
Poston Brick Company 

Ivory Carter (23 pages) 
Estol Cook (11 pages) 
Mark Cook (14 pages) 
William E. Poston ( 4 pages) 
Earl Robinson (10 pages) 
Henrietta Van Cleve ( 4 'pages) 

These interviews are part of a project on the Poston 
Brick Company in Springfield, Illinois. People 
interviewed include a former employee' s w i f e  , former 
employees, and the president of Poston Brick. They 
re la te  their working experiences with regard to making 
bricks. The interviewer was Garnetta Cook. 

COPYRIGHT @ 1985 SANCAMON STATE UNIVERSITY, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electmnic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and recording or by any information storage or retrieval system, without 
permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois 62708. i 





Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by Gamtta Cook for the Oral JXstory Off ice on November 1, 1972. 
Kathryn Back transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the transcript. 

Ivory Carter m s  employed by the Poston Brick Company of Springfield, 
Illinois from 1917 to 1962. In this m i r ,  Mr. Carter describes the 
different jobs he held at the Poston Brick Company and the changes in 
the machinery over the years. Mr. Carter also discusses brick mkbg 
and the different kinds of bricks. 

Readers of the oral history m~loir should beaz in ndnd that it is  a 
transcript of the spaken wrd, and that the intelvimr, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that i s  
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamn State University is  not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The marruscript may be read, quoted and cited freely, It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mchanical, 
without permission in writing £ran the Oral History Office, Sang- 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708, 



Ivory Carter, NENanber 1, 1972, Springfield, I l lh is .  

Garnetta Cook, Interviewr. 

Q: Today ne're going to have an intenriew w i t h  Mr.  Ivory Carter, a 
lorg-tim employee of Poston Brick CaPparry. Mr. Carter has lived in  
Springfield for many years, He has a l o t  of experience w i t h  the brick 
c a p a q ,  and I think he can give us a l o t  of information. 

A: I started at Poston's in about 1917 hauling brick away f r m  Poston 
Brick Canpay, And then, when I f i r s t  started to  wrking at the plant, 
it w s  at the Springfield Paving Brickyard, and then in 1928, Mr, Poston 
bq$t the Springfield Paving Brickyard and brought us all aver t o  his 
yard. I mrked there for the rest of my days e e p t  I had one other job 
i n  1937, I wmt  to the city and mrked from 1937 to 1939, and I vent 
back to the brickyard. That's &re I put the rest of my time in, a t  
Poston Brick Corqany. 

Q: How long e r e  you there? 

A: k11, I started out there 1917 and I wrked there unti l  1962; that's 
when I had the heart attack. That wts rty last wrk that I ever did. 
(laughter) b t  is that, Estol te l l ing on rne? 

Q: &11, he just asked rn to  ask you about the gad and the logs, and 
all. He just mentioned it to me; he thought you d be able to  tell us. 
( 1-e~) 

A: ell, whenever the brickyard ow the ~ l l ~ u l d  break d m ,  that muld 
stop the setting gang, and then we'd all  go to  the pond. I had a board, 
and I was on this board, and Harry Mann, and I think Roy Kirby. I couldn't ' 

swim and that pond w s  deep. Eut I was riding this board (laughter) and 
Bob Kennedy--he ' s dead m - h e  swam up by KIE and forced that b a r d  out 
and forced that board out fran under n ~ ,  (1-ter) and Roy and Harry 
helped me get out. Wlen I got my feet  on to  &ere I could bitch abut 
it, (l+ter) I really told Bob Kerrnedy scare-. (l-ter) But 
that's h t  ~ ' d  do almys -er the brickyard muld go down, the 
whole gang of than. b ' d  have t o  d t  until the m m  firred it back so 
they d d  make brick again, So w ' d  go dam there and get in the pond, 
and had a lo t  of fun dom there, That time, it wisn't fun for tre af te r  
they pushed that  bard out, (laughter) 

Q: Did you ever go baJt after that? 

A: Yes, I went back, k t  I didn't  go back on the b a r d  no mre. I 
didn't get nzlch deeper than ny knees, but this tinae I was way out in 
there and riding th is  board. Oh, I was really deep, going alang an a s  
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board, lxlt .clJhen Bob slipped up behind and p h e d  this board out: £ran 
under me, that let IIE dom. That wis part of this shale hole; that pond 
was deep a t  one t i n e .  

E s t o l :  [Gamtta Cook's husband] I imagine it was thirty, forty feet 
deep . 
A: Yes, every b i t  of it and them pushing that bard out £ran me and I 
couldn't swim. (laughter) I don't knew. 

I seen a lot of different things there and h they got, I think it was 
in the 1950s or the late 1940s that 's  when they got the mchines, They 
got one se t  of ~ ~ ~ h i n e s  and they didn't wrk, and they sent than back. 
Then they got the second set of mchines and they didn't mrk. They sent 
them back, And when they got the third set of machines, Mr. Poston sagd 
the machines ws wrlcing at other bridcyards and they were going to mrk 
there, And he never did cane to the brickyard until around nine o'clock 
in the mming. But when he got the third set of machines, he carre out 
there a t  seven o'clock, just like when w started. Mr.  Poston maybe 
d d  be over here, Charlie McCoy d d  be over here, Pat mrley wuld  be 
over here, Every way you muld look, you d d  breathe dom one of their 
throats. And they did that for about ttJD until they got their 
production that they m t e d  and then that vas it. Fk said they =re 
going to mrk and they did. And I stayed on the machine from 1952 until 
1962, until I got sick. 

E: Can I ask him  thing? W t  did you mean that they wuldn't mrk? 

A: k11, here's what 1 thirjk, the mn hew that their machines was go@ 
t o  hock sanrebody out, w h i c h  they did, because, see, I was in the -ling 
gang then, and they had three five-man wheeling gangs. khen they got 
these l~ltil~hines, they got tm machines; they give me one and they give 
Canpbell %th one. They give Carpbell a helper and IE a helper. That 
was four mm did more wTZc than fifteen um did. k, in the setting 
gang; tw men did t b  mrk that twelve men did with one machine. Mll, 
the pren, I 'm sure they hew m t  them mcbines =re going to  do. 

Q: bhat type mchbes =re these? 

E: They W they m s  going t o  hock them out, so they just decided they 
0 . .  

A: Yes, that they msn't going to wrk w i t h  thn, and they didn't for 
the first tm, bt when they got the third one, why, every t k  they 
lo& up, they was 1- at a boss's face and they had to mrk. That 
mt on a d  they did that for about tw meks and after that, why, that 
m s  all. 

E: WA1, then, a t  did they do, lay the ~~len off? 

A:  sax^ of them got laid off , yes, because they didn't need a l l  that 
c r d .  It l&d like VB had fifteen m m  &eling kick and four mn 
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did mre than the fifteen muld, w i t h  a tow rmtor. That's one of the 
things that the plen knew what it was going to  do and that's the reason 
why they didn't tmnt to wrk with them. 

The mill, the sam way. They used to take a pick and pull that shale 
down m the belt to go to the =chine &ere it w s  ground up. After I 
quit mrk--after I had the heart attack--and wmt back out there me day, 
ay l  a py rgrking back there said, 'Have you been back lately?" And I 
sad,  'No." He said, " C ~ E  on back here and lodc." So I wznt back 
there, the trucks mre wing in a bin and this bin mrves and a l l  he was 
doing was standing there at  his post, pushing a ht ton.  He'd push a 
hitton and so mi31 shale wuld drop out and be ground up. He'd plsh 
another btton and shut if off, and as soon as it d d  g r i d  that out, 
he'd plsh a htton,  car^ rmre shale drop in there. ?bat knocked ram out 
of w*, 

E : Yes, when I got there, that ' s when they had that already in. h t  
then I used to  W e  to go up there and push it dom, A lo t  of t b s  like 
it d d  rain or somthing it muldnlt slide, 

A: You'd go up an the top? 

E: No, I 'd go up on &ere the trucks d u q  at, and you'd have to  stay 
there and keep it pushed dom. And a lot of tirrres, you'd have to take 
fuel oil  and pour in along this bin to make it slick, so that it wuld 
slide. They'd bring in big chunks and stuff.  

A: k e n  I started there, they onlywde  a rug brick, and amat, and a 
slw hi16 for all red brick, all except the rugs. Nm they wuld put 
zinc in the kiln to color those, and then sane of than muld have green 
spots an thm, sorne brotin, and they set then in the. kiln,  see, set tha~ 
in flues so t h a t  they muld have spots on thern like that. ?he slow 
bilders, they ere  just red and the camms ww red. 

Q: I ' j u s t  mted  to how about the d e  you -timed the o t b r  day. 

A: That was at the old brickyard. A fellow who used to live up on 17th 
Street, his nam WIS H a w .  He had a rmle and the men vheeled the 
cinders. They fired the brick then with coal, and then when they 'd clean 
the cinders out, they Id wheel them out across the dock and M r .  Hawkins 
muld load than i n  this car and hock his mile on and pull than dom a t  
the end and dLmp them over the hill. &enever the transfer m l d  break 
down--at w hauled the green brick on to  the kilns--they'd get him to 
hook his d e  on to this transfer and pull the transfer. And you had to 
corre out EraP mder the dry and this electrical wire, the transfer m s  
run by electric, and they didn't turn the juice off. W s  old d e  was 
coming out under the dryer and his ears touched th is  hot wire, and hocked 
the mule dam. 'Ihey had a t ime gettimg him back up! (laughter) 

E: Yes, I '11 kt they did because that's a 440 wire that runs there. 

A: Yes, tlhatls a great big wire just like the streetcar wire they used 
to have and the trolley pulled on it. Mr. Hawkins didn't like that 
either, knocking his mule out. (lawter) 
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E: It's a wnder it didn't k i l l  it. 

A: It 's a mnder. A 440 wire,  and there wat3 another out there, an old 
man named Mr. Green. & pllled the dryer, and you laow how they pull it 
w i t h  a rope and have arm hnoks on the end. 'Ihat hook broke and when it 
broke, it f l e w  up and hit him on the leg and broke his leg. And v e  wnt 
in and @led the dryer, all the loaded cars out of the dryer, and Hugo 
Baptist, see, he was superinterdent at that tine, he told another guy, I 
can't rananber his name, to go on in there and pull the dryer. (laughter) 
He said he wasn't going t o  face that cab and Hugo had to go out of there 
and pull it out himelf before this old u m  muld pull any out of thexe. 
After Mr, Green had got his leg hoke. That rope muld break every now 
and then, kt it just happened this tine, it hit the old mn on the leg 
and brdte his leg. 

E: h t  did it do? I think vhen they hooked on, it had to go up in 
there three cars. The hook than on one end and then pull it across the 
other end, didn't they? 

A: Yes, 4 I think at  the old yard, they wuld plll tm tracks at a 
tim, I thbk they pulled out six cars. But over at Poston's, they d y  
wuld plll three cars at a time, 

E: If they put them in the dryer, like they c ~ l l e  off the belt, I think 
every three cars they d d  put in, they had to hods th is  rope one 
because . . . I think here's &at was going on. I think than dryers held 
about nine cars, but then every t* they put in three cars, they'd hook 
this rope over the back. Lib that f i r s t  car that wmt in, they had to 
pull that rope back to get more. They'd pull it back so far and then the 
nerst ane m l d  go in, they'd have to  pull it back a little further unti l  
they got three cars in there. And then they'd go wer, and there'd be 
six that was already in there. 

A: 'ha the um on the other end, whm they got that car pulled on the 
other 4, he could pull it. I used to pull the dryer out there, 

E: I never did gull the dryer, I man, I 've been out there when A l  
Beatly pulled it. 

A: M11, I did abut everything out there kt farm. Wen I used to help 
at farmdng, clinker, and looking in there to get all them clinkers off of 
them bricks. That part hmd my eyes, so I didn't w n t  that job. But I 
did about everything else at the bridcyard, 

Q: This m s  when they *re using coal? 

A: Coal, yes, that's when they =re using coal. Then af ter  they started 
to us- gas, you didn't have no clinkers or nothing. 

E: Didn't they go to oil before t?aey m t  to gas? 

A: %s, o i l  and k gas. 
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E: I thoq#t they e n t  to  o i l ,  because I used to  see them big tanks. 

A: Big tariks, yes. They had tm up there. m y  went to  o i l  and then 
£ran o i l  to gas, but even w i t h  the o i l ,  they msn't like coal. &cause 
when they turned coal, they had t o  clean than clinkers off of the bricks, 
And them clinkers wuld be just like jel ly,  they was, you know, so hot. 
I didn't l ike that because you had to get than all off of than grates, 
1- in there ~ that red. It w s  just too nu& for me. It hurt nq 
eyes, k t  my eyes. I didn't like that, h t  everything else I had a 
part in, 

Q: Men you say yuu mrked with the dryer, tell us about &at you did 
with the dryer. 

A: Just, what I did m s  every once in a M l e ,  muld be pull the dryex 
on the end that the brick m s  corming out dry. But I never did put in  any 
green brick in, on the other end. I'd plll them out when they w s  dry, 
after they =re dried. That's about the end of my brick wrk, because 
most of my mrk w either in the &eeling gang or the setting gang, 
that's where I did the mst of my mrk at. 

Q: wen you were wheeling , . 
A: bel ing  m s  before they got taw mtors ,  that's W they had five 
IIlentoeachgang. I m r k e d i n t h t .  

E: You can tell her a b u t  how the l i t t le cars was made, you knw, that 
they put so m y  bricks on each side, 

A: It just a viheelbarruw, and you put fifty on each side--you W l e d  
a hundred brick--fifty on this side and f i f t y  on this side, and wheels i n  
the middle. You'd raise that up to a certain place, it muld very near 
t ry  to  roll i t s e l f ,  

E: If you didn't raise it up, it muld ro l l  you! 

A: Yes, if  you raised it up too hi& or get a little chip or sarethiqg 
up in there, you better turn it loose or  you'd be l a m  aver across it. 

Q: bhem =re yat wheeling it £ran? 

A: Fran emptying the kilns, tJheeling than to the yard or to the =of18 
or  trucks. See, e 'd load cars, w h e e l  than ri@t out of the kiln, put 
them right in the car, put than on a truck. 

E: &st of the days back there, they had mstly wagons, didn't they? 

A: Yes, mstly mgm. 

E: More ~ 0 1 1 8  than t h y  did have trucks, because they didn't have too 
m y  trUdCs. 

A: k e r e  always glad when the guys wuld cane out to get a load of 
brick, because when we 'd be wheeling than out of the kiln,  they'd help 
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you unload, You'd be loading on their won and that let you get back to 
the kiln quicker. You was wheeling, you law, by the thousands. You 
wasn't mrking by the day, it w s  all piece mrk, Yes, the setting gang 
rss qiece w*, and the he l ing  gang was piece rark, so that w y  you 
didn t have a boss standing over you a l l  the tine, because i f  p didn't 
do mthimg, you didn't get no-. You had to mrk to  mske your mmy. 
That was one of the nice things I almys liked about the brickyard, you 
didn't have a boss standing over yau all the titne. Mayb he'd c m  in, 
in the mrning, and tell you so many to put in a car or on a truck ox 
sm~th ing ,  Then dter that, you d d n ' t  see him no more. You'd put 
than in a car or out on the yard or on a truck or samething. Them after 
that, you d d n ' t  see him no mre. You'd put them in a car or out on 
the yard or on a truck. 

A: In a bomxr, boxcar, Like mst of the cars, e always plt 20,000 
brick. That muld take you a l l  day. They t e l l  m the boys out there now 
are takhg them tcrw motors and in half an hour or an bur, they can set 
20,000 in there. Just tm m, and it took five of us all  day to put 
20,000 in  a car, *eel% than by hand. 

E: Than tow mtors, they pick up five hundred of then at a tine. 

A: Than packages pick 'up ewt hundred bcause there's four W r e d  in a 
package ncrw, ane hundred in each section. There's a hundred in each 
section and it picks up four sections, that's fwr W r e d  on each side. 

E: I run a tuw mtor when Jhmy Handley wasn't there, like he'd take off 
a day or wmthing, and I'd run the taw ~mtor and set them out: on the 
yard, off that big belt, you knw, off the conveyor. 

A: Now, see, &ere they banded up them brick and things, they got that 
since I le f t  there, 

E: See, that didn't c a ~  in there until abut 1970. s d r e  alone: in 
there. - That hasn't been in there too long. Mzybe it crme in  therevin 
1969, 

A: See, *en = used to &eel it out of t h  kiln, the brick-+ell, it's 
still loose until they take than up there to be handed--but I thixik it 
was 635 brick in a pallet that we'd take out of the kiln and take to  the 
yard or to the boxcar, Naw, they've taken that sz m ~  machine and are 
pi- up eight hundred, taking it to the yard, to the bornax, or setting 
it on the truck. They just put a little mre t~wt on the back end of 
the tow =tor to b l d  thm dam, and picking up eight hundred. 

E: b s t l y  they don't even have to do that, They don't even have to put 
the might on there, because the mtor on the t a w  motor s i t s  on the bank 
of it and that wights it enough that it'll pack and pick up, 

A: Yes, you'd be surprised that w i t h  635 brick in fiat of you, it d e  
a difference. Just a little wight back here helped hold it dom, 
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E: Yes, I h m .  I run- out: thexe for a 1- time. That's what 1,was 
do@ when they quit, You knm, I 'd  have t o  go in and mrk on the belt, 
mayb one ox tm days, and then w 'd have to  go out in the yard, %y'd 
put n~ on a taw mtor ,  Bill McCo~ck put me out: there w i t h  a tow mtor 
before he l e f t ,  see, and I was just supposed to  be a yard man, running a 
tow mtor through the yard, picking up, and then hauling away the junk 
brick that d d  cclrpe out. 

khm they put that shale up out there, they put that there ring in there. 
Tnen they had to have hdcets sitting in the xing, so that they throwed 
all  the brdcm brick, and all what they called their bad brick, they 
t h r d  in these hdcets, Thm my job = to  haul them h&ts out and 
d q  them on a truck and take them aver to  be g r d  up or t o  be t h r e d  
in the hole. Scmetixes they ccs~le out so bad that they d d n ' t  grind 
than, so, i f  the brick m s  broke apart too bad and they stuck too bad, 
thm than brick they didn't grind. & had to take t h a  back aver and 
dmptheminalaole .  ~ t t h e o t h e r s t h a t v l ~ l s g o o d ~ t o g r i n d ,  
sonetin~s I'd have to  make tm different loads, you b, because if w 
got a lxlnch of bad ones that was stuck too bad, then they didn't writ . So I had to  make a d i f f e r a t  load so that I could take the good 
brick over so it could be g u n d  and they could mdw chips out of it. 

A: You hm Harry hbn, I think he l e f t  there about 1932 or 1933. k t  I 
bet if you'd seen him, that'd been & first thin% he muld have told yau 
about, me and that pand. 1 They got the b* st kick out of 
that, teasing me abut very near drming  wt there, t I never did go 
under. I WS fighting that water. 

Y 
E: I'll tell you something that happened to  mz out there. I4m-1 I first 
star ted  there, I w s  dom on the crane, you how John m s  rumkg the 
crane hat I 'd have t o  b the oiler.  It had been raining and there was a 
big puddle of mter, as big as this roannow, and it w s  cold that day. 
I walked m r  and I had a l i t t le fire going, and I walked over and kicked 
a gas can, W ~ I  I kicked that gas can, it splashed up on m and zoan, 
cau&t me on fire! Here I was, fighting this fire, trying to get it out. 
And the nure I 'd fan, the mre the Eire muld cane up, Then John hollered, 
"Jmp in the mter, jump in the water 1'' And I was just like a big f ish,  
swish, right in the mter . (laughter) And oh, that water! I about like 
t o  froze to death! I told John, I said, 'T 'm going home," He said, 'Qh, 
no, no, if you go hglle, you wn' t  get paid." He said, "Stay here." So I 
C ~ I E  up in the back of this free -11 where this motor was and dried 
myself off . 
A: Wlt that was one of the things everybody did a t  the old yard, because 
that pond w s  right that close. You could just walk out of the m i l l  and 
you d d n ' t  mlk no further than £ran here to out there to the street 
until you - dom at the pond. Everybody writ in there. kt ' s  see, 
tihat ws that old man's m m ~ ?  You how, that tnas out there, he m s  a 
policeman out there. After he got too old to  wlk, they give him a 
job-old mn Fountain-they give him a job as policanan to keep the kids 
out of this pond* 

He'd go down to the pond to run them out and they'd just jump in, swim an 
across on the other side. Wile he'd hme t o  go around t o  get where they 
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was at, and they'd swim back t o  the other side. That old man couldn't do 
nothing w i t h  them kids, h t  that's FJhat he m s  supposed to  do, keep & 
kids out of this pond. %ck, they'd just swim across to the other side 
and by the tim3 he'd walk around and get very near a r d  to than, they'd 
swim back across t o  th other side. (laughter) But: I think he mrked a t  
the brickyard until he got too old to  mrk. Seemed like they give him a 
dollar or a dollar and sonrething a day to  keep the kids out of the pord. 
But: he couldn't keep than out, 

Q: Ib yw mt to  tell us about &en you belonged to  the s e t t b g  gang? 

A: b11, I wrked in the se t t ing  gag .  After I quit the setting gang, 
that's d m ~  I mt t o  the -ling gang, and then frm the wheeling g a g ,  
to  the taw nrotor. There wm tm rren on each side. Now this time cJrmld 
be ray tlme to pitch a half of a car off to  the man up above, setting &em 
o n u p t o t h e t o p .  

Q: k s  this in the kiln? 

A: Yes, in the kiln, setting the green brick to be txlmed. Then, the 
next tinre, he'd go up and I 'd  have to  pitch to  him, There m s  four m 
t o  a kiln, and that's the way t h y  set the brick. I know there was o m  
t h ,  I don' t h o w  what happened, s a ~ t h i n g  happened that they had sent  
to Indiana and got smre guys just t o  se t  the brick. But that didn't last 
too long. In the old yard when Mr. Poston m s  talking about buying it, 
they brought us wer t o  his yard and we 'd been used to  settin% one and 
pitching me. And they had these new guys there and w built a bench up 
so high, jump up, and set it on to  the top. Next time muld be my t h  
t o  get up there and set. A guy . d d  j q  up and WE 'd say, 90, no. b 
pitch one and set one." And ve broke that stuff up, the setting was dm 
easiest and you -re d m  on that hot floor and the bards vas almys 
hot, by the  tin^ you empited a kiln, the setters muld go in and f i l l  it 
right back up again. The floors never did get a chance to get cool. 

Like in the wintertb, they'd cool off quick then, but during the sumrrer 
, . . and just like out here before I l e f t  here, you h o w  them big fans 
they got, ta wheel a ki ln  tarorrow. Now this evening after R 'd empty a 
kiln, well, m'd go take about three pallets out of the door and f l i p  
this big fan an. A l o t  of t h s ,  I 'd go in there and I 'd have t o  take a 
handkerchief a d  cover my nose and mth up. If you didn't, you couldn't 
get in there, inhaling that hot heat backing out of there. I just put a 
handkerchief a r d  my nose and mouth, go on in there and get than three 
out, and bok  that fan up there. Next morning, i t ' d  be ready to  wrk. 
Rut if you didn't do that, then &en you took t h a  brick, you couldn't 
mrk kcause after you'd--you how &re the holes's in  the middle-after 
you'd get to the middle and pull your steel over that hole, that heat 
cams abackjngup then, sure enough. That's the waym'd almys do that, 
get abut three pallets out so that fan d d  blm. 

E: But you had to go up on top and pull that lid. 

A: Yes, m had to take the top off ,  and then take three pallets out and 
hook the fan up. Campbell, w ' d  put the fan on the tow motor and take it 
around to the ki ln  door and set it dom, and he'd drag this cord a l l  
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around and plug it in. You seen them little boxes that got the switch 
in. Scm~body pushed that handle in and he caught ahold of that plug, to  
plug it in, and it knocked him dam. (laughter) After that, he draggd 
that cord around there, k t  l - ~  d d n ' t  never plug no mre in, I'd 
always have to go around there and plug it in, but I was sure that that 
handle m s  dow. 

Then Ern Bennett's father, he got electrocuted. Scrmebdy had shaved one 
of than in and he ws mrk- it and v m  paying no attention, and it 
knocked him out. I thou@& he w s  dead and nobody h m z d  f i r s t  aid or ' 

nnthimg, didn't knaw what: to  do. & was all standing there, he laying on 
the ground, just foanhg at the u w t h ,  and old n m  Burrington that r u n  
the coal mine wer a t  Mli t t le ,  he had satrething to  do with the hick 
caqmy b. I think he had a share or somthing in it. He was in the 
off ice and he care out there and tole Ehnett to turn his father over and 
pump him, By the time the mhlance got there, Ray had pretty ell 
brought him to. 

E: k t  nre ask you a few questions. After, like you said, they opened 
the door up, after they got the tow mtors, they didn't have to take than 
three pallets out thrw t-3me door. A l l  they did was take thsn tm doors 
dom, you know. 

A: bs,  they always had them t w  doors. You could set that fan after 
you took than t w  doors off, set the fan ri&t in the door. It 'd blow 
just up against that pallet, You had to take a couple out so that  air 
could go in there, and then it d d  circulate around the kiln a lot. 
You know, the last pallet ties just one, well, all  that fan muld do is 
blow the air up against that  pallet. But i£ you took that pallet and a 
c q l e  of mre out, it had a hole to  go in there, 

* E: M11, I guess they must have got to  settimg them different, after you 
l e f t  there because I can't remember them takinj~ any out. They just tore 
the doors dom, then they wmt and got the fan and set it in there, k t  
they set them kind of angled so they muld . . . 
A: The last pallet, when I m s  there, was always set  in straight, set 
right straight in the door, And you set  that fan in there, all it muld ' 

do is blow against that pallet. You had to take that out and then take 
out t w ~  mre. k ' d  take two more out and that wuld make a hole there so 
when this air mt in there, it had a chan,ce to  circulate. 

E: lhey wt have dane that &en I FJ~S there, but I didn't pay that 
rmch attention. k t  I thou&t they just had them sitting in there. 

A: See, W y  had a gooseneck on the back that b l m d  that heat out. 
That heat mt on to the dryer. 

E: k b n  I was there, I used to  have to  help tear the doors d m  and 
they'd always naake me off that l id,  the top and they'd make me go 
around and take out all the brick, n m  muld take the dampex out. 
The -1: was MZ the back where the gooseneck set. I never did have to 
take it out, 
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A: A l o t  of tinres, after PE pulled the brick around the pocket and take 
the top off and take three pallets out of the front, and then we'd go 
a r d  there to see whether the dmper w s  dam. Because if the damper 
ws do=, that fan, all it d d  do is blow that b t  out the hole a t  the 
top. But if the dmper m s  open, it m l d  blow that heat into the gooseneck 
and that muld go on to the dryex. That left mre heat going out the top 
than going out the gooseneck. 'Ihe gooseneck was drawing because that big 
fan we filing, and that d d  cool the ki ln  off pretty quick. 

Q: Tell us mre about the gooseneck. 

A: The gooseneck is what, after they b3m the k i ln  off, they take-- 
that 's  in the back--they tear a hole in there and put this gooseneck in 
and this gooseneck pulls that hot heat out of this k i ln  to  go t o  the 
dryer to dry them g r e a  bricks that c a ~  out of the m i l l ,  ain't that 
ri&t? 

E: That's right. I never did laow how they dxied them. 

A: See, like i f  the brickyard d d  start up tcnmrrm, they'd, chances 
are, light a kiln,  put a gooseneck on it. That's be pulling heat out of 
that kiln to  the dryers t o  dry the bridc. But after they get a few kilns 
krned off,  they plll the heat out: of the burnt kiln, that big fan that 
they got, it nrrns; that pulls the heat out of the k i ln  back to  the dryer 
t o  dry than w ~ t  bricks that's through the dryer. 

E: Yes, in other mrds, they could s- up tcnmmww, they could start 
mkhg the green brick at the press, like in the pig mill,  they could 
start making them there, But they'd still have to  1Wt a kiln s(3menhere. 
W l l ,  naw, i f  this k i ln  didn't have no brick i n  it, it would still  just  
b e . . .  

A: It m l d  just be a dmmy for the dryer. 

E: It d d  jus t  be a dunmy. They'd have to h i l d  the door up, they'd 
have to W d  up t m  doors in it, f i l l  up a11 the pockets and put this 
goose3nedc on the back and close the top on the top. 

A: Yes, and th is  big fan that pulls that heat from this k i ln  into the 
dryer and dry the brick. 

Q: Tell us mre about haw this gooseneck w s  made and h t  it was ma& 
of 

A: It's just made of heavy steel and light steel, the gooseneck. You , 

kncw what. the goosenecks ares they're just like an L, rnade just like m 
L. Say like the gooseneck is just  about this high, and n m  it'll go &an 
to the grad here and then this part goes into the kiln. bh dlways 
called them goosenecks. 

E: lhat thing I'm thinkhg about must be the pocket on the back, W ' s  
the square thing on the back of a kiln,  now xi&t at the back, they M e  
a slanting deal there. Is that part of the gooseneck? They have a big 
piece of mtal aver that. 
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A: A gooseneck's all uetal. 

E: kll, this here is part of the brick on the back of each kiln, they 
got this like door. 

A: Maybe that's s e t h i n g  new, lxt d x m  I was there, there was a door i n  
the back and a door, tm doors, me i n  each end. Juat like where the 
transfer track run along, see there had to be a door there for them when 
rn set by hand, because your transfer d d  run right up to the door and 
you'd have rails f rcm the transfer track on in to the kiln. You just run 
your car ri&t in the kiln, but naw see, with the tow mtors,  e mt in 
the other door, a r e  there was no transfer track, 

E: And then probably where there m s  a door on the back, you'd c- out 
the square but it m d d  slant off and it had a piece of mtal over that 
w i t h a . .  . 
A: I knuw d m t  you're talking about. 

E: I never knew what that m s  called. I ken there nine years, h t  I 
still didn't lazcxJ a t  it was. 

A: Did they tale that off and put the gooseneck back? 

E: I don't ramher putting a gooseneck in, kt it's a tunnel, kind of 
like a turmel deal. 

A: I'm sure that's part for the heat to  cane out of the kiln and go 
to  the dryer, It mi& have been for the stack,  I &nlt how. 

E: You know, there's three big stacks out there. 

A: The s a c k s  on the south side i a s  all on the do&. 

E: Yes, they 're on the dock, but they got tunnels. The smoke goes 
thr- this m e 1  to the stack. I used to have t o  go dow there samtims 
and help clean the -1 at. 

Q: Now that's another thing, Iwanted t ohow about the tunnels. Ihave 
heard abut the tunnels, kt I wanted to h o w  about than, 

A: ' Ihat 's  what they are, There's a tunnel to the smke stack, and then 
there's a tunnel that g&s on back to the dryer so this heat'll go back 
to  dry the green brick that the m i l l  makes, That's where they get their 
h&lt to dry. 

E: 'Ihe tunnels, they 're mde out of brick, ain' t they? 

A: Yes,  they're brick. You can get out in  t h a  and crawl all the w y ,  
a l l  wer tke brickyard because of them tunnels, It msn' t  hot, you 
d d n ' t  have to just lay dom. There w s  roau enough for you to  go 
right on &mgh there. Get on your hands and hees and crawl right on 
through. That is, if you didn't hit a brick chip or s-thing. ( l a t e r )  
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E: By now, one of them was liable to f a l l  off and hit you in the head or 
sarething like that. They wis made up out of brick and so maybe they 
w d d  be crcmbling, dried out so bad they might cnanble. 

A: Y e s ,  I hnaghe, because they've been there a long, long t b .  Just 
like than big stacks out: there. They've been there so long, smokestacks, 
they've h there so long, sonoe of them are begirming to fall to the 
ground. 

E: lhey had the snorkel out: there one year t o  put bands around the tap, 
earething like that. 

A: k11, the bricklayer, he used to have to keep them stacks up just the 
sam as he did the kilns. 

E: Yes, they used to  have a scaffold that he writ on and had to take 
them around it, and on the last, they didn't even have a bricklayer. Bob 
Abbott used to be the bricklayer out there. I thirik he finally finished 
one, bst: then they started another one and they never did get it finished. 

A: k, t h  years that I wrked at  the brickyard, I really enjoyed m&hg 
there. 

E: I always thought myself-I mxm just be-en KE and you--that they 
throwd amy enough brick that they could have hilt tw or three new 
kilns. mere on the beghning, they w s  really throwing amy s m  brick, 
before they got so they had those tubs to haul it in. You couldn't even 
hardly mlk a r d  in the yard before; them bricks wuld be laying on the 
yard. They let people ccnre in and haul them away for nothing, 

A: I rewahr *en I f i r s t  started out there, there m s  three m; Mr. 
Poston, old m Hale ws the brick salesm, and Austin Reese ws thekeeper, 
that m s  the officers. Out at Poston B r i c k  Yard there m s  three mn in 
the office there. 

Q: HaJ many e r e  there you started, btol? 

E: There was a b t  three out there Mr. Mtney and Pete Allen, he m s  a 
boss and a thdceeper, 

A: Wen I f iret started out there, they didn't have a whole office fu l l  
of help, like they got today. I mt out there at  the brickyard a lot of 
times, I told them that when I started wrk out here that there was 
three, Mr. Hale, Austin Reese, and Mr, Poston. Zhat v w  the office c m .  

E: This h t i n  Reese, didn't he mrk out there, wasn't he a salewnan? 

A: Hewspartomewatanetimeinthere. 

8: How long he'd been dead. Didn't he die? 

A: I thjsllc he did, he died. 
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E: I think he was some kin to SUE people att hare. 

A: His uncle was Roy Reese. 

E: Seem to me like there w s  some guy out there that m s  some kin to 
Pippins wt there in Buffalo, lxlt I can't tW what his narre was. 

A: It wasn't Pay Ibrley? 

E: No. ?his fellow m s  a salesman. They said he really sold brick, he 
really got around and sold bri& and stuff around here, And after he 
died, it s e d  like it kind of started going -11, I man fox sane 
reason or other. 

A: I 've seen a lot of different kinds of brick made out there. h e  
time, they made flue hick.  There m y  be scm of than still out there, 
tl-ey're wide on this end and then CUE to a point, They didn't make t w  
nHny of than. 

E: Like a triangle. 

I A: Yes, they made a few of ~JI=IL 

E: bhen did they start makiing that l i t t le brick, you know, they had a 
little brick. h t  did they call it? It ws long, and didn't they make 
a short one, too? See, your brick is only about f a  inches lag, but 
they just cut it in tm, 

A: YRs, abut two inches. I can't r&r, I knw d m t  you're talk- 
about k t  I can't r-r what they called it. 

E: Roanin, Roamin, msn ' t  i t ?  Because a~erybody used to get Roanitis 
wtzenever they had to care to m*. 

A: Yes. I believe that m s  what they called it. It was about tw i n h s  
thidc. 

E: Yes, the satru3 brick as the same normal brick, just a b u t  tm inches 
thick. I r&r when I first started, they m s  rxlaking s a ~  of those 
brick and they used to get on Leonard Davis, because *er they e n t  
to  make that brick, Leonard Davis muld lay off because they w hard t o  
handle, 

A: After t k y  Ere hrned, they wuld break so easy. They burned than 
hard, and they just as saw as glass when you'd mss with them a 
little Mt,  they'd break right in half, in tm. 

E: 'Ihey rnade a lot of yellow ones, tangerine or sa~ething like that, 
Oak bark and tangerines, They made s e  roofs of those tw, didn't they? 

A: No, I don't think so. They made mats, kt I don't think b y  made 
too m y  roofs, The xub brick m s  one of the old tim brick, old orighal 
brick, That m s  one of their main bricks years ago. 'Ilzey had red rose 
and then they had these, they'd take z b c  after the kiln hrnt off, why 
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then in each pocket, they'd put so much zinc in there and the smoke a d  
stuff go- outside d d  be bright greenish looking. Then when you'd 
take these brick out, they'd have a red spot on them, green, maybe  brow^, 
That kB8 your mbs, then. 

E: Wen that w i n d  b l e d  over those people's gardens out there, muld 
that k i l l  their gardens? 

A: I think gardeners straight east there and a t b ~  or tw, they was 
raising sand abut that smoke wrking on their gardens, Eht after they 
quit burning coal, I never did hear than hollering a dmle lo t  about 
that, when they started to hmbg gas. Ebt when they wts bum coal, 
why there'd be times they'd be £ussing about that m k e  killing their 
gardens and like that. 

Q: I d d  like to how a b u t  the different buildings and things that 
ere plt up w i t h  brick a r d  here made by Poston's. Ib you have any 
idea abut tbse?  

A: krine Bank was one, and this school out on--I had to  haul brick out 
there and that's been years ago--it was W s t  Grand and Laurel then. And 
they called it FkcArthur and Laurel now, I helped haul that brick out 
there. They hauled than out there w i t h  wagons and horses, You hcw,  
that's been a good m y  years back. 

E: I bet you that s c h ~ ~ l  house around Buffalo was built out of Poston's 
brick. 

A: I imagine so. 

E: There have been three different sets of school houses in Eiuffalo that 
I knaw of. h e  of them was rmt there where Stevens has got their house 
nuw, and that was an old, old school house, So I bet you Poston's sold a 
lot of brick there to lxlild h t .  But I got to  tear it dom. It seerned 
like to me, when I helped to tear it dam, sarne of the brick had Poston's 
nanae an it, like they used t o  do. b y  used to  put Poston's n m ~  on the 
brick. 

A: Yes, his JIZUIE m s  on it. You km, e vent up to  Chicago after my 
daughter, and she lived upsW.rs, and I ccm our: on the back porch and I 
seen these rapes, m door to them had a garage hilt out of Poston's 
rubs. And I writ dom there, I hew it was Poston's brick, and I looked 
at them right good, ht I couldn't get to see the back of them to  see his 
nam, hut I h e w  than WAS his rubbed brick up there i n  Wcago in that 
r e .  &a, sir, when I c- back here, I told sam of the bunch a t  I 
seen scllle of Poston's k i c k  up to Wcago and in a gargae, Hot as I pt 
them, I cauldn't forget them brick, 

E: If thiere w.s a bridc and you seen a h i l d i n g  samhere, you 
s ta r t  looking to see where it ctrme from. 

A: Yes, I sem these rubs, why, that's what d e  me go to looking 
more. And I d d  sure like to  have been able to  have todc one of them 
out of there and seen if Poston's n m  wasn't on the back of than. I bet 
it w s .  
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Q: Wen you say rub, what =re the rubs? 

A: A rub had cuts thrw it t h i s  w y  and cuts this m y ,  just like . . . 
E: k11, 1 can tell you &at a rub was made out of. 'Bey set a thing 
across the brick and they had little nails like drwe in this thing, and 
that  thing cut your brick. They cut: it on the side, on the top, and h y  
cut it on the skdes, on each side they cut it. The back side and the 
bottom side was flat. YE. bottom m s  flat b e w e  it had his naue on the 
b t t an .  The bottan side stayed flat and yau: ends and ywr top side d 
t k  brick was a l l  cut. Eut the rub machine WIS made jut like you put a 
nail here and a nail here, all the w y  across like this. 

A: l bn  your mats m s  a finer cut. 

E: Your mats m s  wires, see, it m s  a wire deal on a brush, and they had 
belts on this rol ler  and they'd r o l l  aver it w i t h  the bricks. W--h  
reason I can tell you a b u t  this is that I used to mix tbse things up, 
see, when I msn ' t  doing nothing else, l ike  on a rainy day and you cortldn't 
get outside before I wmt on the belt. k11, that  was my job; I 'd go 
over there and set and you'd have to  take about seven l i t t le wires and 
poke h thrmgh these iron buwsh, you law. They had these holes in 
than and you'd poke them through, and you had to  get them wen, see, so 
that W they put them an the IIlachine, they wuldn't dig in too deep on 
there. Wen you put: than on there, this 9 m t  along there and cut 
themand youhad, duwn at the lmttan, maybe ter anhour or so, you'd 
have a big bmh of c d s .  You'd just pick than curmbs up and thrown 
t h  back on the belt or  you know, they had that drag belt, you'd throw 
them back on the belt or sotrrethimg like that. 

Q: I want to talk t o  you abut political implications, b you knaw 
mything abut the political affa i rs  of the c q a n y  and wrking and 
contracts? 

A: No, I don't h o w  anything about that. A l l  I know is about the KO- 

part. ( laughter) 

Q: kll, I was told that there w s  a contractor w i t h  the state 
insisted that Postm plt down bricks that =re not what Poston wanted t o  
put down, because this s a t e  contractor evidently m t e d  cemmt streets 
rather than hi& streets, and that m s  what I m s  referring to  as poli t ical  
implications. 

A: PJo, I don't knaw about that. Since you mtioned it, I was just 
trying to think. No, I don't h o w  about that, 

Q: Those ki ldings  behind St. Patrick's are Poston Brick, aren't they? 

A: A l l  those brick houses? Oh yes, yes, a t  that time, behind St. Patrick's 
Church, all than brick houses thexe, than m s  Poston's Bricks--sell 
belly . 
E: lhat's when they poured .them too bad and they'd me11 up. 
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A: They'd mll up, and heck, we'd haul thm dam there and just dmq 
than. I don't think they cost a h l e  lot. Mr. Bell's hause, right 
across the street there, that's s w d l  bellies, you muldn't know it to 
look at it, it's a brick house. Were Mmty lives that's made out of 
e l l  bellies, and next time you go wer b r e  looking, just look, 

E: Yes, i£ you h o w  what a sm11 belly is, A sw11 belly, srme of 
them's that wide. Too rmch heat, I guess, on them, and mlls them, 
Heck, they cuuldn't sell than for a nmbr one brick, and they sold them 
for me11 bellies. There's a lo t  of buses, brick houses, put up here. 
NexL tim you go to frbaty's, just look at her house. It 's plt up out of 
swll bellies. 'Ihey just mll on side and then they get a l i t t l e  
flare, too. lhey ' 11 get flat, and ,mst ly on the backside is where the 
belly's at, If yau could tum that belly in, you got a good side on the 
outside. See, a brick wall's pt to  be eight inches wide and the guys 
who knew how to  wrk than, they could just v m k  than right in and get a 
good brick house cheap. 

E: I w d d  have liked to have bq$t s w  of those they had out here, 
they lurned up a kiln or tm, you knm, after Ted Reese le f t  there, and 
they =re m11 bellies. SUIE of t h  =re mll bellies and s e  of 
than =re gmd brick. I wanted to t ry  to get som of them, and saw of 
them =re stuck brick. k t  you had to go in there, you know, and beat 
than apart, break than loose. I wanted to get soroe of these and put scm 
of than around my house like that, lxlt I never did get around to doing 
it 

b t  they done with them, *y, they took than out there and ckanped them 
back in the hole, I dane it myself, I took them our: there and d-d 
than back in the hole. I done it myself, I took them out there and 
dmpd thm back in  the hole, and they said they'd let sam! big contractar 
CCE in there and use them for f i l l .  You know hrm they used to use them 
for f i l l ?  Sme of than brick m s  so hard, there d d n ' t  be no way i n  
the mrld that you could break them up. Anything muldn't go through 
than. 

A: I never thought about that, a l l  those houses dam there, back of St. 
Pat Is. 

Q: I imagine there's s m ~  in St. Patrick's b r c h .  

A: I don't l aow  about the church, k t  I do knw I hauled brick to than 
buses behind the church dam on 18th Street. A l l  them is smll bellies. 
Say, in the f i r s t  blodc, £ran the chruch going back south, then Monty 's 
house aver there, because her dad mded with the brickyard when they w s  
Imkbg than* 

E: Di.dnlt they intad to make than? 

A: No, no, that d d  k kilns tha t  d d  get avay frm than, get tw 
hot. Every t f m e  they bumed a kiln of sw11 bllies,  they =re losing 
mmey. No, that ws just a getmy. 
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E: Seems lile to me that there m s  sane canpany that--I mean it wxsn't 
Poston's--bt it seem 1% to ~IE there  as sorne other carapany that did 
make sell bellies for A i l e  and sell them. Maybe they wasn't trying to  
either, myb they WLS hwiq bad luck with the kiln. 

A: M11, they wasn't trying to h r n  them -11 bellies out: &re, k t  
that waa just the kilns getting away £ran them. A lot of people got gpod 
cheap brick h s  out of swell bellies, and half of the people don't even 
haw that they are swell bellies. 

E: A guy dam the street, you muldn't how that. 

A: Yau can leave here now and go by W t y  's house, you d d n ' t  kncrw 
that was mll bellies, kt that's a t  it's built out of. 

E: Just like, there's a lot of these houses been hilt around here nm, 
you d d n ' t  knaw that they was second hand brick either, h t  Poston's 
d d  sell the wrld out of second hand brick when we ms mrking out 
there. I i i k  they'd tear dam a building in Chicago, they'd clean them 
brick and send than dom here in a iron car, and they sold for more that 
what Preston was getting out of his new brick, good brick, 

Q: bkm you say a kiln getting away £ran them, what do you man? 

A: Getting too hot, A kiln didn't get up and walk, (laughter) it just 
had tm uuch fire under it and got too hot. 'Ihey 've got gauges on the 
walls nsrw, bt I imagine in those days, they didn't have ~ s e  gauges 
like they got today. They'd got in to mnbex ten kiln or nmber tm kiln 
and go to the mll and mrn it to  rmanber tm; it'll tell them just how 
nu.& heat'e on the kiln, man days they didn't have that. They wmt  in 
there, @ling that brick out here t h  door is and looking in there, 
through that hole there. They coudn't tell what they =re doing, 

E: ?hey didn't have anything like a microscope or anything that they 
could look in there and tell how hot that kiln m s ,  They jus t  had to go 
in there and look through that hole. 

A: I don't kww what you'd call it, but it wasn't rwclern tirnes then, 
like it is today. They got everything out there m. They don't have to 
guess hcrw mjlch h t ' s  on a kiln, they knw, All they got to  do is ,  i f  
it 's number one or  m m ~ r  tm, go in there to that box and turn it to one 
ox tm, and it'll tell than how m y  hundred degrees of heat is an that 
kiln. 

E: lks, Iknaw they got that. 

A: Years ago, they didn' t have that. I imgine that' s the reason they 
w a  getting so noany swell bellies. (1augh.ter) 

E: I just wnder how they told. Hcrw in the mrld could you tell when a 
kiln was getting too hot? 

A: I don't W ,  I really don't how because that msn't my line of 
w*. 
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E: Ww, like they had a guy at that t i r e  muld be like Ted Reese or 
samebody that read that thing, because I used to see him have a l i t t l e  
black r d  thing in his pocket he m s  carrying al l  the time. Jle wuld 
take that thing and you'd see him walk up to the kiln, tab it and look 
in there, 

A: Yes, pull that brick out and look in there. &It what  they got out 
there on the wall nm, he don't have to  look in there with that thing 
mw, he can just turn that knob and it'll tell him how many degrees of 
heat is an that kiln. 

E: W 1 ,  I know after he left there, I never seen nobody open one of 
those black things in the pocket, so Ted k s e  was there when e made 
brick years ago. He r u t  have been there *en he m s  l o o w  through 
this l i t t l e  thing. 

A: I m i n e  that w s  one of the thhgs that got used before they put 
this IIBcMm in. 

E: Yes, and &en Ted would go a r d  there and like, if he didn't w m t  
t o  go back to  the clock and look at the clock, he d d  just look through 
there w i t h  t h i s  l i t t l e  black thing and I guess he c d d  tell just exactly 
what he was really doing, ihm he did it, it rolled a r d  to a certain 
degree, I guess, and then he could tell just exactly h t  it was. I used 
to see him w i t h  this little thing i n  his pocket a lot, like a l i t t l e  
horse screw w i t h  a big round end on it, 

A: Yes, he'd take that thing on up to his eye and look in it. But Ted 
was a brick dryer. 

E: a, he = the best, I think, If he'd still have been there hrniag 
bxidc, Poston's might have been still going today. They kind of got mad 
at  him for scntru; reason ox another. J3im and B i l l  McCoy didn't get along 
together too good or s-thhg, kind of bickering back and forth. 

A: So I guess Teddy just sold him a little, because he told aoe way 
before he quit there that he'd wt him sane pmperty, 

h d  of Tape One 

E: Can you tell her anything about pulling the brick, you know, like out 
of the dryer and anything, like back when they used to do it with horses 
or pushed i t ,  the trolleys by hand? 

A: No, I never, all the tim that I out there, they always had 
electric trolleys to run, to  take the brick fran the dryer to the kilns 
to be lmnecl. They never did--& I m s  there--have horses and that, 
that I can remember. They might have bad it before my time, 

Q: Now these fifteen nren in five-- gangs that you talk about, what 
type of nrachinery replaced them? 



Ivory Caxter 19 

A: 'Ihese high l i f t s ,  tow motors. 'Ihan's the thhgs that they got. Ttm 
of than for the wheeling gang, that takes care of the fifteen men. Four 
m, tw TBXI on a tow motor, one to  run it and one as his helper. And 
the same m y  in the setting gang, ane ~llan t o  run the tow m t o r  and one 
~~lan did put the steel dam fran the run-on, you haw t o  keep from tea- 
up the bottom of the kilns. 

Q: Now, a setting gang, is that . . . 
A: lhat ws the setting gang and the wheeling gang, A wheeling gang had 
fifteen ~rren and the setting gang had mlve  m. 

Q: Now what did the setthg m do? I don't h o w  anything about the 
particulars. 

A: 'Ihat w e  to  put the green brick in the kilns to be hmd, and the 
-ling gang, after they rere burnt, takin than aut to  the yard or to  
the trucks or tagom or a tever  it a s ,  to  be taken and d i s t r ih ted .  

E: Did tk dieeling gang have anything t o  do with loading the trucks, 
l ike they used to  do years ago? You how, they used to load than by 
hand, yau r d r  w h a l  the boxcars cam in, they loaded everything. 

A: Yes, yes, ell, you take the -ling gang, Just say, i f  you e r e  
hauling brick mt there, then I 'd ro l l  the Wlbarrow load of bricks 
wer there. You'd help me unload that, so I could get back to the kiln 
to get another me. m s  almys glad to see a wagon or a tntck there 
to take sam brick because a nun w s  going to  help you unload. 

Q: Hcrw old =re you when you started? 

A: Seventeen d m ~  I started out there to hauling brick, and I wxked 
there lmti l  I m s  sirby-four. 

A: bs, 1917, let's see, it was during k r l d  M r  I, that's 1917, 1918- 
that's when I started to hauling brick wer there. k11, I had me other 
job outside of the brickyard and I wrked for the city frm 1937 t o  1939. 
'Ihe rest of my wrk has been at the brickyard, 

E: Ib youknaw anything about inside the m i l l ,  how the brick was made, 
like w used ta make than inside there? 

A: Yes, the shale cam wer there in big l q s  and they graund that 
shale up into dust, Then that m s  m b e d  into a mold and they c c a ~  through 
the press, and then the brick w s  cut. Thm the n m  in the m i l l  loaded 
than on cars to go the dryer. I don't know what the heat d d  
be on the dryer that they w m t  through, kt it took them about tw or 
three days to  go thou& that dryer. TZlen when they cam out on the 
o t k r  end, they Ere dry. 'Ihen they was ready for the setting gang, and 
then a£kr the setting gang took than and put than in the kilns and 
bmed h, then= t d c  thanout, took thanto the boxcars o r w q p s  or  
trucks or piled them on the yard. 
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E: Did you ever help unload any of the shale, l ike  wen they muld get 
it in the cars? Caning fran Indiana. 

A: I never did wrk out of the cars, but I todc the pick and pulled it 
an the belt to be ground to go upstairs. I did that, h t  I never did 
take none out of the cars. There used to  be three m back there, tm 
down below and me upstairs a r e  the screens m s  at. But I never did 
help unload, take none out: of the cars, After they dunped it in the bin, 
you had a pick to  pull it on this belt that ms taken it an to be g r d .  

E: I used to help take it out of the cars d m  I was there. 

A: ell, I never did. I never mrked in the mill, too rmch. 

E: b11, they had a crane that muld take and dip into the coal cars, 
and then the guy that muld be dom in there, s a r e t h ~ s  you'd have to 
take tw guys. A l o t  of tires it todc one to follow that crane up and 
scoop that d i r t  up out of there and clean it a l l  up. They'd help than 
get it out and then they'd unload Wt was it, three cars a day, wasn't 
it, that they used to t ry  t o  unload? 

A: I think so. See, I mrked there . . . 
E: It took three cars to make a day. 

A: b t  you're talking about naw is the f i r e  brick they sent in, the 
fire clay that they sent in. k11, they used to haul the shale in care, 
run r ight up tbat rap +re the trucks back up, and then Ehanp it in the 
bin. That ws the regular red shale that they have ri&t here now. &It 
what you're tal- about is fire clay that w s  shipped in there. 

E: Yes, I'm talkbg about the white and yellow that made the different 
colored brick. 

A: k11, I never did wrk in that. 

E: But, do you know any of the type of the brick that w s  made out here? 

A: I f i r s t  started, they didn't m3ke nathing kt red brick and face 
brick and mats. 

E: Yes, they made mts and smooth building bricks, camwxls. 

A: Yes, that ms about their m a i n  &a1 until the late years and then 
they started shipping this f i r e  clay in and w n t  to  d c h g  . . . 
E: W l l  naw, there's another kind of brick that they made and they 
started making that was about, a f l e r e d  brick. You haw, they had 
f lowrs  and little trees and stu£f in that Mck? 

A: Pley must have teen d c h g  them dter I le£t, Just like that oakboard 
brick, now that's a brick that ain't been made too long. I imagk since 
you started. 
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E: Oh, that was Lincoln Heatage brick, they called it, 'Ihey made 
a brick that had f l e r s  in it and then & l i t t le trees in it and 
then they put sand aver the top of it, you h o w ,  make thaa colored 
brick, pt sand over it. 

A: 'Ihey did that, I guess, af te r  I left there probably. 

E: I didn't howhrYw long they aaade it, k t  I how that they . . , 
A: Ihe main brick -st a smmth builder. They made a brick they called 
the birdie, it was a raught bridt , it had rubbed things an it. And 
mth truilders and camrm; them e r e  their main brick years ago. 

E: About the pave brick, did they d c e  those then? 

A: Paving brick? No, they never did make those at Poston's, they made 
than at Springfield Brick. That's all they used to make over at h 
Spriqf ie ld  Brickyard, was paving brick. 

A: Yes, I think big ones was thirteen pounds and then they made 
a tw ard a half inch paving brick. Then dxm they got ta place 
-re t k y  cmlch't sell anpre  of the paving brick, why then, that's 
when Poston bou@t that yard out, and that in 1928 and they brought 
us all wer to W s  yard. And we t~orked wex here W l e  and thm we 
went back wex there, and that one caqjht on Eire. The old Spring£ield 
Brickyard caught on fire and then e come back here and that's where 
I finished up my wrk in 1962, RQ$t there, 

Q: k l 1 ,  I thank you very mch. It's been very interesting. 

A: I hope that a t  I 've told yau--I kncrw it 's ~ truth-I hope it's 
all xight, k t  that ms my days fran 1917 up until 1962, that's &en 
I had to quit, 
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Esml Cook, Navanber 19, 1972, Buffalo, Illinois. 

Garnet- Cook, Intervieker, 

Q: E s t o l ,  d d  you mind tellimg us now? 

A: k11, I mr2ced at  Poston's about nine years. b n  I first started 
tbre, wt dawn in the hole, I greased the cradle that they had in the 
hole that dumped the dirt  out and broke it up to send up on trucks. 

Q: And was this just plain dirt or was this shale? 

A: k11, this w.s shale and clay and things that they had m i d  up. I 
think they mixed tmnty-five percent clay w i t h  a load of dirt to  send it 
to grind to  the mill. I wrked there for abut, oh, m y k  a couple of 
mntrhs dam there, And t b n  every once in a while, wz'd have to take 
tine out and go up and unload the cars that =re c* i n  frm Indiana 
which w s  the white clay and they mde buff brick out of it, I muld 
almys W e  to be in the car after the crane started it. I was the 
clean-up m in the cars. OE course, &enever they got a day out of the 
m i l l ,  -11 then, everybody w ~ t  hare. W l y  I wrked around to where I 
helped him smX5 with f m n g  the cars. mat w s  like the rldntenance man. 
He d d  be f a  the cars--like the wheels d d  go bad or . . . 
Q: This was repair mdc? 

A: Repair m&, yes. And I muld  grind off and then he w u l d  put the 
new slats an. I d d  grab the old slats off the cars and he d d  put 
new slats on the cars. lhen I mt up and mrked some in the bin, where 
the dirt  m s  ground real fine and you had s- rmtors to  wtch and you 
wuld have to watch t3-e bin to see that the dirt was caning throu& the 
shtes all ri&t, Sa~t inres ,  w ' d  choke up the shtes and you'd have to  
clean out the shute. Sanu3times you wuld have to get dam in this bin 
where the fine dirt .wezs at, and push it dom so that the pug m i l l  could 
get  it. 'Ihey d d  just be running and it muld just eat out a big hole 
in there and you'd have to get in there w i t h  a rod or shave1 or smthing 
and scoop it daJzl so that the m i l l  could go ahead and make their day's 
run. And then, I wrkd around as, kind of like the flunky b y  for a 
aile until the belt cam up. kt I man abut the belt caning up, is 
that they had to, mil, you had a bid on the belt and if  a man quit or he 
got sick and he couldn't wrk no mre they wuld have a bid on it, and I 
bidded for it and I finally got it. I wrked there the rest of my t imz 
until  t b  brickyard closed, off and on. 

%st of the tinae that I mrked there I was on the belt  and that's as far 
as I usually o t  until later years. lhey put me out on the yard and they 
started me of f on t o l l  board cleaning up behind, ~ 1 1 ,  I guess you'd ca l l  
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it the ring, that they had &re they scrapped the brick, ld~m I wrked 
in the mill, packing hi&, I think it ws around eight hundred bricks on 
a car, and I was on me side of the belt and there m s  six guys that done 
this. YQU had nhat you'd call a Mdy, you d d  be on one side and the 
other guy d d  be on the other side. You'd start in, he had to put tm 
hundred brick an his side and you put t w  hundred on your side and then 
t k y  wuld  m e  the car d m  a l i t t le  b i t  and then you'd put tm hundred 
more on and he'd plt tm hundred wre on. ell, no, m had to put £ow 
hundred instead of tm hundred, m put four hundred on a side bcause he 
d d  have four hundred an one side and then Ifhey d d  push t 3 ~  car &m 
and I wuld handle four hundred on one side. 

Q: Now d d  each me of than put four hundred on at a time? 

A: Yes, each one of us had four hundred hicks t o  put on each side of 
the car because you had to set them in a certain my. &e tk you set 
tm bricks on the rail and then you set a brick crossways and the next 
tisae you turned it across again. And you kept corrdng up until you got up 
towhere i tms,  I think itwas sevmbrickshighand then thatmade your 
£dl car, out of which d d  be a r d  ei&t hunclred bricks. I think ' 
that's the my it was, I don't really know for sure now, but that's &at 
I done for the biggest part of my the. 

Q: Those e r e  green brick? 

A: It was green brick. 

Q: And K&I they moved the car, you said mved around, where did they 
send it? 

A: ell, they muld take it l ike on the other side of the belt, there 
was a b x h  of q t y  cars and they d d  have to knock them dom. Wen 
you got your one car full, sombody pushed than under for you so you 
could start up with a new car and you just kept that up unti l  you got one 
W r e d  twmty-four cars. S i x  m had to get one hundred twenty-four 
cars a day. That was their quota, that w abut ninety-five thousand 
bricks at that tim, that day. bhat it ms, I mean, youmrked, it tam 
kind of like task wrk. You had to w x k  hard to make the day and as soon 
as you got your one hundred twnty-four cars, -11, you got to  go ham. 
Sorwtims you took tim out for your nine o'clock, ta m h u t e  break and 
then yau mt frm ten minutes . . . 
Q: W t  time did you start wrk in the m a ?  

A: Started wrk at seven o 'clock in the mrning and you wrked up until 
nine o'clock. Then p mt out for whatever you wanted to do for ten 
minutes. h d  you c a d  go do it, eat breakfast, do Fjhatsever you wanted 
to. At ten minutes after nine, you mt back to mwk and you mrked fxam 
ten minutes after nine until -1ve o'clock. Sooae days, i f  you =re 
lucky, y a ~  =re done by mlve o'clock; s e  days you had ta w1.k on 
through till om-thirty, tfjD o'clock, tm-thirty, sanetimes three-thirty, 
scmtirnes ve didn't make a day at all. I r&r tinoes when IPE cwldn't 
even ma& a day. Maybe the dirt muld be too wt or it care out tw bad 
and it w i l d  break up a lot of brick or lipn a lot  of grem brick over. 



Esbl Cook 3 

The brick d d n ' t  be straight and they muld saWAms cut the comers 
off and that d d  mke it bad for you, because yau couldn't pack them 
kind of brick, You had to let them go and maybe w m t  dawn in a hole, 
a t  they called a hole, mt back on the belt and then reground. 

Q: M e n  you say the belt, was this a cmeyor belt? 

A: That's a conveyor belt. k just called it the belt  but it 's a 
conveyer belt. And there was, l ike I said, there ms six guys that 
mrW this, There m s  t w  guys to each car; me on each side of the 
car, 

Q: lbrlced pretty fast, pretty hard? 

A: Oh, you had to mzk fast and you had to  mrk hard to  get your day's 
mrk done. I uean, you earned your mney, That's the reason why they 
had it set up that w y  because they how that you muld go ahead and do 
it and the faster that ~lun: m i l l  wuld kick them out. wll . the faster 
that you wuld get out.' I"-, you had to hack fhe'bridc; i f  you wrked 
on the front of the car the first thing of the mrning you had to  do what 
they called go ascnmd. You had t o  get-tm cars out to & rest of them 
one, 'Ihat makes it ctrme out one hundred mnty-four cars a day at  the 
end of the day, And then af ter  yuu got that, you wnt around once, then 
the rest of the tim you kind of float, as long as you stayed about three 
layers ahead of each of the other cars back of yau. But the guy an the 
end of the belt, when you got back there, ell, in the middle of the belt 
it was real easy there, You kind of got your rest back &en you was in 
the middle of the belt because if  you missed a brick, it was a l l  right, 
you knew you had t m  more s t o  catch it. Wlt then when you got on the P back end of the blt and i you i s  on the end of the belt you was supposed 
to catch every brick that cam back there that m s  good. You wasn't 
suppose to let none of them go. kll , a lot of t w s  yuu wuld be back 
there wrking and the guys d d  get to goofhag off up in the front end 
or something and then that d d  put the hard shift on the tm guys on 
the back, If you had a very poor Mdy on your side, he took the notion 
that he didn't want to  help pick up the bricks, well then, you was i n  
trouble. You had t o  t ry  t o  do whatever you c d d  and s-tinm you could 
get thm and sometimes you couldn't. So that's the my that thing mrked. 

Q: Did you always wrk in one spot? Or did you have turns an this 
front? 

A: m, yes ,  you had turns. If I started on the front I wrked the front 
that day and the next day I d d  b In the mi-ddle and the next day I 
d d  be on the end, Every three days you muld k back on the end is 
the my that it mrked out. meks yau d d  mrk, maybe, one day up 
on the front end and then tim if got back to you started the right my, 
maybe you wruldn't have to wrk that FJeek k t  maybe one tb, on the b& 
end. The bck end m s  the hardest thing of the belt. 'Ihere have been 
t h  that I mrked it three, four, five days i n  arm. And that Wfl 
b on account you had a floor buddy and muld t r y  t o  learn h im how t o  
pick up the bricks. 
up the bricks, well, 
He w i l d  pi& up his 

So, i f  you get a good buddy-that how to pi& 
it wasn't no trouble, it m s  just as easy as pie ,  
part and s e t h s  you d d  overdo it but if you 

i 
1 
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got too far ahead of you on the end of the belt, u d l ,  when he d d  ~ e t  
out he muld have to stop because you wuld be still back there and 
trying to s t  yours out, so that muld make it pretty hard on you because 
you'd have to  mrk so mxch harder t o  get yours out and t ry  to  catch up 
with him. So I a l m p  tried to have the guy that tried to go out together 
as rntch as w can, whenever I uxked on the back end of the belt. Up on 
the front end it doesn't make any difference. It made a difference, %t 
rnade a hardship an the others if ym mt out: too early kt i f  you didn't 
go a t  W early, wll tfaen, maybe five or six bricks ahead of time 
because you usually had t o  go out, the guy - on the right hand side of 
the car, he usually had to  go out a l i t t le b i t  ahead of the other one 
because he always had to bend dom and pick up the sticks so the car to 
ro l l  d o m e  

Q: l h i s  stick m s  like a brake? 

A: k11, yes, used it like a brake, It blocked. It blocked cars, keep 
£ran rolling any farther dom. And when I m s  mrking outside on the 
t m m t o r ,  naw, why, that there's a different thing. I mean, I wnt 
around on the yard and picked up the jdc  bricks and then I had a trudc, 
a ckmp truck, that I picked up the old brick h and todc thein aver, 
After I d d  get a load, which trucks s-tirnes d d  hold faur, f iva 
tanks of bricks, or baskets you call than and then I m l d  take the tmdc 
aver to the hole and chmp it, which w s  abut tm or three miles away 
fran the brickyard. And then I muld bring the truck back and park it 
and then I ' d  go up around the ring and I d d  get the baskets up them 
and dunp them. Scu~tirnes I wuld take them and d u p  t h  where they ~azs 
ground up for chip brick, and if  the brick msn't good emu& for that;, 
then I m l d  dtmp than dmm in the hole where they a s  just tshrmd m y .  
Covered up s ~ t ~ s .  I don't how t m  rmch rare I could t e l l  you abmt 
it. I man, that's about all I know, &atwer they ask TIE to  do most of 
the tine, that's what I done, Mxm they f i r s t  started out they wed rn 
make h t  they had a sand brick that they made every so often and they 
d d  put sand on top of the kilns, heat this sand to  dry it. A lo t  of 
times I d d  go i n  very early of a mming and I would scoop this sand 
off into a wheelbarrow and take it up and s i f t  it so they could get all 
the rough sand out of it so the sand muld be nice and smooth, so it 
muld go thou& the popper that they paus it i n  to  go an top of the 
brick. Sanettmes, you'd have to  plt a coloring in it. I don't how d ~ t  
they did call that color kt they called it a colorimg. They had a MIE 
for it. lSnd then s a d m e s ,  I had to carry sane b e r h .  Xhat's the 
stuff that they put in the brick t o  help make than stick together, and 
make them mre tighter. 

Q: Men yau said color, are you talking about the red color that you 
used to get in your clothes? 

A: %t's right. That's the coloring. And then s o m t h s  this coloring 
wuld be black or s a t ~ t b s  it d d  be red or smetinoes it d d  be 
Wte. Thy had several different kinds of brick that they made t o  
this stuff an. And there has been times tha t  I d d  be on the yard ap: 
sanething and they'd mt s e b o d y  to f i l l  brushes. I muld go up and I 
d d  f i l l  bzuaks, that's steel brushes. That's FJhat they lnade mat 
bricks aut of, h d  you had to take and pit: in several l i t t l e  wires in 
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each one of these little holes and bznd them down and get every one of 
than wen so that they d d n ' t  dig into the brick when they did get than 
set. They had to be even so that W they turned aver, muld scratch a 
place on the brick, Ncw, these e r e  green brick, wuld scratch a place 
on th is  green brick and make it so it muld be h t  they called a mat. 
It trxxsld scratch it on the top of the brick and then scratch it on the 
sides of the brick, And -times e ' d  have as many as tmnty-five and 
th i r ty  of those things to make up, 

Q: Now these l i t t l e  scratches e r e  r e d l y  a design? 

A: Yes, that was the desigll, that was the d e s w  for it, And then 
sanetines &en we wuld get through on a belt, w e  muld get averthe. 
You muld have to change the head of the pug m i l l  i f  you go to  a No- 
brick or you'd have to -e it to go to  a stxdard brick and soaretimas 
you'd have to put on a road nx3chine. kybe you'd have to  put an the sand 
machines, or just anything that catre out they asked you to  do. Like if 
they was changhg aver like that sm%imes you had to help change the 
cutter, Wch is a great big outfi t  w i t h  lots of wires in it, they cut 
different sizes of brick. Srmeths  it took five and six guys to &aqe 
this thing. Ybu had to plt it up on a big hoist. You had to  pull it up 
on a big hoist up in  the top and take it dom to the end of the belt, plt 
it on a caw and *el it over into the back roan. 'Ihen you got another 
one aver there and wheeled it bdc, put it on this hoist and pulled it up 
and take it back up. 

Q: Are you talking abut a cutter? 

A: I 'm talking a b u t  a cut&. 

Q: That's t k  wAhe that did the cutting, You changed cutters, 

A: Changed cutters, that's right. You had t o  change cutters for 
different types of brick you're d c i n g ,  If you're mking a standard 
brick, w e l l ,  i t 's  got to  be a standard cutter. I£ you're making a No- 
brick it 's got to be a Norman cutter. If  you're making a Roman brick, 
it's got to be a R m  cutter, 

Q: Clh, d m  you speak of these different: brick can you tell us h t  they 
lmk like? Say uhen you say a R a m  bridc, a t  did it look like? 

A: b11, a Itman brick m s  just about half tbe size as a Norman brick. 

Q: ell, let's hear about sizes. 

A: ell, about ttm inches wide and about, oh, I don't how Wt a Noxrnan 
brick is, I guess mybe . , . about fifteen inches, I guess. Heck, I 
don't how just exactly what they are. I don't remrnber making any 
standard Rrnrran bricks k t  i f  they do, the standard briick d d  be, I 
t W  it's eight inches long, It 's about four inches wide or three and a 
m r *  I don't h o w  which kst whatever FJhich way it is, w e l l ,  then, 
this wire to& just a b u t  ha15 of it to make a Rman out of it. And 
dmnever you m s  making your mat brick, well tbn, you had this wire 
brushes, 33 you m s  malclLng rug brick, wll then, you had th is  r ig  that 
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you put on that looked like nails m s  in it and it writ on top of the 
bricks and scratched l i t t l e  lines in it, It d d  have the sanre thing on 
the sides that scratched them an the sides. And when the thing cane d m  
to  cut it, a y  , the desigfl w s  already there, So w cane on dom and you 
had to put them on the car, 

Q: Yau had to be careful about not m i r i n g  or w s  it bard enough that , . 
A: kl1 yes. bs t  of the t h  your brick was hard emu& that you 
didn't put too rmch of a print in it kt sa~times you did. Sorrretimes 
the kicks d d  get printed. If a m squeezed than a l i t t l e  too hard, 
why, yau wuld get a fingerprint in it. They kind of liked for yau t o  r 
keep your fingers out of them as much as possible, So aamttiws it 
couldn't be helped, 

Q: b11 m, you talk abmt different types like Raman and m t s  and a l l ,  
did p make other designs other than that? 

A: k11, w rnade &at they cal l  Lincoln Heritage and that thing m s  made 
w i t h  rollers like ht t  it had l i t t l e  trees and l i t t l e  offsettings and all 
kinds of pretty l i t t le  designs on it and v k n  the brick mt through, 
this thing could ro l l  over the top of it and that made a print in the 
brick. I t ~ ~ ~ t h i n g s o n t h e s ~ e o f t h e b r i c k a n d t h a t m a d e  
the print in there, &at design was on there for it to  do, that was what 
the design c a ~  out. And they sprinkled sand, Xhey had the sand machine 
over, they sprinkled different kinds of sand on it. Sarnet-s i t ' d  b 
uhite sand, s ~ t ~ s  it's te black, s a w t i m s  i t ' d  be red, and you just 
didn't knrrw what color it wmld be when it cam aut. h t i r n e s  they'd 
make maybe, oh, fifty or s*y of them wuld be red and the next t i m e  be 
black, atad the next tirne be ~ t e ,  and sm~times i t ' d  be all three at one 
tb~e.  You didn't ktlc;rw a c h  one was caning aut , You just picked t h e n  up 
and put than on the cars whatever w y  they crme out. 

Q: These =re still green but they e r e  these different colors? 

A: Yes, yes, They PXW still green and different colors. And then, oh, 
I ' m  t rybg  think of the Norman's, You could make a mat Norman or 
could make a bolt badc NO-. Now your oak bark No- m s  a, well, it 
a s  kind of on the same thing as a tree like hst it m s  just a big press 
thing there that just made oak, you kncm, just kind of tore it up and 
madekindof anoaklooking. .  . . 

A: Yes, -thing like a tree bark on the brick. And they done the same 
thing on the t.FJt, sides as they done on the top. The h i ck  d d  ro l l  out 
and you d d  pick them up and put them on your car. OF course, your 
Normans were the long hick, I don't know &at, I t W  they nnxst k a 
foot l o 9  or sanething like that, I don't imar. Gets it right at  it. 
And they re the s a ~  size, the sarne width as your other brick kt only 
just a longer hick.  Qle of them was a three b l e  brick and the other 
one's a five hole brick. Y o u r  five hole brick is your Normn's, your 
three hole brick is your standard brick. 
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Q: W ' d  you get the holes in them? 

A: Wen you got your pug mill and you changing your head on yaur pug 
mill, wd1, you have your, it's like a little fork made thing that: goes 
in there and it's got the holes, Men that d i r t  cmes through there that 
Wfe an that pug mill kind of goes in there and makes a hole in there. 
I don't knrJw just haw you wuld make your holes in your brick as they 
cane out, Wlen the soft dirt cane out, well, your holes are already in 
the brick when they crme through. Wen the cutter cut than, you had your 
brick and mtever design you ere going to make that. 

Q: And the cutter cuts than w i t h  wire? 

A: atter cuts them with wire, Sarnetimes the wire would break up. 'Ihe 
cutter ws a dangerous mchine. And couldn't everybody run the cutter 
because s a n e t h s  it was, if you uasn't a pretty good size man, tall man, 
if you m a short m, it w s  hard to handle the cutter, real hard to 
handle it, If you m s  tall and big mough to tak~ that wrench and get 
than wires jn them *ile that thing was running, wll, yau was in good 
shape. If not, vhy, you're liable to be hung up in it, That's the only 
thing I can say about the cutter. I never did run the cutter. I stayed 
away frm the cutter as much as possible. I d g h t  give sambody else the ' 
devil for running the cutter, if it didn't c a x ~  out right, b3t I didn't 
fool w i t h  the cutter too mch. I didn't fool w i t h  the pug mill any up 
there, I man, the guy that run the pug mill, that was his job. J3e had 
to knaw hcrw mu& water to put in the brick, had to l a o w  how much anicafye 
to let into the brick and he had to lmm .- . , 

A: ell, anicafye is a liquid form @at they used to use in the brick, 
I don't know whether they still use it. It sem to noe that in later 
years they quit using it. It m s  Mnd of a substance like a mlasses, or 
sorrrething, It made the brick stick together, too. 

Q: Sort of an adhesive, then. 

A: Yes, it sort of . . . 
A: Paste, or samething. 

A: Something like that. It used to come in great big semi-trailer 
trucks. And it m s  a livid form and they d d  punp it into a great big 
tank and k PE d d  use, and use for quite a &ile before w 'd ever 
get it wed up, And then they'd order another big truck load of it, 
It 's d m t  t k y  called anicafye, bht I always called it, I guess it m s  
the right has3 for it. The beriwnms a white substance like a powkr, 
or like flu. It was definitely poison, I think, I don't think you 
could, you k, you couldn't eat it or nothing like that because I ,thirik 
it d d  kill you, 

Theykna7 t l aeg ly tha tn ln thep lgmi l1 ,  ~ h a d t o p l t i n s o ~ o f i t ,  
and then he had tx laow how IIUCh of this other stuff to go in. In later 
years, they used to just take and carry it up and put it in boms and the 
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guy that was up there, he had to  scoop it into a lit t le machine like that 
he had up there. And then he let that one run full .  &lr: then i n  later 
years they got to &re they'd take it and gut it in a rahu. They made 
a mizr of s m ~  kind and put a m t o r  on it and the mtor mixed it up w i t h  
so rmch wter and then they had it where it wuld pump over into the pug 
mill . 
Q: And just mixed all of these other . . . 
A: No, it jus t  mixed the one. It just mixed the berim, 

Q: Oh, it just e d  the b e r h .  

A: Berium, You lkarp in seven or eight sacks of berium and mixed it w i t h  
abwt, I don't buw, tw or t h e e  hundred gallons of mter, I guess. 
'Ihat made t k ~  herb mrk in there, 

Q: Didn't you use t o  have to take the berim up there? 

A: ell, we used to  have to  carry the brim up there, kt thm &en 
they got it around to where they'd be using it in the machirie, why, 
*ever m s  waking overtime, a l o t  of times they m l d  carry the beriun 
dom and duq it into this machine. I carried a lot of it around there 
and dmpd it up in this tllachine, Oh, I've done just a t e v e r  they want 
rrre to  do, that's a t  I uslxally do. I never had no trouble with nobody. 
So, that's my l i f e  with the brickyard. 

Q: k11, thank you very mch. If you've told xne everything, I appreciate 
it, (tape stopped) 

A: k11, I happened to  think of sanething else. I wed t o  go up and 
help than d r i l l  so they could dynamite to blow the d i r t  dom t o  rmke the 
kick out of. k ' d  take a greak big truck up on the hill and had a 
drilling rig on it and what I used to have to do is help take the bits 
and prt than on to dr i l l .  Each bit I think m s  around a b u t ,  oh, I 'd say 
around about ten or  fifteen feet long, And m had five of them that we 
had ta change and we drilled dam into, no, E backed this truck up real 
close, as close as yw could get without dump- it over. TZlen they had 
a rigging on it that you stood inside of it and vhile this t h i q  was 
dril l ing down there yau had to  take a shovel and you scooped back so rauch 
of the clay dirt back out of the m y  f r m  the bits .  You kept this up 
until you dri l led clear do- to the five bits. liken you got to  the 
bottom one you star ted  to pull them up. And you'd have t o  pull them up 
and take each bit off. Each b i t  carte up m ' d  have to  take it off until 
yau got the five bits c q l e t e l y  back up out of the hole. ?hen maybe 
s c a ~ t b ~ ~ ~  you d d  d r i l l  three holes i n  one day, That d d  take you 
a l l  day to drill three holes. After you got than drilled, then, you pqt 
your d-te or whatever yau wanted to. Put yous dynamite in there a@ 
your podex and then you scoop this real fine d i r t  back in on top of it, 
that's what they ca l l  packing it. And you d a ~  this to  all three hole+ 
Then they used to  have t o  call over £ran the state hilding rn get a w d  
to tell than that they m s  getting ready to blm. Wen they got the wed 
that they could go, ell, then . . . 



Q: They had to get pemdssFon. 

A: Theyhad to let themknuwat the statehilding, m a t  thenew 
state  kuildimg, that: they m s  go- to blm. And tell them about wbat 
tine they w s  going to blw. I guess it m s  &enever they wuld blow it 
muld scare the people or s m t h i n g  over there, shake the lxlilding or 
something a little bi t  or s ~ ~ .  I don't know what it w s  over there 
that they had to do k t  they had to call and let than b o w  they w s  going 
to do this. And they'd wen do this mybe abut once every tm or three 
weks that e ' d  have go do this, I man, s a t h s  I d d n ' t  have to go 
and they'd send samebody else. But mst of the tire if I was free enough, 
srklsn't wrking the be l t  or no-, well then, they d d  send m to do 
this job. And that's a11 I could tell you abut  that. It was a job that 
had to be done. That m s  it. 

End of Tape 
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A: I star ted mrking at Poston's in 1969, July 3. I started out sifting 
sand-just like everybody else when they first start--and mrking inside 
the mill; looking around, longing to do just odd jobs in & mill, c l e .  
up, scooping up brick bats that vieren't any good. Then the f o r m  c e  
uy to m and said he m t e d  to try me out on the cutter. I said, 'Way, 
I 11 t r y  anything one  tin^," I tried it; he asked trre huw I liked it at 
the end of the day and I said, 'Zt wasn't bad." And I found out h t  I 
did that day is have to learn all by my o m  self because there msn't 
anybody in there that I could learn abut it, The gcxy that hew about 
the cutter retired. They had to have a cutter man to run it. 

I guess I'll just tell you what  this cutter's all about. lhen I first 
looked at it, I m s  kind of scaxed of it. My dad mr2ced there and said 
it mas too rmch for hjm. & didn't want anything to do w i t h  it. It was 
just a wire cutter that cut clay brick, TZlis brick ccm out: the pug mill 
and they mre clay. It msn't actually bri& then, it a s  a bar, It 
d d  cane mt and it d d  be clay, soft clay, It w i l d  run dom through 
a m e d  gut, putting the texture on it if you =re going to make the 
smmth brick or textured brick, whichever, The m m t h  bri& vmld go 
down thrOugh the cutter. Ihe standard cutter had four bars, benty wires 
to a bar, and it t as  the quickest m e  of the t w  cutters. It vas the 
easiest one to wire, really. 

Anpys ,  this cutter measured off the brick--oh, a h i c k  's about tw or 
naayh thxee inches wide. It d d  c u e  dom and masure th is  out for 
txnty wires at a t h ,  A trip belt muld trip, the cutter muld start 
to rmve, and mke a cut. Now a£ter it canpleted this cut, it d d  trip 
again and  car^ back to its setting place until the bar got dow far 
am@ to cut again, You'd break wire in th is  cutter,  qu i t e  a few wires 
d d  break aut of it. You had to take the broken wire out and put 
another w i r e  in before the cutter d d  go an to make another cut, lhis 
figured out the cutter rnade fifty-six or fifty-seven cuts--I forgot aich 
---per minute, so like the cutter was making a cut just about every 
second. It muld just click, click, click, all day long until you got 
95,000 bricks. It really vent all day, that's the reason I kind of like 
it. I was on a pass job w i t h  the rest of  the at the mill. As long 
as you got your 95,000 passed, ycru got than. The quicker you got ping, 
the quichx you got to go h. Just mting to get out like everybody 
else did, I l e a d  it. 

Ihen one of these wires muld bust out, you'd snatch it out and put one 
in, The first few t b s  I did it I m s  a little b i t  nervous. The 



Mark Cook 2 

foreman t;old m, 'Take it easy, b n ' t  get too awful excited." Because I 
WB going to hurt. He said, 'You're go- to have to be calm d th  it, 
It 's the boss, and you're being young and hardheaded." I went ahead and 
MLS cautious w i t h  it, but I was still not be- calm e n w .  

Q: k e n  you started off, how old e r e  you? You said you =re youq. 

A: I was eighteen when I started on it, and I 'm not speaking of being 
young, Ldke all the guys that  I was wnrking w i t h  there, there wasn't m y  
of than under the age of thirty. I ms the only single man mrking there 
at  Poston's at the time, a l l  thre years I mrked there, t o  tell you t b  
truth, 

Wlt I was w x k h g  with it and I thought I was being p r e t t y  cautious, but 
I got a little bi t  off beat putting the wire back in, the cutter mat cut 
and took the sleeve off my shirt, Right tM, I got bound and determined 
that me and this cutter m s  go- to  have a talk. (laughter) I *ss 
going to learn it or else! That s tJhen I learned it, to  where I could 
wire it pretty good, and I used to play w i t h  it a lot  then. 

Q: UEII you say wire it, how many wires did you pit through? 

A: There'd be t m t y  wires to a bar, four bars to the cutter. And you'd 
pick up a M l e  of wires, there'd be 250 wires to  a txmdle, and during 
ttre caurse of a day, I might use tm, maybe three bdles. k ' d  still be 
going lwm about noon, one o'clock, sawhere  around in  there. At f i r s t ,  
couple or three W l e s  of wires going thr@ the cutter, the f i r s t  year 
I worked there, about the f i r s t  three mths, I was pretty slow, If I 
bad to go thmq& tm hmdles of wires, I was hurting because w didn't 
make the t b  w wanted, k 'd make & day, but it w d d  be about three 
o'clock and then we'd have to go another half hour and yau d d n ' t  have 
made 95,000 brick. 

'Ihe guys m t e d  to go, they w s  kind of disappointed because the guys on 
the b e l t  depended on the man up on the c u t t e r  to get out and make their 
day and get going, A l o t  of guys mrked the belt had second jobs to  go 
to, WB wrking night jobs along w i t h  mrking during the day. 

Q: Didn't yau give the belt a t r y?  

Q: You didn't like that? 

A: No, I liked it, it m s  all  r w t .  It m s  just too rmch mdc involved. 

Q: You like the cutter better. 

A: Ybu see, after you'd load the cutter and yau f ind out h t  it 's a l l  
abut an3 you start learning the reason why it does this, and the reason 
it does that, &re YOU can fix it as it 'a ruxming , without having to  
slut it off. Let's say, like, you're n.mning and everything is starting 
to rcxn smooth and you're getting clean dirt, no racks caning down, maybe 
you might break the wire out once every tw or three rnirrutes. & e m ' s  
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mmbg real smooth, hich happens quite a li t t le b i t ,  and you get to 
pmchin% out about m t y - t m  or tmty- three  an hour. That's dxm 
you're making your tire right. If s ~ t h b g  happens with the cutter, 
let's say like it 's making this cut kt it's not stopping in the proper 
position and you're 1eavb.g a l i t t le mark on & brick. kll, at f i r s t ,  
I 'd have to  stop the whole mchine, shut do= the whole machine, shut: off 
the pug, the belt, the cutter and everything so I could straighten it 
out. Then after I E d  out: about it, exactly &at all I m s  doing, it 
wasn't really necessary to shut d m  the *ole mchine because you d d  
just reach over it, reach around it over on the other side, it migh t  be 
right nerd to you, just a li t t le adjusbnent, s b p  doing what it m s  doing 
andrunmthraugh. 

The guys d d  pick up the brick that w s  marred, they start pickrzlg up 
the good brick as it cam dom. They'd also let you know whenever smthQg 
mt wrong, like if you didn't know, like on mat bricks again, These 
little brushes, there wire brushes and you fold than and there's six 
wires that you folded aver. There wuld be wive ends poking through 
this hole in this bar. 'ilae bar m s  about, oh, eleven inches long maybe. 
And you'd £ill these bars and there'd be three holes across, about an 
inch and a half wide, all the my across it. The holes d d  be just as 
close as yau possibly could get them without drilling canplekly thr , 
just  making one big hole dom on the bar. You'd f i l l  up this brush 2 
you'd p t  it on and make a mat brick, make it. CX1 a l o t  of your new 
bi ldings  that yau go up to, you'd be able to see it, it looked like 
soxxebody's taken a wire brush and rubkd it along t h ~  side of the bi ld ing .  
That's the xaat texture of it. 

These little wires cane dew and they'd get on ylatirnm, which m l d  b 
btm the brick, and beside the cutter, 'Ihey d leave a li t t le tiny 
hairline in the brick Mch makes the brick no good. The guys on the 
belt d d  ca l l  out, "Ere in it!" And I'd either have to shut it off, 
t ry  to get it out, 'Ihe f i r s t  year I ran, I only ran the cutter about 
four mmths and then mnt back a second t* and ran it about six mnth~,  
and the third t h ,  I ran nine mmths. I really didn't have enough 
q r i e n c e  on the cutter to where I f e l t  that I rnas good, I£ we'd kept 
rolling and everything, I felt I might  learn it like sane of the older 
guys had, %re's one guy there that everybdy always talked abuut to 
me, told IIX? he w the greatest, I always m t e d  to neet the man, I 
never have met him yet. 

A: Art  Mmn, supposed t o  be one of the better cutter m, 

Q: Although they said that you l e a d  it faatex than he did, didn't 
*Y? 

A: Yes, this last year, some of the older guys had been there for abut, 
let 's see, fifteen, m t y  , maybe twmty-five years, they m s  wrlcing 
m t y - w e n  guys. 'Ihat was all the guys that w s  mrkFng i n  the *ole 
yard. There w a lot of guys that had k n  outside the l as t  f ive years, 
wrking taw mtors , brick setters. They'd start out at six o'clock in 
the mming. and w h m  they set 124 cars in the kilns to  be fired, to  be 


















































