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PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  the product of tape recorded intendews conducted ' 
by Patrick B m i s  fo r  the Oral History Office d h g  the Fal l  Sems- 
t e r  of 1976. M r .  Burris transcribed the tape and edited the tran- 
script .  

Jams Price was born in Bridgeport, I l lhds ,  on June 26, 1911. A s  a 
child of seven he began helping h i s  father and grandfather with the family 
dairy business. He attended Franklin School, a one room country school 
near h i s  ham. As a rnember of an agi3cultural family, he learned early, 
the art of plowing with horses, butchering h o p ,  and threshing with steam 
engines. 

. In  1932, a f t e r  graduation from high school, he went t o  work f o r  the o 
( l a t e r  Marathon) O i l  Company as a roustabout, and payltlcipated in  t h  p oil 
"boom" of southeastern I l l inois .  His career i n  the o i l f ie lds  spans 'the 
developmnt of the industry i n  t h i s  area, f r o m  the early days of home 
and manpower t o  the evolution of the advanced d r i l l ing  techniques and 
methods of the present. 

Nr. Price experienced the severity of pre-union working conditions and 
w a s  involved i n  the organization and developrent of the Bridgepmt local. 
In addition, he has remained a life-long farmer. 

Readers of the o ra l  history mmir should bear in mind that it i s  a 'man- 
scr ip t  of the spoken word, and that  the interviewer, narrator and editor  
s o w t  t o  preserve the informal conversational s ty le  that  is inherent i n  
such his tor ica l  sources. Sanganan State University is not responsible fo r  
the factual accuracy of the mmir, nor fo r  the vLews e x p ~ s s e d  t h e ~ i n ;  
these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The m u s c A p t  may be read, quoted and ci ted freely.  It may not be re- 
produced in whole o r  i n  part by any mans, electronic o r  mchanical, with- 
out permjssion i n  vwiting f m t h e  Oral History Office, Sangamon State 
University, Sprinmeld, I l l ino i s ,  6270 8: 



J n s  N. Price, October 17, 1976, Bridgeport, I l l inois .  
Patrick Bur r i s ,  Interviewer. 

A. I Uved on the farm where ny grandmother had always lived a l l  of 
her life. 

Q. Where was tha t  a t?  

A. That's the old home place. Their farm was there where CharTey Hobbs 
l ives,  and we lived there--that s when they run the dairy. In 1917, 1918 
is when they had that awful big snow. The snow got four o r  f ive  feet 
deep. That's when we was apeddling milk, ahauling mllk in to  Bridgeport 
and peddlhg it at the stores and the houses. I went along with Dad and 
would help deliver the milk when I w a s  seven years old. 1918 is when 
they had that  a w k i l  big snow. Tnatrs when it w a s  piled up clear  over 
the fences. Had that  snow, then it sleeted on top of it, and a l o t  of 
places you could ice skate for four miles, right across the fields, right 
over the fences and a l l .  

Q. How old would you have been about then? 

A. I was born In  1911, that  would have made me seven years old. 

Q. And yowl dad owned the dairy? 

A. Yes, Dad owned the dairy then. And then I had Harry and Chuck, they 
was-like I would be where Jordy is now, then Raymond and C a r l ,  see? There 
would have been that  much difference, and that's the way the same thing 
was then. 

Q. So you would have been f ive o r  s i x  yeaxs . . . 
A. Seven years. Born i n  1911, t h i s  was 1918. 

Q. Right, but I mean you were-how mamy years younger than your brothers 
were you? 

A. Well, Chuck was seven years older than me and Harry was two years 
older than Chuck, and then k l o e  was two years older than Harry. There 
was f ive children, and Lenabelle was the youngest. But i n  1918 when that 
big snow was, it was so deep, and they had no way t o  clear the mads, only 
just  a l l  the people that  lived along the mad just get together. It took 
them two days t o  get the mad cleared before we could get t o  Bridgeport, 
fowl miles and a half. 

Q. So you couldn't take any milk? 
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A. That first day Dad took off that  mrning with the milk, he didnf t  
get halfmy. He was gone s i x  hours and didn't get two mile, he got back 
home. The &lk at tha t  time w a s  i n  quart glass bott les  and just a l i t t l e  
pasteboard cap went on top. The milk had fmze, and as it f'roze it ex- 
panded, and it corn up, r i@t  up through the top of the--pushed the cap 
off and it was that  high abow the bott le ,  see? !Ihe rdlk w a s  al l  froze 
and had pushed up there. 

Q. About three o r  four inches? 

A. Yes. But myway, the mn w a s  two days getting the road cleared t o  
Bridgeport and then t h i n g  got back t o  normal. 

But where we went out i n  the country t o  school, we  had two miles t o  walk 
t o  school. And the corntry school where w e  went was just a one-room school, 
one teacher, and they didn't teach every pya& every yem, see. If you 
star ted i n  on an odd year--like they'd iteach the first grade and th i rd  
maybe fifth and seventh and eighth along that-a-way, see. If you got 
s tar ted  Zn the wrong year, you e i ther  had t o  be back a year o r  go ahead a 
yeax. 

A. Lenabelle would have s tar ted  the next year, see. I went a l i t t l e  i n  
1918 and then when they had t h i s  awful bad weather, course I didn't go. 
But then me and knabe l l e  s tar ted  the same year then, the next year, see. 
Then w e  went through grade school and high school together i n  the same 
year. 

Q. You stayed together all thm@ school? 

A. Yes. There was Dean Simm and Beulah Vandament d m  there and Lena- 
belle  and m. We a11 four went t o  the first grade together and then from 
there c l e m  through the last day of hi@ school, together, graduated the 
same time. 

Q. And you weren't necessarily the same age? It was because you . . . 
A. Yes, w e l l ,  &an and me and Beulah was-our b i r t h d a ~ s  w a s  i n  the sam 
year, see, but then Lenabelle ' s w a s  about, would have been, oh, a l i t t l e  
over a year behind, see. But she star ted then because i f  she hadn't pf, 
she'd of waited anather year, which would of put her by herself.  And/ i n  
the school, there was just, lfke I say, one teacher, and maybe there )uould 
be one o r  two, well, usually two grades they didn't teach that  year. See, 
theyfd alternate f'rom one yew  t o  the next. You'd ei ther  have to--if1 som- 
body moved i n  the d i s t r i c t  and had a child i n  the f i f t h  pade or  s ixth 
p a d e  or so forth [which] they didn' t teach, they had t o  go ahead or back 
t o  f inish that  year, and then s t a r t  over again. 

Q. How did the teacher operate in class? Were .you sepm&ed or . . . 
A. Well, no, just  one big room and you a l l  se t  there, and then up i n  
front of the man, they had just long seats  l ike  they would have i n  church, 
see, and that  one class would go up i n  front and that  would be your class 
at that tim arld you would rec i te  o r  have your lesson, see. Then you 
would go back t o  your seat and another class would go up. But fo r  one 
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teacher t o  teach ybm reading and wrLting and arithmetic and history and 
biology a l l  in the same day t o  all grades, see, you couldn't get through 
it. 

Q. It would take a long tim wouldn ' t~ i t?  

A. Yes, so they just had so many grades each year and tha t ' s  the way the 
school w a s  run, and we went t o  school seven months. That's all the grade 
we had, was seven mnths out of the year. By that  t k  when you were 
seven o r  eight yeam old, why, you--we'd have t o  get up at four o'clock i n  
the rnornLng i n  order t o  get the work done. We diked a l l  them cows by 
hand, see. 

Q. I wanted t o  ask you, what was a typical day l ike? 

A. We'd start a t  four otclock i n  the mrming. You had t o  get a l l  your 
feeding done, and you milked those cows by hand. We kept from twelve t o  
f i f teen  because you see, you had t o  have one hundred quarts of m i l k  t o  
take t o  town and your cows, would be dried up a l i t t l e  while som of 
them, different tirnes, before they had a ca l f .  

Q. So you had t o  have extra ones? 

A. Then you had t o  have extra cows in order t o  maintain your level of 
one hundred quarts of milk a day. You'd milk them and then like I said 
yesterday, you'd have to, i n  the summertime especially-ave3.l iLn the win- 
tertlrne even too, you'd have t o  pour that m i l k  i n  that  cooler and l e t  the 
animal heat get out of it, cool it some before you could put it i n  your 
bot t le  and cap it, see. But i n  the swwnertime that  took a l i t t l e  t h ~  
because you had t o  put that; milk i n  there and then pour your water mund 
there. You had t o  go pwnp y o u  water and camy it, and pour it i n  there, 
and l e t  that  cool a while, see. Then i n  the sml?tW we had t o  make 
two t r i p s  a day t o  tm. 

&. Could you explain again how the cooler worked? 

A. Well, it w a s  just  l ike  th i s  would be one part  of your cooler, see. 
Yout d pow your milk i n  here. Then this out here, i f  t h i s  had another 
jacket up here t h i s  hi& see, the same hei&th as your mlllk, then you1 
poured your water around here, see? I 

Q. So it 's kind of like a double boiler? 

A. Just like a double boiler,  yes. You'd go t o  the w e l l  and pump buc- 
kets of water and camy and pow it i n  here and then that  took the animal 
heat out of your milk enough that you could bot t le  it and then have t o  
hurry t o  town w i t h  it, see. 

But i n  1919 Ihd bought his Erst Model T Towing car, a brand new one. It 
cost $385. But before tha t ,  and then afterwards too, there would just be 
a short t im of the year you could drive that  t o  town and back. You bad 
t o  drive that  horse and buggy, what they called a buckboard. Now this 
thing didn't even have a top on it o r  anything, it was just like a buggy 



only i n  the back it had a place bu i l t  simila~ t o  a pick-up truck. Just 
a bed bu i l t  on there, where you hauled your milk. You hooked two horses 
t o  it. But you had t o  go regardless of haw cold o r  what was a-going on 
see. You had t o  go just the same. 

Q. So when did you start working at the dairy? 

A. Well, l ike  I say,  when I was seven years old, why, I ' d  go with Dad. 
In the wintert im, I M e  one t r i p ,  and helped when he got i n  town. He 
would put so much in  each store, then you just  drove up and down the 
s t ree t  where your customrs w a s ,  see, and one of w would take each side 
of the s t ree t  and take the milk bot t le  out of the b u @ ~  and take it t o  the 
house and s e t  it d m .  You'd set down a fill one, pick up an empty. And 
then i n  the sumnertime, why, of course, you had t o  make two t r ips .  

But then of course, as you got older, why you had a l o t  more work t o  do. 
You'd bum three stoves. It took two heating stoves t o  heat the house, 
and your cook stove, you burnt wood in a l l  the tlm. I was the youngest, 
that  was rr~y job every evening, soon as I got how from school, was t o  
camy in  enough t o  run you through the &&t. You'd burn a l o t  of wood 
mil bedtlm, which, eight or eight-thlrt;y, everybody would be i n  bed. 
Tnen you had t o  bank yowl stove so you'd have fire i n  the mmdng. Then 
your cookstove, you had t o  build a fire every mming because the f i re-  
boxes was made different,  see. There wasn't enougt? firebox i n  them t o  
hold f i r e .  Every morning you'd have t o  kindle a fire i n  it. m a t ' s  the 
first thing, probably, Dad would do when he got up, would be start a fire 
i n  the cook stove and get a fire b u i l t  and get it hot enough t o  cook on. 

We'd have twelve t o  fif'teen head of horses, and the cows and a bunch of 
hogs t o  take care of and you'd get up at four o'clock and you'd get a l l  
that done before you ever a te  breadfast. You'd get your milk in that 
cooler concern see, and it set i n  there un t i l  after you a te  breakfast and 
then you'd get out there and bot t le  your mLZk and p t  ready t o  go t o  tm. 
But that went on till, w e l l ,  I don't know. I don't rernerrber exactly how 
long, you know, I can remerrber 1917 and 1918 real well on account of 
helping depver  m L l k  and the big snow and that  s lee t  and skating acrms 
the fields, but I don't remerrber how long before that  they'd been sewing. 
milk. Probably *om around 1906 and 1907 when the o i l  boom star%ed 
A l o t  of people moved i n  and that  I s  when a l o t  of people l ike  the fo %=. 
star ted hauling milk t o  town and, in  the surnnertim, a l o t  of vegetables 
and whatever you raised, you could haul t o  town and s e l l  part  of it, you 
how. 

Q A lo t  of new people cane t o  town? 

A. A l o t  of people corn t o  town , . . 
Q. Because of the oi lf ields? 

A. On account of the o i l f ie ld .  There w a s  a l l  kind of shacks and tents  
and, the way they explained it, people l iving i n  everything, all  over town 
see, anything they could stay in. 

Well, it was the same thing in--of course t h i s  is going way on up then, 



In  1937 and 1938, when they had that  big boom i n  Salem. I w a s  over 
there working i n  it. Leonard Gray and me was a-workin@; together and we 
s lept  for two weeks, every night, i n  a man's brooder house! That's the 
only place we could get a bed t o  sleep i n  see, there was so many people 
coming i n  there and they wasn't prepared t o ~ t a k e  care of them. It would 
just be l ike  i f ,  well, a couple thousand people come in to  Bridgeport in ,  
say, th t r ty  days t k .  There wouldn't be enough restawlants fo r  them t o  
eat  out of o r  e n o m  room or anything see. Course now, you could go each 
way for th i r ty  or  forty f i l e s  and still  drive t o  work, but then you couldn't. 

Q. Even thou@ you had the car then, was the horse s t i l l  the & form 
of transportation? 

A. Well, in  1919? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Oh yes, because you didn't have any roads, see. Maybe three o r  four 
mnths through the smrtirne you could drive your car, and then the rest 
of the t h ,  the most of the time, it s e t  i n  the shed, jacked-up, because 
you didn't have any anti-freeze and you had t o  have water i n  T t  . 
We went ahead up tha t  way [living at the home place and operating the 
dairy] up till 1921 when my mthe r  died. Af'ter my mother died, Chloe 
and H a r r y ,  the oldest boy and oldest girl, they was both planning on get- 
t ing  married at tha t  time, see, so they went ahead and got m i e d  and 
tha t ' s  when Dad overhauled the old homestead where Grandma and Grandpa 
lived. A t  that  t im that  was s t i l l  just two room and mostly just the old 
log two moms, and sti l l  had a f l ~ p l a c e  in it. He had the carpentem go 
i n  there and they built two room on downstairs, and two room upstairs, 
and bui l t  a kitchen and backporch. Tnen, Dad and Chuck and Lenabelle 
and me, moved fn with Grandpa and G r a n d m a .  And that  made s ix  of us. That 
made s i x  of us. Well, then a f t e r  tha t ,  Dad sold, o r  they did, Dad and 
Granddad, sold the dairy route t o  a man lived south of us by the nam? of 
Slemnjns , only we kept the cows and we s t i l l  done all that  miUdng and we 
sold that  man just  whole milk see, i n  cans, un t i l  he got t o  where he got 
enough cows t o  bot t le  everything he needed t o  deliver. And then they got 
what you call a cream separator. 

Q. S1emi.m did? 

A. No, we did, got a cream separator. That was an ou t f i t  where you had 
a bunch of machinery here, with a crank on it, and then in the top you 
had a great big  bowl where you poured your m i l k ,  and your milk went down 
through that  and you cranked t h i s  crank at a c e r t d n  speed and your skim 
milk would corn out one spout and your cream out the other. What they 
called a cream separator o r  milk separator, rather. Well then, we went 
ahead and milked a l l  those cows and kept them for  a long th~,  and done 
that  along with the famning, but a t  the same t i r r ~ ,  why, Dad went t o  work 
fo r  the B i g  4 O i l  Company. H e  went t o  work i n  the o i l  f ie ld .  

Q. What year would that have been? 

A. Well, 1921. 
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Q. S t i l l  in 1921. 

A. Yes. For m the r  died i n  February and then not long a f t e r  that  he 
went t o  work and we mved then, that  sam year, and . . . 
Q* Your dads I-mE was? 

A. Leavitt. And he was the only child. He  didnlt  have any brcrthers o r  
s i s ters .  

Q. Was he the f i r s t  one i n  your family t o  work i n  the o i l  business? 

A. Yes, yes, yes. He went t o  work then and he worked, I think %t w 
thirty-three years, before he . re t f  red. But then Chuck and me was there, 
and Granddad, and we farmed. 

O f  c o m e  Chuck was seven years older than I was, and he was wanting a job 
and getting ready t o  go t o  work, see, which he a d .  Held go norkh and 
shuck corm and when harvest stax-ted, he'd go out in Kansas, then through 
the harvest t o  North and South Dakota. Usually he d leave home, oh, i n  
the spring and then he'd go t o  Kansas, l ike  I say,  in the harvest and then 
North and South Dakota where, on account of the weather was different, 
hamest w a s  different t h s ,  see. Then maybe even in to  Canada and Mm- 
tana. ?hen he wouldn't get horn until fa l l ,  see, and Granddad and m went 
ahead and f w d .  

I sta&ed working everyday with a team and a plow when I w a s  ten years 
old. ?heretd be a team and a fourteen inch walking plow and yould plaw 
two acres a day. W e l l  now, i n  this old Bible E k e  we w a s  a looking at 
l a s t  night, its got so m.ny tables and weights and measures, there1 s 
everything i n  there you can thfvlk af ,  and i n  there, i t l l l t e l l  you that-- 
a plowhg with a fourteen inch plow that  every t h e  you plow an acre, 
you w a l k  e i a t  miles. 

Q. You can find that  out from the charts in  the Bible? 

A. Yes. In th i s  dictionary th-, i n  that  old Bible, it'll show you 
where it 's been worked out. You go thmu& a field, a f i e l d  a c e r t a  
length and so wide, of course, would be an acre, and you'd plow fourteen 
inches a throw and fourteen back would be twenty-ei@t inches i n  a round. 
And then in  so  rrany rounds, whatever it takes t o  plow that  acre, you would 
walk eight rdles, see. -So by plowing two acres a day, tha t  's a l l  you could 
plow, you would w a l k  sixteen miles, see, a doing that .  O f  course we s t i l l  
always got up at four o'clock i n  the mrning because you had t o  take care 
of your horses. You had t o  get them fed, and they always wanted them t o  
eat and then stand a while and water them before you went out and went t o  
work, see. We alwws went t o  the f ie ld  ats s ix  o' clock, but you had t o  
have a11 your other work done. You milked these cows, and always had 3 l o t  
of chickens. Grandma always kept--she had chickens and ducks and geeqe 
and gu3nea.s and turkeys. You had t o  have all that  stuff t o  eat  because 
you couldn't go buy it. And we' d work k.om s i x  till eleven-thi&y. 
bring your team of horses i n  at 11: 30 and water them and put them in 
barn and give them som hay, and let them eat  hay for an hour, o r  a h 
















































































































































