
Claire was born Felmuary 12, 1926 in LiWrEield, Illinois. 
She merved to Illi~lis, Illitlois -0 In him -1 and has spmt 
.the of her life there. She a her hu&xmi farm sarth of 
Illiapolis oa land that was part of the S~y311 Ordnanoe Plant. Her 
f a ~ w a s e n p l c y e d a s a m i n i s t e r a n d a s a ~ o f  f i r s ta id  
training at W plant. Mm. Pritd&t ms employed as a mrker at 
Sarqanm ordmnce and related her v- there in this interview. 

~ o f ~ c m d h b t m y n m m i r ~ d b e a r i n m f r r d t b a t i t i s a  
transffipt of the s@en md, and mt the intewiewer, narrator and 
editor saagM to the informal, -tianal style that is 
-in-hiEitoricaLsaurces. ~ S t a t e u n i v e r s i t y i s n o t  
resp-sible for a factual ammeicy of ths nmmir, nor for views 
~ ~ i n ; t h e s e - r r r e f O r ~ r e a d s r t o j ~ .  



Claire Pritdaett, Janwqy 4, 1990. 

Q: carld y m  tell us a little bit  abart yaxself, Claire? 



Q:  id ycru e m r  hem of yrrur father talk of arry specific acciderrts 
thatyerucouldtellmeabcnxt? 

A: Iwwldsaytheywereverymch-. A t l e a s t i n t h e m  
~ I a L w a y s w r k e d t h e y m r e v e r y ~ a b a u t t h e p e c r p l e ~ s  
safety. I l a c r w t h a t ~ I w a s ~ ~ ~ r k ~ i n t h a t ~ ,  atthat 
p a r t i c u l a r t h z t h a t ~ h a d a m a n ~ t w m i l d ~ s t a h e w a s ~  
t o ~ w e r y t h i r r g . t h a t c a m a s a v e r f r r r m ~ ~ ~ t o m y ~ ~  
wfhenh-'twatismt-nrebeca-itddcaaaem 



Q:  id they have a lot of -18 to m r ~  through to inspact and viw 
the lines? I 

Q: The at plank, WEEI q f- pecple that 
cam art to the plank that ycru lum~ of? 

Q:  id have any daycare facilities for wrkhq motkrers at W 
plant? 

A: I believe they did, but l h  I said, I was just in high school anl 
I didn't pay tm mu& a t ten t in  to like that at that particular 
th. But I'm sure that did because of things that I have heard 
a r d  haw read m y .  Yau knm is scane of the inf~ra~ation 
thatmhanreinpaperform.Ulatwhanreseenshcrcrlerdifferesltpeoples 
~ ~ b e i r r g c a r e d f a r , y a u k n o w , ~ ~ ~ ~ .  Butthem 
w e r e ~ a n d ~ a n d s u & a s t b a t i n t h e ~ i t a l ~ .  
TherewwresevwaldwtcmandmmestoMeaireofpecplethatm 
ill~~gothurtmthelinesorjustberromeill.  Alrltheyhada 
hcepital azt w. 



Claire Pritdaett: 4 

Q: Were y m  in the Illicpolis area at the time the plarrt was 
ammmal or did you arrive after? 

Q: Did get sam feel- abart h m  people felt, faxrem for 
ex~ l l lp le thathadlcs te land?  DoyauhaveanyexperipxlrpntO 
relate a b u t  that? 



Claire pritdnstt 5 

basically fran what I -, it was bacause Wt it is rich - in the Illiapolis m. It was rich farming gmurd and 
popla hated to give .their h a m ,  I raean were upnrooted and t& 
farrnersarwrathe111 "P qpl isama,  ~ i ~ l y t h e ~ a n A ~ a n $  
s a r U ~  of Ill icplis was .the oms that - affect&. 

Q: W&m any of the buildings or harm usad for arrything the plant 
might do, like headquartera or any thhg  lib that? 

Q: were these krried mhqs rn this site? 

A: Ihepec lp le tha t i twasamLlnd ths i rhaane ,wmt i tmi t  
cameupforsalefjnally. Xhowit~agoodtfrFe3.rtyyears 
afbmmde that it me up if you usnted to lxly it p rmld bid 
m i t .  Andtheydofarmitnrrwwsrtheompart icularama.  

Q: Was l3xk * gratnd or farm fields? 



A: QI l h ,  yes. 

Q: what abcRlt mhcxity grarps, them rryvrv blaeb that wofw at 
the 

A: Y e s ,  quite a few. 



A: Yes, I really do* 

Q: What kfi?d of j- did the mes who didn't work on the line have? 

A: ah =re or less the janitorial type- 

Q: - there any w h i t e  janitors? 

A: I CQUldn't say. Yau 1- you're d y  in cpve spot. When yau go in 
ycru're rn me l h  ard that's it, ycru aft go arryplaoe ellse. When we 
-inofabmhadtogolrrtoaroand@mcrur-ls 
and that's what m mkd in, thy li ' wmmlls. M a  
lotofthanhadthestdltad~because~dn~tloxrrrwhatyou 
~ g o i r v g ~ r u n i n t o .  NQWtherew3uldbesupewisimbywhite 
b e c a u s e I ~ ~ w l . l i t s l a d y ~ t ~ c n r e r t h a t ~ ,  sot0 
m, of-yaugrYtyarr~*. 

Q: Did ycru clack in at that p l a e  also? 

A: Ncrt to q 3umwl-, I don't gver mrmilm? be- searched. O f  
c o u m e y c r u C Q U l d n v t ~ i t  intobeginwith. Mhemmdressedwaa 
mtwherewlewentcut. TmeanyrruCCIUldn~ttaksyrxlr~ ,  yauM 
yaur 1- aIXI you &dnft t a b  arrythingwith yau. 

a ~ t y p e o f t h i r u g . t h a t w w l d c a n r s d c k ~ n c e n i t a x r d i t w a s  
her fout .that d d  mwks it ccm danm on har hand. She held it 



Q: aOycrureal lythMri twasbyddgnthat  
v m r m  to krmv all tk different faceb of 
was Wt just the wWkrsl sa£ety aspect of it? 

Q: What kind of salary wmi ycru paid? 

Q: D i d  yam f d y  livle in Illiapolis then, in .tam? 

Q: What effect did the plant have an W t a m  tbnt ycru saw in the 
or - years that ycu atere - ycu to illiapolis? 



C l a i r e  P r i W  

Q: Sam of W m e  peqple may have k e n  eerrplcryaas of a aempanieg that 
r a n t h e O r d n a n o e P l a n t d o y c r u ~  
















