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Preface 

This manuscript is  the  product of a tape  recorded interview conducted by 
Sara Moore f o r  the  Oral History Off ice  i n  November 1984. Linda Jett 
t ranscr ibed the  tapes  and Ms.  Moore ed i t ed  the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r .  Rawlings, born i n  Petersburg, I l l i n o i s ,  is  a r e t i r e d  cabinetmaker. 
He discusses  h i s  job experiences i n  Cal i fornia  with the  r a i l r o a d  company 
and working on the  A-bomb during World War 11. H e  descr ibes  h i s  family 
l i f e  and h i s  various jobs. 

Sara Moore, r a i sed  i n  Petersburg, I l l i n o i s ,  spent  twenty-five years  i n  
Chicago, I l l i n o i s ,  a s  a s o c i a l  worker, teacher,  humane o f f i c e r  and para legal .  
She spent  some years  abroad studying and teaching a r t  and thea t re .  She 
returned t o  Petersburg due t o  family needs and is  completing he r  MA i n  
Public History a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty.  

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty i s  not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed there in ;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  &ole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Office,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Universi ty,  Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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E. E. Rawlings, October 1984, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Sara Moore, In te rv iewer .  

Q: Okay. We begin. We are record ing  now and I w i l l  be asking  you a few 
ques t ions  i n  regard  t o  your background and your f e e l i n g s  about your l$Ee 
and times. The f i r s t  t h ing  I ' d  l i k e  t o  go over with you is  exac t ly  *ere 
you were born. 

A: Exactly. 

Q: Exactly. 

A: I was born on t h e  W i l m s  p l ace  about t h r e e  mi les  e a s t  of Pe tersburg ,  
I l l i n o i s .  There 's  no longer  a landmark the re ,  a l l  t h e  bui ld ings  are 
gone. The shed t h a t  formerly w a s  t h e r e  a few yea r s  ago, St's even gone. 
So t h e r e ' s  no h i s t o r y  about  much where I w a s  born. 

Q: That would be Menard County, wouldn't i t? 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: All r i g h t .  Now t e l l  m e ,  what do you remember about  your parents?  
L e t ' s  t ake  your mom first. A s  a c h i l d  I ' m  speaking now. 

A: Well, she  was a b ig  easy-going type of person. I guess we'd say and 
she was put upon very  much by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have very  much t o  
do wi th  and she  worked hard and she  d id  a l l  t h e  washing. I can remember 
back when I used t o  he lp  h e r  with t h e  washing, wi th  t h e  o ld  hand powered 
washing machine. she'd have me t o  he lp  her .  Maybe she 'd  say,  "Jus t  $0 

i t  50 l i c k s  and I ' l l  l e t  you go." That was before  we  had any e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
of course.  And I d id  t h a t  and she  d id  a l l  t h e  housework, and a l l  t he  
cooking, a l l  t h e  baking of t h e  bread t h a t  we used s o  much o f ,  and t h e  
laundry and the  r e p a i r  work t h a t  she had t o  do on the  c lo th ing .  And a l l .  
t h a t .  Dad worked hard,  he w a s  a farmer. H e  d i d n ' t  get much out  of what 
he d id  because he wasn't  a happy person. He w a s  kind of like myself. He 
wasn't  very  outgoing. 

Q: But you say your mother r e a l l y  was t h e  core  of t he  family? 

A:   hat's r i g h t .  

Q: She was more outgoing than your f a t h e r  by f a r ?  

A: Oh, much. Much more. 



Q: Now, you had two brothers ,  i s  t h a t  correc t?  

A: That 's r i g h t .  One of them died i n  the  f l u e  epidmeic. I n  1928. It 
was and on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n ight  t h a t  he passed away I remember . . . 
(crying) 

Q: Would you l i k e  f o r  me t o  s top  it j u s t  a minute? 

A: ( ind ica tes  no) 

Q: That ' s  okay. These th ings  r e a l l y  do upset  us  sometimes, don't  they. 

A: You bow,  t h e r e ' s  t h a t  old saw t h a t  they have about the  dogs ahowling 
when death approaches. That p a r t i c u l a r  night t h e r e  was a dog t h a t  came 
i n  our f r o n t  yard and howled, and I ran  him out  and he came back th ree  
times. (crying) 

Q: It wasn't a dog t h a t  you knew? 

A: ( ind ica tes  no) 

Q: I have knowledge of the  f a c t ,  and t h i s  may too be painful  f o r  you, 
but your brother ,  h i s  medication, some way i t  was mixed up, is  t h a t  
c l ea r?  

A: That 's the  same brother  I ' m  t a lk ing  about, yes. The doctor who 
wasn't t he  very bes t  the re  was, he took a so-called c u l t u r e  a s  I understand. 
I remember i t  and i t  was supposed t o  go t o  Urbana and the  pos ta l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
got  i t  mixed up somehow o r  o ther .  Whatever means they used t o  send t h e i r  
information by, they s e n t  i t  t o  Havana and i t  came back f i n a l l y  a f t e r  the  
death and t h a t  was . . . It would have been f u t i l e  anyway, I guess, 
because of the  f a c t  of the  c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  We had r e l a t i v e  t o  h i s  
sickness. It was worse than the  f l u  and i t  got i n t o  h i s  lungs t o  such an 
extent  t h a t  he j u s t  wouldn't have probably survived anyhow. Even tho gh 
the  mistake was made. P 

Q: Was i t  d ip the r i a?  ! 

A: Yes, I th ink so.  

Q: There i s  another p iece  of information t h a t  I have. Something about 
your mother, t o  change her  dress .  

A: I don' t  recall that. 

Q:  This was in my notes. To say t h a t  she had on a d ress  t h a t  he d i s l iked .  

A: No, t h a t ' s  beyond my remembrance. 

Q: I see. A l l  r i g h t .  That would have been what--how old was your 
brother  when he died? 

A: He'd been one year a t  school,  I th ink he'd been pas t  six. 
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Q: And you had another brother .  

A: H e  was nine years  younger than I and he suddely developed a lump on 
the  back of h i s  neck and i t  got out  of hand before i t  got t o  be diagqosed 
as cancerous. And so he ended up i n  Chicago before he l o s t  h i s  l i f e .  
They did research on him, he was, I can ' t  remember how old he w a s  when he 
went, but  he was nine  years  younger than I. And I don' t  r e c a l l  how long 
ago t h a t  was t h a t  he died. 

Q: Well, I have it here  t h a t  it  was 1968. 

A: That could be. 

Q: And t h a t  was of cancer, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: That 's  r i g h t .  

Q :  Gett ing back t o  when you were a ch i ld ,  how do you remember your l i f e ?  

A: Well, I remember one time i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  when I went t o  school which 
wasn't f a r  away. A t  t h a t  t i m e  we l ived  i n  Sangamon County near  Loami. 
We l ived  i n  a g r e a t  b ig  house and we were tenants  f o r  some people by the  
name of Shepard and anyway, I was very r e luc tan t  t o  go t o  school because 
I was scared. It was a country school,  of course, and although i t  wasn't 
over a mile away I went under duress and a s  I can r e c a l l  I came home 
during t h a t  day because it was too much f o r  me. So I f i n a l l y  got  organized 
enough t h a t  I went back and I guess I was i n  the  f i r s t  grade the re  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  but anyhow I went back t o  t h a t  school. 

I remember one time in p a r t i c u l a r ,  I c a r r i e d  my lunch every day, and one 
t i m e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  some smart-aleck kid got  hold of a b ig  old wolly wrm 
type of c a t e r p i l l a r  and put i t  i n  my sandwich and I b i t  i n t o  i t ,  of 
course, before I knew it. That wasn't very pleasant .  1'11 never fo rge t  
the  trial, i t  was f o r  me t o  t r y  t o  g e t  the  b r i s t l e s ,  b r i s t l y  h a i r  out  of 
my mouth. But I remember another t i m e  when we had the  end of school and 
they had a p icn ic  out  on the  lawn i n  the  e a r l y  f a l l  o r  spring ra the r .  I 
don' t  remember how old I was, but they had food the re  and I remember my 
mother t e l l i n g  m e  t o  use my handkerchief. I misunderstood what she meant 
by use my handkerchief and I dumped some of my food i n  my handkerchief 
(1aughs)and used i t  a s  a p la te .  How asinine I was.  hat's the  reason 
I'm so green now I guess. One of the  reasons. I d i d n ' t  ca tch  on quick. 

Q: W e l l ,  maybe i t  j u s t  wasn't c l ea r .  You seem t o  remember th ings  t h a t  
have a tendancy t o  put yourself down. 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  normal, I guess. For me. I never was very opt imis t ic .  
My wife was the  opt imis t  i n  my l i f e  and I was the  pessimist .  She overcame 
a l o t  of my pessimism by her  optimism. 

Q: You made a good p a i r  then? 

A: Yes! 



Q: Gett ing back t o  what your f a t h e r  did. You s a i d  he worked as a farmer? 

A: Y e s ,  he was a farmer, and he worked hard a t  it. 

Q: Did he a t  one t i m e  have a grocery s t o r e ?  

A: Well, now. In  l a t e r  years  a f t e r  we were off t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  farm 
and we had moved c lose  t o  Loami with some people by the  name of McGredy, 
I mean the  owner was McGredy and he l ived i n  Chathem, the  owner d id .  
Anyhow, we l ived  in t h i s  palce i n  an old house and he l iked  Dad's work a s  
a tenant  s o  well ,  he vo lun ta r i ly  b u i l t  a new house and i t  was b u i l t  i n  
f r o n t  of the  o ld  house and my brother  t h a t  died with cancer was born 
there .  

Q: And where was t h i s  now? 

A: That was near Glenarm and I can ' t  remember t h a t  exact ly ,  I should say 
Loami I think. By the  way L o a d  got i t s  name by the  f a c t  of an individual  
who had some property the re  burn down. H e  l o s t  i t  a l l  and h i s  expression 
was "Low am 1" and t h a t ' s  how the  town got i ts  name. That 's the  t r u t h .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?   hat's a very i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t .  A l l  r i g h t ,  now d id  
you have, did your parents  have b ig  fami l ies?  Ei ther  your mother o r  your 
f a the r?  

A: My mother. Y e s ,  both of them did.  But my f a t h e r  came from an environment 
t h a t  was kind of backward and h i s  f a t h e r  drank considerably due t o  the 
f a c t  t h a t  h i s  mother was prone t o  r i d e  him considerably everytime he got 
i n  h i s  l iquor  and he went and got some more. But he had a wonderful 
reputa t ion  a s  being a good farmer and an honest person. He a c t u a l l y  
could go t o  the  bank and borrow money. (crying) 

Q: Now t h a t  would be your grandfather Rawlings? 

A: ( ind ica tes  yes) 

Q: All r i g h t ,  now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you about t h e  Rawlings. Were they in 
t h i s  p a r t  of the  country? Did you g e t  t o  see  many of them? 

A: There were very few Rawlings i n  t h i s  p a r t  of the  country. They 
o r i g i n a l l y ,  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  came from the  eas te rn  s t a t e s  somewhere, 
maybe i n  the  Carolinas somewhere. There i s  supposed t o  have been three  
brothers  and only one of them came t h i s  way as I get  i t .  

Q: That would be your grandfather  Rawlings? 

A: That would be Grandfather Nate Rawlings t h a t  was so  given t o  venting 
h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  with l iquor .  

Q: I see, and then your mother's r e l a t i v e s .  Were they more jov ia l?  

A: Oh, yes, very, but qu i t e  primit ive.  And there  was a b ig  family OF 
them. Only two boys, but seve ra l  g i r l s .  



Q: Explain pr imi t ive  t o  me. 

A: They made do with a l o t  of things t h a t  a l o t  of people d i d n ' t  seem t o  
come read i ly  by. 

Q: They d idn ' t  have a l o t  of mater ia l  things? 

A: They d i d n ' t  have mater ia l  th ings ,  but they had enough t o  e a t  I guess. 
And my grandfather  was q u i t e  famous, t h a t  was Grandfather Elmore, my 
mother's f a the r .  H e  was qu i t e  famous f o r  giving people advice. They had 
a saying going i n  the  neighborhood t h a t  people would come t o  him f o r  
advice and then go home and do t o  s u i t e  themselves. Which was, I guess, 
t rue .  He was a kind of p a t r i c i a n  type apparent fellow. Stuped very 
much, with a Van Dyke beard and white mustache. Ta l l .  He died bl ind.  

Q: I guess you take  a f t e r  t h a t  p a r t  of the family with your t a l l n e s s  and 
your white h a i r .  

A: That could be very well.  

Q: Was your f a t h e r  a b ig  person? 

A: No, he was very,  very average. I wouldn't say he was big,  no, he was 
actually a small person f o r  the  energy t h a t  he had. He  had t h e  r epu ta t ion  
of being a very strong man f o r  h i s  s i ze .  

Q :  Did your f a t h e r  have a s t roke  some place along the  way o r  h e a r t  
a t t ack?  

A: Y e s ,  when w e  were l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  l a s t  place t h a t  belonged t o  the  
McGredy's i n  Chatham, he went out  one morning t o  do h i s  chores and he 
came back in  the  house l a t e r  and he couldn' t  t a l k .  So he had suffered  a 
mild s t roke .  But he was given t o  being a l i t t l e  b i t ,  should I say, 
uncertain about himself and he advised h i s  landlord t h a t  he couldn't  keep 
the  place and keep i t  going the  next year.  I n  a few days, he got  back 
h i s  voice and he was normal. It was j u s t  a mild s t roke  he had had. But 
he went then t o  the  landlord and the  landlord had already rented the  
p lace  t o  another . . . somebody else because i t  was a very popular piece 
of property and i n  a good loca t ion  and w e l l  kept up. 

Q: How old was your f a t h e r  then, do you remember? 

A: I don' t  remember how old he might have been. 

Q: How old  were you? 

A: I would say t h a t  I had s t a r t e d  school,  probably had been i n  the  s i x t h  
grade maybe, no l a t e r  than t h a t .  

Q: So what happened t o  your f a t h e r  then? Where did he go from there?  

A: He went from the re  t o  Tice. Tice is  on the  black top between Athens 
and Petersburg now, and bought a l i t t l e  four ac re  p lace  t h a t  had a g 
s t o r e  on it and he opened the  grocery s t o r e  and being a poor busines 
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he p r a c t i c a l l y  gave away what he had the re  a t  t h a t  grocery s t o r e .  me 
reason he went t o  Tice was because my mother's fo lks  l ived  nearby and 
they thought being popular with the  family, they might make a succesg out  
of the  s t o r e .  This old place was known as t h e  Hart ly place i n  Tice. The 
house is  a t i l l  s tanding,  but the  building is long s ince  gone. 

Q: Okay. Getting back t o  your upbringing, your r e l a t ionsh ip  with your 
f a t h e r  and mother, do you have any r i t u a l s  t h a t  you can remember? You 
how,  Bible study . . . 
A: No. Not i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  Dad was very c lose  mouthed and he d i d n ' t  
have much t o  o f f e r .  H e  was a good parent ,  but he d i d n ' t  have much i n  the  
way of expressing himself.  H e  wasn't much i n  the  way of what you would 
c a l l  a wann outgoing person. But my mother, on the  contrary,  was t h e  
reverse  of tha t .  

Q: She made up f o r  this l ack  i n  him. 

A: Yes, seems Like she did.  

Q: A l l  r i g h t ,  t e l l  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  about the  surviving brother ,  a s  a 
chi ld .  What was your r e l a t ionsh ip  with him, do you remember? 

A: Well, of course, him being nine years  younger, he was j u s t  i n  school 
when I l e f t  Petersburg, and I was i n  the  company of a childhood f r i end  
and we decided we would go out  t o  Iowa t o  the  wheat harvest  t o  a c e r t a i n  
member who was expecting us. 

Q: I want t o  s top  you the re  and go back. How old were you when you l e f t  
Petersburg? 

A: Eighteen. 

Q: Had you f in ished high school yet? 

A: No, I had only gone th ree  years  and I was discouraged with i t .  I 
wasn't a student .  

Q: 1 see. 

A: I was more given t o  make some money f o r  myself and ge t  out  with them. 
With people. 

Q: You wanted t o  ge t  out  of Petersburg? Too small? 

A: Oh, not  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  but t h a t  I j u s t  seemed like I wasn't 
g e t t i n g  anywhere, I wanted t o  be out  where the  ac t ion  was. 

Q: I see. Now, go on with the  s t o r y  about going t o  Iowa. That sounds 
i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A: Well, we got out  the re  and i t  turned out  t h a t  the  harves t  d i d n ' t  
amount t o  anything and i n  the  meantime I joined my cousin who l ived 
Bedford, Iowa whose name was J e r r y  Gunson and he was one of my 
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sisters--He was a son. So we went t o  t h i s  a rea  and I f i n a l l y  ended vp on 
a da i ry  farm i n  Mitchell ,  South Dakota. And I could not  s t a y  because 
they had a r t e s i a n  water and i t  a f fec ted  my stomach so  t h a t  I could not 
keep i t  down. The environment was a l l  r i g h t ,  but I couldn' t  cu t  i t  with 
tha t .  He was disgusted with m e  because I d i d n ' t  s t a y  and he was ab le  t o  
survive i t .  

Q: That was your f r i end?  

A: That was J e r r y  Gunson, my cousin. He went back t o  Iowa separa te ly  
from me. I went on from the re  awhile and f i n a l l y  ended up coming back t o  
Petersburg. Home. 

Q: How old were you then? 

A: I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  p a r t  of it. 

Q: How many years were you gone? 

A: I wasn't away a matter of years ,  i t  was j u s t  months. 

Q: All r i g h t ,  d id  you leave home another time--somethin 
ra i l roads?  

.g about t h e  

A: Oh yes. But t h i s  time--I got  out  of school--1 got  a  new s u i t  of 
overa l l s ,  jacket  and o v e r a l l s ,  and put them on over my good s u i t .  And a 
boyhood f r i end  of mine by the  name of Watkins and I l e f t  Petersburg t o  go 
t o  the  harvest  i n  the  s t a t e  of Washington. 

Q: Do you want t o  s top  the re  a minute? ( tape  stopped) 

Q: Okay, you were t a lk ing  about going t o  the  harvest  i n  the s t a t e  of 
Washington? 

A: Yes, but we hadn't  a c t u a l l y  an t i c ipa ted  going t o  Washington i t s e l f  i n  
the  harves t ,  but i t  happened i n  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  we were, we had stopped i n  
the  s t a t e  of Iowa and worked on aome kind of a  cons t ruct ion  p ro jec t  and 
w e  got a few d o l l a r s  ahead and we decided we'd go w e s t  from the re  so we 
used what w e  used t o  c a l l  the  side-door Pullman, which i s  a box car .  

Q: Now these were two d i f f e r e n t  t r i p s ?  

A: Yes. And anyway, we went on l i k e  t h a t  and we went on and on and on 
and we went by the  way of Minneapolis and S t .  Paul and I can remember, it 
was summertime, how cold I got  i n  Minneapolis because of the  wind off of 
the  lake. 

Q: Can we go--I'm very i n t e r e s t e d  about these  box cars .  T e l l  us  j u s t  
exact ly  what happened a s  you went out  of Petersburg. Were you on foot?  
Did you get  on the  r a i l r o a d  cars?  J u s t  kind of give me a n a r r a t i v e  about 
t h a t .  

A: Well, a c t u a l l y  no, we d i d n ' t  go out  of Petersburg, i n  the  box c a r s ,  
That came much l a t e r .  I can ' t  r e c o l l e c t  exact ly  how we d id  g e t  out  of 
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Petersburg.  A s  I can g e t  i t ,  as near  as I can,  1 would say we had sQme 
f a r e  t o  go t o  a c e r t a i n  p lace  and a f t e r  we go t  t h e r e ,  what I mean by , f a r e  
i s  t h e  money t o  buy our  t i c k e t s  t o  go t o  a c e r t a i n  a r e a ,  probably i n  
Iowa. And so  a f t e r  whatever we were doing out  t h e r e  got  done we s a i d ,  I 
s a i d  or he d i d ,  "Let 's  go on out  west and see how th ings  look," and so we 
did.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  we were s leeping  out  and working on t h i s  p r o j e c t  
where we f i n a l l y  made a l i t t l e  money and so  we l e f t  t h e r e  and went on by 
the  way of t h e  so-cal led side-door Pullman, t h a t  and r i d i n g  t h e  b l inds  on 
passenger t r a i n s .  The b l i n d s  no longer  e x i s t  i n  t h e  present  type of 
passenger t r a i n .  It was a ledge  about  e i g h t  inches wide where you could 
si t  o r  s tand  between t h e  coaches i n  t h e  doorway, so  t o  speak, of t h e  
coach. And we made out  l i k e  t h a t  till we got  up i n  Montana and on through 
t h e r e  and we got  i n t o  S e a t t l e  and we were r i d i n g  on t h e  b l i n d s  s tanding  
up on t h i s  ledge i n  f r o n t  of t h i s  passenger t r a i n  c a r  and went through 
t h e  b ig  tunnel  ou t  of El lensburg,  Washington. And the  steam from t h e  
l o c o m t i v e  came down on us  as we s tood t h e r e  and made us  very,  very  warm 
and then  when we go t  ou t  of t h e  tunnel ,  which w a s  two miles long a s  I 
remember i t ,  through t h e  Cascade Mountains i t  is ,  and probably s t i l l  
e x i s t s ,  bu t  anyway we l i k e  t o  f roze .  F i n a l l y  we ended up i n  S e a t t l e  and 
we s tayed  t h e r e  a day o r  two. Went on down t h e  west coas t  on t h e  Southern 
P a c i f i c .  The Southern P a c i f i c  Rai l road runs from S e a t t l e  t o  New Orleans. 
And they a l s o  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h i s  was later, t h a t  I worked on t h e i r  paddle 
wheel steamboats,  t h e  De l t a  King and t h e  De l t a  Queen i n  Sacramento. - 
Q: You worked on those  your se l f ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What d id  you do? 

A: I worked on them as a machinis t  I remember. Repair work. They had a 
f r anch i se ,  whereby, they went down t h e  American River. One went down t o  
San Francisco t h i s  evening a t  s i x  o 'c lock with passengers  aboard and 
d inner  and t h e  whole th ing  and t h e  o t h e r  one came up from San Francisco 
and they passed i n  t h e  n igh t ,  and when we got  up t h e  next  morning, we 
were t i e d  up t o  one of t h e  s l i p s  i n  San Francisco. 

Q: Let's go back. I ' d  like t o  a s k  you where you learned  t h e  mach in i s t ' s  
t rade .  Now how d id  t h a t  come about? 

A: Well, when I f i n a l l y  ended up and we got  out  of Othe l lo ,  Washington 
where the--I don ' t  remember now t h e  d a t e ,  but  i t  was on t h e  . . . i n  J u l y  
1940 maybe. ( n a r r a t o r  is confused, d a t e  is  too  e a r l y )  1 ' m  no t  sure .  
I ' m  a l i t t l e  vague on t h a t .  But anyway, t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t r i k e  came i n t o  
a f f e c t  and i t  i s o l a t e d  us i n  a l i t t l e  one horse  town i n  t he  wheat country 
of Washington. And t h e  l i t t l e  o ld  town had a butcher  shop and a grocery 
s t o r e  where everybody go t  t h e i r  . . . ranch hands came and f i l l e d  t h e i r  
wants from blankets  t o  g roce r i e s .  And so  a t  t h i s  butcher  shop, we made 
acquaintance wi th  t h e  butcher  and we were l i v i n g  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  o ld  stockyard 
where they loaded c a t t l e ,  t h i s  f r i e n d  of mine and I, and i t  was known by 
the  butcher  t h a t  we were looking f o r  work and we would do odd jobs f o r  
him and he i n  t u r n  would g ive  us  something t h a t  was e d i b l e  and we would 
cook i t  a t  t h e  p l ace  where we l i v e d  and we s l e p t  a t  n ight t ime i n  a boxcar 
a t  t h a t  same place .  






















































































































































