hard-working man who had trouble making
§ ends meet.

Q: What was his work when you were a young fellow here in Oak Park, do you recall?

§ A: Well I recall one day. I went down on a Saturday with him to his office and went to
B the big city and went out to lunch and saw in his office he had this dictaphone machine. He
fi showed me the book he had written on accounting, cost accounting, which he never got pub-
- lished, he subsequently told me, for which this La Salle Extension University used as a text,
g Dbut it was never published.

Q: Well I'll be darned. His office then was in downtown Chicago was it?

A: At that time yes.

Q: What do you remember about the home there in Oak Park? What are your earliest mem-
ories?

A: Well the earliest memories are — we moved to at least three places within the village
through the early years. I was ten years old I believe, or roughly ten, when we moved out
east to Massachusetts. I remember he and my mother used to be great singers. He was
in the glee club and was a tenor and she was a contralto and they’d go around to affairs
or sometimes have people over and they’d sing their duets. And I remember once unfortun-
ately, I guess is the word, setting fire to my bed when I was reprimanded when we had
friends over and it sort of took aflame and he came up to rescue me out of there and then
called the fire department. (chuckles)

Q: Were you smoking in bed or something?

A: No. Somehow I was playing with matches I guess and the end of the bed -- the mattress
was kind of coming out and I lit it and blew it out. I don’t know why I did this, unless
it was just kind of perverse because I wasn’t being allowed downstairs. And then — and
then I kept doing it and then it would get a little bigger, and do it until it got too big,
I couldn’t blow it out. (laughter)

Q: What was his reaction to something like that? Was he rather severe with you?

A: No, he came in and he burned his hand to get me out and the fire department came and
I heard nothing further about it. It's just one of many thoughts of my father who’s always
considerate and helpful and kind. It doesn’t necessarily speak well of me I suppose, but
I guess it speaks well of him. (laughter)

Q: Now he worked in downtown Chicago. You say you went down that one time to his office.
A: Yes.

Q: Do you remember anything about his work at that time? Were you impressed with any-
thing about .

A: Well being a Saturday, it was just kind of an off-day, but I was impressed by the city
‘cause it might have been my first visit to the city, at least the first impression of it. And
you see the streetcars and listen and the hubbub of the big city and going out to lunch and
kind of a — regard it as a big deal and the dictaphone so he looked like somewhat of an
important executive and so, you know, it's a memory I'll always have.

Q: What about your mother now? What was her name?
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A: Beatrice Margaret., She was a wonaerful, animated, friendly woman.

Q: And what was her maiden name then?

A: Rowland.

Q: Yes and what was her family background? Where did they come from?

A: Well interestingly énough, they I think came from England and somehow were related
to the Monroe family and somebody within the family said, “We're all descendents of Presi-
dent Monroe.”

Q: Well,

A: And whether they were born here or not, I can’t tell you. I'm assuming they were, but
it seems like my grandmother had come from England, but I'm not sure, or lived in England
when she was a little girl.

Q: What do you remember of your grandfather on that side of the family?

A: He died before I was born,

Q: Oh he did also?

A: Yes.

Q: How about your grandmother? Did you get to know her?

A: 1 remember her well and always was friendly. We’d have visits with her and she was
just delightful. She was a tiny little woman and I always was friendly with her.

Q: They had lived in Chicago here then?
A: They had always lived in Oak Park.
Q: Did your mother or father ever say anything about how they met?

A: T think they said they met at this church function, maybe like a young people’s evening,
church evening, Sunday evening social gathering. I think that’s how they met.

Q: Was your father a joiner? Did he belong to many organizations?

A: T don’t think he was much of a joiner? He was a good church man but not much of
a joiner.

Q: What church would this have been?
A: Well let’s see. I assume it was Presbyterian, but I can’t be sure when they met in Austin
whether it was that or Methodist, but I assume that it was Presbyterian because they always
seemed to be Preshyterians,
Q: Let’s see, then you started to school in Oak Park I guéss.

- A: Yes.

\ Q: What are your first memories of school?




A: Well I know a little bit about kindergarten because that was at William Bye which was
close by where we lived. Well the memories generally were happy. I remember one
time . . . oh a couple of times, I guess you remember the bad things. Once I had to put
this thing on my face for talking too much. And another time the teacher slapped me and
I was surprised. (chuckles) That was in second grade.

Q: Do you remember any of the teachers particularly that . . .

A: I think her name was Mrs. Eeeley and I know — I remember a fair amount of the
teachers. Subsequently I went to a Horace Mann school in about four-A or five-B, whatever
it was. I remember deliberately missing on spelling so I wouldn’t get a hundred so the boys
couldn’t call me a sissy. ‘

Q: Oh really? (chuckles) So — let’s see now, you were in what? about the fourth grade
when you left then to go to Massachusetts?

A: 1 left at the end of five-B which — I skipped a half a grade. So it always put me in
an off-track. So I left the summer of 1934 . . . no wait a minute, no, 1931. And then I
went to five-A in Springfield which is a higher level of fifth grade.

Q: That was Springfield, Massachusetts?
A: Yes.
Q: And why was it your father chose to go to Massachusetts?

A: Well he lost his job and one thing and another and found it difficult and he wanted to
stick in his teaching. He was teaching all this while in business school. So he found an
opportunity at the Bay Path Institute in Springfield and he taught there for three
years, And I remember they had a good basketball team and we’d go to the basketball
games.

Q: And what was he teaching at that time?

A: Well, various accounting courses and cost accounting and I think it was statistics maybe
and things like that.

Q: Did you attend any of the classes while he was teaching?

A: No. As I say we had this kinship to the basketball team and also to the baseball team
and occasionally went to a play they put on. It was quite an active institute at the time.

Q: How about the transfer to Massachusetts for you? Was that a very traumatic experi-
ence? ' :

A: Well it was slightly because they had an excellent, you know, Little League, in the ten-to-
twelve league. I was twelve at the time and I was captain of the team. And we were just
going to play in Austin for the state championship and if we won then we would go to the
Polo Grounds for the national championship. So I didn’t like it because of that. And to
this day, I still don’t know how they came out. (laughter)

Q: Well. Were you pretty good then in basketball?
A: Well at that time I was pretty good in baseball. 1 was little — well pretty good in

basketball too, but I was little. In a way it accentuated the baseball thing part because,
you know, they'd say, “Man, was your father a big leaguer?” and things like that because



















































































































































































































































































































































































































