


E l l a n  & Rmin Fmctor, April 10, 1957. 

R: (-in Proctor) We are happy to be here muse we have cme 
into C o l W  to celebrate the semml anni- of our grmdsonfs 
birthday. We are wer at the Zanger hame. Dr. Z q e r  of Ohio S-te 
Univ-ity. I am Ramin Pructor and my w i f e  Ellen is aittirq right 
beside m. say hello mama. 

E: (Ellen F'rocbr) Hello mama. I 
R: So wle are off. We are the proprieto~s of a traveling Marionette 
shawl a shaw. W e  make practically weyythhq we use m the 
shm. We Mid our ckjn Inrppets. Ellen dresses than. W e  write 
am plays. I make the properties, the stages and w. We 
the shm CIUrselves. W e  mrk usually in about --SIX states a 

We have bem in W foreign mtries.  Our work has been very EZmst ~ b e m u s e t ~ l e h a v e a ~ o ~ ~ i e s w e p m s m a s w e g o  
arrJund the country. For instance we are interested in the C i v i l  W a r .  
So we have visited practically al l  the battlefields of the Civil War 
and studied out the tactics for weryWq frrrm what happend, where 
they went after the battle, and so forth, the effects of the battle. 
Wehavebeeninterep , ted inbFjautyspotsa l lup~~th .eoaun 
we interested in espec iay  the Indian. m c i  m%ve 
follcrwed their trails as we have to go around to mah a living. me 
of the t h i q s  that has interested us mst has been the rivers. You 
h a w  the very nares of the rivers are almst poetry, Like the 
-ula, the Coosa, .the Tallapoocsa, the Tallahatxhie, the Yalobusha 
and the Yazoo.  
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short of m j i ,  clear dcrwn to it into the cplf. We've 
gone dcxm as fa r  as the mads go ard welve crossed wer ~t rrmy, many 
places on  bridge^ and ferries. So the river has been very inportant 
to us. We've enjayed it very much and we have bean able to see scme 
of the older vessels that are t ied up, for htance the shawboat at 
St. rxruiS and the tcrw330at at  Vickaburg, and vm have been privileged to 
go aboetrd these boats arrd visit w i t h  the pople who used to run t k m ,  
Of ccrurse wim the ahck1330atf w e  lu-18~ the ahuwbat before it was tied 
up, when it was m the rivers. It used to ccarre up the Illinois and we 
u s e d t o g o c r v e r t Q ~ a n d s e e t h e a h r = r w s .  m w e w e r e  
fortunate WmwM scwe of the mlier people cm the &&mats. 

Q: Which shadmat is that? 

R: That is the Goldenrod. Lester Lake who lived in  slnd around 
C i n c h t i  becaarre a very well kmwn magician under the name of 
Mhmello but Lester in his yaclnger days was a professional 
photosrapherarrdhequit~ptrytodomagic, ardtheonlyjabhe 
could get w2ls playing leadhq man on a shcrwboat. So he went on 
shcxdmat to do magic but he had to play a 1- man to get t o  do 
magic between acts. You knm the old &uwbats, nearly -one 
doubled, not m l y  did they have a softshoe dame or cauld sing a 
but they frqmkly,played m hdmmmt. N c r w ~ h m  the showboats 
wmld cane in, for over in Illinois, ~rropt of than wwld ve 

w a s  a steam ~lran.~' So it saerns that the steam calliope has been 

+ cdlliopes in the old days. A man namd Ray Wissier, Crazy Ray 
Umissier fmm P ~ i l l e ,  1llhis was a calliclpe player. W e  had 
an v i e m e  a few years ago, we v k i W  a circus w i n t e r  qmrhs and 
t h e y ~ ~ ~ t o ~ u p m o l d c a l l i a p e ~ I s a i d t o ~ s m ~ o  
w a s  workhq on it, "Do y c ~ z  knm Ray C3missier?l1 He said, %h, yes, he 

mpemedd by electric things but these old n m  held things in 
s u c h a n ~ a n d ~ ,  ~~RayUmissierwasasteamrrrzul. W e l l t h e  
t hhg  Wt re mainly w i a  Ray Choissier, he had l i t t l e  
mde, little business W ad it said on than, ~tR&hds have seen 
him, Wxwrds ham heard him and millions nmx w i l l .  'I (c2mc;kl.e~) 
Wch arraxsed me no eM. And they'd play .the calliape before the 
& m t h  to atlxact attention. They'd be tied up at  the lwee, play 
thecwlliope; thenthebandwuuldccanecrutandsemmadeMlethe 
peaplewwuldbuytheJy.tickets. T h m t h e ~ ~ d g o i n ~ p a r t o f  
themwmldgoinardpartaf tbmwmldbeccaasanordhestm. Y o u  
would see p h  player suddenly chddq cnrt of the p i t  and go- 
up and playing a part an the s h g e  as a - player. The plays 
~ t w ~ ~ I ~ ~ f l D f : t h e o l d s t a n d a w d m e l o d r a m a s b P l t  
more of ths- m c m t  t h h p .  But h t w m m  a& theywrxlLd have 
different spcialt ies where these pecple would do their tricks, 
includhg my fr- Lester dohq his magic. 

nwel Shcrwboat, she wanted sclrrw firs- information for l&l cotor. 
So she w m b  to the -t and ask permission to join on for a week 



book was published and becarnrj a huge success old Captain Menke of the 
sh-t nzmbmd that he had received such a telegram. So he digs 
it out of the drawer, f- it and was hanging when I saw the boat 
last, it was wing m thewall, the letter fram E;dna F-. She 
didn't get  to see but still he was shamin emugh to tiwploit that. 

The next boat Wt hpmssd me very greatly was the Sp~cjue which was  
the greatest, I'll  say was the largest -t on the r1m, the 
biggest eves hilt. * tow st0 itmvedrrtore, what shall 
1 say, cargo than any=fi in init ?A history. a 
bargresIbelierveof c o a l ~ ~ d w n t h e C h i o ~ t h e  
Mississ irspibyWanetabat .  Itwa~1atrmmdasthingandthe 
01dboat thenla~belongedtoStandardOil .  T h e S S ~ O i l w a s  
usad m the river but ll~lkl it seems a tendMcy is for d l e r  tckJ330ats, 
diesels and &ler tanls becaus@ of the locks and so f&. The 
Sprague wzls given to the city of Vic.bbury ard is ncrw used as a yacht 
club, You can go aboard for a very ncdml fee. So a rnrmber of years 
ago, Mimi Zanger  here before ahe was Mrs Zanger and Ellen and I were 
in Vicksburg. So while Ellen was w o r w ,  Mimi and I tent  down .to the 
river just to l w k  at  the Spracjue. We didn't lmuw about 
going on it. We 1- later that you could go on by paying a smll 
fee. But a l e  we were looking an old pilot named Captain Portwood 
came up and he says, %mk at her, look at her, biggest gddanm 
on tk river, isn't ste h u t i m ,  isn't s k  lovely. - Z$ you.If So he took each of us, he took her wrist ard my wrist and 
l i t b r l y  dragged us, he w a s  like the ancisnrt mariner to us, he dra$ged 
u s ~ a n d t h s r e w a ~ i a m a n m b o a r d t o ~ l u s a t i & t b u t n o t ~ e  
captain. The captain, that was his right as a pilot to ccrme M, 
and we vnxe his friends and he told thePn so. ''And I'm brhqing my 
f r i d a b o a r d ,  m y g u e s h l 1  SothethingthatiAmwuawmand 
surpri&edusverymuchhetunzedtoussuddenlyandsaid, WhatIsyyour 
name?I1 he had panraed us off as his friends. So he wouldn't l e t  
us pay, but I did sneak away frcan h i m  later and paid the man our 
adnnssicm. I didn't- to freeload on the boat, Then two or three 
of the old crew of the boat that had been working before it was tied 
up they ware still a d  they - acting as guides. But the old 
Capkin Portwoad wmldnlt let us pay mything and he vmld taks us 
f r c m m e p a r t o f t h e b a t u p t o t h e ~ .  Uptothepiluthouse, dawn 
to the erxqine roam, an3 he TnllJUld *lain to us, d always identify 
hinrself WLIA i t ,  of course, because he had bean a p i l e  E m  marry years 
a n d ~ s o ~ f ~ p i c t u r e s o f h i r a E 3 e l f t h a t ~ h a n g ~ i n ~ ~  
he had piloted ths boat which w a ~ i  practl.&ly cmemd w i t h  cottm 
bales. Apac)cetthiRtwassoloadeddckJnmtycru&dbarelye* 
boat for a ccrttosl bales an it. H e  was a very profane old man, but 
it w a ~ s  the Qpe of pmfani that was so original and so natural with 
h h ~  that it doesn't Eiaund %a 1 profanity. While we were the 
boat was a sidetrack of a railroad mar3q an3 a train carrw 
c h u g g ~ b y a n d M i m l . a m X I ~ t u m w d ~ 1 o o k a t ~ t r a i n ~ h e  
gmtbd her by the a m  and &pnzn her ammd and said, lQcmtt look at 
that gcddamn train, look at this boat, look a t  this boat, you can 
always see a g&dmm train, but not this boat." He tmk us all ov$r 
the thhg 2md &wed us. He was a hacible, fiery, very old qran. 
But he was the last of the old rim pilots that I ewx saw. (paw) 
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R: W e  live in Springfield, 1llbis h t  we're seldcan thare. Our 
children are ncrw gram. Our older bay is in New York, and editor m 

Publications and he is go* to  NYU Law School. H i s  wife has 
a Masters in  -logy and she has been offered, they are t hhkhg  of 
go- up ta Clark University, to work on her doctorate, So they may 
go up there and then he will enter Hammrd Law School. He w i l l  
transfer fran NYU. Our semrd boy is at Washhpn U. working on his 
doctorate in Erqlish. Of  caurse our baby Mjmi 1s hem, wife of Dr 
Z- a t  Qhio State University. I will get it right this th. So 
crur children are all gme, they are al l  married arad fluwn the coop. 
So we m this harrre which acts as headqmrbrs. It has a f u l l  
basermerrt and a full attic ard  they're l i t terly f u l l .  W e  have, I 
believe, the best library of puppet books in the ccruntry. Have an 
agenthBrussele, IhavemeinFaris ,  a k l t w o i n ~ t o b u y ~  
for us. So we have been able to pi& up nearly 
beelmitten on pupp2ts. It is nut Complete 
thanarryuthercoLlectionIkrYclw. Thmwehaveaverylarge 
collectim of puppets f m  all  aver the mrld. Shadaw p q p t s  fran 
Chha ,  and Java and Bali, S h ,  and Graece. Rrxlnd pqpets £ramwell 
just al l  crver the world. Hand and rwuld puppets and SIX- 
w, rrmrionettes. So that is our hare base d aur mailing 
&dress. Our  mail always reaches us m matter we go becaw/ it 
goes thme and it is forwarded to us. 

lh trwvelhq we work wim mqeri~r people. We are ~ e r y  forbmate in  
working w i t h  nice people. Mcst of aur spnsors are aolleges, art 
muse~tlrrs, children's theatre group, and WE wrk with group~i  that try 
to make rfmq for EKnae reason. such as the m o r  Laagrze w i l l  
~ ~ p ~ n s ~ r w f m a p r o j & o r ~ o f t h a t w r t ; t h e y a r e  
called 6e~~1c-e clubs or civic clubs, They are usually the sams 
e l ~ a r s a J e t n i o r T 1 F 4 a q L b e U d b e W i n a d l e r c i ~ y a u ~  
have Junior Leagues. So we work with nioe people. Whatl we go in we 
have to take in a cc~llp1et.e stage. W e  erect our stage on their stage 
in their auditorium. We have htm in sare very very in-ting 
places to erect cur little stage which I w i l l  tell yau later. Our 
stage consists of a bridge an which we stand. A 1- platform for 
t h e w .  W e h w e ~ t o h i d e u s f r c l m t h e a u d i e n o e ~ t h e n  
thew=enery, thsba&kq~, hideussoweworkoverthemandcan 
manipulate cglr pppts in thelr crwn setting. W e  mab their properties 
for them, paint all their m. W e  have a rail going araund three 
sides vduw w e  hamg the and we can mch out and get a puppet 
vdmwer rn want it ad then we have a place t o  pt it when we are 
thmqh w i t h  it. Which is a problem with a s t r h g  m t  which had 
frwmnins to  4Nenty-five to thirty strings. Scam of than Elre very 
aoaplicated so you don't just t h m w  t h e m  in a corner; yar have to hang 
t h a n  up rather carefully so ycru can use then again. Wlth cffzr variety 
acts PB have a banjo player, mmmr, an opera singer, a piarm player. 
Piano play for pal33 was called m n  w a y s  hut s h  Libexace has 
becam vrsry farms for especially yc#mger people when we'd brhq the 
~ a r t m ~ ~ g e a n d ~ ~ d s a y L i b e r a o e s o w r ; h a d t o  
c3'langehisname. WecalledhimLibarItchie. Changadhismdmp, 

his face r a m ,  so he n m  loaks more like a caria~txrre of 
Libera-. W e  have circus acts, marry cixu,~~ acts doing all sorts of 
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Same of the places we have played that are ram interesting, WB had 
been to Camille, Lmisiana where everyme in crur audience had 
leprosy. We played at the Houston Respiratory Center enrary one 
of the audience had m sarrw form of h lutq. We played for Sister 
Kameys Institute. W e  played for nrany mental hcepitals where enreryone 
was rlmtally sick which to me is the mwt aepre~f~ing place because 
wen sick children are still happy. But W people are the 
forgotten peaple. W e  played, ah we played in a lady's bedroam 
We set up aur stage once on a stage made of baled hay. W& set up "&r 
stage cll~ce on a semi-trailer truck. We used the side door as our 
p ~ u m a r d w o r k e d t h e s h w i n t h a t .  Sowehavebeeninsomev~ 
interesting places. If ycru would be h b m s t c d  E l l e n  euld I w i l l  txy, 
although this is nat esy, we'll try to do a some for you. The 
- ~ t i t b L ~ i s t h a t t h e ~ t b e a a n e F , p a r t o f y a u .  
W h e n y a u a r e g i v i n g a ~ s h m i d e r r t l f y ~ f w i t h ~ ~ t  
a n 8 t w h a s l y c r u a r e ~ k i n g y o u ~ t e s o w i t h t h e p p p a t ~ t t o t r y  
to do a scene withcrxt i t ,  I do not knuw if that is possible. Let's 
start w i t h  wed Ridhq Hood where Wm little d q  tries to warn her of 
thewlf. L#t us take just befarehe tells her, bhen shs askrs, "DO 
Yau -1 The little dog is rumhg a r m a l  the stage 
1istening,=and he finally gDea miff ,  d f f ,  miff. 

E: (EUen as W Riding Hood) What's the matter, Tamy Twhr, do 
y c x l d l -  

R: (-in as the dcg) Woof, m f .  

R: Yes, woof, woof. 

E: You  MU it scsmdsd just exactly l ike he mid, mlf, wolf. 

R: Yea, yes, wolf, wolf, wolf. 

E: Qh I hm, you wmt to play a game? 

R: No, no, no, wolf, wolf, w l f ,  run, run, run. 



E: Wolf, wolf, wolf, nm, run, run. Ah, 'Itmny Tucker, m on, 
daft have the toplay m y  garms, we have to hurry. 

R: Ah, good afbmwn. 

E: Oh, ycru frigheraedme. 

R: Ah, hcrw are you today? 

E: 1% ramy sir lxt I ain't talk to yuu because my lrrother said for 
menut to talk to anybody that I saw in the forest. 

E: You look fridywknyauwagyourtail like that. I amgoirvgto 
speak to ycru, Mr. Wolf. Hcrw do yau do, Mr. Wolf. 

R: Ah, herw do yau do? 

E: Mr. Wolf, ycm )acrw xy little dog W n q  !hchr is friendly too whm 
b w a g l s h i n s t a i l .  

E: Oh, what's the matter? 

R: Ah, wery tirrre I get  hot or exlzited my fleas bother me. 

E: Do you have fleas, Mr. Wolf. Do you h a w  what, Mr. Wolf? Once my 
little dcg Tcnmry Tucker had fleas and you knuw w h a t  nry mcrther did? 
Shegavehimabath. 

R: A hth, I drmlt lib baths. 

E: But baths are good for you, m. Wolf. 
R: What do you have in this big basket? 

R: Ah and 1% hmgy. 

E: CXI but you can't have any of the Wings in my basket, Nr. Wolf. 
No sir, becaw 1% taking this ba&ket to my granZbrras hmse. 

E: Qh no, my grandma is not fat. But, Mr. Wolf, yau know what? I 
be- my is the nicest in the whole world. 

R: Yes? 

E: Yes, 1- at my cape, do you like it? 


















