
PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t a p e  recorded in t e rv i ew conduc- 
ted  by Rex Rhodes f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  on November 24,  1972. 
Dan Horton e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Joseph Poole reviewed t h e  t r ans -  
c r i p t .  

Joseph Poole w a s  born i n  P o t t e r  Pond, Kentucky, on August 18, 1899. 
M r .  Poole w a s  a c o a l  miner f o r  47 112 yea r s .  For 44 of t hose  yea r s  
he  worked underground. I n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  yea r s  of h i s  ca ree r  he served 
a s  a mining in spec to r .  He r e c a l l s  t h e  formation of t he  Progress ive  
Mine Workers and t a l k s  about t he  unions and miners i n  I l l i n o i s  during 
t h e  twent ies ,  t h i r t i e s ,  and f o r t i e s .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univer- 
s i t y  i s  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h i s  memoir, nor  
f o r  the views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  r eade r  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be  read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Joseph Poole,  November 24, 1972,  Eldorado, I l l i n o i s .  

R. C .  Rhodes, In te rv iewer .  

Q. M r .  Poole how long  have you been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  mines? 

A.  Since February 25, 1918 up t o  September 1, 1965. My h e a l t h  forced  
me t o  q u i t .  I was a s t a t e  i n spec to r  f o r  t h i s  end of t h e  s t a t e  f o r  
t h e  previous  t e n  yea r s  and two months. I became too  s h o r t  of b rea th  
and found ou t  I had a h e a r t  cond i t i on  i n t o  t h e  barga in  and I res igned  
on September 1, 1965. That made me a t o t a l  of 47  yea r s  and a h a l f .  
And t h r e e  yea r s  and a h a l f  of t h a t  was on t h e  su r f ace .  44 yea r s  
underground. 

Q. What d i d  you do i n  t h e  mines? 

A .  Well, I ' v e  done every th ing ,  M r .  Rhodes. A s  I s a i d ,  t h e  l a s t  t e n  
yea r s  I was s t a t e  i n spec to r  of c o a l  mines f o r  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Department 
of Mines and Minerals.  But I have f a c e  bossed, I ' v e  loaded c o a l ,  I 've 
done j u s t  about every job of day work t h a t  you could t h i n k  o f .  I had 
every c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  Mining Department of t h i s  s t a t e  i s sued .  
You could j u s t  say  I ' v e  been a c o a l  miner a l l  my l i f e .  

Q. Were you ever  i n  any mining acc iden t s?  

A. Well, t h e  only th ing  I ever  had happen t o  me, even s e r i o u s  enough 
t o  be pa id  compensation f o r ,  was an eye i n j u r y  a t  Deering i n  1942. 
But I w a s  never i n  any explos ions .  I have fought  s e v e r a l  mine f i r e s .  
I have been i n  mines when we had mine f i r e s ,  bu t  I was lucky enough 
never t o  be caught i n  a mine when t h e r e  w a s  an  explosion.  

J 
Q. I guess t hose  mine f i r e s  a r e  r e a l l y  scary, ._though, a r e n ' t  they? - 

A .  Yes. And t h e r e ' s  many of them t h a t  a r e  put  ou t  by t h e  men them- 
se lves .  They're more f requent  than  people would imagine. Only t h e  
ones that n e c e s s i t a t e  c a l l i n g  out  a rescue  s t a t i o n  crew, and t h e  men 
t h a t  work under oxygen, f i g h t i n g  them, and doing the recovery work 
af te rwards ,  a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  come t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  But, 
t h e r e ' s  many of them t h a t  occur ,  t h a t  t h e  men put  ou t  themselves. 
I know t h a t  I was f o r t u n a t e  p u t t i n g  i n  a s  much time underground a s  
I d id  and never having a more s e r i o u s  i n j u r y .  But, I l ea rned  e a r l y  
t o  watch myself,  and a whole lot of men's personal  i n j u r i e s  a r e  a 
r e s u l t  of t h e i r  own ca re l e s snes s .  Now, t h a t ' s  all t h e r e  i s  t o  t h a t .  

But, I know t h a t  I was c a r e l e s s  t h e  day I got  t h e  i n j u r y  i n  my eye. 
The company furn ished  me s a f e t y  goggles t o  wear, and I wore them 
r e l i g i o u s l y  when I would be us ing  t h e  p i ck  on e i t h e r  rock o r  coa l  
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o r  d r i v i n g  n a i l s .  But t h i s  t ime I was us ing  a n  axe on a  prop. I 
wanted t h e  end of it  slant-ways and I d i d n ' t  have my g l a s s e s  on. 
That b i g  ch ip  threw up and h i t  me r i g h t  square  on t h e  eye and burs ted  
t h e  s u r f a c e  of my eye b a l l .    hat's why I s a i d  most of t h e  acc iden t s ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  a l o t  of them t h a t  happen t o  men, no t  a l l  of them of 
course,  bu t  no t  even maybe a  b i g  percentage of them, but  some of them 
a r e  because of t h e i r  own ca re l e s snes s .  That was my own c a r l e s s n e s s .  

Q. What d i f f e r e n t  jobs have you he ld  a s  a miner? 

A .  Oh, I ' v e  been a  mule d r i v e r ,  I ' v e  been motorman, t r i p  r i d e r ,  and 
I ' v e  been a  man t h a t  worked on what they c a l l  t h e  a i r  bu i ld ing  doors 
and b r a t t i c e ' s  and s toppings  of a l l  kinds.  I ' v e  been a  mine examiner, 
a  f a c e  boss ,  and I loaded c o a l  back i n  t he  o ld  days when they loaded 
i t  by hand wi th  a shovel ,  be fo re  mines went mechanical. I ' v e  even 
loaded c o a l  when we sho t  i t  on t h e  s o l i d s ,  without  undercut t ing  i t  
wi th  a  c u t t i n g  machine. I ' v e  worked on a  c u t t i n g  machine. I ' v e  
done about every th ing  t h e r e  is  i n  t hese ,  except  I never d id  run one 
of t h e s e  present  day, what they c a l l  Continuous Miners. That developed 
a f t e r  I became too o ld  t o  t ake  on a  job l i k e  t h a t .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was 
only being developed when I went on t h e  in spec t ion  f a r  t h e  s t a t e .  

The last mine t h a t  I got  t o  work a t  a s  a  company employee, i n  the  
product ion o f  c o a l ,  was Peabody Number 49 out west of o l d  Harco. 
There I was s a f e t y  in spec to r  f o r  t h e  company. Of course ,  I ' d  done 
passed working on machinery a s  I was about f i f t y - f i v e  o r  f i f t y - s i x  
yea r s  o l d  then.  When they  shu t  t h a t  mine down i n  1954 I cou ldn ' t  
g e t  a  job anymore. That was when I went t o  work f o r  t h e  S t a t e .  I 
made my c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  a s t a t e  i n spec to r  and was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  
g e t  a  job i n  about two months a f t e r  I made i t .  They had a vacancy 
and I w a s  lucky enough t o  g e t  i t ,  so  I had t h e  l i n e s  of i t ,  t h e  whole 
th ing ,  l i k e  I t o l d  you i n  1965. I ' m  so  near  o u t  of b rea th  a l l  the 
time, t h a t  I can walk over  t o  t h e  F i r s t  S t a t e  Bank, t h r e e  blocks and 
back, and I ' m  exhausted by the  time I ge t  back here .  Out of a l l  t h a t ,  
I have f a i l e d  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  black lung b e n e f i t s .  They say I don ' t  
have pneumoconioses and 1 have medical proof t h a t  I do. A brea th ing  
t e s t  showed t h a t  I had only e ighteen  per  cent  of t h e  b rea th ing  capac i ty  
t h a t  I should have f o r  my he igh t  and age,  and y e t  they  claim t h a t  I ' m  
no t  e n t i t l e d  t o  i t .  

I a p p l i e d i n J a n u a r y , 1 9 7 0 ,  bu t  ~ ' m s t i l l f i g h t i n g i t .  I ' v e n e v e r  
l e t  my case ,  you might say,  d i e .  I ' v e  always appealed i n  t ime, bu t  
they s u r e  t a k e  t h e i r  own good time. The l a s t  appeal  I made, I fu r -  
nished new evidence t h a t  I d i d  have i t .  I furn ished  them t h e  x-rays 
t h a t  I pa id  f o r  myself and an x-ray r e p o r t  and a  b rea th ing  t e s t ,  a s  
I t o l d  you. But they  have been wa i t i ng  t h i r t e e n  and a  ha l f  months 
now t o  ac t  on t h a t  appea l .  

Q.  Well you ought t o  g e t  back pay on t h a t .  

A. Oh, I w i l l ,  i f  I don ' t  d i e  be fo re .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  sometimes what 
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they  w a i t  f o r .  They wai t  f o r  a  bunch of us  o l d  b i r d s  t h a t  would have 
so  much back pay coming; f i g u r e  w e ' l l  d i e  and t h a t  w i l l  cance l  ou t  
our claim,  which i t  would. 

Q. It won't go t o  your e s t a t e ?  

A .  No. I f  I d i d n ' t  ge t  i t  myself,  why then  t h e  wife ,  i f  she  s t i l l  
l i v e s ,  could apply f o r  a  widow's b e n e f i t .  But as i t  i s ,  they owe us 
a  l o t  of back pay now f o r  she  and I, both. But, she  never would g e t  
my p a r t  of i t  i f  I d ied  be fo re  I got  it. So, I don ' t  know what 's  
going t o  happen. You're not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  though, and I th ink ,  t h a t  you ought t o  
hang i n  t h e r e  and keep t r y i n g .  

A .  I ' m  s t i l l  going t o  f i g h t  i t  a s  long a s  I s t a y  here .  A s  t h e  f e l l ow 
says ,  I l i v e  i n  hope, and I w i l l  till I d i e  and despa i r .  

Q. Well, going back t o  t h e  union and mining days, I guess t h e  r e a l  
t r o u b l e  s t a r t e d  i n  about 1932, between t h e  Progress ives  and t h e  . . . 
A .  Right ,  t h a t  was when t h e  Progress ive  Union was formed. They d i d n ' t  
l i k e  t h e  way t h a t  John L .  [Lewis] made the  se t t l emen t  and e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  way he l e f t  t h e  Southern I l l i n o i s  miners i n  t h e  l u r c h .  And it  
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  down i n t o  t h i s  county u n t i l  i t  w a s  formed up around 
Mulkeytown i n  Frankl in  County and Per ry  County--January of 1933. Then 
t h e s e  l o c a l s  down he re  began t o  become a c t i v e  and t h e  Sahara Coal 
Company, and t h e  Wasson Coal Company recognized t h e  new o rgan iza t ion .  

Well, t h e r e  was some men a t  every one of t h e  mines t h a t  s tayed  wi th  
t h e  o l d  o rgan iza t ion  and wouldn't go i n t o  t h e  new one. O f  course  
they l o s t  t h e i r  jobs.  And then  t h e  Peabody Coal Company had two 
mines ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  county a t  t h a t  time. Number 43 was a t  Harr is-  
burg and No. 47  a t  Harco. They wouldn't go t h a t  way, a l though t h e  
l o c a l s  voted t o  go t h a t  way b u t  t h e  company wouldn't  recognize i t .  
And t h a t  was where t h e  t r o u b l e  developed, from then  on. There was 
t h r e e  o r  fou r  yea r s  t h e r e  t h a t  they  fought one ana ther  l i k e  dogs. 
There w a s  shoot ings ,  bombings, every th ing  you could imagine. P i cke t  
l i n e s ,  f i g h t s  on p i cke t  l i n e s  and a s  I s a i d ,  I had a b ro the r  t h a t  
s tayed  a t  [Number] 43. My dad was an o l d e r  man. He was a  mine black- 
smith t h e r e  a t  [Number 431 and he s tayed  with t h e  o l d  organiza t ion .  
My youngest b r o t h e r ,  Fred ' s  dad, and myself joined t h e  new one. Then 
f i n a l l y  came a t ime when I went back t o  t h e  o l d  organiza t ion .  I could 
make more money under it than  I could--that was i n  1946 and I was 
h i r e d  a t  Peabody a s  a s a f e t y  in spec to r  a t  Harco. I could make 
thousands of  d o l l a r s  on t h a t  job, where I ' d  make hundreds on t h e  job 
that I had a t  Deering, ou t  west of Eldorado. So, i t  was John L's 
c o n t r a c t  t h a t  he made wi th  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  i n  1932--when he 'd  taken t h a t  
reduct ion  back t o  t h e  o l d  $5.00 base  wage scale-- that  brought about 
t h e  Progress ive  Mine Workers b i r t h .  
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Q .  Well, I was t a l k i n g  t o  a  Progress ive  Miner i n  Spr ing f i e ld ,  and 
he made r e fe rence  t o  a double wage s c a l e ,  one f o r  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  
and one f o r  southern I l l i n o i s .  

A.  Well, he d id .  He l e t  t h e  ope ra to r s  i n  southern  I l l i n o i s  t h a t  
had t h i s  heavy dawslate  have a t e n  pe r  cen t  reduct ion .  That was 
r i g h t  he re  i n  t h i s  county. Sahara and Wasson had a t e n  per  cent  
r educ t ion  below t h a t  $5.00 base.  That was t ak ing  a  wage reduct ion  
from the  $5.00 base ,  back from $6.10. And, they  had made t h a t  $6.10 
base i n  1928. O f  course 1932 w a s  during t h e  Depression, and t h e  
ope ra to r s '  bus iness  had f e l l  o f f  a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r  peoples.  They 
wanted t o  do another  one and 'he  l e t  them have i t  down t o  a  $5.00 
base. Then down here ,  he l e t  t h e s e  ope ra to r s  s i g n  up wi th  a  10 pe r  
cent  reduct ion  below t h a t .  

Q. Well, they  had a  referendum on t h i s  $5.00 wage s c a l e .  

A. And t h e  men turned  i t  down. 

Q. But [John L.] Lewis s a i d  i t  passed. 

Q. And then  he even c u t  below t h e  $5.00? 

A .  He l e t  t h e s e  ope ra to r s  he re  i n  t h i s  county, I know, whether they  
d id  i n  any o t h e r  county o r  no t .  He even c u t  t e n  per  cen t  below t h a t .  
A t  t h e  Sahara mines--I was working a t  number 10 a t  the t i m e ,  he re  on 
t h e  edge of Eldorado, down on Wilker S t ree t - - the  Sahara mine's base  
r a t e  was $4.50. So t h a t ' s  one reason when I got  a chance t o  j o i n  
t h a t  new movement t h a t  had been s t a r t e d  up around F rank l in  County, 
Mulkeytown, and i t  f i n a l l y  spread over i n t o  S t .  C l a i r  County, and I 
t h i n k  maybe a l i t t l e  i n  Sangamon County--I'm n o t  p o s i t i v e  about t h a t ,  
bu t  I th ink  i t  got  up i n  the re .  

Q.  Yes, i t  d id .  

A. But, t h a t ' s  what s t a r t e d  i t .  And then  we began t o  g e t  i n t o  i t  
down i n  he re  i n  January, 1933. 

Q. What happened? 

A .  Well, of course ,  a t  t h e  mines where they  recognized them, nea r ly  
a l l  t h e  men a t  every mine went i n t o  t h e  new o rgan iza t ion .  But, t h e r e ' d  
be a few holdouts .  Of course  they  l o s t  t h e i r  jobs .  They e i t h e r  had 
t o  j o i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  t h e  company recognized and made a c o n t r a c t  
wi th ,  o r  they  had t o  g e t  ou t  and f i n d  something e l s e .  And, of course ,  
t h a t  c r ea t ed  a  l o t  of hard f e e l i n g s .  And then  they went t o  p i cke t ing  
those ,  l i k e  t h e  two Peabody mines t h a t  wouldn't recognize t h e  organiaa-  
t i o n .  They went t o  p i cke t ing  them--the men t h a t  had joined t h e  Pro- 
g re s s ives  trying--and n e a r l y  a l l  of them d i d  [ j o i n ] .  But,they t r i e d  
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t o  work i t  wi th  what they  could h i r e  a f te rwards  and what wouldn't go. 
And they p icke ted  them. 

I remember one time t h e r e  i n  1932, they  had a  b a t t l e  t h e r e  on t h e  
edge of Harr isburg.  A bunch of men concealed themselves up on t h a t  
h i l l  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  highway, o r  a c r o s s  t h e  highway from t h e  mine, 
They f i r e d  s h o t s  a t  t h e  fe l lows  t h e r e  on top  t h a t  w a s  working. For 
a  whi le  t h e  ones t h a t  w a s  working had t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  wash house t h e r e  
day and night- that  is ,  e a t  and s l e e p  i n  t he re .  

Q. They were j u s t  pinned down. 

A. They w a s  j u s t  pinned down the re .  I know my dad was pinned down. 
He was one of them t h a t  was the re .  A s  I t o l d  you, my dad and one 
b ro the r  s tayed  wi th  t h e  o l d  o rgan iza t ion ,  and t h e  youngest b ro the r  
and I went wi th  t h e  new one. And I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  w a s  i n ,  no 
it wasn't  i n  t h e  summer of 1932, t h a t  had t o  be t h e  summer of 1933, 
because we d i d n ' t  g e t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  movement down he re  u n t i l  January 
of 1933. I know they had them pinned down t h e r e  about t h r e e  days. 
And I c a l l e d  up over  t h e r e  and wanted t o  t a l k  t o  my dad, and they  
l e t  me t a l k  t o  him one time. And I c a l l e d  aga in  t h e  next  day, and 
they wouldn't  c a l l  him t o  t h e  te lephone.  (laugh) I was t r y i n g  t o  
t a l k  him out  of s t a y i n g  t h e r e  and r i s k i n g  g e t t i n g  h u r t ,  wanting him 
t o  come on home. He s a i d ,  no, he was e n l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  du ra t ion ,  he 
w a s  going t o  s t i c k  wi th  i t .  He d i d .  

But, when I went back t o  t h e  o l d  o rgan iza t ion  myself ,  i n  1946, I had 
a l r eady  decided t h a t  t h e r e  wasn't  a  n i c k e l ' s  worth of difference 
between t h e  two of them. I f  t h e r e  was a  n i c k e l ' s  worth of d i f f e r e n c e  
between t h e  two of  them, i t  was i n  t h e  favor  of t h e  o l d  o rgan iza t ion ,  
under John L. The new o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  Progress ives ,  never d id  make 
a new c o n t r a c t ,  a t  no time, u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  UMW of A [United Mine 
Workers of America] made t h e i r s .  Then they s e t t l e d  on something 
j u s t  ve ry ,  very c l o s e  t o  i t .  They would have j u s t  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  i t ,  so  they could h o l l e r  t h a t  they  had a b e t t e r  c o n t r a c t .  I never  
was a b l e  t o  s e e  where they  had a b e t t e r  c o n t r a c t .  And, I was p len ty  
a b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t  they wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  make one on t h e i r  own. They'd 
always mostly work what they c a l l e d  pending a  s e t t l emen t .  Then when 
John L.'s o u t f i t  made a c o n t r a c t ,  why they  would row around a whi le  
and maybe i n  two o r  t h r e e  weeks they 'd  s e t t l e  on t h e  same t h i n g ,  only 
wi th  j u s t  some l i t t l e  o l d  minor d i f f e r e n c e  i n  work condi t ions  o r  some- 
th ing .  I never could s e e  where they  were worth t h e  e f f o r t  t h a t  we 
put i n t o  i t .  I thought a t  t h e  s t a r t  maybe we could do it. It w a s  
t h e  same o l d  t h i n g  about o f f i c e h o l d e r s ,  too .  Now, t h e  fe l lows  t h a t  
formed t h e  new o rgan iza t ion  claimed t h a t  they cou ldn ' t  ge t  r i d  of 
t h e  o l d e r  o f f i c e r s .  They always got  themselves r e e l e c t e d ,  and i t  was 
done by fakery. I found t h a t  t h e  same t h i n g  p reva i l ed  i n  t he  new one. 
So, what was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  A l l  of t h a t  was j u s t  as u s e l e s s  a s  i t  
could be. Now, is  t h e r e  anything s p e c i f i c ,  t h a t  you want t o  a sk  about? 

Q. Well, i n  t h e  c e n t e r  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  t h ings  t h a t  happened 
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were not  e d i t o r i a l i z e d ,  t oo  much. The newspapers d i d n ' t  c a r r y  i t ,  
I t a l k e d  t o  miners i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  and they  had a l o t  of problems 
and a l o t  of warr ing i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s ,  bu t  they s a i d  they had i t  
worse i n  southern I l l i n o i s .  

A .  Now, they f i n a l l y  accused e i g h t  o r  n ine  men, I f o r g e t  whether i t  
w a s  e i g h t  o r  n ine  of  being g u i l t y  of bombing and conspi r ing  t o  bomb 
proper ty  wi th  explos ives  t o  shu t  t h e s e  mines down. Some of t h e  bomb- 
ings  was done on r a i l r o a d  br idges ;  some of i t  w a s  done on mine proper ty .  
And whether they  were g u i l t y  o r  n o t ,  they  convicted them and s e n t  them 
t o  p r i son  and they  served about ,  f i f t e e n  months; and a l l  was paroled.  

Q. This  w a s  when, M r .  Poole? 

A .  That was a long  about 1937. Then i n  1938 they got  o u t .  Maybe i t  
w a s  1936 t h a t  t h e  bombing was going on--1935 and 1936. It took u n t i l  
about 1937 t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  t r i a l  and convic t  them. Then they  served,  
I t h i n k  i t  was f i f t e e n  months, be fo re  they  were paro led ,  They had a 
longer  sen tence  than t h a t ,  bu t  1 can't  remember exactly what i t  was. 
But, I know t h a t  I knew everyone of  them. There was t h r e e  o r  fou r  of  
them from he re ,  and one of them was a t  t h a t  t ime, s h e r i f f  of t h e  county 
here .  

Q. Who was t h a t ?  

A .  Ear l  Evans. 

Q.  H e  had a nickname, d i d n ' t  he? 

A .  Nip--N-I-P. Yes, Nip w a s  one of t hose  t h a t  had t o  g ive  up h i s  
o f f i c e  and go t o  p r i son .  Now whether they were g u i l t y  o r  n o t ,  was 
something I don' t  know. But I know they  were convicted.  

Q .  Was t h e  t r i a l  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A .  It was i n  Federal  Court i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. One gentleman t h a t  I ta lked  t o  t a lked  about t h a t  t r i a l ,  and I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  were as many a s  forty-one men t h a t  were brought t o  t r i a l .  
He mentioned t h a t  36 of them went t o  j a i l .  He was one of them t h a t  
went t o  j a i l ,  as a ma t t e r  of f a c t .  

A .  Well, he  may b e  r i g h t ,  bu t  I never  knew bu t  about e i g h t  o r  n i n e  
from around i n  here. 

Q. There was a l o t  of them from c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s ?  

A .  Well, t h e r e  might have been some of them from c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know about .  But, t h e r e  was, I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s  n ine  
from Sa l ine  County. The t r i a l  l a s t e d  I know up t h e r e  a long ,  long 
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t ime. We'd be a reading  about i t  i n  t h e  paper every day. 
-. -- 

Q. Did you ever  know John L.  Lewis? Did you eve r  meet him? 

A .  Yes, I met John, and knew him f a i r l y  we l l  when I w a s  a  young 
man. The l a s t  t ime I saw him, he was a t  Johnston C i ty  on Labor Day, 
i n  1928, and spoke t h e r e  and I was a t  t h a t  Labor Day ga ther ing  and 
heard him. I saw him t h a t  day and spoke t o  him, bu t  t h a t ' s  t h e  last  
time I ever  d id  s e e  him. I knew him and two of h i s  b ro the r s .  That 
w a s  Denny, who used t o  be d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department of Mines and 
Minerals ,  back i n  t h e  l a t e  twent ies .  He was i n  o f f i c e  when I made 
my mine examiner 's c e r t i f i c a t e .  

And then  I knew h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Howard, up a t  Benton, t h a t  was vice-pres- 
i d e n t  of t h e  Old Ben Coal Company. I saw Howard l a s t  whi le  I was 
doing in spec t ion ,  and a f t e r  I went o f f  I never  d id  s e e  him anymore. 
He looked a  l o t  l i k e  John. He wasn't  q u i t e  as heavy a man as John 
was, o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  John was t h e  l a s t  t ime I saw him. And, r e g a r d l e s s  
of what you can say  about John, t h e r e  was a  l o t  of i t  t h a t  I thought 
t h a t  he done wrong. But r e g a r d l e s s  of what we th ink  t h a t  he done 
wrong, I ' v e  got  t o  say now, i n  r e f l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  he was 
t h e  b e s t  l a b o r  l e a d e r  t h a t  got more f o r  h i s  men, over a l l  t h e  per iod  
of t i n e  t h a t  he served,  than  any o t h e r  l a b o r  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  has  ever  had, o r  t h a t  t h e  world ever  had. Now, he was p r e t t y  
much d i c t a t o r i a l .  You done what he  s a i d  o r  he  clamped down on you 
bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  he done more f o r  t h e  men, because, j u s t  l i k e  I t o l d  
you about t h i s  new o rgan iza t ion .  They couldn ' t  make a union c o n t r a c t  
of t h e i r  own. They always had t o  make one j u s t  about t h e  same th ing  
a s  h e  made, a f t e r  he  made h i s .  

Q. Do you th ink  he  changed w i t h i n  t ime? You s a i d  back i n  1928 you 
r e c a l l  s ee ing  him l a s t  a t  Johnston Ci ty .  Between then,  and say 1946 
when h e  had a  f i r m  hold on t h e  l a b o r  union, do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was 
any change i n  t h e  man's philosophy? 

A .  Well, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was. I t h i n k  John was smart enough t o  know 
t h a t  t h e r e  wasn't  any use  i n  f i g h t i n g  progress .  Now, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
no more t o  i t  c a l l i n g  t h i s  progress  than  say ,  exchanging t h e  open 
ca rb ide  l i g h t  t h a t  had a flame f o r  t h e  what we c a l l  t h e  bug l i g h t ,  
It was an e l e c t r i c  b a t t e r y  c e l l  enclosed i n  a case  and i t ' s  b e l t e d  
on your back and i t s  got  a  cable t h a t  runs  through t h e  cap and f a s t e n s  
up t h e r e .  And from t h a t  on t o  any kind of improvement i n  your machinery. 
The men wanted t o  f i g h t  i t .  ~ h e y ' d  f i g h t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of those  
lamps; they 'd  f i g h t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of new, more modern type  of 
machinery. And, John L. w a s  smart enough t o  know t h a t  progress  had 
t o  cone. You cou ldn ' t  keep from i t ,  and i t  w a s  coming. The ope ra to r  
had t o  have t h a t  machinery t o  s t a y  i n  bus ines s ,  because he was l o s i n g  
so  much of t h e  c o a l  market t o  o t h e r  fue ls - -o i l  and gas.  Take f o r  
i n s t ance  what t h e  r a i l r o a d s  d id  t o  them i n  1949. They s t a r t e d ,  so  
many of them, t o  go i n t o  d i e s e l  engines i n s t e a d  of coa l  burning loco- 
motives.  Yes, I t h i n k  John could fo re see  what was b e s t  f o r  h i s  men. 
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And, from 1946 on, when he got t h a t  f i r s t  we l f a re  fund s t a r t e d  a t  a 
n i c k e l  a ton ,  now t h a t  was one of t h e  grandest  t h ings  t h a t  ever  happened 
t o  t h e  men. They'd g e t  a $150 a month pension now. And i f  a r e t i r e d  
miner g e t s  t h a t  $150 a month, and g e t s  t h e  f u l l  amount of Soc ia l  
Secu r i ty ,  him and h i s  w i fe  can l i v e  f a i r l y  we l l  on i t .  It throws 
them up around $400 a month. But, now where you don ' t  have anything 
but  Soc ia l  Secu r i ty ,  and I d o n ' t ,  my wife  and I have t o  l i v e  on t h a t  
and not  f u l l  e i t h e r .  But we ge t  by. We've got t o  watch every penny. 
Now, they  buggered m e  ou t  of my pension. Because they changed the 
r u l e s ,  and f i x e d  i t  s o  t h a t  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  I had worked under t h e  
Progress ive  o rgan iza t ion  d i d n ' t  count .  And I was t h i r t e e n  yea r s  
under t h a t  t r y i n g  t o  ge t  away from i t ,  u n t i l  I d id  g e t  away from i t  
i n  1946. And 1 was away from i t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t ime.  

But, they  modified those  r u l e s  and made them more s t r i c t  and changed 
them around. When t h e  time come t h a t  I d i d  r e t i r e ,  I couldn ' t  qua l i fy .  
And t h e  t e n  yea r s  t h a t  I spent  l a s t  wi th  t h e  S t a t e ,  they  wouldn't 
count t h a t  e i t h e r .  That wasn ' t  counted. The way they had i t  a t  t h e  
t ime t h a t  I gave i t  up, you had t o  have twenty years  a s  a card  ca r ry ing  
miner f o r  c l a s s i f i e d  work. Twenty yea r s  experience,  ou t  of t h e  immediate 
t h i r t y  yea r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime you r e t i r e d  and asked f o r  your pension. 
And, I d i d n ' t  have t h a t .  I had a t o t a l  of forty-seven and a h a l f  
yea r s ,  and never worked a day a t  a scab mine i n  my l i f e .  The f a c t  
of t h e  bus iness  is, every day t h a t  I ever  worked i n  a c o a l  mine has 
been i n  I l l i n o i s .  I was only  e igh teen  when I cone t o  t h i s  s t a t e ,  
and I s e t t l e d  a t  a l i t t l e  p l ace  ou t  here  c a l l e d  Grayson, e a s t  toward 
Shawneetown, on t h e  L & N [ L o u i s v i l l e  and Nashvi l le  Rai l road] .  It 
had the- nickname of Nigger Hill. So i f  you've ever  heard about Nigger 
H i l l ,  t h a t  was i t ,  about two mi les  out .  And t h a t ' s  where I s t a r t e d  
t o  work i n  February, 1918. 

Q. Why w a s  i t  named t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of people t h e r e  c a l l e d  Niggers,  I mean a 
l o t  of Niggers l i v e d  t h e r e .  They c a l l e d  i t  Nigger H i l l  because they  
l i v e d  over  on one s i d e  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  where i t  was a l i t t l e  h ighe r  
than  i t  was on t h e  o the r  s i d e .  They even had t h e i r  segrega t ion  t h e r e  
( l augh te r )  as f a r  a s  housing was concerned. I don ' t  know anything 
e l s e  t h a t  would of g ive  i t  t h a t  name, Nigger H i l l ,  b u t  t h a t  d id  e x i s t  

Q. A s  we ' re  going along,  anytime you want t o  s top  and rest awhile  . . . . 
A .  Oh t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  I rat t le  a long  l i k e  an  alarm clock.  I f  I 
g e t  on some s u b j e c t  t h a t ' s  not i n t e r e s t i n g ,  why,you j u s t  t e l l  m e .  
Ask whatever ques t ions  you want t o .  

Q. How about t h e  mine owners i n  t h i s  a rea?  What was t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  
toward t h e  unions? Were they  more favorable  i n  t h i s  county toward 
Progress ives ,  o r  d i d  i t  ma t t e r ?  

A .  Well, I t e l l  you, 1 t h i n k  they  were more favorable  toward t h e  
Progress ives .  
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Q. And i n  Williamson County, they  were more favorable  towards t h e  
Mine Worker ' s ? 

A. See, they  got  t h a t  t e n  per  cent  reduct ion  down he re ,  t h a t  was 
below t h a t  base r a t e .  Well, they  got  a t e n  per  cent  reduct ion  on 
t h e  tonnage r a t e ,  too ,  where they  s t i l l  loaded coa l  by hand, and c u t  
coa l  f o r  t h a t  hand loading .  Now, t h e r e  wasn't  too  much of t h a t  among 
t h e  (background n o i s e  he re )  Wasson i n  1933, no I b e l i e v e  i t  was 1935, 
be fo re  Wasson went mechanical.  Now, Deering o u t  he re  went mechanical 
i n  1925. See, they  was a l r eady  mechanical be fo re  they  ever  went 
Progress ive .  Then they d i d n ' t  have t h e s e  continuous miners,  they  
had j u s t  what they  c a l l e d  a l oad ing  machine o r  Joys.  A l o t  of them 
j u s t  r e f e r s  t o  any loading  machine a s  a Joy,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
d i f f e r e n t  makes of them: Gooden, J e f f r e y ,  and t h e  Joy people,  and 
Mar ie t ta .  But ,  No. 1 0  where I worked down t h e r e ,  i t  s h u t  down, and 
was abandoned i n  1941. It never opera ted  anymore. It never d id  go 
mechanical. They t r i e d  a Joy l oade r  f o r  about a year  on one run--that 
was on one t e r r i t o ry - -be fo re  they  gave up and shut  t h e  mine down. 
It j u s t  c o s t  t oo  much. Then t h e  war came a long  and they  never d id  
s t a r t  i t  again.  They dismantled i t  i n  1942 t o  ge t  t h e  s c rap  ma te r i a l  
ou t  of i t ,  and t h e  machines. 

Q. During t h e  mine war, how many men would you say d i ed ,  a s  a r e s u l t  
of t h e  mine war i n  t h i s  county? 

A ,  Well, i n  t h i s  county, I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was ever  any k i l l e d .  
The b e s t  I r e c o l l e c t ,  t h e r e  wasn't  any k i l l e d ,  bu t  t h e r e  was one o r  
two s h o t ,  and wounded. And i n  F rank l in  County, a t  West F rankfo r t ,  
t h e r e  were t h r e e  men t h a t  k i l l e d  one another  t h e r e ,  t h a t  day. Two 
of them r e a l l y  l i v e d  here .  But they  got k i l l e d  a t  West Frankfor t .  
Two of them went t o  corner  one fe l low,  i n  West Frankfor t  Heights ,  
and k i l l  him. They d i d  k i l l  him, bu t  he k i l l e d  both of  them, too.  

Q. Well, I guess no one w i l l  ever  know how many t ave rn  brawls and 
l a b o r  f i g h t s ,  you know . . . 
A. Oh, no. There ' s  no way t o  f i g u r e  t h a t .  I wouldn't want t o  guess 
a t  i t ,  t h e r e ' s  been l o t s  of them. 

Q. Did miners c a r r y  guns wi th  them? 

A. Oh, yes ,  a l o t  of them did .  And a l o t  o f  them c a r r i e d  them t h a t  
wouldn't have used them ( l augh te r )  i f  they 'd needed them. I never 
had anybody t o  bother  me. But, I had t h a t  b r o t h e r ,  I t o l d  you t h a t  
s tayed  wi th  t h e  o l d  organiza t ion .  He got  k i l l e d  a t  Harco on t h e  30th 
day of  August, 1934, under a f a l l  of rock. They went t o  bury him on 
September 1 out  a t  Wolf Creek here. He was a Cathol ic  and they  went 
t o  have t h a t  f u n e r a l  mass t h a t  morning. Well, i t  had come t o  me t h a t  
some of the--he w a s  t h e  one now t h a t  had s tayed  wi th  t h e  o l d  union 
Progressives--hotheads s a i d  they were going t o  cause some t r o u b l e  a t  
church and a t  t h e  cemetery. 
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That ' s  t h e  only time eve r  I went t o  church i n  my l i f e  wi th  a f i r ea rm 
on me. I had a 45 automatic ,  and I c a r r i e d  i t .  1 thought anybody-- 
i t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  who i t  was--that was d i r t y  enough t o  
r a i s e  a ruckus a t  a fune ra l ,  deserved my us ing  t h a t .  And, t h e r e  was 
no t r o u b l e  though. No one done anything.  But, I f igu red  t h a t  if 
they  were Progress ives ,  and they were going t o  s t a r t  t r o u b l e ,  when 
they was burying my b ro the r ,  t h a t  I ' d  t r y  t o  hold up my end of t h e  
t r o u b l e  whi le  it was going on. 

Q. How many t o t a l  yea r s  of coa l  mining was t h e r e  between you, your 
b r o t h e r s ,  and your dad? Have you ever  thought about t h a t ?  

A. Well, t h i s  youngest b ro the r  of  mine r e t i r e d  t h e  1 5 t h  day of t h i s  
month. He w a s  49 yea r s ,  and he s tayed  i n  them longer  than  I d id .  
And, t h e  one t h a t  got  k i l l e d  a t  Harco, s t a r t e d  about 1923. We had 
about e leven  yea r s .  L e t ' s  s ee ,  my forty-seven, l eaves  o f f  t h e  h a l f ,  
and for ty-n ine  would be about n ine ty-s ix ,  and Ernest  had about t h i r t e e n .  
That would be about one hundred and s i x ,  one hundred and n ine t een ,  o r  
one hundred and n ine .  And, my dad w a s  a blacksmith. He never  d id  
work below. He worked from 1918. He s t a r t e d  blacksmithing out  h e r e  
a t  Nigger H i l l ,  too ,  j u s t  l i k e  I s t a r t e d  underground. He worked till 
he d ied  i n  1941. That would have been e igh teen ,  twenty-eight,  and 
t h r e e .  He w a s  about twenty-three, so  i t  would have been about one 
hundred and n ine  and twenty-three would have been about one-hundred 
and thir ty- two yea r s ,  between the  four  of us .  

Q .  Did you a l l  come over  he re  t oge the r?  

A .  Well, dad came f i r s t .  I was c u t t i n g  meat f o r  a butcher  and doing 
meat work i n  a grocery.  I ' d  l ea rned  t h a t  t r a d e  a s  a young man and 
a boy. I was only  making $15 a week. They had t h e  $5.00 base  s c a l e  
dur ing  World War I, and he wrote me t h a t  I could ge t  a job ou t  he re  
and make $5.00 a day f o r  e i g h t  hours .  Well, I worked from fou r  o ' c lock  
i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  6:00 a t  n i g h t ,  s i x  days a week, and from fou r  
o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning on Sunday u n t i l  noon f o r  $15.00 a week. So of course,  
I come. About two weeks a f t e r  he  d id .  Then i n  Apr i l  of t h a t  same year  
he  moved the  family up. We came o r i g i n a l l y  from Pr ince ton ,  Kentucky. 

I f  you eve r  were over i n  west Kentucky you know p r e t t y  wel l  where 
t h a t  i s .  Not t oo  f a r  from here ;  65, 66, 67 mi les .  You go through 
Cave-In-Rock and Marion. So, when I came over  he re  I d i d n ' t  want t o  
s t a y  a t  a l l .  I was one l o s t  dog. I wanted t o  go back home t h e r e  
be fo re  t h e  change of t h e  moon. And I d id  f o r  a few years .  Now, then  
t h e  l a s t  time I 've been back over t h e r e  has been about e i g h t  o r  n ine  
yea r s  ago. I went wi th  my b ro the r  one day t o  go over  t h e r e  and s e e  
an o ld  aunt  t h a t  was s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  and I haven ' t  been back. Before 
t h a t  I hadn ' t  been back s i n c e  1951. A l l  my people i s  gone now. Most 
of t h e  people I know i s  e i t h e r  dead o r  growed up, l e f t ,  o r  something- 
growed up s o  I don ' t  know them when I meet them. This i s  my home now. 

Q. Where d id  t h e  miners come from i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ?  I n  






























