
PREFACE 

This oral history of Edward ~ree's participation in the administration of 
Governor William G. Stratton is a product of "Eyewitness Illinois," a 
program of the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. The 
project was made possible in part by a grant from the Illinois Humanities 
Council ia cooperation with the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
Additional financial support was provided by Caterpillar Tractor Company, 
Arthur Andersea & Co., Canteen Corporation, Shelby Cullom Davis 
Foundation, Susan Cooke House Trust and the MacArthur Foundation. 
Central to this program is a conviction that the business of the goverqor 
deserves larger and better public understanding, and that oral history 
offers a distinctive way of supplying it. 

Edward Prae was administrative assistant to Governor William G. Stratton 
from 1953-1957. In that position he made recommendations for personnel 
appointments and handled some legal and legislative matters for the 
governor. . Pree first met William Stratton in 1941 at a Young 
Republicans Convention when William Stratton was a congressman-at-large. 
Pree was active in the Republican party and continually campaigned for 
his party's candidates as he followed Stratton's career. 

In 1956, when Governor Stratton ran for his second term, Ed Pree directed 
the campaign to its successful conclusion. Stratton was governor when 
the state auditor, Orville Hodge, was accused of taking state funds. The 
scandal had some effect on the 1956 reelection campaign; however, it was 
Governor Stratton's statesmanship in handling the situation that Ed Pree 
believes saved the day. 

Edward Pree was born in Springfield, Illinois in 1919 and was educated to 
be an attorney. He was influenced by his father and followed in his 
footsteps as a Republican interested in both municipal and state 
government. This memoir adds not only to a better understanding of the 
Stratton administration, it is also rich in Springfield history. 



I 

The t ape  recorded in te rv iews  were conducted by Marilyn H. I m m e l  during 
the sp r ing  of 1981. M s .  Immel w a s  born i n  1943 i n  Wichita,  Kansas. She 
received a bache lo r ' s  degree -in Russ-ian language and l i t e r a t u r e  from 
Northwestern Univers i ty  I n  1965. While r a i s i n g  two c h i l d r e n  she  was 
a c t i v e l y  involved wi th  t h e  League of Women Voters  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  working p r imar i ly  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of e l e c t i o n  laws and government. 
In  1977 she  re turned  t o  school  i n  o rde r  t o  pursue a mas te r ' s  degree i n  
p o l i t i c a l  science.  She has been a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  Oral  His tory  Of f i ce  
of Sangamon S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y  from January of 1981 t o  August, 1983. 

J ack ie  Barnes t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and, a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  were 
ed i t ed  by Ms .  Immel and reviewed by M r .  Pree, L-inda J e t t  prepared the 
t ypesc r ip t .  Franc ie  Staggs compiled t h e  index and, wi th  Carol Marshall ,  
a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  pre- lntent iew research.  Marilyn I m m e l  supervised the 
artwork, photographic layout  and production. The I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
H i s t o r i c a l  L ibrary  provided va luab le  a s s t s t a n c e  t n  t h e  r e sea rch  e f f o r t .  

This  o r a l  h i s t o r y  may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without w r i t t e n  permission from t h e  Oral History Off ice ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 
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January 31, 1981, Tape 1, Side 1 

Q: .Te l l  m e  f i r s t  where t h e  name comes from, Pree. Is i t  French 
or .  . . .  
A: It 's French. The o r i g i n a l  family name I understand was de Pree and 
my grandfa ther ,  Charles  Pree, came over from Germany and dropped t h e  de 
so i t ' s  been Pree. It i s  a French name but  most of my ances to r s  were 
from Germany and I suppose i n  t h e  background German and French and 
English,  I ' ve  been t o l d ,  a l though I ' v e  never pursued the  family t r e e .  

Q: Well, l e t ' s  s t a r t  a t  t h e  beginning; where were you born? 

A: Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Q: You were born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

A: And at tended the  pub l i c  schools  here.  Lawrence Grade School f o r  
e i g h t  years  and Spr ing f i e ld  High School f o r  four  years ,  and then  I 
a t tended  Colgate Univers i ty  i n  Hamilton, New York, my f i r s t  year  i n  
co l lege .  Transfer red  t o  Northwestern Univers i ty  i n  Evanston, I l l i n o i s  
f o r  two years  and my s e n i o r  year I was admitted t o  law school  a t  
Northwestern i n  Chicago, on t h e  Chicago campus. 

Q: You d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  graduate .  . . .  
A: I got  both degrees from Northwestern. Yes, I got a bachelor  of 
sclence i n  l a w  and then  I got a law degree. The law degree t h a t  w a s  
given by Northwestern Universi ty .  So I got  both of my degrees frgm 
Northwestern. 



Q: T e l l  m e  about your family h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  Are you an  dly 
c h i l d ?  No, I know you have a sister. 

A: No, I have two s i s t e r s ,  Margaret Ann Pree  who i s  p resen t ly  l i v i n g  i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld  and teaching  school  a t  Matheny School. And I had a sister, 
Georgene Pree, who married D r .  W i l l i a m  C. Hays. Georgene passed away i n  
1967. She was l i v i n g  i n  Alton where he r  husband still p r a c t i c e s  
medicine. They had s-Lx ch i ld ren .  And I had a b ro the r  who died r i g h t  
a f t e r  b i r t h ,  Robert Eugene Pree. That c o n s t i t u t e s  our family. 

My f a t h e r  w a s  a lawyer, Edward Pree. Prac t iced  h e r e  from 1915 u n t i l  h i s  
dea th  i n  1968. And my mother was Irma Georg Pree. Georg was t h e  family 
name and it 's my middle name, Edward Georg Pree. Mother always went by 
Irma Georg Pree. Her middle name was J u l i a ,  i t  was Irma J u l i a  Georg and 
then  Irma Georg Pree. She died i n  1964 and my f a t h e r  died i n  1968. I 
practeced l a w  wi th  him between 1946 and 1968 when he died. 

I 
Ear ly  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  he was a n  a s s i s t a n t  state's a t t o r n e y  of Sangatson 
County, f i r s t  a s s i s t a n t  for many years .  I say  many yea r s ,  f i v e  or s i x  
yea r s  and he achieved cons iderable  fame as a prosecutor .  And then,  I n  
f a c t  one of t h e  cases  he prosecuted,  probably t h e  most famous case,  =s 
t h e  prosecut ion  of Governor Len Small, back i n  1922. He became a s soc i a t ed  
i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  s t a r t i n g  i n  1923 wi th  United S t a t e s  Senator  
Lawrence Y. Sherman of I l l i n o i s .  It w a s  t h e  f i rm  of Sherman, Bainum and 
Pree. Judge Noah C. Bainum had been f i r s t  a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  genera l  of 
I l l i n o i s  and Senator  Sherman had j u s t  r e t i r e d  from t h e  United S t a t e s  
Senate. Before t h a t  he had been l i e u t e n a n t  governor of I l l i n o i s  and m s  
a very  d i s t i ngu i shed  man. A t  one time he had been a p r e s i d e n t i a l  
candidate .  He and my f a t h e r  were toge the r  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  
19201s, and then  toward t h e  end of t h e  twent ies  he r e t i r e d  i n  F lor ida .  
And I be l i eve  Judge Baintxm r e t i r e d  a l so .  And f o r  a while ,  James M. 
Weldon p rac t i ced  wi th  them but  f o r  a very  s h o r t  t i m e .  He  was i n  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  with my f a t h e r .  Fred Mortimer was t h e  state's 
a t t o r n e y  during those  years .  Probably one of t h e  most famous s t a t e ' s  
a t t o r n e y s  t h e  county has ever  had. And J i m  Weldon p re fe r r ed  being i n  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  t o  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  So, mainly during the  
twent ies ,  Dad w a s  a s soc i a t ed  with Senator  Sherman and Judge Bainum and h e  
had a very  f i n e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  Senator  Sherman. He thought t h e  world 
of him. In  f a c t ,  he w a s  one of h i s  p a l l b e a r e r s  when he w a s  buried.  

So a f t e r  my father--well ,  a f t e r  Senator  Sherman and Judge Bainum r e t i r e d  
then  Harl ington Wood, Sr. came he re  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and he and Dad were 
toge the r  f o r  f i f t e e n  o r  more years.  It w a s  always an a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i t  was 
not  a pa r tne r sh ip  but  it w a s  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  and they had a good many 
young lawyers who came through t h e  o f f i c e  during t h e  yea r s  t h a t  they  were 
here.  Then after World War 11, I came back and began p r a c t i c i n g  wi th  my 
f a t h e r .  And Judge Wood had been e l e c t e d ' c o u n t y  judge i n  1934 and h i s  son 
Harl ington Wood, Jr. came back. Began p r a c t i c i n g  with .him about 1948 o r  
1949. But we d i d n ' t  have space h e r e  i n  our  s u i t e  so  we could never 
combine f o r c e s  wi th  them. ( laughs)  

I n  r ecen t  years  we've been a b l e  t o  g e t  cons iderably  more space f o r  our  
o f f i c e  here.  I might say  t h a t  my f a t h e r  and Senator  Sherman were t h e  
f i r s t  t e n a n t s  he re  i n  t h e  Myers Building,  i n  1925, and my f a t h e r  remained 
he re  f o r  the  rest of h i s  c a r e e r ,  and I 've been he re  during my e n t i r e  



l e g a l  c a r e e r  so we're p r e t t y  much f i x t u r e s  h e r e  I n  t h e  Myers Building. 
( laughs)  I n  f a c t ,  I wouldn't f e e l  a t  home any p l ace  e l s e ,  I don' t  
be l ieve .  So, my f a t h e r  r e a l l y  had a d i s t i ngu i shed  l e g a l  career .  Was 
noted as a t r i a l  lawyer and i n c i d e n t a l l y  i f  you'd l i k e ,  I can g e t  some 
t h e  c l ipp ings  a t  t h e  t ime of h i s  death;  i t  had a good resume of 
career .  I ' v e  been wanting t o  g e t  some h i s t o r i a n  t o  prepare 
about him f o r  one of t h e  pub l i ca t ions  and I was hoping t h a t  
lady, P a t r i c i a  Bassett, who i s  doing t h e  work on t h e  
mother 's  family,  might sometime do t h a t .  

My mother was a daughter  of V ic to r  Emmanuel Georg, who w a s  an a r t i s t  and 
photographer. She was born i n  Chicago. My grandfa ther  had a s t u d i o  
t h e r e  i n  Chicago, and they  l i v e d  a l s o  a t  one t ime I be l i eve  i n  Evanston. 
And then  Governor Al tge ld ,  John P e t e r  Altgeld of I l l i n o i s ,  i n v i t e d  
Grandfather Georg t o  come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and he d id  come he re  and my 
mother was brought up h e r e  in  Spr ing f i e ld .  

She had a family t h a t  was unusual ly t a l e n t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of a r t  qnd 
photography, and a s  I say ,  t h e  Sangamon County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  s e v e r a l  
years  ago asked P a t r i c i a  Bassett t o  do a work on t h e  Georg family which 
i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  the process  of completion. I don ' t  know when she p l ans  
t o  complete it; she  l e f t  Sp r ing f i e ld  a couple years  ago and w a s  he re  
about a year ago and we ta lked  f u r t h e r  about t h e  book, bu t  she ' s  taken 

.' many o r a l  in te rv iews  and has done cons iderable  research  on t h e  Georg 
family and knows a g r e a t  d e a l  more about t h e  family than  I do, I ' m  sure .  

But Vic tor  Emmanuel Georg had b ro the r s  who were p a i n t e r s  i n  Chicago, 
p h o t ~ g r a p h e r s ,  and then  he had t h r e e  sons Vic to r ,  Herbert ,  and Raymand 
who a l l  achieved renown as photographers and i n  t h e  case  of Raymond, as a 
p a i n t e r .  And then  my mother, Irma Georg Pree ,  was a photographer and 
worked i n  the s t u d i o  a f t e r  my grandfa ther  d i ed  as w e l l  as before.  4er 
sister Margaret Georg M i l l i k i n  was a l s o  . t a l en t ed ,  s o  t h e  whole family had 
j u s t  tremendous, unbel ievable  t a l e n t  and of course  I 've i n h e r i t e d  none of 
t h a t .  (laughs) Nei ther  one of my sisters i n h e r i t e d  any of i t  and I 
don' t  know of anybody i n  t h e  Georg family i n  our genera t ion  who has 
become an artist o r  photographer. But it  was all in  t h e  two genera t ions  
t h e r e  and r e a l l y  an  outpouring of a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t  t h a t  i s  very  seldom 
seen. So, tha t  is b a s i c a l l y  my background. 

My mother 's family,  I understand, came from Germany i n  t h e  l i b e r a l  
r evo lu t ions  of 1848, and went i n t o  Milwaukee. Now t h a t ' s  j u s t  f a m i l y  
hearsay t a l k .  I've never done a family t r e e  o r  had any o f f i c i a l  
genealogy on t h e  family. My f a t h e r ' s  f a t h e r  w a s  a t i n smi th  and a 
ca rpen te r  and he l ikewise  came t o  Milwaukee, and my f a t h e r  w a s  reared  i n  
Milwaukee. [He] g o t  h i s  degree a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Michigan and d id  p a r t  
of h i s  l a w  work t h e r e  and then  I guess he r a n  out  of money. 

Be worked h i s  way through co l l ege  and then  he came t o  Spr ing f i e ld  as I 
understand around 1912 and worked on t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Reg i s t e r  f o r  a 
while.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  they had t h i s  new n i g h t  l a w  school  here, t h e  Linca ln  
College of Law, and he had some a d d i t i o n a l  work t o  do f o r  h i s  law degrpe 
and he completed i t  h e r e  and passed t h e  ba r  examination and was admittpd 
t o  the  bar  i n  1915. La te r  he w a s  on t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  t h e  Lincoln Col l  
of Law f o r ' s e v e r a l  years .  I b e l i e v e  he had had one semester ,  too ,  a t  
Univers i ty  of Chicago Law School but  a s  I say ,  he had t o  educate  hims 



and pay f o r  h i s  educa t ion  and got  no he lp  from h i s  family.  H i s  mother 
d ied  when he was e i g h t  yea r s  of age and h i s  f a t h e r  had remarried and a s  I 
understand i t ,  my f a t h e r  and h i s  b ro the r  Nicholas  and t h e i r  s i s t e r  l i ved  
f o r  p a r t  of t h e  time wi th  t h e i r  uncle ,  P h i l i p  Pree, i n  Milwaukee, who was 
one of t h e  b ro the r s  of Charles  Pree. I don ' t  know how many t h e r e  w e r e  i n  
t h e  family. I ' l l  have t o  g e t  some more of t h a t  family h i s t o r y .  

My f a t h e r  never t a lked  too  much about t h e  family. He was very  much 
engrossed i n  our family here.  H i s  f a t h e r  died i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930's and so  
w e  d i d n ' t  have too  much con tac t  i n  Milwaukee a f t e r  t h a t  except  now and 
then some of t h e  r e l a t i v e s  would come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  dur ing  vacation--his 
cousin Frank Pree. One of h i s  cousins  i s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Milwaukee, John 
Pree, s o  I suppose I ought t o  g e t  more of t h e  family t r e e  from John. I 
was in  Milwaukee a couple of summers ago and c a l l e d  on him and had a very 
n i c e  v i s i t  with him and h i s  wife ,  so most of t h e  Pree family was from 
Milwaukee and some of my mother 's family,  my mother 's mother, was from 
Milwaukee too. So, t h a t  seemed t o  be t h e  rou te  t h a t  t h e  German immigrants 
would take  coming over  h e r e  from Germany, going t o  Milwaukee o r  going 
i n t o  Chicago. 

Q: What was i t  l i k e  growing up he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  wi th  your s i s t e r s ?  
What kind of r e l a t i o n s h i p  d id  you have with your parents?  

A: Very c l o s e  family r e l a t i o n s h i p .  And Spr ing f i e ld ,  i n  those  years ,  was 
i n  my opinion a s  f i n e  a c i t y  f o r  i t s  s i z e  as any c i t y  I ' v e  ever  been i n .  
I was always proud of Sp r ing f i e ld  and I was always proud t o  be from 
Spr ingf ie ld .  Anywhere you go i n  t h e  world and you mention you're  from 
Spr ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  people know t h e  c i t y  of Sp r ing f i e ld .  Of course,  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  Abraham Lincoln and i t s  r i c h  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  
n ine t een th  century wi th  Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas and General U.S. 
Grant and o the r  f i g u r e s  of t he  C i v i l  War period. It has such an  
i l l u s t r i o u s  h i s t o r y  t h a t  people know of Spr ingf ie ld .  Of course,  Abraham 
Lincoln is  t h e  supreme f i g u r e  here  and he has given Spr ing f i e ld  a 
s tanding  i n  t he  world t h a t  very few c i t i e s  have. It 's been an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  sh r ine .  Of course,  i t ' s  t h e  s e a t  of s t a t e  government and 
i t  has i ts  own r i c h  h i s t o r y  a s i d e  from the  Lincoln h i s to ry .  But i n  those  
years  Sp r ing f i e ld  I thought was a wonderful c i t y .  It was more of a 
community than i t  is now. 

It seems t o  me, s i n c e  World War 11, t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y ,  t h i r t y - f i v e  yea r s ,  
t h a t  we've kind of bu r s t  a t  t he  seams. I n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  downtown 
d i s t r i c t .  I n o t i c e  i t  i n  t he  zoning problems we've had. I ' v e  been i n  
many zoning cases  dur ing  my l e g a l  p r a c t i c e  and I ' v e  seen the  
encroachments of commercialism i n  t h e  c i t y  of Sp r ing f i e ld  and t o  me i t 's  
been a very  hear t rending  th ing .  Now, I suppose a person who is  we l l  
s a t i s f i e d  wi th  h i s  environment and h i s  home and so f o r t h  doesn ' t  want t o  
s e e  th ings  changed and I have some kind of a s i m i l a r  f e e l i n g  about 
Sp r ing f i e ld .  I 've  seen changes he re  t h e  l a s t  twenty-five o r  t h i r t y  years  
t h a t  have been, a s  I say,  heartbreaking;  f o r  example, some of t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  homes have been destroyed and j u s t  l eve led  and they 've been 
replaced by f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  and hamburger s tands  and used c a r  l o t s .  I ' v e  
seen  these  magnif icent  neighborhoods--Fifth S t r e e t ,  S ix th  S t r e e t ,  Seventh 
S t r e e t ,  Fourth S t r e e t ,  Second Street--I 've seen them r a d i c a l l y  changed 
and I f e e l  no t  fo r  t h e  b e t t e r .  I think i t ' s  been a t  an awful cost--a 
c o s t  of beauty and i n  many cases  a t  a cos t  of h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o g .  

I 



Q: Where did you l i v e  when you were growing up? Where were you born? 

A: Well, I was born a t  t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Hospi ta l  which w a s  on F i f t h  and 
North Grand Avenue. And t h a t  bu i ld ing  has long s i n c e  been destroyed.  O f  
course,  t he  Memorial Hosp i t a l  replaced t h e  o ld  Spr ing f i e ld  Hospi tal .  I 
was r a i s ed  p r imar i ly  on Second S t r e e t .  W e  l i v e d  a t  1415 South Second 
S t r e e t  and then we moved t o  Wiggins Avenue, 1512 Wiggins Avenue, 
where . . . 
Q: Is t h a t  Wiggins and . . . 
A: Wiggins. It 's r i g h t  o f f  Leland. Wiggins and Leland. 

Q: Okay, yes. 

A: So, I've l i v e d  he re ,  a s i d e  from the  time I was i n  co l l ege ,  i n  law 
school ,  and i n  t h e  U.S. Army, which was about t h r e e  years  dur ing  World 
War 11, I ' ve  l i v e d  he re  a l l  my l i f e .  And so ,  I h a t e  t o  s e e  the  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  downtown d i s t r i c t  f o r  example. To me i t ' s  been a 
t r a g i c  th ing  t h e  way t h i s  downtown has been, over  a  per iod of many yea r s ,  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  

One of t h e  worst t h ings  t h a t  ever  happened was the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
Orpheum Theatre ,  which w a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  pa lace  of Sp r ing f i e ld  and one of 
t h e  f i n e s t  t h e a t e r s  I ' v e  ever  seen anywhere i n  t he  country,  and a  t h e a t e r  
t h a t  can never be rep laced .  For t h a t  t o  be destroyed,  j u s t  t o r n  down f o r  
a  dr ive- in bank f a c i l i t y  t o  me i s  an awful crime. It 's a  crime a g a i n s t  
t h e  community, i t ' s  a  crime aga ins t  t he  c u l t u r e  of our c i t y  and i t  has 
had a  very bad e f f e c t  upon the  downtown. For example, I work he re  
u sua l ly  s e v e r a l  evenings a  week and leaving  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  n ine  and t e n  
o 'c lock a t  n igh t ,  you go ou t  he re  and the  downtown i s  v i r t u a l l y  dark,  and 
I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  increased  t h e  danger down here.  In  former yea r s  we $ad 
t h e  Orpheum Theater  and t h a t  l it  up the  whole po r t ion  of t h i s  downtown 
d i s t r i c t .  And t h e r e  w a s  always a c t i v i t y  around t h e r e  and s i n c e  t h a t  
t h e a t e r  has  been gone t h a t  whole a r e a  around t h e r e  has  been changed. O f  
course,  we used t o  have maybe s i x ,  seven o t h e r  t h e a t e r s  i n  t h e  heyday of 
t h e  motion p i c t u r e s  and they've a l l  gone wi th  t h e  except ion of t h e  
Senate . 
So, t h e  downtown d i s t r i c t  has  given way t o  bank drive- in f a c i l i t i e s  and 
parking f a c i l i t i e s  and i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  during t h e  day time, but  a t  n i g h t  
i t ' s  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  downtown than we had i n  former years .  And a s  
I say,  Sp r ing f i e ld  when i t  w a s ,  you know, f i f t y ,  s i x t y ,  seventy thousand 
popula t ion  seemed t o  be more of a community than i t  i s  now. I t 's  much 
l a r g e r  of course now and t h i n g s  a r e  spread out  and I don' t  f i n d  t h e  same 
community f e e l i n g  t h a t  we had i n  former years .  Maybe i t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I 
remember i t  a s  i t  w a s  and maybe somebody coming i n  from out  of town now 
would d i sag ree  wi th  m e  and f i n d  i t  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  

I ' ve  o f t e n  thought what Vachel Lindsay would th ink  i f  he came back t o  
Sp r ing f i e ld  today. Now h e ' s  been gone f i f t y  years ,  and he was a f r i e n d  
of my fami ly ' s ;  my g randfa the r  Georg and my mother and unc les  and my 
f a t h e r  remember him very  wel l .  In f a c t ,  I have one of h i s  o r i g i n a l s  i n  
my dad's o f f i c e ;  I ' l l  show you t h a t  before  you leave  here.  But Vachel 
Lindsay was t he  poet  of Sp r ing f i e ld  and probably the  g r e a t e s t  propon n t  t 



o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c h r o n i c l e r  of Sp r ing f i e ld ' s  beauty and i t s  g lo ry  a s  a 
c i t y .  Lindsay loved t h i s  c i t y  a s  very few people I be l i eve  have loved 
any c i t y  and I don ' t  know of any American c i t y  t h a t ' s  had a poet l i k e  
Vachel Lindsay, who had the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with h i s  c i t y  t h a t  Lindsay had 
wi th  Spr ing f i e ld .  Now, I ' m  no t  saying t h a t  t h e r e  weren ' t ,  bu t  I don ' t  
know of anybody who was any more i n  love  with his home town than  Vachel 
Lindsay w a s  wi th  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

And I ' v e  o f t e n  thought how Lindsay would eva lua t e  Sp r ing f i e ld  today i n  
comparison with what i t  was when he was he re  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  
century.  So, I can see much progress  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  many ways and then 
I can s e e  so many th ings  we've l o s t  here.  And i t  might be j u s t  a 
genera l ,  o v e r a l l  cond i t i on  where t h e  b ig  c i t i e s  a r e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
inwardly and people moving t o  t h e  suburban a r e a s  but ,  a s  I say,  I s e e  so 
much t h a t  we seem t o  have l o s t  he re  and of course much we have gained. 

One of t h e  g r e a t  l o s s e s  i n  r ecen t  years  has  been t h e  Sangamo E l e c t r i c  
Company which w a s  t h e  base f o r  t h e  whole no r th  end of Sp r ing f i e ld .  That 
w a s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  p l a n t s  a c i t y  could have. Of course  Sp r ing f i e ld  
has always been p r imar i ly  a government town, c a p i t a l  c i t y  and t h e  c e n t e r  
of a r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  reg ion ,  and the  depress ion ,  f o r  example, doesn ' t  
a f f e c t  Sp r ing f i e ld  l i k e  i t  does an  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y  o r  an ord inary  c i t y .  
People a r e  s t i l l  working a t  t h e  s t a t e  government and t h e  government goes 
on no mat te r  what t he  economic condi t ions  of t he  country a r e ,  so  probably 
Spr ing f i e ld  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h e  depress ion  a s  much as o the r  c i t i e s  d id .  But 
i n  my opinion,  Sp r ing f i e ld  has  been a wonderful c i t y  and I wouldn't t r a d e  
it f o r  a l l  t he  o i l  i n  Arabia (laughs) o r  a l l  t he  t e a  i n  China, a s  t h e  
express ion  goes, and t h e  people he re  have been wonderful people. 

My f a t h e r ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  came here  as a young man and saw t h i s  c i t y ,  
found it ,  and I guess  f e l l  i n  love wi th  it. Always s a i d  t h a t  t h e  people 
of Spr ingf ie ld  had been so good t o  him during the  years  t h a t  he l i v e d  
he re  and he wouldn't t h i n k  of going anywhere e l s e .  H e  loved t h e  law 
p r a c t i c e  here  and he loved t h e  community; he was a c t i v e  i n  promoting 
s p o r t s  and was a g r e a t  s p o r t s  f an  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  He j u s t  thought 
it was a wonderful c i t y  and i t  s t i l l  i s - - I ' m  no t  saying t h a t  i t  i sn ' t - -  
bu t  I do f e e l  some of t h e  beauty of t h e  c i t y  and some of t he  c u l t u r e  has  
been harmed. A t  t h e  same time we've had g r e a t  progress  i n  many a r e a s  I ' m  
sure .  This  new Horace Mann bui ld ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  is  a b e a u t i f u l  
bu i ld ing  and of course  t h e  B e l l  Telephone Company has come i n  he re  i n  
r ecen t  years  and has  added so much t o  t h e  community. Brought a f i n e  
group of people i n  here .  

we've had so many f i n e  people of d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  he re  i n  t h e  
pas t .  We've had people he re  of  I t a l i a n  descent .  We've had a big I t a l i a n  
community he re  and we've had a good-sized Li thuanian group he re  and s t i l l  
do, and I r i s h  and Germans and we've j u s t  had so many groups t h a t  have 
come i n  he re  and amalgamated, I suppose you'd say,  and made t h i s  a c i t y  
which i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n d i c a t i v e  of t he  melt ing pot t h a t  America has been. 
And they 've a l l  cont r ibu ted  so much t o  t h e  community and S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  
had a good r e l i g i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  he re  too. We've had many f i n e  P ro t e s t an t  
churches and we've had many good Cathol ic  churches and Jewish synagogues 
here;  we've had people from a l l  r e l i g i o u s  denominations here  and I ' ve  
f e l t  t h a t  i t ' s  been an e x c e l l e n t  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  community. I t 's  been 
a harmonious th ing  through t h e  years  and we've had a good, f i n e  colored 
popula t ion  here.  



I know i n  our p r a c t i c e  here- - i t ' s  been a genera l  practice--my f a t h e r ,  I 
suppose, had one of t h e  most d i v e r s i f i e d  l a w  p r a c t i c e s  of any lawyer he re  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  In f a c t ,  one of our  former c i r c u i t  judges, Judge L. E. 
Wi lh i te  of C a r l i n v i l l e ,  Macoupin County, made t h e  comment some years  back 
when he was on t h e  bench h e r e  and my dad was a c t i v e l y  p r a c t i c i n g  t h a t ,  as 
he went around t o  t h e  va r ious  count ies  i n  t h e  c i r c u i t ,  he d i d n ' t  know of 
any lawyer t h a t  had a s  d i v e r s i f i e d  a law p r a c t i c e  a s  my f a t h e r  had. My 
f a t h e r  represented  people from a l l  walks of l i f e  and I worked with him 
f o r  over twenty yea r s  and i t  was always a very  g r a t i f y i n g  th ing  as a 
lawyer t o  r ep re sen t  people from so many d i f f e r e n t  and d i v e r s e  
backgrounds. D i f f e ren t  occupat ions and d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l  and r e l i g i o u s  
backgrounds, r a c i a l  backgrounds, and we always pr ided ourse lves  on t h e  
many f i n e  people who came i n  our  o f f i c e  t h a t  we had the  p r i v i l e g e  of 
represent ing .  And my f a t h e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  because he was such a well-known 
and well-publicized a t t o r n e y  and had such a large fol lowing among people 
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  represented ,  as I say,  people from a l l  walks of l i f e ,  
represented labor  unions. He was i n  a l l  k inds  of cases ,  c i v i l ,  c r imina l  
cases ,  ca ses  t h a t  went t o  t h e  h igher  c o u r t s  here ,  I l l i n o i s  Supreme Court,  
I l l i n o i s  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  and had a b ig  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t s  
e a r l i e r  i n  h i s  ca ree r .  So i t  has been a very  i n t e r e s t i n g  and f a s c i n a t i n g  
law p r a c t i c e  f o r  him and f o r  me.  Of  course,  i t  was a l o t  more 
i n t e r e s t i n g  I th ink  when he was here .  (laughs) 

Q: For you i t  was . . . 
A: It was f o r  me more i n t e r e s t i n g ,  yes ,  because I was p r a c t i c i n g  with 
him and he was a master t r ia l  lawyer, and i t  was j u s t  a wonderful t h ing  
t o  be assoc ia ted  wi th  him i n  the  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  l a w .  I guess  a l l  t he  
lawyers make more money today than they d id  i n  former years  but  t h a t ' s  
l a r g e l y  because of i n f l a t i o n .  ( laughs)  I t h i n k  a s  f a r  a s  t he  a c t u a l  
purchasing power i t ' s  about t h e  same, although i t  seems t h a t  everybody 
makes a l o t  more money today and I suppose t h a t ' s  t r u e  i n  a l l  profess ions  
and occupat ions.  

Q: What do you remember about growing up i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  About your 
childhood? What kinds of t h ings  d id  you do? What d id  you do on Saturday 
morning? How d id  you . . . 
A: Well, dur ing  my boyhood, I was engrossed i n  a t h l e t i c s ,  s p o r t s ,  and 
Spr ing f i e ld  was always a good s p o r t s  town. When I was a boy we had t h e  
o l d  Three Eye League b a s e b a l l  team and my f a t h e r  was one of t he  most 
rab id  baseba l l  f ans  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I n  f a c t ,  back dur ing  World War 11, 
he was t h e  p re s iden t  of t he  Sp r ing f i e ld  Municipal Basebal l  League. They 
had q u i t e  a league he re  dur ing  those  years .  We had t o  suspend t h e  Three 
Eye League team during the  w a r  and they got  t h i s  municipal league 
developed t o  t h e  po in t  where i t  was a very f i n e  amateur and 
semiprofessional  league and he was pres ident  t h e r e ,  I be l i eve  i n  1943 and 
1944. 

I a l s o  organized o r  managed a baseball team when I was growing up, and i n  
high school  and co l lege .  Even when I came back and began p r a c t i c i n g  law 
f o r  s e v e r a l  years  I sponsored and managed a baseba l l  team around here ,  
and we played not  on ly  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  but i n  surrounding towns a l l  over 
c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s .  And then  of course i n  those years ,  back i n  t h e  yea r s  
t h a t  I w a s  growing up he re  we had so many o t h e r  s p o r t s  too. SpringfieJd 
















































































































































































































































