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Volume I 

These i n t e rv i ews  are a p a r t  of a s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  on 
t h e  h i s t o r y  of r a d i o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  development i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  Illinois. People interviewed inc lude  
r a d i o  announcers, program d i r e c t o r s ,  and s t a t i o n  
managers. The in te rv iewer  was W i l l i a m  Ortrnan. 



Preface 

This nmusmipt is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by 
W i l l i a m  Or- for the Oral History Off ice on February 7, 1973. Rosalyn 
Bone transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the transcript. 

Al Gemnd talks about the early beginnings of radio nationally, the use 
of Springfield radio and the current status of the mdia.  

Readers of the oral history m i x  should bear in  mind that it is a 
transcript of the spokm wxd, and that the i n t e n r i e ~ r ,  narrator 
editor sought to preserve the informal, corrversational style that is 
inherent: in  such historical sources. Sangmn State University is 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the mir , nor for views essed 
therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

Zhe manuscript m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reprodwed in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission in writing f r a n  the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State lhiversity, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



A l  Germand, February 7, 1973, Springfield, Illinois. 

William Orm, I n t e r v i e r .  

A: TAX was started up as a radio station with those original call le t ters ,  
iwdcal ly  enough. Its f i r s t  broadcast m s  on November 12, 1923. 

Q: ?his is TAX? 

A: This is TAX. And that m s  in Streator, I l l inois.  'IZle station w s  
otned and operated by the Williams EIazke Company which w the largest 
hardwe store in that c i ty  at that time. Very little is really lm 
about the early days of TAX. I ' m  just getting, now, into s a w  newsp per 
research based on s- of the Streator newspapers that I've been go' 
thou& in the State Hfstorical Society. The start of this pa r t i a l  

in the W t e d  States. The first radio station vent on the air on a 
regular basis in this cauntry in the n r  of 1920. %re are tm 

$ 
station in Streator m s  very similar t o  the start of many, many stat{ons 

stations that basically claim to share this honor. The first is WGXT , 
hich was in Detroit and amed by The Detriot News, *ich still is the 
daily newspaper there. The secondxation WS=, which ws set up in 
F a t  Pittebwgh, Pennsylvania by the &stinghouse Ccxnpany. %re is a 
big ar&urrrent and a big debate as to who was the first m the air, but 
m 11 just give them both credit,  so R don't go through this argmeqt. 

Q: This was 19201 

A: [In] 1920. The smmr and f a l l  of 1920. Now these lxo stations =re 
canparatively large in size. They operated with a p m m  of 500 
&ich w s  considered extremely pow?rful in those days. And, as 
they enjoyed fa i r ly  wide coverage and listem~ship. Nuw, there m s  
second breed of radio stations that a s  nu& 1-r in w r  and, 
restricted to a much smaller area. Naw these e r e  stations that 
up by city goverxlnents, praninent manufacturing finas, private c 
radio amateurs, investors, and people of that  sort. WTAX ws one 
these stations. It wmt on the ais primarily t o  advertise the 
the station, W i l l i a m  Hardware Canpany, and to prcmte the sale 
receivers, FJhich this hardware store happened t o  sell as a side line. 
The early programing consisted of one hour, nine to  ten o'clock, on 
&nday and k s d a y  evenings. In other wxds, this station was ''on" for 
a grand total of tw harzs per ~ e k .  

Q: Ck! Wnday and Thursday? 

A: Qi Wday and Thursday evenings, 'Ihe power of this station w s  
t m t y  m t t s .  And surprisingly enough, after i ts  first e e k  of oper 
it received reception reports-reports fran listeners as far east as 



Jersey and as fa r  southest  as Texas, which just TnRnt to show what twnty 
watts, in the old days, wmld do. 

Q: New Jersey and Texas. 

A: A s  with a l l  of the early radio stations, dl programling ms liver, 
and, in this case, ws supplied by local talent fran the Streator a r a .  
A characteristic of a l l  early radio stations ws a large roan, not d i k e  
the size of the average type living roan. In one corner might be h&ed 
e of the trananitting equipmt. In another corner, a piano, a la of 
heavy drapes for acoustic shielding, and a microphme. 'Ihe microphorn 
wuld be used by both the piano artist and the staff  announcer. O t k  
mre refined stations had organs and other m i c a 1  i n s t m t s .  But the 
use of recordings on the radio did not crme along unti l  s o m e h t  la ter ,  
when disc recording and playback equipznt was perfected. 

Ycnr =re talking about three l e t te r  calls. Early broadcasting w s  regulated 
by the Department of Camrerce. And the Departmmt of Carmerce had what 
they called their radio bulletins, which they published once a mmth. It 

that the goverrrment printing office churned out. And it 
was, -my basical y, a registration and a registry of a l l  radio stations t$en 
on the air: ship radio stations, police radio stations, and c m r c i a l ,  
and awteur stations. And the f i r s t  ca l l  le t ters  in radio =re generally 
three prefix calls: WJ, WHB, W, KWK. I've mentioned stations that 
are, in fact ,  still in operation: WN, WLS. Later on--we11 no--later 
on, but maybe 1923--of course KDKA has set the precedent for the four 
letter ca l l ,  but they also started issuing four l e t te r  calls  t o  other 
stations: WTAX, WTAB in @incy. There are numrous calls  of th is  sort: 
KPDX. But the three l e t te r  ca l l  is now not in we.  Its use is, in fact ,  
forbidden by a directive of the FCC, [Federal Carmunications CamJission] 
that, unless for historical purposes, you seek t o  use this call--in other 
wrds, if you own a radio station that at one t h  had a three letter 
call. There' s no other my you can get one. So a l l  calls  are now on a 
four letter basis. 

Also, about this time, it m s  decided that all radio s t a t i q s  operat- 
west of the Mississippi River d d  have the K pref ix--and again ther 
are exceptions t o  this, and a l l  stations east of the Mississippi Rive! 
d d  have the W prefix. And of course, w have KYW in Philadelphia, ' 
KDKA in F'ittsburgh, KQV in Pittsburgh, WBAP i n  Fort Wrth, Texas, 
Karzsas City, Missouri. These are exceptions t o  the rule of who is, 
h o w ,  east or west of the Mississippi River. mile ='re talking abopt 
ca l l  letters, I mentioned ICCMO, Kansas City, Mssauwi--mming the l a t i o n  
of it. C a l l  letters have =ant certain things. WLS in Chicsgo uas 
started by Sears Roebuck and Ccmpany, and WLS meant the wxld s largest 
store. W, owned by the Chicago Tribune, meant mrld ' s  greatest newspaper. 
KMX i n  St. U s ,  the K nreant J E r r w h i c h  w s  where the station 
started aut--Kirkwod, a suburb of St. M s - - a n d  the Kl meaning Mi.ssauwi. 

The TAX in W l X ,  returning to  our subject here, according to several 
accuunts I have heard, and I have no confinnation of this, but the T 4  
mzant tacks, meaning that the hardware stare that o m 4  the station s 
carpet tacks, nails, and things like that. Actually, there's no way 
howing unt i l  E get a hold of a p r h r y  source up there as a member 
the station. 



b y .  A s  I pointed out in the history of WBS-WTAX in 1928, started 
sharing tinre w i t h  WCBS in Springfield, 1210 [spot on the AM dial] .  This 
was a f t a  both stations had official ly been licensed by the federal radio 
carmisoion, and they =re regular stations. Also, about this time, WAX 
was authorized to  operate w i t h  a powr of 100 watts, which was an increase 
in its or ig ind  power of twenty watts, Mch at that time, d d  have 
=ant a substantial increase in its operation. 

Q: What year wm this? 

A: I belive it w s  1928. If i t 's  not 1928, it is for certain in 1930 
when the statim mved t o  Springfield. 

Q: mia was only a twnty-f ive mtt statim now, wasn' t i t ?  

A: Naw wai t .  This le t t e r  fran the lawyer in Washingtm says that the 
Federal Radio ksmission granted a change of frequency for the station on 
October 31, 1928, frm its original frequency of 1300 kilocycles t o  1210 
kilocycles, w i t h  50 watts of pier. So apparently the pmer w s  raised 
t o  50 watts at that tine. 

Q: And then they mt t o  100 later? 

A: And then they mt t o  100 mtts in 1930. Also in  1930, the original 
licensee and clwner of the station, W i l l k  Wardware Capany, a p p a r e l y  
los t  interest in the operation, and it was  sold t o  several Springfield 
bushswxlen and, subsequentially, moved dawn here. b c e  in Spxingfidd, 
that statian was established on the top floor of the Abraham Lincoln 
Hote l .  'Ihe ant- was on top of the building-tm toters with a wire 
stretched in bet-, and the studios =re on the top level, the thirteenth 
floor I believe it was. Ihe f i r s t  broadcasting in Spring£ield occurred 
i n  October of 1930. Radio schedules and clippings that I have seen for 
that time indicate that the t b  on the station was sold in blocks t o  
variaus sponsors. For instance, Reif's hrn i tu re  bought a half hour. 
The Bruce Caymy damtmn bought a half hour of the. This was the 
carmon and accepted way that radio advertising WAS sold in the early 
days. It was sold on a program basis, rather than the present concepfz 
&ich is a spot announcewmt basis of thirty and sixty-second messages 
that are sold at a specific rate. Concurrent with our little history of 
WCBS, it TPEIS in  1934, approximately, that WTAX bet- the sole stati at  
1210 on the dia l ,  and thus w s  able t o  inaugurate a full tire schedul i , 
signing on a t  six o'clock in the mmhg and swing off at approximately 
midnight. 

Q: After they nmved down, they w r e  still sharing the frequency? 

A: They =e still ccmpelled t o  share the frequency w i t h  WCBS. In 1934, 
WHX re&imd at 1210. - It was WCBS that m e d  t o  1%20. 

Q: Remairred at 1210? 

A: WNX rems~ined at 1210 on the dial. The switch £ran 1210 t o  1240 
occur in 1941, and I ' 11 explain that shortly. 

Q: W3S. Yet at th is  the . . . 



A: To 1420. It ms a mtual agreemnt that was probably initiated by 
WCVS, because the time sharing ms definitely a detr-tal thing. Nm, 
it was at sum t ime  in the 1930s, and I have no positive date on this, 
but WTAX 11y3ved fram the Abraham Lincoln Hotel at Fourth and Capitol, or 
F i f t h  and Capitol, over t o  the Reisch Building, &ich i s  just south of 
the Myers Building. It's about a nine m ten-story building and has very 
narrow frontage on the street .  The toviews e r e  w e d  t o  the top of the 
k i s c h  Ehildimg, and the studios and offices e r e  placed in the b a s a t .  
An entryway m s  thrwgh a staircase i n  the alley betteen the Myers Building 
and the &is& Building. Powr remained at 100 watts. Also--& date is 
not certain, though I believe it m s  about 1940, bebeen 1940 and 1943, 
and 1 d d  say it muld be more l ike  1943-WTAX b e c e  an affiliate of 
the CBS radio netcmrk, Colunbia Ekoadcasting System, and as such, was 
authorized to bring in the CBS news program that  existed at that t ine .  
This m s  probably a m e  that again [ws] brought about by a canpetitive 
thing, since WCBS had aff i l ia ted w i t h  fAe NBC Blue k t m r k  and was getting 
natsonal programning in. WUX knew that it was advantageaus t o  bring in 
the CBS netwxk, which, at that time, had a very strong reputation in the 
news f ie ld  and still does. 

Let r i ~  go back t o  the day and write th i s  d m .  It's a fa i r ly  important 
day in the history of Anmican broadcasting. March 29, 1941--and this 
m s  h n  the Havana Agreemmt, as in Cuba, becanes operative in broadcasting. 
This w a great big mrving day, so t o  speak, on the radio dial ,  as far 
as frequencies were concerned. me broadcast band m s  extended in size. 
The original AM broadcast band extended £ram 550 to 1500 on the dial.  
bwver, starting this magic day in l a t e  March, 1941, the broadcast band 
was extended to  range from 540 t o  1600, the addition of SUE extra frequencies. 
And on that date, most of the radio stations in the  country rnade minar 
changes in their operating frequency. For example, stations a t  790 rwved 
to 810. A station a t  940 m e d  t o  970. A station at 1210 m d  t o  1240. 
And a station at 1420 w e d  t o  1450. And an this day, Saturday, Wch 
29, 1941, WTAX w e d  t o  its present frequency of 124.0, and WCBS, ncrw 
WCVS, mrved t o  its pzesmt frequency, 1450. 

A: Frcm 1420. lhar made it possible for more stations [ to  broadcast] on 
the air. It was also a North Anrerican agreemnt, i n  its scope, in  th&t 
frequency changes e r e  also made in W c o ,  Canada, and Cuba. This is 
what has been called in later years NARBA, the North American Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement. Of carrse, unfortunately, since 1961, Cuba has 
largely flaunted this agremt ,  and they have chosen their own £re~m.les 
and operating conditions. But this agreement, NARBA set up. It further 
defined the allocation of frequencies and allocated certain clear channels 
to only the United States and certain other clear channels only t o  Mexico 
and Canada. For instance 720, hi& is the frecpency IGN operates on, 
was allocated as an American clear channel, 900 on the dial was allocated 
to Mexico as a Mexican clear channel. And another example, 940 was 
allocated to Canada as a Canadian clear channel, me- that stations in 
other countries, like in the case of 940--a station in this country a 
940--if it operated at night, had t o  afford protection, m.aning it to  
1imi.t its coverage t m d  that station in Canada. W l l ,  I h u w  what 
you're driving at. You get into a very interesting point as t o  why se 
stations wxdd exist as clear channels. For instance, thy wuld a s t ion a 



like KMOX, &ich is not the oldest radio stat ion in St. Louis--there were 
several stations that mt on the air befare KMX--but: diy is I W X  the 
only clear channel in St. Louis, and thus bas the greatest caverage? 

Q: Is that politics? 

A: It really is not poli t ics  as nu& as it is what you might say an 
aggressiveness on the part  of the ownership at the the. For instance, 
in the 1920s and the 19308, d~en radio was in its formative stages, money 
and influence probably did play a great advantage on who got what frequency, 
so that the owners of KMMT, which at that the,  as now, is a CBS netwrk, 
decided in, let's say 1928, as a representative year-decided that they 
wanted this stat ion to  be very popular and very powrhl. 'Ihe tm mt 
hand inhand. So theywmt a h t  trying t o  figure out: themam for 
getting. this clear channel allocation. Another station just as old and 
just as prestigious i n  St. Louis cauld also have done this, but they did 
not elect  t o  do it. So, basically, KMOX got this frequency by default. 
No one else m s  ccmpeting for it. Springfield, I l l inois  could have had a 
50,000 watt clear statian if sanebody here in tam had the in i t ia t ive  and 
the m y  and the interest t o  have gme about looking for it. But, 
nobody did, and thus c l ~  are saddled with three comparatively small stations. 

Clear chamel stations, by and large, are in yaw: major markets, but you 
w i l l  find, in certain cases, you w i l l  find powrful stations in small 
toms. Far instance Schemctady, New York is a t o m  of 80,000 people in 
the northeastern section of New York state,  yet it has a 50,000 m t t  
clear channel station. There are other cities of major size that do not 
have a 50,000 wat t  clear chamel station. For instance, Kansas City, 
Missouri does not have a station that c a r s  the country at length. It's 
just a poli t ical  thing, and a thing that was necessitated by a stati 
economics. 1946 and 1947 -ked very important developrrrental years 
WWX, In 1946, the statim m s  purchased by Oliver J. Keller. Olivm 
Keller was born in Iancaster County, Pennsylvania, and rose very quic$cly 
in the newspaper publishing f ie ld  t o  becane the general of 
Pittsburgh - Post Gazette, the mst praoinent newspaper in  western Penr?sylvania. 

Q: This m s  the Post Gazette? - 
A: 'Ihe Post Gazette. M v e r ,  following the close of World M r  11, 
Oliver ~mr- t o  get out of Pittsburgh, which, at that t ine,  uas a 
very unpleasant place t o  live, I might add. And because he had a l a ~  
been a student of Lincoln lore, he decided to h s t  in the radio station 
that he amed for many years in Springfield, WTAX. 

Q: You say he had owed i t ?  

A: He decided to invest In the station in 1946. So he rmved out wi&  
his f d y  in 1946, and ass& control of WTAX. Shortly thereafter, he 
enbarked on a major improvaaent program which saw t m  major developments. 
The fixst was FM--cmstruction of an EM station-and the second m s  new 
studio and transmitter fac i l i t i es  for his AM station. The FM statioq 
cam first, hand in hand w i t h  the construction of a truilding t o  
Xhe present WNX studio transmitter building and t e r  *re 
at the site they are on nuw for the FM statim. The AM 
downtown for a manber of months, Finally, in  1948, the AM station 








































































































































































