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COURTESY OF PAUL J. RANDOLPH

ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1945-1977.




. Preface

This oral history of Paul J. Randolph’s service in the Illinois General Assembly is a product
of the Illinois Legislative Council’s General Assembly Oral History Program. The oral his-
tory technique adds a distinctive dimension to the council’s statutory responsibility for per-
forming research and collecting information concerning the government of the state.

Paul J. Randolph was born on a farm near Chestnut, Illinois, on September 5, 1905. After
elementary sehool education in a nearby one-room schoolhouse, he attended high school in
Lincoln, Illinois. His college years were spent first at Millikin University and then at the
University of Illinois. The summers of these years were spent in Chicago where he worked
for the Chicago Trust Company. This led to his permanent move to that city. Some three
years after college, the opportunity presented for the handling of Sinclair Refining Company
sales in downtown Chicago. He took advantage of this opportunity and continued at that
job for the next forty-two years.

In 1933, Mr. Randolph began his active career in politics as a Republican precinct captain
in Chicago’s Forty-second Ward. His experience in politics grew and in 1944 he decided to
run for a seat in the Illinois house of representatives. He was successful and continued to
be 80, holding the seat for thirty-two years.

Mzr. Randolph’s major legislative achievements were in the fields of transportation, education
and municipal affairs. His memoir focuses on such subjects but also touches on many other
fields. Of particular interest are his accounts of legislative actions pertaining to mass
transportation, the founding of the University of Illinois Chicago Circle Campus and to the
Northeastern Illinois Metropolitan Area Local Governmental Services Commission which fhe
proposed and chaired. '

Mr. Randolph retired from the legislature in 1977, but he stayed in politics, continuing jto
work for the Republican party as a ward committeeman and as a state central committée-
man.

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that it is a transeript of the spokgn
word. Its informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourafe
candor and to tap the narrator’s memory. However, persons interested in listening to the
tapes should understand that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat
from the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded
as a primary historical source, as no effort was made to correct or challenge the
narrator. Neither the Illinois Legislative Council nor Sangamon State University is respon-
sible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for
the reader to judge.




The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner between the winter of
1980 and the winter of 1982. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 near Waggoner, a small farm-
service community in central Illinois. At age 18 he enlisted for military service in World
War II and, as a U. 8. Air Force commissioned officer, continued to serve until 1973. Upon
leaving service, he resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history at
Sangamon State University in 1975. His association with the Sangamon State University
Oral History dates from 1976.

Betty Lewis transcribed the tapes. After the transcriptions were edited by Mr. Waggoner
and reviewed by Mr. Randolph, Julie Allen prepared the typescript. Florence Hardin com-
piled the index entries. Bernadette Emery and James Skufca developed the programming
for the computerized sorting and typesetting used in finalizing the index. The Chicago Tri-
bune provided valuable assistance in the research effort.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole

or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi-
nois Legislative Council, Room 107, Stratton Building, Springfield, Iilinois, 62706.
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Paul J. Ra’ndi)lph
SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1

A: T was born on a farm halfway — well two and a half miles north of Chestnut and three
and a half miles south of Beason. Our doctor there, Dr. Kirby, at Chestnut — and that
was our first mail. I remember we had a Chestnut mailbox or Chestnut mail
delivery. Then they changed it to Beason, |

e

What was the date of your birth?

: How do I look?

You look pretty good, sir,

: What year do you guess?

About 1910,

: Sepf.ember 5,1905. -

Oh, I missed it by five years.

: I was seventy-five last September fifth.

e r e r e e

What are your first memories of life on the farm there near Beason?

A: Oh, well we had a good ole horse named Henry Ward Beecher and I used to get a edr
of corn out of the crib and go out to the pasture and show it to Henry and he would comle
up and start mbblmg, then I'd get a bridle on him. And then my mother and I'd go
Chestnut . for groceries, we’d hitch him up and go to Chestnut. Then one day we w
eomlng ont nf Chestnut and he just folded up, old age, right in his tracks.

Q: For gosh sakes.
A: Sothatwasa . .. then . ..
Q: What kind of chores did you have to do around the farm?

A: Oh, well I used to haul water to the threshing crew, hitch the horse up and haul wa
out, and I got fairly good pay at that time for that, you know. And those summer da
were always good interesting days.
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Then 1 remember my mother brought me to Chicago and Marshall Fields and I wanted a
bicycle, so she bought me a bicycle and they sent it home. I was showing that bicycle off
one spring day at the neighbors, and the neighbor said, “How fast can you ride down that
hill?” I said “Oh, I can scoot down there with it.” Well, I didn’t notice down at the end,
and he didn’t either, there was some cattle on one side or the other and there was one barb
of wire stretched across there. I hit that barbed wire right here. (points to body) I went
over and the bike went . . . . I still carry a scar right here.

Q: Oh, is that right?.

A: We had a good union school there. I went to the country school nine years and that
was the last year they had ten years of classes in the country school. Union School Distriet
Number Twelve. They had always had a good teacher and the teacher would vigit the homes
you know. During the winter months she — I think she stayed in Beason or someplace.

Q: Was there one teacher the whole time?

A: One teacher for ten grades. That was something. She’d always come to our house in
the fall or spring, maybe twice a year, for supper you know. I don't know if she stayed all
night or not. But those were fun days.

Q: You hadn’t mentioned your father?

A: He passed away early of a stroke, early.

Q: What was his name?

A: Herman.

Q: And had he been born there in the Lincoln area?

A: Yes, in the Lincoln area. He — this was the old family farm where my mother lived,
where I was born, and where they moved when they were married and everything. And
I had a brother, he was — I was born late I guess, and I had a brother who was ten years
older and a little sister who died when she was three from some kind of a dreadful disease
that they didn’t know how to take care of. She had spinal meningitis or something they
didn’t know about at that time. And then my brother lived to eighty-one. My mother lived
to seventy-four.,

Q: What was your brother’s name?

A: William.

Q: Did he operate the farm then?

A: Yes, he operated the farm, he was the older one. Then when he was in World War [
then we had a car and a garage, and so I use to sneak the car out. I could hardly reach
the pedal and just circle around in front of the garage, just right around the circle. Finally
I just told my mother, “Well, let’s drive to Beason.” She went with me and
everything. That was after the old horse died. /

Q: Do you remember the make of the car?

A: I think it was a Chevy. And I could barely — I had to sort of stand up to reach the
pedals. I was only twelve or thirteen or something there. We got to Beason and back, and
then we drove up there several times. (chuckles)




Did you do any field work when you were young?

No, never. Just hauled water for the threshers.
What kind of farming did your brother do there on the farm? General farming?

: Yes, general farming.

L = L »r o

Did you ev’er help with the milking?

A: He wouldn't allow me in the barn because once I threw a little cat under one of the cow’s
legs that he was milking. The cow kicked the bucket.

Kicked him too, I imagine. (laughter)

o

: He kept me out of there from then on.

How far was the sehool from your home?

: A quarter of a mile north.

And it was a one-room schoolhouse?

: Yes, one room. Union District Number Twelve you said?
That is what was recorded, yes.

: Twelve, that was it.

And what do you remember about activities in the school there?

> e PP L o e P

: Oh, we ~ not too much. We had recess. Always had fun at recess time. Played games
and so on.

Q: Do you remember any of those games particularly?

A: Oh, just a little ball games. Then the boys sort of stuck with themselves. There were
a couple of families where they had a lot of boys.

Q: Did you like_ going to school?

A: Oh, yes.

Q: Did you think the teacher was a good teacher at that time?
A: Well, she — you know that time you don’t worry too much whether she's good or
bad. And what she’s trying to do. And when World War I came my mother and I were
just there alone, and those days were sort of lonesome. And then my brother — when was
it? In 1918 when it was over, or started?
Q: Tt was 1918, it started in 1917 for us.
A: He came back in 1918 then.

Q: Took up farming again then?

A: Yes.




Q: Did he stay with the farm then?

A: Yes, for a while. Until when I was away then the house burnt down and they bought
this house in Lincoln. But then my mother didn’t like it because she was lonesome for the
farm. 1 had given her a collie dog, a couple of them. She missed those. She wanted to
go back to the farm, so she built a house back on the farm. Then when she passed
away . . . I forget the year, way back, why, my brother inherited that. And then I inherit-
ed another. Then we inherited one together and I bought him out there. Then I purchased
some more later up where I had the farm that I inherited, 160 acres, didn’t have a thing
on it, but it had a good spot for building a house and a barn. All it had was a single erib
along the road. And I inherited that and then I purchased eighty acres up there. Then
he didn’t like the — he dressed his farm up and painted it all up and he sold it. Tried
to get him to not sell it, to hold on to it but no — no one would keep it up, a tenant, as
good as he kept it up because he was very very particular.

Q: What do you remember about the old farmhouse, the one that burned?

A: Oh, that was the old typical type, two story — I mean in front two story. Two bedrooms
upstairs. Stairs that went up and two bedrooms there. A bedroom downstairs and a parlor
there. Then a large dining room, which was a living room too. So those were good
days. Fresh vegetables and jellies and jams and chickens and everything.

Q: Did you do much work in the garden?

A: Yes, I liked the garden. We had a grape arbor there. Good grapes and everything. We
had a good orchard, big orchard. '

Q: Apples mostly?

A: Apples, peaches and cherries and a couple of crab apple trees. Crab apple jelly was one
of my favorites, beside grape jelly and peach butter.

Q: Let’s see, you didn’t get to know your father very well then, he died . . .
A: Not too well, no. He died pretty — I was pretty young. -
Q: Was your mother a rather stern person?

A: Oh, she was a good person. And always went to Sunday school and church, dragged me
along to country Harmony Church there. Harmony Methodist Episcopal Church out in the
country. They had a minister and he would visit the members too on a Sunday. Some of
them would always invite him out to a chicken dinner on Sunday you know. See my grand-
father Johnston — my mother’s name was Catherine Johnston. My grandfather Johnston
was called Canada Bill.

Q: Canada Bill?

A: Yes, because he came from Canada. They came from Ireland by way of Canada. See
my father was English, my mother Scotch-Irish. Then they came by way of Canada down
to the United States. Then there were five sisters and several brothers. Aunt May was
a sister at home that never got married and she was always having us over there for Sunday
dinners. :

Q: Where did she live, in Beason or . . .

A: No, right there in the country, the big home that was my — all I remember, my grandfa-
thers, both of them — Shelton Randolph, all I remember he had a beard, and that’s all I





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































