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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by Gamtta Cook for the Oral JXstory Off ice on November 1, 1972. 
Kathryn Back transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the transcript. 

Ivory Carter m s  employed by the Poston Brick Company of Springfield, 
Illinois from 1917 to 1962. In this m i r ,  Mr. Carter describes the 
different jobs he held at the Poston Brick Company and the changes in 
the machinery over the years. Mr. Carter also discusses brick mkbg 
and the different kinds of bricks. 

Readers of the oral history m~loir should beaz in ndnd that it is  a 
transcript of the spaken wrd, and that the intelvimr, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that i s  
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamn State University is  not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The marruscript may be read, quoted and cited freely, It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mchanical, 
without permission in writing £ran the Oral History Office, Sang- 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708, 



Ivory Carter, NENanber 1, 1972, Springfield, I l lh is .  

Garnetta Cook, Interviewr. 

Q: Today ne're going to have an intenriew w i t h  Mr.  Ivory Carter, a 
lorg-tim employee of Poston Brick CaPparry. Mr. Carter has lived in  
Springfield for many years, He has a l o t  of experience w i t h  the brick 
c a p a q ,  and I think he can give us a l o t  of information. 

A: I started at Poston's in about 1917 hauling brick away f r m  Poston 
Brick Canpay, And then, when I f i r s t  started to  wrking at the plant, 
it w s  at the Springfield Paving Brickyard, and then in 1928, Mr, Poston 
bq$t the Springfield Paving Brickyard and brought us all aver t o  his 
yard. I mrked there for the rest of my days e e p t  I had one other job 
i n  1937, I wmt  to the city and mrked from 1937 to 1939, and I vent 
back to the brickyard. That's &re I put the rest of my time in, a t  
Poston Brick Corqany. 

Q: How long e r e  you there? 

A: k11, I started out there 1917 and I wrked there unti l  1962; that's 
when I had the heart attack. That wts rty last wrk that I ever did. 
(laughter) b t  is that, Estol te l l ing on rne? 

Q: &11, he just asked rn to  ask you about the gad and the logs, and 
all. He just mentioned it to me; he thought you d be able to  tell us. 
( 1-e~) 

A: ell, whenever the brickyard ow the ~ l l ~ u l d  break d m ,  that muld 
stop the setting gang, and then we'd all  go to  the pond. I had a board, 
and I was on this board, and Harry Mann, and I think Roy Kirby. I couldn't ' 

swim and that pond w s  deep. Eut I was riding this board (laughter) and 
Bob Kennedy--he ' s dead m - h e  swam up by KIE and forced that b a r d  out 
and forced that board out fran under n ~ ,  (1-ter) and Roy and Harry 
helped me get out. Wlen I got my feet  on to  &ere I could bitch abut 
it, (l+ter) I really told Bob Kerrnedy scare-. (l-ter) But 
that's h t  ~ ' d  do almys -er the brickyard muld go down, the 
whole gang of than. b ' d  have t o  d t  until the m m  firred it back so 
they d d  make brick again, So w ' d  go dam there and get in the pond, 
and had a lo t  of fun dom there, That time, it wisn't fun for tre af te r  
they pushed that  bard out, (laughter) 

Q: Did you ever go baJt after that? 

A: Yes, I went back, k t  I didn't  go back on the b a r d  no mre. I 
didn't get nzlch deeper than ny knees, but this tinae I was way out in 
there and riding th is  board. Oh, I was really deep, going alang an a s  
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board, lxlt .clJhen Bob slipped up behind and p h e d  this board out: £ran 
under me, that let IIE dom. That wis part of this shale hole; that pond 
was deep a t  one t i n e .  

E s t o l :  [Gamtta Cook's husband] I imagine it was thirty, forty feet 
deep . 
A: Yes, every b i t  of it and them pushing that bard out £ran me and I 
couldn't swim. (laughter) I don't knew. 

I seen a lot of different things there and h they got, I think it was 
in the 1950s or the late 1940s that 's  when they got the mchines, They 
got one se t  of ~ ~ ~ h i n e s  and they didn't wrk, and they sent than back. 
Then they got the second set of mchines and they didn't mrk. They sent 
them back, And when they got the third set of machines, Mr. Poston sagd 
the machines ws wrlcing at other bridcyards and they were going to mrk 
there, And he never did cane to the brickyard until around nine o'clock 
in the mming. But when he got the third set of machines, he carre out 
there a t  seven o'clock, just like when w started. Mr.  Poston maybe 
d d  be over here, Charlie McCoy d d  be over here, Pat mrley wuld  be 
over here, Every way you muld look, you d d  breathe dom one of their 
throats. And they did that for about ttJD until they got their 
production that they m t e d  and then that vas it. Fk said they =re 
going to mrk and they did. And I stayed on the machine from 1952 until 
1962, until I got sick. 

E: Can I ask him  thing? W t  did you mean that they wuldn't mrk? 

A: k11, here's what 1 thirjk, the mn hew that their machines was go@ 
t o  hock sanrebody out, w h i c h  they did, because, see, I was in the -ling 
gang then, and they had three five-man wheeling gangs. khen they got 
these l~ltil~hines, they got tm machines; they give me one and they give 
Canpbell %th one. They give Carpbell a helper and IE a helper. That 
was four mm did more wTZc than fifteen um did. k, in the setting 
gang; tw men did t b  mrk that twelve men did with one machine. Mll, 
the pren, I 'm sure they hew m t  them mcbines =re going to  do. 

Q: bhat type mchbes =re these? 

E: They W they m s  going t o  hock them out, so they just decided they 
0 . .  

A: Yes, that they msn't going to wrk w i t h  thn, and they didn't for 
the first tm, bt when they got the third one, why, every t k  they 
lo& up, they was 1- at a boss's face and they had to mrk. That 
mt on a d  they did that for about tw meks and after that, why, that 
m s  all. 

E: WA1, then, a t  did they do, lay the ~~len off? 

A:  sax^ of them got laid off , yes, because they didn't need a l l  that 
c r d .  It l&d like VB had fifteen m m  &eling kick and four mn 
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did mre than the fifteen muld, w i t h  a tow rmtor. That's one of the 
things that the plen knew what it was going to  do and that's the reason 
why they didn't tmnt to wrk with them. 

The mill, the sam way. They used to take a pick and pull that shale 
down m the belt to go to the =chine &ere it w s  ground up. After I 
quit mrk--after I had the heart attack--and wmt back out there me day, 
ay l  a py rgrking back there said, 'Have you been back lately?" And I 
sad,  'No." He said, " C ~ E  on back here and lodc." So I wznt back 
there, the trucks mre wing in a bin and this bin mrves and a l l  he was 
doing was standing there at  his post, pushing a ht ton.  He'd push a 
hitton and so mi31 shale wuld drop out and be ground up. He'd plsh 
another btton and shut if off, and as soon as it d d  g r i d  that out, 
he'd plsh a htton,  car^ rmre shale drop in there. ?bat knocked ram out 
of w*, 

E : Yes, when I got there, that ' s when they had that already in. h t  
then I used to  W e  to go up there and push it dom, A lo t  of t b s  like 
it d d  rain or somthing it muldnlt slide, 

A: You'd go up an the top? 

E: No, I 'd go up on &ere the trucks d u q  at, and you'd have to  stay 
there and keep it pushed dom. And a lot of tirrres, you'd have to take 
fuel oil  and pour in along this bin to make it slick, so that it wuld 
slide. They'd bring in big chunks and stuff.  

A: k e n  I started there, they onlywde  a rug brick, and amat, and a 
slw hi16 for all red brick, all except the rugs. Nm they wuld put 
zinc in the kiln to color those, and then sane of than muld have green 
spots an thm, sorne brotin, and they set then in the. kiln,  see, set tha~ 
in flues so t h a t  they muld have spots on thern like that. ?he slow 
bilders, they ere  just red and the camms ww red. 

Q: I ' j u s t  mted  to how about the d e  you -timed the o t b r  day. 

A: That was at the old brickyard. A fellow who used to live up on 17th 
Street, his nam WIS H a w .  He had a rmle and the men vheeled the 
cinders. They fired the brick then with coal, and then when they 'd clean 
the cinders out, they Id wheel them out across the dock and M r .  Hawkins 
muld load than i n  this car and hock his mile on and pull than dom a t  
the end and dLmp them over the hill. &enever the transfer m l d  break 
down--at w hauled the green brick on to  the kilns--they'd get him to 
hook his d e  on to this transfer and pull the transfer. And you had to 
corre out EraP mder the dry and this electrical wire, the transfer m s  
run by electric, and they didn't turn the juice off. W s  old d e  was 
coming out under the dryer and his ears touched th is  hot wire, and hocked 
the mule dam. 'Ihey had a t ime gettimg him back up! (laughter) 

E: Yes, I '11 kt they did because that's a 440 wire that runs there. 

A: Yes, tlhatls a great big wire just like the streetcar wire they used 
to have and the trolley pulled on it. Mr. Hawkins didn't like that 
either, knocking his mule out. (lawter) 
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E: It's a wnder it didn't k i l l  it. 

A: It 's a mnder. A 440 wire,  and there wat3 another out there, an old 
man named Mr. Green. & pllled the dryer, and you laow how they pull it 
w i t h  a rope and have arm hnoks on the end. 'Ihat hook broke and when it 
broke, it f l e w  up and hit him on the leg and broke his leg. And v e  wnt 
in and @led the dryer, all the loaded cars out of the dryer, and Hugo 
Baptist, see, he was superinterdent at that tine, he told another guy, I 
can't rananber his name, to go on in there and pull the dryer. (laughter) 
He said he wasn't going t o  face that cab and Hugo had to go out of there 
and pull it out himelf before this old u m  muld pull any out of thexe. 
After Mr, Green had got his leg hoke. That rope muld break every now 
and then, kt it just happened this tine, it hit the old mn on the leg 
and brdte his leg. 

E: h t  did it do? I think vhen they hooked on, it had to go up in 
there three cars. The hook than on one end and then pull it across the 
other end, didn't they? 

A: Yes, 4 I think at  the old yard, they wuld plll tm tracks at a 
tim, I thbk they pulled out six cars. But over at Poston's, they d y  
wuld plll three cars at a time, 

E: If they put them in the dryer, like they c ~ l l e  off the belt, I think 
every three cars they d d  put in, they had to hods th is  rope one 
because . . . I think here's &at was going on. I think than dryers held 
about nine cars, but then every t* they put in three cars, they'd hook 
this rope over the back. Lib that f i r s t  car that wmt in, they had to 
pull that rope back to get more. They'd pull it back so far and then the 
nerst ane m l d  go in, they'd have to  pull it back a little further unti l  
they got three cars in there. And then they'd go wer, and there'd be 
six that was already in there. 

A: 'ha the um on the other end, whm they got that car pulled on the 
other 4, he could pull it. I used to pull the dryer out there, 

E: I never did gull the dryer, I man, I 've been out there when A l  
Beatly pulled it. 

A: M11, I did abut everything out there kt farm. Wen I used to help 
at farmdng, clinker, and looking in there to get all them clinkers off of 
them bricks. That part hmd my eyes, so I didn't w n t  that job. But I 
did about everything else at the bridcyard, 

Q: This m s  when they *re using coal? 

A: Coal, yes, that's when they =re using coal. Then af ter  they started 
to us- gas, you didn't have no clinkers or nothing. 

E: Didn't they go to oil before t?aey m t  to gas? 

A: %s, o i l  and k gas. 
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E: I thoq#t they e n t  to  o i l ,  because I used to  see them big tanks. 

A: Big tariks, yes. They had tm up there. m y  went to  o i l  and then 
£ran o i l  to gas, but even w i t h  the o i l ,  they msn't like coal. &cause 
when they turned coal, they had t o  clean than clinkers off of the bricks, 
And them clinkers wuld be just like jel ly,  they was, you know, so hot. 
I didn't l ike that because you had to get than all off of than grates, 
1- in there ~ that red. It w s  just too nu& for me. It hurt nq 
eyes, k t  my eyes. I didn't like that, h t  everything else I had a 
part in, 

Q: Men you say yuu mrked with the dryer, tell us about &at you did 
with the dryer. 

A: Just, what I did m s  every once in a M l e ,  muld be pull the dryex 
on the end that the brick m s  corming out dry. But I never did put in  any 
green brick in, on the other end. I'd plll them out when they w s  dry, 
after they =re dried. That's about the end of my brick wrk, because 
most of my mrk w either in the &eeling gang or the setting gang, 
that's where I did the mst of my mrk at. 

Q: wen you were wheeling , . 
A: bel ing  m s  before they got taw mtors ,  that's W they had five 
IIlentoeachgang. I m r k e d i n t h t .  

E: You can tell her a b u t  how the l i t t le cars was made, you knw, that 
they put so m y  bricks on each side, 

A: It just a viheelbarruw, and you put fifty on each side--you W l e d  
a hundred brick--fifty on this side and f i f t y  on this side, and wheels i n  
the middle. You'd raise that up to a certain place, it muld very near 
t ry  to  roll i t s e l f ,  

E: If you didn't raise it up, it muld ro l l  you! 

A: Yes, if  you raised it up too hi& or get a little chip or sarethiqg 
up in there, you better turn it loose or  you'd be l a m  aver across it. 

Q: bhem =re yat wheeling it £ran? 

A: Fran emptying the kilns, tJheeling than to the yard or to the =of18 
or  trucks. See, e 'd load cars, w h e e l  than ri@t out of the kiln, put 
them right in the car, put than on a truck. 

E: &st of the days back there, they had mstly wagons, didn't they? 

A: Yes, mstly mgm. 

E: More ~ 0 1 1 8  than t h y  did have trucks, because they didn't have too 
m y  trUdCs. 

A: k e r e  always glad when the guys wuld cane out to get a load of 
brick, because when we 'd be wheeling than out of the kiln,  they'd help 
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you unload, You'd be loading on their won and that let you get back to 
the kiln quicker. You was wheeling, you law, by the thousands. You 
wasn't mrking by the day, it w s  all piece mrk, Yes, the setting gang 
rss qiece w*, and the he l ing  gang was piece rark, so that w y  you 
didn t have a boss standing over you a l l  the tine, because i f  p didn't 
do mthimg, you didn't get no-. You had to mrk to  mske your mmy. 
That was one of the nice things I almys liked about the brickyard, you 
didn't have a boss standing over yau all the titne. Mayb he'd c m  in, 
in the mrning, and tell you so many to put in a car or on a truck ox 
sm~th ing ,  Then dter that, you d d n ' t  see him no more. You'd put 
than in a car or out on the yard or on a truck or samething. Them after 
that, you d d n ' t  see him no mre. You'd put them in a car or out on 
the yard or on a truck. 

A: In a bomxr, boxcar, Like mst of the cars, e always plt 20,000 
brick. That muld take you a l l  day. They t e l l  m the boys out there now 
are takhg them tcrw motors and in half an hour or an bur, they can set 
20,000 in there. Just tm m, and it took five of us all  day to put 
20,000 in  a car, *eel% than by hand. 

E: Than tow mtors, they pick up five hundred of then at a tine. 

A: Than packages pick 'up ewt hundred bcause there's four W r e d  in a 
package ncrw, ane hundred in each section. There's a hundred in each 
section and it picks up four sections, that's fwr W r e d  on each side. 

E: I run a tuw mtor when Jhmy Handley wasn't there, like he'd take off 
a day or wmthing, and I'd run the taw ~mtor and set them out: on the 
yard, off that big belt, you knw, off the conveyor. 

A: Now, see, &ere they banded up them brick and things, they got that 
since I le f t  there, 

E: See, that didn't c a ~  in there until abut 1970. s d r e  alone: in 
there. - That hasn't been in there too long. Mzybe it crme in  therevin 
1969, 

A: See, *en = used to &eel it out of t h  kiln, the brick-+ell, it's 
still loose until they take than up there to be handed--but I thixik it 
was 635 brick in a pallet that we'd take out of the kiln and take to  the 
yard or to the boxcar, Naw, they've taken that sz m ~  machine and are 
pi- up eight hundred, taking it to the yard, to the bornax, or setting 
it on the truck. They just put a little mre t~wt on the back end of 
the tow =tor to b l d  thm dam, and picking up eight hundred. 

E: b s t l y  they don't even have to do that, They don't even have to put 
the might on there, because the mtor on the t a w  motor s i t s  on the bank 
of it and that wights it enough that it'll pack and pick up, 

A: Yes, you'd be surprised that w i t h  635 brick in fiat of you, it d e  
a difference. Just a little wight back here helped hold it dom, 
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E: Yes, I h m .  I run- out: thexe for a 1- time. That's what 1,was 
do@ when they quit, You knm, I 'd  have t o  go in and mrk on the belt, 
mayb one ox tm days, and then w 'd have to  go out in the yard, %y'd 
put n~ on a taw mtor ,  Bill McCo~ck put me out: there w i t h  a tow mtor 
before he l e f t ,  see, and I was just supposed to  be a yard man, running a 
tow mtor through the yard, picking up, and then hauling away the junk 
brick that d d  cclrpe out. 

khm they put that shale up out there, they put that there ring in there. 
Tnen they had to have hdcets sitting in the xing, so that they throwed 
all  the brdcm brick, and all what they called their bad brick, they 
t h r d  in these hdcets, Thm my job = to  haul them h&ts out and 
d q  them on a truck and take them aver to  be g r d  up or t o  be t h r e d  
in the hole. Scmetixes they ccs~le out so bad that they d d n ' t  grind 
than, so, i f  the brick m s  broke apart too bad and they stuck too bad, 
thm than brick they didn't grind. & had to take t h a  back aver and 
dmptheminalaole .  ~ t t h e o t h e r s t h a t v l ~ l s g o o d ~ t o g r i n d ,  
sonetin~s I'd have to  make tm different loads, you b, because if w 
got a lxlnch of bad ones that was stuck too bad, then they didn't writ . So I had to  make a d i f f e r a t  load so that I could take the good 
brick over so it could be g u n d  and they could mdw chips out of it. 

A: You hm Harry hbn, I think he l e f t  there about 1932 or 1933. k t  I 
bet if you'd seen him, that'd been & first thin% he muld have told yau 
about, me and that pand. 1 They got the b* st kick out of 
that, teasing me abut very near drming  wt there, t I never did go 
under. I WS fighting that water. 

Y 
E: I'll tell you something that happened to  mz out there. I4m-1 I first 
star ted  there, I w s  dom on the crane, you how John m s  rumkg the 
crane hat I 'd have t o  b the oiler.  It had been raining and there was a 
big puddle of mter, as big as this roannow, and it w s  cold that day. 
I walked m r  and I had a l i t t le fire going, and I walked over and kicked 
a gas can, W ~ I  I kicked that gas can, it splashed up on m and zoan, 
cau&t me on fire! Here I was, fighting this fire, trying to get it out. 
And the nure I 'd fan, the mre the Eire muld cane up, Then John hollered, 
"Jmp in the mter, jump in the water 1'' And I was just like a big f ish,  
swish, right in the mter . (laughter) And oh, that water! I about like 
t o  froze to death! I told John, I said, 'T 'm going home," He said, 'Qh, 
no, no, if you go hglle, you wn' t  get paid." He said, "Stay here." So I 
C ~ I E  up in the back of this free -11 where this motor was and dried 
myself off . 
A: Wlt that was one of the things everybody did a t  the old yard, because 
that pond w s  right that close. You could just walk out of the m i l l  and 
you d d n ' t  mlk no further than £ran here to out there to the street 
until you - dom at the pond. Everybody writ in there. kt ' s  see, 
tihat ws that old man's m m ~ ?  You how, that tnas out there, he m s  a 
policeman out there. After he got too old to  wlk, they give him a 
job-old mn Fountain-they give him a job as policanan to keep the kids 
out of this pond* 

He'd go down to the pond to run them out and they'd just jump in, swim an 
across on the other side. Wile he'd hme t o  go around t o  get where they 










































































































