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Preface

' This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Garnetta Cook for the Oral History Office on November 1, 1972,
Kathryn Back transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the transcript.

Ivory Carter was employed by the Poston Brick Company of Springfield,
I1linois from 1917 to 1962. In this memoir, Mr. Carter describes the
different jobs he held at the Poston Brick Company and the changes in
the machinery over the years. Mr. Carter also discusses brick making
and the different kinds of bricks.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing fram the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708,




Ivoxy Carter, November 1, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Gametta Cook, Interviewer.

Q: Today we're going to have an interview with Mr, Ivory Carter, a
long-time employee of Poston Brick Company. Mr. Carter has lived in
Springfield for many years, He has a lot of experience with the brick
company, and I think he can give us a lot of information.

A: I started at Poston's in about 1917 hauling brick away from Poston
Brick Company. And then, when I first started to working at the plant,
it was at the Springfield Paving Brickyard, and then in 1928, Mr. Poston
bought the Springfield Paving Brickyard and brought us all over to his
yard. I worked there for the rest of my days except I had one other job
in 1937, I went to the city and worked from 1937 to 1939, and I went
back to the brickyard. That's where I put the rest of my time in, at
Poston Brick Compary.

Q: How long were you there?

A: Well, I started out there 1917 and I worked there until 1962; that's
when I had the heart attack. That was my last work that I ever did.
(laughter) What is that, Estol telling on me?

Q: Well, he just asked me to ask you about the Qond and the logs, and
all. He just mentioned it to me; he thought you'd be able to tell us.

(laughter)

A: Well, whenever the brickyard or the mill would break down, that would
stop the setting gang, and then we'd all go to the pond. I had a board,
-and I was on this board, and Harry Mann, and I think Roy Kirby. I couldn't -
swim and that poncl was deep. But I was riding this board (laughter) and
Bob Kennedy--he's dead now--he swam up by me and forced that board out
and forced that board out from under me, (laughter) and Roy and Harry
helped me get out. When I got my feet on to where I could bitch about
it, (1aughter) I really told Bob Kemnedy something. (laughter) But
that s what we'd do always whenever the brickyard would go down, the
whole gang of them. We'd have to wait until the men fixed it back so
they could make brick again. So we'd go down there and get in the pond,
and had a lot of fun down there, That time, it wasn't fun for me after
they pushed that board out, (laughter)

Q: Did you ever go back after that?
A: Yes, I went back, but I didn't go back on the board no more. I

dldntgetmchdeeperthanmylmees but this time I was way out in
there and riding this board. Oh, I was really deep, going along on this
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Ivory Carter 2

board, but when Bob slipped up behind and pushed this board out from
under me, that let me down. That was part of this shale hole; that pond
was deep at one time.

Estol: [Gametta Cook's hushand] I imagine it was thirty, forty feet
deep. \

A: Yes, every bit of it and them pushing that board out from me and I
couldn't swim. (laughter) I don't know.

I seen a lot of different things there and then they got, I think it was
in the 1950s or the late 1940s that's when they got the machines, They
got one set of machines and they didn't work, and they sent them back.
Then they got the second set of machines and they didn't work. They sent
them back, And when they got the third set of machines, Mr. Poston said
the machines was working at other brickyards and they were going to work
there. And he never did come to the brickyard until around nine o'clock
in the moming. But when he got the third set of machines, he came out
there at seven o'clock, just like when we started. Mr. Poston maybe
would be over here, Charlie McCoy would be over here, Pat Turley would be
over here., Every way you would look, you would breathe down one of their
throats. And they did that for about two weeks until they got their
production that they wanted and then that was it, He said they were
going to work and they did. And I stayed on the machine from 1952 until
1962, until I got sick,

E: Can I ask him something? What did you mean that they wouldn't work?

A: Well, here's what I think, the men knew that their machines was going
to knock somebody out, which they did, because, see, I was in the wheeling
gang then, and they had three five-man wheeling gangs. When they got
these machines, they got two machines; they give me one and they give
Canmpbell Smith one. They give Campbell a helper and me a helper. That
was four men did more work than fifteen men did. Then, in the setting
gang; two men did the work that twelve men did with one machine. Well,

the men, I'm sure they knew what them machines were going to do.

Q: What type machines were these?
A: Tow motor machines, tow motors.
E: 'They knew they was going to knock them ocut, so they just decided they

A: Yes, that they wasn't going to work with them, and they didn't for
the first two, but when they got ‘the third one, why, every time they
looked up, they was looking at a boss's face and they had to work. That
went cle and they did that for about two weeks and after that, why, that
was all,

E: Well, then, what did they do, lay the men off?

A: Some of them got laid off, yes, because they didn't need all that
crowd. It looked like we had fifteen men wheeling brick and four men
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did more than the fifteen would, with a tow motor. That's one of the
things that the men knew what it was going to do and that's the reason
why they didn't want to work with them.

The mill, the same way, They used to take a pick and pull that shale
down on the belt to go to the machine where it was ground up. After I
quit work--after I had the heart attack--and went back out there one day,
and a guy working back there said, '"Have you been back lately?" And I
said, "No." He said, "Come on back here and look.'" So I went back
there, the trucks were dumping in a bin and this bin moves and all he was
doing was standing there at his post, pushing a button. He'd push a
button and so much shale would drop out and be ground up. He'd push
another button and shut if off, and as soon as it would grind that out,
he'd push a button, come more shale drop in there. That knocked men aut
of work,

E: Yes, vhen I got there, that's when they had that already in. But
then I used to have to go up there and push it down. A lot of times like
it would rain or something it wouldn't slide.

A: You'd go up on the top?

E: No, I'd go up on where the trucks dump at, and you'd have to stay
there and keep it pushed down. And a lot of times, you'd have to take
fuel oil and pour in along this bin to make it slick, so that it would
slide. They'd bring in big chunks and stuff.

A: When I started there, they only made a rug brick, and a mat, and a
slow build for all red brick, all except the rugs. Now they would put
zinc in the kiln to color those, and then some of them would have green
spots on them, some brown, and they set them in the kiln, see, set them
in flues so that they would have spots on them like that. The slow
builders, they were just red and the cammns was red.

Q: I just wanted to know about the mule you mentioned the other day.

A: That was at the old brickyard. A fellow who used to live up on 17th
Street, his name was Hawkins, He had a mule and the men vheeled the
cinders. They fired the brick then with coal, and then when they'd clean
the cinders out, they'd wheel them out across the dock and Mr. Hawkins
would load them in this car and hook his mule on and pull them down at
the end and dump them over the hill., Whenever the transfer would break
down--that we hauled the green brick on to the kilns--they'd get him to
hook his mule on to this transfer and pull the transfer. And you had to
come out from under the dry and this electrical wire, the transfer was
run by electric, and they didn't turn the juice off, This old mile was

" coming out under the dryer and his ears touched this hot wire, and knocked
the mile down. They had a time getting him back up! (laughter)

E: Yes, I'll bet they did because that's a 440 wire that runs there.
A: Yes, that's a great big wire just like the streetcar wire they used

to have and the trolley pulled on it. Mr. Hawkins didn't like that
either, knocking his mule out. (laughter)
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E: It's a wonder it didn't kill it.

A: It's a wonder. A 440 wire, and there was another out there, an old
man named Mr. Green. He pulled the dryer, and you know how they pull it
with a rope and have amn hooks on the end, That hook broke and when it
broke, it flew up and hit him on the leg and broke his leg. And we went
in and pulled the dryer, all the loaded cars out of the dryer, and Hugo
Baptist, see, he was superintendent at that time, he told another guy, 1
can't remember his name, to go on in there and pull the dryer. (laughter)
He said he wasn't going to face that cab and Hugo had to go out of there
and pull it out himself before this old man would pull any out of there.
After Mr. Green had got his leg broke. That rope would break every naw
and then, but it just happened this time, it hit the old man on the leg
and broke his leg.

E: What did it do? I think when they hooked on, it had to go up in
there three cars. The hook them on one end and then pull it across the
other end, didn't they?

A: Yes, and I think at the old yard, they would pull two tracks at a
time., I think they pulled out six cars. But over at Poston's, they only
would pull three cars at a time,

E: If they put them in the dryer, like they come off the belt, I think
every three cars they would put in, they had to hook this rope one
because . . . I think here's what was going on. I think them dryers held
about nine cars, but then every time they put in three cars, they'd hook
this rope over the back. ILike that first car that went in, they had to
pull that rope back to get more. They'd pull it back so far and then the
next one would go in, they'd have to pull it back a little further until
they got three cars in there. And then they'd go over, and there'd be
six that was already in there.

A: Then the man on the other end, when they got that car pulled on the
other end, he could pull it. I used to pull the dryer out there,

E: I never did pull the dryer. I mean, I've been out there when Al
Beatly pulled it,

A: Well, T did about everything ocut there but farm. When I used to help
at farming, clinker, and looking in there to get all them clinkers off of
them bricks, That part bumed my eyes, so I didn't want that job, But I
did about everything else at the brickyard.

Q: This was when they were using coal?

A; Coal, yes, that's when they were using coal. Then after they started
to using gas, you didn't have no clinkers or nothing.

E: Didn't they go to oil before they went to gas?
A: Yes, oil and then gas.
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E: I thought they went to oil, because I used to see them big tanks.

A: Big tanks, yes. They had two up there. They went to oil and then
from oil to gas, but even with the oil, they wasn't like coal. Because
when they burned coal, they had to clean them clinkers off of the bricks,
And them clinkers would be just like jelly, they was, you know, so hot.

I didn't like that because you had to get them all off of them grates,
locking in there in that red. It was just too much for me. It hurt my
eyes, bumt my eyes. I didn't like that, but everything else I had a
part in,

Q: When you say you worked with the dryer, tell us about what you did
with the dryer.

A: Just, what I did was every once in a while, would be pull the dryer
on the end that the brick was coming out dry. But I never did put in any
green brick in, on the other end., I'd pull them out when they was dry,
after they were dried. That's about the end of my brick work, because
most of my work was either in the wheeling gang or the setting gang,
that's where I did the most of my work at.

Q: When you were wheeling . . .

A: Vheeling was before they got tow motors, that's when they had five
men to each gang., I worked in that.

E: You can tell her about how the little cars was made, you know, that
they put so many bricks on each side.,

A: Tt was just a wheelbarrow, and you put fifty on each side--you wheeled
a hundred brick--fifty on this side and fifty on this side, and wheels in
the middle. You'd raise that up to a certain place, it would very near
try to roll itself,

E: If you didn't raise it up, it would roll youl

A: Yes, if you raised it up too high or get a little chip or something
up in there, you better turn it loose or you'd be laying over across it.

Q: Where were you wheeling it from?

A: From emptying the kilns, wheeling them to the yard or to the wagons
or trucks. See, we'd load cars, wheel them right out of the kiln, put
them right in the car, put them on a truck.

E: Most of the days back there, they had mostly wagons, didn't they?
A: Yes, mostly wagons.,

E: More wagons than they did have trucks, because they didn't have too
many trucks.,

A: We were always glad when the guys would come out to get a load of
brick, because when we'd be wheeling them out of the kiln, they'd help



Ivory Carter 6

you unload, You'd be loading on their wagon and that let you get back to
the kiln quicker. You was wheeling, you know, by the thousands. You
wasn't working by the day, it was all piece work, Yes, the setting gang
was ?iece work, and the wheeling gang was piece work, so that way you
didn't have a boss standing over you all the time, because if you didn't
do nothing, you didn't get nothing. You had to work to make your money.
That was one of the nice things I always liked about the brickyard, you
didn't have a boss standing over you all the time. Maybe he'd come in,
in the morning, and tell you so many to put in a car or on a truck or
something. Then after that, you wouldn't see him no more. You'd put
them in a car or ocut on the yard or on a truck or something. Then after
that, you wouldn't see him no more. You'd put them in a car or out on
the yard or on a truck.

Q: Wnhen you sayonacar . . .

A: In a boxcar, boxcar., Like most of the cars, we always put 20,000
brick. That would take you all day. They tell me the boys out there now
are taking them tow motors and in half an hour or an hour, they can set
20,000 in there. Just two men, and it took five of us all day to put
20,000 in a car, wheeling them by hand.

E: Them tow motors, they pick up five hundred of them at a time.

A: Them packages pick up eight hundred because there's four hundred in a
package now, one hundred in each section. There's a hundred in each
section and it picks up four sections, that's four hundred on each side.

E: I run a tow motor when Jimmy Handley wasn't there, like he'd take off
a day or something, and I'd run the tow motor and set them out on the
yard, off that big belt, you know, off the conveyor.

A: Now, see, where they banded up them brick and things, they got that
since 1 left there,

E: See, that didn't come in there until about 1970, somewhere along in
ti.here. That hasn't been in there too long. Maybe it come in there in
969.

A: See, when we used to wheel it out of the kiln, the brick--well, it's
still loose until they take them up there to be handed--but I think it
was 635 brick in a pallet that we'd take out of the kiln and take to the
yard or to the boxcar. Now, they've taken that same machine and are
picking up eight hundred, taking it to the yard, to the boxcar, or setting
it on the truck. They just put a little more weight on the back end of
the tow motor to hold them down, and picking up eight hundred.

E: Mostly they don't even have to do that. They don't even have to put
the weight on there, because the motor on the tow motor sits on the bank
of it and that weights it enough that it'll pack and pick up.

A: Yes, you'd be surprised that with 635 brick in front of you, it made
a difference. Just a little weight back here helped hold it down,
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E: Yes, I know. I run one out there for a long time. That's what I was
doing when they quit. You know, I'd have to go in and work on the belt,
maybe one or two days, and then we'd have to go out in the yard. They'd
put me on a tow motor. Bill McCormick put me out there with a tow motor
before he left, see, and I was just supposed to be a yard man, running a
tow motor through the yard, picking up, and then hauling away the junk
brick that would come out,

When they put that shale up out there, they put that there ring in there.
Then they had to have buckets sitting in the ring, so that they throwed
all the broken brick, and all what they called their bad brick, they
throwed in these buckets, Then my job was to haul them buckets out and
dump them on a truck and take them over to be ground up or to be throwed
in the hole, Sometimes they come out so bad that they wouldn't grind
them, so, 1f the brick was broke apart too bad and they stuck too bad,
then them brick they didn't grind. We had to take them back over and
dump them in a hole. But the others that was good enough to grind,
sometimes 1'd have to make two different loads, you know, because if we
got a bunch of bad ones that was stuck too bad, then they didn't want
them. So I had to make a different load so that I could take the good
brick over so it could be ground and they could make chips out of it.

A: You know Harry Mann, I think he left there about 1932 or 1933. But I
bet if you'd seen him, that'd been the first thing he would have told you
about, me and that pond. (laugther) They got the bi%est kick out of
that, teasing me about very near drowning out there, but I never did go
under, I was fighting that water.

E: 1I'll tell you something that happened to me out there. When I first
started there, I was down on the crane, you know Jolhn was running the
crane but I1'd have to be the oiler, It had been raining and there was a
big puddle of water, as big as this room now, and it was cold that day,

I walked over and I had a little fire going, and I walked over and kicked
a gas can., Wien I kicked that gas can, it splashed up on me and zoom,
caught me on fire! Here I was, fighting this fire, trying to get it out.
And the more I'd fan, the more the fire would come up. Then John hollered,
"Jump in the water, jump in the water!" And I was just like a big fish,
swish, right in the water. (laughter) And oh, that water! I about like
to froze to death! I told John, I said, "I'm going home." He said, 'Oh,
no, no, if you go home, you won't get paid." He said, "'Stay here." So I
cane up in the back of this free wall where this motor was and dried
myself off,

A: But that was one of the things everybody did at the old yard, because
that pond was right that close. You could just walk out of the mill and
you wouldn't walk no further than from here to out there to the street
until you was down at the pond. Everybody went in there. Let's see,
what was that old man's name? You know, that was out there, he was a
policeman out there. After he got too old to work, they give him a
Job--0ld man Fountain--they give him a job as policeman to keep the kids
out of this pond.

He'd go down to the pond to run them out and they'd just jump in, swim on
across on the other side. While he'd have to go around to get where they
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was at, and they'd swim back to the other side. That old man couldn’t do
nothing with them kids, but that's what he was supposed to do, keep the
kids out of this pond. Heck, they'd just swim across to the other side
and by the time he'd walk around and get very near around to them, they'd
swim back across to the other side. (laughter) But I think he worked at
the brickyard until he got too old to work. Seemed like they give him a
dollar or a dollar and something a day to keep the kids out of the pond.
But he couldn't keep them out,

Q: Do you want to tell us about when you belonged to the setting gang?

A: Well, I worked in the setting gang. After I quit the setting gang,
that's vhen I went to the wheeling gang, and then from the wheeling gang,
to the tow motor. There was two men on each side. Now this time would
be my time to pitch a half of a car off to the man up above, setting them
on up to the top.

Q: Was this in the kiln?

A: Yes, in the kiln, setting the green brick to be burned. Then, the
next time, he'd go up and 1'd have to pitch to him, There was four men
to a kiln, and that's the way they set the brick. I know there was one
time, I don't know what happened, something happened that they had sent
to Indiana and got some guys just to set the brick. But that didn't last
too long. In the old yard when Mr. Poston was talking about buying it,
they brought us over to his yard and we'd been used to setting one and
pitching one. And they had these new guys there and we built a bench up
so high, jump up, and set it on to the top. Next time would be my time
to get up there and set., A guy would jump up and we'd say, 'No, no. We
pitch one and set one." And we broke that stuff up, the setting was the
easiest and you were down on that hot floor and the boards was always
hot, by the time you empited a kiln, the setters would go in and fill it
right back up again. The floors never did get a chance to get cool,

Like in the wintertime, they'd cool off quick then, but during the summer
+ « « and just like out here before I left here, you know them big fans
they got, to wheel a kiln tomorrow. Now this evening after we'd empty a
kiln, well, we'd go take about three pallets out of the door and flip
this blgfanon. A lot of times, IdgomthereandI'dhave to take a
handkerchief and cover my nose and mouth up. If you didn't, you couldn't
get in there, inhaling that hot heat backing out of there., I just put a
handkerchief around my nose and mouth, go on in there and get them three
out, and hook that fan up there, Next morning, it'd be ready to work,
Butlfymdidntdothat, thenvhenymtookthenbridt you couldn't
work because after you'd--you know where the holes's in t:he middle--after
you'd get to the middle and pull your steel over that hole, that heat
canes abacking up then, sure enough. That's the way we'd always do that,
get about three pallets ocut so that fan would blow.

E: But you had to go up on top and pull that lid.
A: Yes, we had to take the top off, and then take three pallets out and

hook the fan up. Campbell, we'd put the fan on the tow motor and take it
around to the kiln door and set it down, and he'd drag this cord all
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around and plug it in. You seen them little boxes that got the switch
in, Somebody pushed that handle in and he caught ahold of that plug, to
plug it in, and it knocked him down. (laughter) After that, he dragged
that cord around there, but he wouldn't never plug no more in, I'd
always have to go around there and plug it in, but I was sure that that
handle was down.

Then Vern Bennett's father, he got electrocuted. Somebody had shoved one
of them in and he was working it and was paying no attention, and it
knocked him out. I thought he was dead and nobody knowed first aid or -
nothing, didn't know what to do. We was all standing there, he laying on
the ground, just foaming at the mouth, and old man Burrington that run
the coal mine over at Doolittle, he had something to do with the brick
company then. I think he had a share or something in it. He was in the
office and he come out there and tole Bemnett to tum his father over and
pump him, By the time the ambulance got there, Ray had pretty well
brought him to. :

E: Let me ask you a few questions. After, like you said, they opened
the door up, after they got the tow motors, they didn't have to take them
three pallets out through the door. All they did was take them two doors
down, you know.

A: Yes, they always had them two doors. You could set that fan after

you took them two doors off, set the fan right in the door. It'd blow

just up against that pallet. You had to take a couple out so that air

could go in there, and then it would circulate around the kiln a lot.
You know, the last pallet was just one, well, all that fan would do is

blow the air up against that pallet. But if you took that pallet and a
couple of more out, it had a hole to go in there.

CE: Well, I guess they must have got to setting them different, after you
left there because I can't remember them taking any out. They just tore
the doors down, then they went and got the fan and set it in there, but
they set them kind of angled so they would . . .

A: The last pallet, when I was there, was always set in straight, set
right straight in the door. And you set that fan in there, all it would °
do is blow against that pallet. You had to take that out and then take
out two more., We'd take two more out and that would make a hole there so
when this air went in there, it had a chance to circulate.

E: They might have done that when I was there, but I didn't pay that
much attention, But I thought they just had them sitting in there.

A: See, they had a gooseneck on the back that blowed that heat out.
That heat went on to the dryer.

E: When I was there, I used to have to help tear the doors down and
they'd always make me take off that 1id, the top and they'd make me go
around and take out all the brick, Some men would take the damper out.
T:lfe damper was on the back where the gooseneck set, I never did have to
t it out.
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A: A lot of times, after we pulled the brick around the pocket and take

the top off and take three pallets out of the front, and then we'd go
around there to see whether the damper was down. Because if the damper

was down, that fan, all it would do is blow that heat out the hole at the
top. But if the damper was open, it would blow that heat into the gooseneck
and that would go on to the dryer. That left more heat going out the top
than going out the gooseneck. The gooseneck was drawing because that big
fan was pulling, and that would cool the kiln off pretty quick.

Q: Tell us more about the gooseneck.

A: The gooseneck is what, after they bumn the kiln off, they take--
that's in the back--they tear a hole in there and put this gooseneck in
and this gooseneck pulls that hot heat out of this kiln to go to the
dryer to dry them green bricks that come out of the mill, ain't that
right?

E: That's right. I never did know how they dried them.

A: See, like if the brickyard would start up tomorrow, they'd, chances
are, light a kiln, put a gooseneck on it. That's be pulling heat out of
that kiln to the dryers to dry the brick. But after they get a few kilns
bumed off, they pull the heat out of the bumt kiln, that big fan that
they got, it runs; that pulls the heat out of the kiln back to the dryer
to dry them wet bricks that's coming through the dryer.

E: Yes, in other words, they could start up tomorrow, they could start
making the green brick at the press, like in the pug mill, they could
start making them there. But they'd still have to light a kiln somewhere.
Ygzll, now, if this kiln didn't have no brick in it, it would still just

A: It would just be a dummy for the dryer.

E: It would just be a dumiy. They'd have to build the door up, they'd
have to build up two doors in it, fill up all the pockets and put this
gooseneck on the back and close the top on the top.

A: Yes, and this big fan that pulls that heat from this kiln into the
dryer and dry the brick.

Q: Tell us more about how this gooseneck was made and what it was made
of.

A: It's just made of heavy steel and light steel, the gooseneck. You
know what the goosenecks are; they're just like an L, made just like an
L. Say like the gooseneck is just about this high, and now it'll go down
to the ground here and then this part goes into the kiln. We dlways -
called them goosenecks.

E: That thing I'm thinking about must be the pocket on the back. What's
the square thing on the back of a kiln, now right at the back, they have
a slanting deal there. Is that part of the gooseneck? They have a big
plece of metal over that.
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A: A gooseneck's all metal,

E: Well, this here is part of the brick on the back of each kiln, they
got this like door.

A: Maybe that's something new, but when I was there, there was a door in
the back and a door, two doors, one in each end. Just like where the
transfer track run along, see there had to be a door there for them when
we set by hand, because your transfer would run right up to the door and
you'd have rails from the transfer track on in to the kiln. You just run
your car right in the kiln, but now see, with the tow motors, we went in
the other door, where there was no transfer track. \

E: And then probably where there was a door on the back, you'd come out
the square but it would slant off and it had a piece of metal over that
witha ...

"A: I know what you're talking about.

E: I never knew what that was called. I been there nine years, but I
still didn't know what it was.

A: Did they take that off and put the gooseneck back?

E: I don't remember putting a gooseneck in, but it's a tunnel, kind of
like a tumel deal.

A: I'm sure that's some part for the heat to come out of the kiln and go
to the dryer, It might have been for the stack, I don't know.

E: You know, there's three big stacks out there.
A: The stacks on the south side was all on the dock.

E: Yes, they're on the dock, but they got tumels, The smoke goes
through this tumel to the stack., I used to have to go down there sometimes
and help clean the tumnel out.

Q: Now that's another thing, I wanted to know about the tunnels, I have
heard about the tumnels, but I wanted to know about them.

A: That's what they are., There's a tumel to the smoke stack, and then
there's a tumel that goes on back to the dryer so this heat'll go back
‘to dry the green brick that the mill makes, That's where they get thelr
heat to dry.

E: The tumpels, they're made out of brick, ain't they?

A: Yes, they're brick, You can get out in them and crawl all the way,
all over the brickyard because of them tumnels., It wasn't hot, you
wouldn't have to just lay down. There was room enough for you to go

right on through there. Get on your hands and knees and crawl right on
through., That is, if you didn't hit a brick chip or something. (laughter)
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E: By now, one of them was liable to fall off and hit you in the head or
like that., They was made up out of brick and so maybe they
would be crumbling, dried out so bad they might crumble.

A: Yes, I imagine, because they've been there a long, long time. Just
like them big stacks out there, They've been there so long, smokestacks,
they've been there so long, some of them are beginning to fall to the
ground.

E: 'They had the snorkel out there one year to put bands around the top,
something like that.

A: Well, the bricklayer, he used to have to keep them stacks up just the
same as he did the kilns.

E: Yes, they used to have a scaffold that he went on and had to take
them around it, and on the last, they didn't even have a bricklayer. Bob
Abbott used to be the bricklayer out there. I think he finally finished
one, hut then they started another one and they never did get it finished,

A: No, the years that I worked at the brickyard, I really enjoyed working
there,

E: I always thought myself--I mean just between me and you--that they
throwed away enough brick that they could have tuilt two or three new
kilns. There on the beginning, they was really throwing away some brick,
before they got so they had those tubs to haul it in. You couldn't even
hardly walk around in the yard before; them bricks would be laylng on the
yard. They let people come in and haul them away for nothing.

A: I remember when I first started out there, there was three men; Mr.
Poston, old man Hale was the brick salesman, and Austin Reese was timekeeper,
that was the officers. Out at Poston Brick Yard there was three men in

the office there.

Q: How many were there when you started, Estol?

E: There was about three out there Mr, Whitney and Pete Allen, he was a
boss and a timekeeper,

A: VWhen I first started out there, they didn't have a whole office full
of help, like they got today. I went out there at the brickyard a lot of
times, I told them that when I started work out here that there was
three, Mr. Hale, Austin Reese, and Mr, Poston. That was the office crew.
This Austin Reese, didn't he work out there, wasn't he a salesmanf
He was part owner at one time in there. '

How long he'd been dead. Didn't he die?

I think he did, he died.

A S
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E: I think he was some kin to some people out home.
A: His uncle was Roy Reese,

E: Seems to me like there was some guy out there that was some kin to
Pippins out there in Buffalo, but I can't think what his name was.

A; It wasn't Pay Turley?

E: No. This fellow was a salesman., They said he really sold brick, he
really got around and sold brick and stuff around here. And after he
died, it seemed like it kind of started going downhill, I mean for some
reason or other.

A: I've seen a lot of different kinds of brick made out there. One
time, they made flue brick. There may be some of them still out there,
they 're wide on this end and then come to a point, They didn't make too
many of them,

E: Like a triangle.
A: Yes, they made a few of them.

E: When did they start makiing that little brick, you know, they had a
little brick. What did they call it? It was long, and didn't they make
a short one, too? See, your brick is only about four inches long, but
they just cut it in two.

A: Yes, about two inches. I can't remember, I know what you're talking
about but I can't remember what they called it.

E: Roamin, Roamin, wasn't it? Because everybody used to get Roamitis
whenever they had to come to work,

A: Yes, I believe that was what they called it. It was about two inches
thick.

E: Yes, the same brick as the same normal brick, just about two inches
thick., I remember when I first started, they was making some of those
brick and they used to get on leonard Davis, because whenever they went
to make that brick, Leonard Davis would lay off because they was hard to
handle.

A: After they were burned, they would break so easy. They bumed them
hard, and they was just as same as glass when you'd mess with them a
little bit, they'd break right in half, in two,

E: They made a lot of yellow ones, tangerine or something like that.
Oak bark and tangerines. They made some roofs of those two, didn't they?

A: No, I don't think so. They made mats, but I don't think they made
too many roofs. The rub brick was one of the old time brick, old original
brick. That was one of their main bricks years ago. They had red rose
and then they had these, they'd take zinc after the kiln burnt off, why
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then in each pocket, they'd put so much zinc in there and the smoke and
stuff going cutside would be bright greenish looking. Then when you'd
take these brick out, they'd have a red spot on them, green, maybe brown.
That was your rubs, then,

E: When that wind blowed over those people's gardens out there, would
that kill their gardens?

A: T think gardeners straight east there and a time or two, they was
raising sand about that smoke working on their gardens., But after they
quit buming coal, I never did hear them hollering a whole lot about
that, when they started to buming gas. But when they was burming coal,
vhy there'd be times they'd be fussing about that smoke killing their
gardens and like that.

Q: I would like to know about the different buildings and things that
were put up with brick around here made by Poston's. Do you have any
idea about those?

A: Marine Bank was one, and this school out on--I had to haul brick out
there and that's been years ago--it was West Grand and Laurel then. And
they called it MacArthur and Laurel now. I helped haul that brick out
there. They hauled them out there with wagons and horses. You know,
that's been a good many years back.

E: T bet you that school house around Buffalo was built out of Poston's
brick.

A: 1 imagine so.

E: 'There have been three different sets of school houses in Buffalo that
I know of. One of them was right there where Stevens has got their house
now, and that was an old, old school house. So I bet you Poston's sold a
lot of brick there to build that. But I got to tear it down. It seemed
like to me, when I helped to tear it down, some of the brick had Poston's
g?nllgkm it, like they used to do. They used to put Poston's name on the

A: Yes, his name was on it. You know, we went up to Chicago after my
daughter, and she lived upstairs, and I come out on the back porch and I
seen these ropes, next door to them had a garage built out of Poston's
rubs. . And I went down there, I knew it was Poston's brick, and I looked
at them right good, but I couldn't get to see the back of them to see his
name, but I knew them was his rubbed brick up there in Chicago in that
garage., Yes, sir, when I come back here, I told some of the bunch that I
seen some of Poston's brick up to Chicago and in a gargae. Hot as I got
them, I couldn't forget them brick.,

E: If there was a brick made and you seen a building somewhere, you
start looking to see where it come from,

A: Yes, when I seen these rubs, why, that's what made me go to looking
more. And I would sure like to have been able to have took one of them
out of there and seen if Poston's name wasn't on the back of them, I bet
it was,
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Q: When you say rubs, what were the rubs?
A:; A rub had cuts through it this way and cuts this way, just like . . .

E: Well, I can tell you what a rub was made out of, They set a thing
across the brick and they had little nails like drove in this thing, and
that thing cut your brick. They cut it on the side, on the top, and they
cut it on the sides, on each side they cut it. The back side and the
bottom side was flat., The bottom was flat because it had his name on the
bottom. The bottom side stayed flat and your ends and your top side of
the brick was all cut. But the rub machine was made just like you put a
nail here and a nail here, all the way across like this,

A: 'Then your mats was a finer cut,

E: Your mats was wires, see, it was a wire deal on a brush, and they had
belts on this roller and they'd roll over it with the bricks., Mix--the
reason I can tell you about this is that I used to mix those things up,
see, when I wasn't doing nothing else, like on a rainy day and you couldn't
get outside before I went on the belt. Well, that was my job; I'd go
over there and set and you'd have to take about seven little wires and
poke them through these iron bursh, you know. They had these holes in
them and you'd poke them through, and you had to get them even, see, so
that when they put them on the machine, they wouldn't dig in too deep on
there. When you put them on there, this went along there and cut
them and you had, down at the bottom, maybe after an hour or so, you'd
have a big bunch of crumbs. You'd just pick them curmbs up and thrown
them back on the belt or you know, they had that drag belt, you'd throw
them back on the belt or something like that.

Q: I want to talk to you about political implications. Do you know
anything about the political affairs of the company and working and
contracts?

A: No, I don't know anything about that. All I know is about the working
part. (laughter)

Q: Well, I was told that there was a contractor with the state who
insisted that Poston put down bricks that were not what Poston wanted to
put down, because this state contractor evidently wanted cement streets
rather than brick streets, and that was what I was referring to as political
implications.

A: No, I don't know about that, Since you mentioned it, I was just
trying to think, No, I don't know about that,

Q: Those buildings behind St, Patrick's are Poston Brick, aren't they?

A: All those brick houses? Oh yes, yes, at that time, behind St. Patrick's
Cwrch, all them brick houses there, them was Poston's Bricks--swell

belly.

E: That's when they poured them too bad and they'd swell up.
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A: They'd swell up, and heck, we'd haul them down there and just dump
them., T don't think they cost a whole lot. Mr. Bell's house, right
across the street there, that's swell bellies, you wouldn't know it to
look at it, it's a brick house. Where Monty lives that's made out of
swell bellies, and next time you go over there looking, just look.

E: Yes, if you know what a swell belly is., A swell belly, some of
them's that wide. Too much heat, I guess, on them, and swells them.
Heck, they couldn't sell them for a number one brick, and they sold them
for swell bellies. There's a lot of houses, brick houses, put up here.
Next time you go to Monty's, just look at her house, It's put up out of
swell bellies. They just swell on one side and then they get a little
flare, too. They'll get flat, and mostly on the backside is where the
belly's at. If you could turn that belly in, you got a good side on the
outside., See, a brick wall's got to be eight inches wide and the guys
who knew how to work them, they could just work them right in and get a
good brick house cheap.,

E: I would have liked to have bought some of those they had out here,
they burned up a kiln or two, you know, after Ted Reese left there, and
they were swell bellies. Some of them were swell bellies and some of
them were good brick. I wanted to try to get some of them, and some of
them were stuck brick. But you had to go in there, you know, and beat
them apart, break them loose., I wanted to get some of these and put some
of them around my house like that, but I never did get around to doing
ic.

What they done with them, why, they took them out there and dumped them
back in the hole. I done it myself, I took them out there and dumped
them back in the hole. I done it myself, I took them out there and
dumped them back in the hole, and they said they'd let some big contractor
come in there and use them for fill. You know how they used to use them
for £il1? Some of them brick was so hard, there wouldn't be no way in
the world that you could break them up. Anything wouldn't go through

A: II never thought about that, all those houses down there, back of St.
Pat's,

Q: I imagine there's some in St. Patrick's Church.

A: T don't know about the church, but I do know I hauled brick to them
houses behind the church down on 18th Street. All them is swell hellies.
Say, in the first block, from the chruch going back south, then Monty's
house over there, because her dad worked with the brickyard when they was

lmking thano
E: Didn't they intend to make them?
A: No, no, that would be kilns that would get away from them, get too

hot. Every time they burned a kiln of swell bellies, they were losing
money. No, that was just a getaway.
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E: Seems like to me that there was some company that--I mean it wasn't
Poston's--but it seems like to me there was some other company that did
make swell bellies for awhile and sell them, Maybe they wasn't trying to
either, maybe they was having bad luck with the kiln.

A: Well, they wasn't trying to burn them swell bellies out there, but
that was just the kilns getting away from them. A lot of people got good
cheap brick homes out of swell bellies, and half of the people don't even
know that they are swell bellies,

E: A guy dom the street, you wouldn't know that.,

A: You can leave here now and go by Monty's house, you wouldn't know
that was swell bellies, But that's what it's built out of.

E: Just like, there's a lot of these houses been built around here now,
you wouldn't know that they was second hand brick either, but Poston's
would sell the world out of second hand brick when we was working out
there. Like they'd tear down a building in Chicago, they'd clean them
brick and send them down here in a iron car, and they sold for more that
what Preston was getting out of his new brick, good brick.

Q: When you say a kiln getting away from them, what do you mean?

A: Getting too hot, A kiln didn't get up and walk, (laughter) it just
had too much fire under it and got too hot. They've got gauges on the
walls now, but I imagine in those days, they didn't have those gauges
like they got today. They'd got in to number ten kiln or number two kiln
and go to the wall and tum it to number two; it'll tell them just how
much heat's on the kiln. Them days they didn't have that. They went in
there, pulling that brick out where the door is and looking in there,
through that hole there, They coudn't tell what they were doing.

E: They didn't have anything like a microscope or anything that they
could look in there and tell how hot that kiln was, They just had to go
in there and look through that hole,

A: T don't know what you'd call it, but it wasn't modern times then,

like it is today. 'Ihey got everything out there now, They don't have to
guess how much heat's on a kiln, they know, All they got to do is, if
ltstmberoneormmrtm go in there to that hox and turn it to one
or two, and it'll tell them how many hundred degrees of heat is on that
kiln.

E: Yes, I know they got that.

A: Years ago, they didn't have that. I imagine that's the reason they
was getting so many swell bellies. (laughter)

E: I just wonder how they told. How in the world could you tell when a
kiln was getting too hot?

A:rkI don't know, I really don't know because that wasn't my line of
work .
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E: Now, like they had a guy at that time would be like Ted Reese or
somebody that read that thing, because I used to see him have a little
black round thing in his pocket he was carrying all the time. He would
take that thing and you'd see him walk up to the kiln, take it and look
in there,

A: Yes, pull that brick out and look in there. But what they got out
there on the wall now, he don't have to look in there with that thing
now, he can just turn that knob and it'll tell him how many degrees of
heat is on that kiln.

E: Well, I know after he left there, I never seen nobody open one of
those black things in the pocket, so Ted Reese was there when we made
brick years ago. He must have been there when he was looking through
this little thing.

A: I imagine that was one of the things that got used before they put
this machine in.

E: Yes, and when Ted would go around there and like, if he didn't want
to go back to the clock and look at the clock, he would just lock through
there with this little black thing and I guess he could tell just exactly
what he was really doing. When he did it, it rolled around to a certain
degree, I guess, and then he could tell just exactly what it was. I used
to see him with this little thing in his pocket a lot, like a little
horse screw with a big round end on it,

A: Yes, he'd take that thing on up to his eye and look in it., But Ted
was a good brick dryer,

E: Oh, he was the best, I think, If he'd still have been there burning
brick, Poston's might have been still going today. They kind of got mad
at him for some reason or another. Him and Bill McCoy didn't get along
together too good or something, kind of bickering back and forth.

A: So I guess Teddy just sold him a little, because he told me way
before he quit there that he'd bought him some property.

End of Tape One

E: Can you tell her anything about pulling the brick, you know, like out
of the dryer and anything, like back when they used to do it with horses
or pushed it, the trolleys by hand?

A: No, I never, all the time that I was out there, they always had
electric trolleys to run, to take the brick from the dryer to the kilns
to be burned. They never did--when I was there--have horses and that,
that I can remember. They might have had it before my time,

Q: Now these fifteen men in five-men gangs that you talk about, what
type of machinery replaced them?
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A: These high lifts, tow motors. Them's the things that they got. Two
of them for the wheeling gang, that takes care of the fifteen men. Four
men, two men on a tow motor, one to run it and one as his helper. And
the same way in the setting gang, one man to run the tow motor and one
man did put the steel down from the run-on, you know to keep from tearing
up the bottoms of the kilns.

Q: Now, a setting gang, is that . . .

A: That was the setting gang and the wheeling gang. A wheeling gang had
fifteen men and the setting gang had twelve men.

Q: Now what did the setting man do? I don't know anything about the
particulars,

A: That was to put the green brick in the kilns to be humed, and the
wheeling gang, after they were bumt, takin them out to the yard or to
the trucks or wagons or whatever it was, to be taken and distributed.

E: Did the wheeling gang have anything to do with loading the trucks,
like they used to do years ago? You know, they used to load them by
hand, you remember when the boxcars came in, they loaded everything.

A: Yes, yes, well, you take the wheeling gang, Just say, if you were
hauling brick out there, then 1'd roll the wheelbarrow load of bricks
over there, You'd help me unload that, so I could get back to the kiln
to get another one, We was always glad to see a wagon or a truck there
to take some brick because a man was going to help you unload.

Q: How old were you when you started?

A: Seventeen when I started out there to hauling brick, and I worked
there until I was sixty-four.

Q: That was from 19177

A: Yes, 1917, let's see, it was during World War I, that's 1917, 1918--

that's when I started to hauling brick over there. Well, I had one other
job outside of the brickyard and I worked for the city from 1937 to 1939.
The rest of my work has been at the brickyard.

E: Do you know anything about inside the mill, how the brick was made,
like we used to make them inside there?

A: Yes, the shale come over there in big lumps and they ground that
shale up into dust. Then that was mixed into a mold and they come through
the press, and then the brick was cut., Then the men in the mill loaded
them on cars to go through the dryer. I don't know what the heat would
be on the dryer that they went through, but it took them about two or
three days to go through that dryer. Then when they come out on the
other end, they were dry. Then they was ready for the setting gang, and
then after the setting gang took them and put them in the kilns and
bummed them, then we took them out, took them to the boxcars or wagons or
trucks or piled them on the yard.
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E: Did you ever help unload any of the shale, like when they would get
it in the cars? Coming from Indiana.

A: I never did work out of the cars, but I took the pick and pulled it
on the belt to be ground to go upstairs. I did that, but I never did
take none out of the cars. There used to be three men back there, two
down below and one upstairs where the screens was at. But I never did
help unload, take none out of the cars., After they dumped it in the bin,
you had a pick to pull it on this belt that was taken it on to be ground.

E: I used to help take it out of the cars when I was there.
A: Well, I never did. T never worked in the mill, too much.,

E: Well, they had a crane that would take and dip into the coal cars,
and then the guy that would be down in there, sometimes you'd have to
take two guys. A lot of times it took one to follow that crane up and
scoop that dirt up out of there and clean it all up. They'd help them
get it out and then they'd unload what was it, three cars a day, wasn't
it, that they used to try to unload?

A: I think so. See, when I worked there . . .

E: It took three cars to make a day.

A: VUhat you're talking about now is the fire brick they sent in, the
fire clay that they sent in. Well, they used to haul the shale in cars,
run right up that ramp where the trucks back up, and then dump it in the
bin, That was the regular red shale that they have right here now. But
what you're talking about is fire clay that was shipped in there.

E: Yes, I'm talking about the white and yellow that made the different
colored brick,

A: Well, I never did work in that.
E: But, do you know any of the type of the brick that was made out here?

A: VWhen I first started, they didn't make nothing but red brick and face
brick and mats.,

E: Yes, they made mats and smooth building bricks, commons.

A: Yes, that was about their main deal until the late years and then
they started shipping this fire clay in and went to making . . .

E: Well now, there's another kind of brick that they made and they
started making that was about, a flowered brick. You know, they had
flowers and little trees and stuff in that brick?

A: They must have been making them after I left, Just like that oakboard
brick, now that's a brick that ain't been made too long. I imagine since
you started.
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E: Oh, that was Lincoln Herjitage brick, they called it. They made
a brick that had flowers in it and then the little trees in it and
then they put sand over the top of it, you know, make them colored
brick, put sand over it.

A: They did that, I guess, after I left there probably.
E: I didn't know how long they made it, but I know that they . . .

A: The main brick was a smooth builder. They made a brick they called
the birdie, it was a rought brick, it had rubbed things on it. And
smooth builders and common; them were their main brick years ago.

E: About the pave brick, did they make those then?

A: Paving brick? No, they never did make those at Poston's, they made
them at Springfield Brick. That's all they used to make over at the
Springfield Brickyard, was paving brick.

E: That was solid . . .

A: Yes, I think the big ones was thirteen pounds and then they made

a two and a half inch paving brick. Then when they got to the place
vhere they couldn't sell anymore of the paving brick, why then, that's
when Poston bought that yard out, and that was in 1928 and they brought
us all over to this yard. And we worked over here awhile and then we
went back over there, and that one caught on fire. The old Springfield
Brickyard caught on fire and then we come back here and that's where

I finished up my work in 1962, Right there.

Q: Well, I thank you very much. It's been very interesting.
A: I hope that what I've told you--I know it's the truth--I hope it's

all right, But that was my days from 1917 up until 1962, that's when
I had to quit,

End of Tape Two
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Estol Cook, November 19, 1972, Buffalo, Illinois.

Garnetta Cook, Interviewer,

Q: Estol, would you mind telling us now?

A: Well, T worked at Poston's about nine years. When I first started
there, went down in the hole, I greased the cradle that they had in the
hole that dumped the dirt out and broke it up to send up on trucks.

Q: And was this just plain dirt or was this shale?

A: Well, this was shale and clay and things that they had mixed up. I
think they mixed twenty-five percent clay with a load of dirt to send it
to grind to the mill. I worked there for about, oh, maybe a couple of
months down there. And then every once in a while, we'd have to take
time out and go up and unload the cars that were coming in from Indiana
vhich was the vhite clay and they made buff brick out of it., I would
always have to be in the car after the crane started it. I was the
clean-up man in the cars. Of course, whenever they got a day out of the
mill, well then, everybody went home. Finally I worked around to where I
helped him some with fixing the cars. That was like the maintenance men.
He would be fixing the cars--like the wheels would go bad oxr . . .

Q: This was repair work?

A: Repalr work, yes. And I would grind off and then he would put the
new slats on. I would grab the old slats off the cars and he would put
new slats on the cars., Then I went up and worked some in the bin, where
the dirt was ground real fine and you had some motors to watch and you
would have to watch the bin to see that the dirt was coming through the
shutes all right, Sometimes, we'd choke up the shutes and you'd have to
clean out the shute. Sometimes you would have to get down in this bin
where the fine dirt was at, and push it down so that the pug mill could
get it, They would just be rumning and it would just eat out a big hole
in there and you'd have to get in there with a rod or shovel or something
and scoop it down so that the mill could go ahead and make their day's
run. And then, I worked around as, kind of like the flunky boy for a
while until the belt came up. What I mean about the belt coming up, is
that they had to, well, you had a bid on the belt and if a man quit or he
got sick and he couldn't work no more they would have a bid on it, and I
bidded for it and I finally got it., I worked there the rest of my time
until the brickyard closed, off and on.

Most of the time that I worked there I was on the belt and that's as far
as I usually %ot until later years. They put me out on the yard and they
started me off on toll board cleaning up behind, well, I guess you'd call
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it the ring, that they had where they scrapped the brick. When I worked
in the mill, packing brick, I think it was around eight hundred bricks on
a car, and I was on one side of the belt and there was six guys that done
this., You had what you'd call a buddy, ymmuldbeonones:.deandthe
other guy would be on the other side, You'd start in, he had to put two
hundred brick on his side and you put two lundred on your side and then
they would move the car down a little bit and then you'd put two hundred
more on and he'd put two hundred more on. Well, no, we had to put four
hundred instead of two hundred, we put four hundred on a side because he
would have four'rnmdredononesideandtlmtheymuld push the car down
and I would handle four hundred on one side.

Q: Now would each one of them put four hundred on at a time?

A: Yes, each one of us had four hundred bricks to put on each side of
the car because you had to set them in a certain way. One time you set
two bricks on the rail and then you set a brick crossways and the next
time you turned it across again. And you kept coming up until you got up
to where it was, I think it was seven bricks high and then that made your
full car, out of which would be around eight hundred bricks, I think

" that's the way it was, I don't really know for sure now, but that's what
I done for the biggest part of my time.

Q: Those were green brick?
A: It was green brick,

Q: And when they moved the car, you said moved around, where did they
send it?

A: Well, they would take it like on the other side of the belt, there
was a bunch of empty cars and they would have to knock them down. When
you got your one car full, somebody pushed them under for you so you
could start up with a new car and you just kept that up until you got one
hundred twenty-four cars., Six men had to get one hundred twenty-four
cars a day. That was their quota, that was about ninety-five thousand
bricks at that time, that day. What it was, I mean, you worked, it was
kind of like task work. You had to work hard to make the day and as soon
as you got your one hundred twenty-four cars, well, you got to go home.
Sometimes you took time out for your nine o'clock, ten minute break and
then you went from ten minutes . . .

Q: What time did you start work in the moming?

A: Startedwork at seven o'clock in the morning and you worked up until
nine o'clock. Then you went out for whatever you wanted to do for ten
minutes. And you could go do it, eat breakfast, do whatever you wanted
to. At ten minutes after nine, ymwent backtomrkandyoumrked from
ten minutes after nine until twelve o'clock. Some days, if you were
lucky, you were done by twelve o'clock; some days you had to work on
through till one-thirty, two o'clock, two-thirty, sometimes three-thirty,
sometimes we didn't make a day at all. I remember times when we couldn't
even make a day. Maybe the dirt would be too wet or it come out too bad
and it would break up a lot of brick or run a lot of green brick over.
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The brick wouldn't be straight and they would sometimes cut the corners
off and that would make it bad for you, because you couldn't pack them
kind of brick, You had to let them go and maybe went down in a hole,
what they called a hole, went back on the belt and then reground.

Q: When you say the belt, was this a conveyor belt?

A: That's a conveyor belt. We just called it the belt but it's a
conveyer belt. And there was, like I said, there was six guys that
worked this. There was two guys to each car; one on each side of the
car.,

Q: Worked pretty fast, pretty hard?

A: Oh, you had to work fast and you had to work hard to get your day's
work done. I mean, you earned your money. That's the reason why they
had it set up that way because they know that you would go ahead and do
it and the faster that plug mill would kick them out, well, the faster
that you would get out. I mean, you had to hack the brick, if you worked
on the front of the car the first thing of the moming you had to do what
they called go around. You had to get two cars out to the rest of them
one. That makes it come out one hundred twenty-four cars a day at the
end of the day. And then after you got that, you went around once, then
the rest of the time you kind of float, as long as you stayed about three
layers ahead of each of the other cars back of you. But the guy on the
end of the belt, when you got back there, well, in the middle of the belt
it was real easy there. You kind of got your rest back when you was in
the middle of the belt because if you missed a brick, it was all right,
you knew you had two more s to catch it. But then when you got on the
back end of the belt and if you was on the end of the belt you was supposed
to catch every brick that came back there that was good, You wasn't
suppose to let none of them go. Well, a lot of times you would be back
there working and the guys would get to goofing off up in the front end
or something and then that would put the hard shift on the two guys on
the back, If you had a very poor buddy on your side, he took the notion
that he didn't want to help pick up the bricks, well then, you was in
trouble, You had to try to do whatever you could and sometimes you could
get them and sometimes you couldn't., So that's the way that thing worked,

g: Did you always work in one spot? Or did you have tumns on this
ront?

A: Oh, yes, you had tums. If I started on the front I worked the front
that day and the next day I would be in the middle and the next day I

on the end., Every three days you would be back on the end is
the way that it worked out. Some weeks you would work, maybe, one day up
on the front end and then time if got back to you started the right way,
maybe you wouldn't have to work that week but maybe one time, on the back
end, The back end was the hardest thing of the belt. There have been
times that I worked it three, four, five days in a row. And that would
be on account you had a floor buddy and would try to leammn him how to .
pick up the bricks. So, if you get a good buddy that knows how to pick
up the bricks, well, it wasn't no trouble, it was just as easy as pie..
He would pick up his part and sometimes you would overdo it but if you




Estol Cook 4

got too far ahead of you on the end of the belt, well, when he could get
out he would have to stop because you would be still back there and
trying to get yours out, so that would make it pretty hard on you because
you'd have to work so much harder to get yours out and try to catch up
with him. So I always tried to have the guy that tried to go out together
as much as we can, whenever I worked on the back end of the belt. Up on
the front end it doesn't make any difference. It made a difference, it
made a hardship on the others if you went out too early but if you didn't
go out too early, well then, maybe five or six bricks ahead of time
because you usually had to go out, the guy was on the right hand side of
the car, he usually had to go out a little bit ahead of the other one
because he always had to bend down and pick up the sticks so the car to
roll down.

Q: This stick was like a brake?

A: Well, yes, used it like a brake, It blocked., It blocked cars, keep
from rolling any farther down. And when I was working outside on the
tow motor, now, why, that there's a different thing. I mean, I went
around on the yard and picked up the junk bricks and then I had a trudk,
a dump truck, that I picked up the old brick in and took them over.

After I would get a load, which trucks sometimes would hold four, five
tanks of bricks, or baskets you call them and then I would take the truck
over to the hole and dump it, which was about two or three miles away
from the brickyard., And then I would bring the truck back and park it
and then 1'd go up arourd the ring and I would get the baskets up there
and dump them. Sometimes I would take them and dump them where they was
ground up for chip brick, and if the brick wasn't good enough for that,
then I would dump them down in the hole where they was just throwed away.
Covered up sometimes. I don't know too much more I could tell you about
it. I mean, that's about all I know, whatever they ask me to do most of
the time, that's what I done. When they first started out they used to
make what they had a sand brick that they made every so often and they
would put sand on top of the kilns, heat this sand to dry it. A lot of
times I would go in very early of a moming and I would scoop this sand
off into a wheelbarrow and take it up and sift it so they could get all
the rough sand out of it so the sand would be nice and smooth, so it
would go through the popper that they pour it in to go on top of the
brick. Sometimes, you'd have to put a coloring in it. I don't know what
they did call that color but they called it a coloring. They had a name
for it. And then sometimes, I had to carry some berium. That's the
stuff that they put in the brick to help make them stick together, and
make them more tighter.

Q: When you said color, are you talking about the red color that you
used to get in your clothes?

A: That's right., That's the coloring. And then sometimes this coloring
would be black or sometimes it would be red or sometimes it would be
white. They had several different kinds of brick that they made to put
this stuff on. And there has been times that I would be on the yard or
something and they'd want somebody to f£ill brushes. I would go up and I
would fill brushes, that's steel brushes. That's what they made mat
bricks out of. And you had to take and put in several little wires in
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each one of these little holes and bend them down and get every one of
them even so that they wouldn't dig into the brick when they did get them
set. They had to be even so that when they tumed over, would scratch a
place on the brick., Now, these were green brick, would scratch a place
on this green brick and maske it so it would be what they called a mat.

It would scratch it on the top of the brick and then scratch it on the
gides of the brick., And sometimes we'd have as many as twenty~five and
thirty of those things to make up.

Q: Now these little scratches were really a design?

A: Yes, that was the design, that was the design for it, And then
sometimes when we would get through on a belt, we would get overtime,
Ywmuldhavetochangetheheadofthepugmll if you go to a Norman
brick or you'd have to change it to go to a standard brick and sometimes
you'd have to put on a road machine, Maybe you'd have to put on the sand
machines, or just anything that came out they asked you to do. Like if
they was changing over like that sometimes you had to help change the
cutter, which is a great big outfit with lots of wires in it, they cut
different sizes of bricdk. Sometimes it took five and six guys to change
this thing. You had to put it up on a big hoist. You had to pull it up
on a big hoist up in the top and take it down to the end of the belt, put
it on a car and wheel it over into the back room. Then you got another
one over there and wheeled it back, put it on this hoist and pulled it up
and take it back up.

Q: Are you talking about a cutter?
A: I'm talking about a cutter.
Q: That's the machine that did the cutting., You changed cutters.

Changed cutters, that's right, You had to change cutters for
dlfferent types of brick you're making., If you're makmg a standard
brick, well, it's got to be a standard cutter, If you're making a Nomman
brick it's got to be a Norman cutter. If you're making a Roman brick,
it's got to be a Roman cutter.

Q: Oh, vwhen you speak of these different brick can you tell us what they
look like? Say when you say a Roman brick, what did it look like?

A: Well, a Roman brick was just about half the size as a Norman brick.
Q: Well, let's hear about sizes,

A: Well, about two inches wide and about, oh, I don't know what a Norman
brick is. I guess maybe . . . about fifteen inches, I guess. Heck, I
don't know just exactly what they are. I don't remember making any
standard Roman bricks but if they do, the standard brick would be, I
think it's eight inches long. It's about four inches wide or three and a
. quarter, I don't know which but whatever which way it is, well, then,
this wire took just about half of it to make a Roman out of it. And
whenever you was making your mat brick, well then, you had this wire
brushes. If you was making rug brick, well then, you had this rig that
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you put on that looked like nails was in it and it went on top of the
bricks and scratched little lines in it, It would have the same thing on
the sides that scratched them on the sides. And when the thing come down
to cut it, why, the design was already there. So we come on down and you
had to put them on the car.

Q: You had to be careful about not miring or was it hard enough that , .

A: Well yes, Most of the time your brick was hard enough that you
didn't put too much of a print in it but sometimes you did. Sometimes
the bricks would get printed. If a man squeezed them a little too hard,
why, you would get a fingerprint in it, They kind of liked for you to:
keep your fingers out of them as much as possible. So sometimes it
couldn t be helped.

Q: Well now, you talk about different types like Roman and mats and all,
did you make other designs other than that?

A: Well, we made what they call Lincoln Heritage and that thing was made
with rollers like but it had little trees and little offsettings and all
kinds of pretty little designs on it and when the brick went through,

this thing could roll over the top of it and that made a print in the
brick. It done the same things on the side of the brick and that made
the print in there, what design was on there for it to do, that was what
the design came out. And they sprinkled sand., They had the sand machine
over, they sprinkled different kinds of sand on it. Sometimes it'd be
white sand, sometimes it's be black, sometimes it'd be red, and you just
didn't know what color it would be when it came out. Sometimes they'd
make maybe, oh, fifty or sixty of them would be red and the next time be
black, and the next time be white, and sometimes it'd be all three at one
time, You didn't know which one was coming out. You just picked them up
and put them on the cars whatever way they come out.

Q: These were still green but they were these different colors?

A: Yes, yes, They was still green and different colors. And then, oh,
I'm trying to think of the Norman's., You could make a mat Norman or
could make a bolt bark Norman, Now your oak bark Norman was a, well, it
was kind of on the same thing as a tree like but it was just a big press
thing there that just made oak, you know, just kind of tore it up and
made kind of an oak looking . . . .

Q: Like tree bark?

A: Yes, samething like a tree bark on the brick. And they done the same
on the two sides as they done on the top. The brick would roll out
andyoumuldpickthemupandputtkmonyouxcar. Of course, your
Normans were the long brick. I don't know what, I think they must be a
foot lo ong or something like that, I don't know. Gets it right at it.
And they 're the same size, the same width as your other brick but only
just a longer brick. One of them was a three hole brick and the other
one's a five hole brick., Your five hole brick is your Norman's, your
three hole brick is your standard brick.
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Q: How'd you get the holes in them?

A: When you got your pug mill and you changing your head on your pug
mill, well, you have your, it's like a little fork made thing that goes
in there and it's got the holes., When that dirt comes through there that
knife on that pug mill kind of goes in there and makes a hole in there.

I don't know just how you would make your holes in your brick as they
come out, When the soft dirt come out, well, your holes are already in
the brick when they come through. When the cutter cut them, you had your
brick and whatever design you were going to make that,

Q: And the cutter cuts them with wire?

A: Cutter cuts them with wire. Sometimes the wire would break up. The
cutter was a dangerous machine., And couldn't everybody run the cutter
because sometimes it was, if you wasn't a pretty good size man, tall man,
if you was a short man, it was hard to handle the cutter, real hard to
handle it. If you was tall and big enough to take that wrench and get
them wires in there whlle that thing was rumning, well, you was in good
shape., If not, why, you're liable to be hung up in lt. That's the only
thing I can say about the cutter., I never did run the cutter. I stayed
away from the cutter as much as poss:t.ble. I might give somebody else the -
devil for ruming the cutter, if it didn't come out right, tut I didn't
fool with the cutter too much, I didn't fool with the pug mill any up
there. I mean, the guy that run the pug mill, that was his job. He had
to know how much water to put in the brick, had to know how much anicafye
to let into the brick and he had to know . . .

Q: Now, what was anicafye?\

A: Well, anicafye is a liquid form that they used to use in the brick.

I don't know whether they still use it. It seems to me that in later
years they quit using it., It was kind of a substance like a molasses, or
something., It made the brick stick together, too. )

Q: Sort of an adhesive, then.
A; Yes, it was sort of . . .
A: Paste, or something.

A: Something like that. It used to come in great big semi~trailer
trucks. And it was a liquid form and they would pump it into a great big
tank and then we would use, and use for quite a while before we'd ever
get it used up, And then they'd order another big truck load of it.

It's vhat they called anicafye, What I always called it, I guess it was
the right name for it. The berium was a white substance like a powder,
or like flour. It was definitely poison, I think. I don't think you
could, you know, you couldn't eat it or nothing like that because I think
it would kill you.

They know the guy that run the pug mill, he had to put in so much of it,
and then he had to know how much of this other stuff to go in. In later
years, they used to just take and carry it up and put it in boxes and the
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guy that was up there, he had to scoop it into a little machine like that
he had up there., And then he let that one run full. But then in later
years they got to where they'd take it and put it in a mixer. They made
a mixer of some kind and put a motor on it and the motor mixed it up with
so much water and then they had it where it would pump over into the pug
mill,

Q: And just mixed all of these other . . .
A: No, it just mixed the one. It just mixed the berium,
Q: Oh, it just mixed the berium,

A: Berium, You dump in seven or eight sacks of berium and mixed it with
about, I don't know, two or three hundred gallons of water, I guess.
That made the berium work in there.

Q: Didn't you use to have to take the berium up there?

A: Well, we used to have to carry the berium up there, but then when
they got it around to where they'd be using it in the machire, why,
whoever was working overtime, a lot of times they would carry the berium
down and dump it into this machine. I carried a lot of it around there
and dumped ltupinthismachme Oh, I've done just whatever they want
me to do, that's what I usually do. I never had no trouble with nobody.
So, that's my life with the brickyard.

Q: Well, thark you very much. If you've told me everything, 1 appreciate
it. (tape stopped)

A: Well, I happened to think of something else. I used to go up and
help them drill so they could dynamite to blow the dirt down to make the
brick out of, Vbdtakeagreakblgtruckuponthehillandhada
drilling rig on it and what I used to have to do is help take the bits
and put them on to drill. Each bit I think was around about, oh, 1'd say
around about ten or fifteen feet long. And we had five of them that we
had to change and we drilled down into, no, we backed this truck up real
- close, as close as you could get without dumping it over. Then they had
a rigging on it that you stood inside of it and while this thing was
drilling down there you had to take a shovel and you scooped back so much
of the clay dirt back out of the way from the bits. You kept this up
until you drilled clear down to the five bits. When you got to the
bottom one you started to pull them up. And you'd have to pull them up
and take each bit off, Each bit came up we'd have to take it off until
you got the five bits completely back up out of the hole. Then maybe
sometimes you would drill three holes in one day, That would take you
all day to drill three holes., After you got them drilled, then, you put
your dynamite or whatever you wanted to. Put your dynaante in there amd
your powder and then you scoop this real fine dirt back in on top of it,
that's what they call packing it. And you done this to all three holes.
Then they used to have to call over from the state building to get a woird
to tell them that they was getting ready to blow, When they got the word
that they could go, well, .
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Q: They had to get permission.

A: They had to let them know at the state huilding, over at the new
state building, that they was going to blow, And tell them about what
time they was going to blow. I guess it was whenever they would blow it
would scare the people or something over there, shake the building or
something a little bit or something. I don't know what it was over there
that they had to do but they had to call and let them know they was going
to do this. And they'd even do this maybe about once every two or three
weeks that we'd have go do this., I mean, sometimes I wouldn't have to go
and they'd send somebody else. But most of the time if I was free enough,
wasn't working the belt or nothing, well then, they would send me to do
this job., And that's all I could tell you about that. It was a job that
had to be done. That was it.

End of Tape
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Mark Cook, November 29, 1972, Springfield, Tllinois.
Gametta Coodk, Interviewer.

A: T started working at Poston's in 1969, July 3. I started out sifting
sand--just like everybody else when they first start--and working inside
the mill; looking around, longing to do just odd jobs in the mill, cleaning
up, scooping up brick bats that weren't any good. Then the foreman came
up to me and said he wanted to try me out on the cutter, I said, 'Okay,
I'll try anything one time," I tried it; he asked me how I liked it at

the end of the day and I said, "It wasn't bad." And I found out what I
did that day is have to learn all by my own self because there wasn't
anybody in there that I could learn about it, The guy that knew about

the cutter retired. They had to have a cutter man to run it.

I guess 1'll just tell you what this cutter's all about., When I first
looked at it, I was kind of scared of it. My dad worked there and said
it was too much for him, He didn't want anything to do with it, It was
Just a wire cutter that cut clay brick, This brick come out the pug mill
and they were clay. It wasn't actually brick then, it was a bar., It
would come out and it would be clay, soft clay. It would run down through
a textured gut, putting the texture on it if you were going to make the
smooth brick or textured brick, whichever, The smooth brick would go
down through the cutter, The standard cutter had four bars, twenty wires
to a bar, and it was the quickest one of the two cutters. It was the
easiest one to wire, really.

Anyways, this cutter measured off the brick--oh, a brick's about two or
maybe three inches wide., It would come down and measure this out for
twenty wires at a time, A trip belt would trip, the cutter would start
to move, and make a cut, Now after it completed this cut, it would trip
again and come back to its setting place until the bar got down far
enough to cut again, You'd break wire in this cutter, quite a few wires
would break out of it. You had to take the broken wire out and put
another wire in before the cutter would go on to make another cut, This
figured out the cutter made fifty-six or fifty-seven cuts--I forgot which
one--per minute, so like the cutter was making a cut just about every
second. It would just click, click, click, all day long until you got
95,000 bricks, It really went all day, that's the reason I kind of like
it. I was on a pass job with the rest of the guys at the mill., As long
as you got your 95,000 passed, you got them. The quicker you got going,
the quicker you got to go home, Just wanting to get out like everybody
else did, I leamed it.

When one of these wires would bust out, you'd snatch it out and put one
in., The first few times I did it I was a little bit nervous. The
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foreman told me, 'Take it easy. Don't get too awful excited." Because I
was going to hurt. He said, "You're going to have to be calm with it,
It's the boss, and you're being young and hardheaded." I went ahead and
was cautious with it, but I was still not being calm enough.

Q: When you started off, how old were you? You said you were young.

A: 1 was eighteen when I started on it, and I'm not speaking of being
young. Like all the guys that I was working with there, there wasn't any
of them under the age of thirty. I was the only single man working there
at Poston's at the time, all three years I worked there, to tell you the
truth,

But I was working with it and I thought I was being pretty cautious, but
I got a little bit off beat putting the wire back in, the cutter mat cut
and took the sleeve off my shirt., Right then, I got bound and determined
that me and this cutter was going to have a talk., (laughter) I was
going to learn it or else! That's when I learned it, to where I could
wire it pretty good, and I used to play with it a lot then.

Q: When you say wire it, how many wires did you put through?

A: There'd be twenty wires to a bar, four bars to the cutter. And you'd
pick up a bundle of wires, there'd be 250 wires to a bundle, and during
the course of a day, I might use two, maybe three bundles. We'd still be
going home about noon, one o'clock, somewhere around in there., At first,
couple or three bundles of wires going through the cutter, the first year
I worked there, about the first three months, I was pretty slow. If I
had to go through two hundles of wires, I was hurting because we didn't
make the time we wanted, We'd make the day, but it would be about three
o'clock and then we'd have to go another half hour and you wouldn't have
made 95,000 brick,

The guys wanted to go, they was kind of disappointed because the guys on
the belt depended on the man up on the cutter to get out and make their

day and get going. A lot of guys worked the belt had second jobs to go

to, was working night jobs along with working during the day.

Q: Didn't you give the belt a try?

A: Oh, yes.

Q: You didn't like that?

A: No, I liked it, it was all right. It was just too mach work involved.
Q: You like the cutter better.

A: You see, after you'd load the cutter and you find out what it's all
about and you start learning the reason why it does this, and the reason
it does that, where you can fix it as it's rumning, without having to
shut it off. Let's say, like, you're ruming and everything is starting

to run smooth and you're getting clean dirt, no rocks coming down, maybe
you might break the wire ocut once every two or three mimites., Everything's
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running real smooth, which happens quite a little bit, and you get to
punching out about twenty-two or twenty-three an hour. That's when
you're making your time right. If something happens with the cutter,
let's say like it's making this cut but it's not stopping in the proper
position and you're leaving a little mark on the brick. Well, at first,
1'd have to stop the whole machine, shut down the whole machine, shut off
the pug, the belt, the cutter and everything so I could straighten it
out. Then after I found out about it, exactly what all I was doing, it
wasn't really necessary to shut down the whole machine because you could
just reach over it, reach around it over on the other side, it might be
right next to you, just a little adjustment, stop doing what it was doing
and run on through.

The guys would pick up the brick that was marred, they start picking up
the good brick as it came down. They'd also let you know whenever somathing
went wrong, like if you didn't know, like on mat bricks again. These
little brushes, there was wire brushes and you fold them and there's six
wires that you folded over. There would be twelve ends poking through
this hole in this bar., The bar was about, oh, eleven inches long maybe.
And you'd fill these bars and there'd be three holes across, about an

inch and a half wide, all the way across it. The holes would be just as
close as you possibly could get them without drilling completely thr R
just making one big hole down on the bar, You'd fill up this brush

you'd put it on and make a mat brick, make it, On a lot of your new
buildings that you go up to, you'd be able to see it, it looked like
somebody's taken a wire brush and rubbed it along the side of the building.
That's the mat texture of it,

These little wires come down and they'd get on ]'alatimm, which would be
between the brick, and beside the cutter., They'd leave a little tiny
hairline in the brick which makes the brick no good. The guys on the
belt would call out, "Wire in it!" And I'd either have to shut it off,
try to get it out, The first year I ran, I only ran the cutter about
four months and then went back a second time and ran it about six months,
and the third time, I ran nine months. I really didn't have

experience on the cutter to where I felt that I was good. If we'd kept
rolling and everything, I felt I might learn it like some of the older
guys had, There's one guy there that everybody always talked about to
me, told me he was the greatest. I always wanted to meet the man, I
never have met him yet,

Q: Who was he?
A: Art Mann, supposed to be one of the better cutter men.

Q: Although they said that you leamed it faster than he did, didn't
they?

A: Yes, this last year, some of the older guys had been there for about,
let's see, fifteen, twenty, maybe twenty-five years, they was working
twenty-seven guys, That was all the guys that was working in the whole
yard. There was a lot of guys that had been outside the last five years,
working tow motors, brick setters, They'd start out at six o'clock in
the morning and when they set 124 cars in the kilns to be fired, to be












































































