
Preface 

Sheldon was born in upstab Illhis, toak a B.A. a t  Cornell College 
in Itma. While there he absoxbed mch of the pacifist team an3 
went to Uhltm. He was always interest& in m i a l  rsettlemmt wrk and 
graduated frcemUnj.m Sesnjnary after the war in 1947. While in New 
York City he bagan studies for a Mas- bgree in Social Work 
(M.S.W.) a t  the Columbia Uhiversity School of Social Work, cccmplstbg 
this degree at  the Wayne State University School of Social Work in 
Detroit in 1955. His first f u l l - t h  job cut of semkaq  was as 
director of the Social Welfare DepartJrrerrt of the w i t  c5anw=il of -. Frcmn that position he mnred in 1959 to  becaaae the associate 
director of the Federation of Pmtesbk-Welfare Agencies of NYC. 
Then, fmn 1961 to  1966 he sewad as wmcutive of the Social 
Welfare Depahmt  of the National Cauncil of fn NYC. 

W. Rahnls major l i fe  work began when he bemm organizirx~ dean of the 
Faculty of Social Work of Wilfrid Laurier University and then, a* a a Doctor of Social Work (D.S .W. ) Dsgree frolm the university of 
TWmto Faculty of Social Work in 1975, continued as aswciate 
professor of Social Work in Mmhistration, Policy and until 
1984. He beawe professor -itus in that m. He has cathued to 
reside in Waterloo, Ontario vhere Wilfrid Lzlurier pmvides lmth a 
graduate (M.S.W.) and poatqmduate degree (D.S.W.) in social workifor 
this golden triangle of high ted~ industry of Canada. He has 3xqe a 
citizan of Canada and is married t o  &&am. The q l e  has three 
children. He is a m m h r  of rnrmercrus social work organizaticms an8 
set up in the rnid-eightiea bath the Waterlm-Wkllhqtm Era& of the 
United ~ a t i m s  ~ssociat im of Gmda, ard the Mrld &miunity Cexlncil 
of the Regional Waterloo Area. 

C. ~ B r a d l e y h a s ~ a n ~ ~ i a t e ~ e r e n c e ~ f o r ~  
Illinoi~a Ccolference of the United murch of Christ, deployad in the 
C a k a l  Assmiation in Peoria, Illinois, fmm 1980 to the pnresent. 
Dr. Bradley grew up in shaker Bights and Oberlin, Ohio. Since 1952 
he has been an ordained clergyman, f i r s t  jn the m q m g a t i d -  
Christian and thm after the q e r  in the IfniW Ctmxh of 
Christ. We has served chumhes in  New ' ~ a 3 n m z t i c u t .  He 
bids a BaWors degree frat Itnrvard 00% Masters of DivMty 
lhgree &an Won Theological SemF512lry, a Mastas of Sacred Tlmolcgy 
f r a n  Yale Divinity School, iiand a It3octor of Philosophy in Amsrican 
stud;ies f m  New York Uhivasiw. Dr. Bradley is married to Jean ard 
they have four adult Childmn, 



The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It m y  nut be 
rqmdwedinwholeorinprtbyanymeans, eleCtmricorm8chanioal. 
w i t h o u t  permission in d t m g  f m  the O r a l  History Office, Sangmr~n 
State University, Sprhgfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 



Table of Cmhks 

~~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Workhq for Clarence PicWtt  6 

mhfitwl . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . .  . 9  
. . . . . . .  Evesrts Up to Registering for the Draft 11 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Working at  a Settlement Wcruse 14 

-szmmmb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 

. . . . . . . . . .  Metmpolitan mtroit cmnl2i.l of c3vx&ms 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N a t i d  council of Churches 30 

. . . . . . . . . . .  mvw Natianal wil of mUrCElRS 034 

Ideolqid Clash of National Qcluncil of armrches . . . . .  36 

World Fedemlists ................. 39 

ccmmbq . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  44 

varicns Political me6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -pitalist Bmxmcies 52 



Sheldon Rahn, August 6, 1988, Waterloo, Ontario, CaMda. 

Q: Ycru've had a to look at that dmmmit. H ~ J  did you cam to 
thatpsition? I g u e s s t h a t i s ~ f w w l d l i k e t o ~ c ~ l r  
camrersatim. What were the inPl- that bzwght yau mare? 

A: I think there were two major mmons why these men got irrto this 
discussion in 1940. One w a s  that in the prwic~ls year about fif'b19-1 
of us prticipated wery we& in a Social& Party Study Club in the 
Labor F W y  tradition of -tic arocialim. W e  usually mt e l y  
in the mr&q before classes and had an hcrur or so at it. So &wid 
Dell* arrd all of these men W were an that sheet, I think all of 
them participated in that study club. Many of them viere p c i f i h  a t  
that t h e ,  lxt not all* 

Q: Because there was that split jn t h a t  socialist front, wasn't 
there? 
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A: Yes, it is. 

Q: Would that have had scane influence p that? 

A: It would have forms. I dmlt knuw about the others. Oh, forms 
it defhitelv did because we were brr#lrrht rn in this farm mmmmitw in 
110- 111-his, just artside Lanark; 1115his abart fifteen m i l k  
fraan the Mississippi River. On our f m  and in cur of the 
Brethem mxqmgation the great -tion was that we &auld behave 
and as Jesus might have dme in that given situation. 

8: That la rigfit. 

Q: A t  the t h  you went to sernfnary did ycru plan to go into the 
Brethem ministry or y a  didn't ktww what y m  were? 

A: No, yau are right, I did not kncrw. I think it was intellecrtual 
curiasity that taak ms t o  me s d n a r y .  I had a few summer pastozates 

W -st chumh while I was still in college. I had 
enjqed the cmgmptims w i t h  wbich I had h e n  mrkirrg. So it was, 
mr R real o p t h  for at that tb. 

Q: A t  least yau were tenling that way? Eut it waildnlt have 
wfth in theBre themchur&i fymwere t r a ineda tUnim~ I 

wwld it? 



Q: So when you went to e a r h a y ,  vas Harrison Elliutt waae influence? 

A: Very well plrt. 121atts exactly what it was. It grew aut of saw 
of that discussion of Garyclhi and his thinking. 



action was always-very h p r b u k  but it was not a passive approach t o  
the society but a genuine htmmkion kind of an v c h  )xzt w i t h  

8: S a e i n t h a t g r a p v e n t m ~ t h e r e w a r s n o t a n ~ t y o n c e  
~ w a r h a d r e a l l y ~ m a r d p a m p l e ~ c b a r r g ~ ~ i r ~  
~Wheu le r the ry~ t topa r t i c ipa t emncr t ,  s a m o f t h e r a ~ o n  
to apply that m i o l e n t  direct action into areas of l ife,  L i b  
race relatiam d like labor d- and ljke the aoaperative 
mvamts ad civil rights. 

A: wte so. When George HcRlssr organized the an Racial 
Equali ( h e w a s o n e o f t h e i m n t y m e n ) , t h i s w a s a ~  
dm. 1 time kirg at a w- w i t h  wrge 
Hauaer dawn in one of the =them States and we had a black wll- 
w i t h  us. After dinner me wenixlg we said, IWell, let's just test it 
a little bit.I1 The of us a d  go to this restaurant and s e  
what we a m  do. So tlwwe mre very ~ a r l y  l i t t le  tentative 
wloratims inkt the applicatian of that. 

A: No, we m t t  . . . 

Q: It was abvicus, yau knuw, war was in the air, war had s h k d  in 

A: ?hat 161 true. 

Q: can yuu put yc#ulself ba& into that the maugh to think of h m  
W varicu parts of ths news affected that study g m q  in t m m  taf, 

w e l l  for ewmple, the Jewish pdlem? 

A: 1 ~ ' t M W e ~ a w a r e ~ w e I u a e w ~ t J n G e r m a r r y ~  
was a dismiminatim agahst Jews, in mplayment, in social -8. 
Wrt I dm% Mlieve, and I've tried to -1 occasiaaally before, I 
don't believe FFa had arry lalowledge of the Swerity of that. And that 
is a vay sober issue for me ard has been cane of the factors in 
1- rae to quite a different pint of view. 

Q: I think W t t s  true of marry, many W l e .  Wzt  lmkhg back it 
didn't seem to be an issue for you? 

A: Not at that point, not in octobr of 1940. 



A: No, I can't really recall the c- lead to that 
d i s a w i r m .  

A: Oh, at their AExhram wer on 125th skeet. 

Q: No, they built it wer in Newark. 

Q: It did? 
thismeana 

well, let's to& 
-p discipx? 

mle up." Did 

A: Y e s ,  usually only at mealthe m would have same raading of 
wip.ture. It was a light discipline but IAem w a ~  an organizatim to 
the day. A bit of prayer, not too much. 

Q: a'L9tls interesting. The one that you were participatirq in we 
wi* W a l t e r  Jackson and Herb Brautigan, 

were bath in it for a a l e  and I'm sorry I can't quidkly 
who else was involved. 





A: No, it wasn't* It was  separate. 

A: Well it was for a. 

A: Well I foryet emckly, at least four, maybe six. So in the spp:hg 
of the follawbg year we had an h i t a t im frcan the New York city 
mumilof  &lurr=hestoccansduwnarrdforaverymodest:salaxybe~ 
us to staff a Uhited Christian Youth Mcmmmt Mermce  on Staten 
Island. We tcmk it up. We nwed down to Manhattan in an hapnaive 
aparbak in mid+fanhattm 2Lnd again we shared our -, eta 
Arrd WB staffed out this cmfereme for the New York C i t y  wil af 
ChurrSaes. 

A: Ch, it was a or fmr day enrerrt. 

Q: So yau were setthg that up and staffad it. Was it held acmethe 
In my? 

Q: But you -It in classes at all? 

A: No, they had and I think still have a substantial consumr 
axpmtive fadstore there. So I was a clerk, I cut cheese & . . . 

jabs that 




































































































