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ass igned  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s t r e e t  c leaning  program. 

When I took over  t h e  job--you must remember t h i s  i s  a very p o l i t i c a l  

town--most of t h e  employees w e r e  political appoin tees .  As a r e s u l t  

of t h a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  and what-not weren ' t  of t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you would 

expect  of a n  employee. So t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a good s t r e e t  c l ean ing  pro- 

gram f o r  t h e  community, I had t o  go and a s s e s s  t h e  department.  And 

i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  department I found t h a t  we had inadequate  equipment, 

very incompetent employees, no t  e n t i r e l y ,  bu t  some t h a t  were very in-  

competent, i n d i f f e r e n t  toward t h e i r  job,  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  So I 

proceeded t o  t r y  and r e c t i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  terminat-  

i n g  one ind iv idua l .  This i n d i v i d u a l  was a p r e c i n c t  committeeman a t  

t h e  t i m e ,  But a l lowing him t ime enough t o  recognize t h e  f a c t  t ha t  

t h e r e  was some new developments t ak ing  p l ace  which requi red  more e f -  

f o r t  on h i s  p a r t ,  he  d i d  n o t  seem t o  want t o  conform t o  t h i s ,  s o  con- 

sequent ly  t h e  only t h i n g  I could do was recommend f o r  h i s  d i smis sa l .  

And t h i s  i s  unheard o f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by a  b lack  doing t h i s  t o  a  whi te .  

I mention t h a t  because i t  makes no d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me,  b u t  t o  a l o t  of 

people i t  does make a d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q. To t h e  man? 

A.  I don' t  t h ink  t h a t  he  looked a t  t h e  r a c e  th ing .  I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  

f i gu red  i n t o  i t  too  much. It might have. Maybe I ' m  over ly  o p t i m i s t i c ,  

1 don ' t  know. But I wasn ' t  looking a t  i t  i n  that sense, and maybe I 

w a s  b l i n d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  could have been a problem. Anyway, i t  w a s  a 

very  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  f o r  me t o  do f o r  t h e  s imple reason t h a t  i t  was 

n o t  t h e  wishes of t h e  commissioner. I had t o  inform t h e  cormnissioner 
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t h a t  i n  o rde r  f o r  me t o  do my job,  t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  t h ings  I had 

t o  do. And i f  he was going t o  run  t h e  whole department, he d i d n ' t  

need me. He had t o  r e l y  upon somebody, and r a t h e r  than  j u s t  r e l y  

upon him because h e ' s  t h e r e  o r  because t h e  job ' s  open, you have t o  

r e l y  upon t h e i r  judgment t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  because i t ' s  almost an 

insurmountable t a s k  f o r  t he  ch i e f  t o  involve  himself  i n  every b i t  of 

d e t a i l  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  

Then another  assessment I had t o  do on the department was t h e  i n f e r i o r  

equipment they had. And t h i s  posed personnel  problems. Did you ex- 

pec t  a  person t o  o f f e r  a d e f e c t i v e  p i ece  of equipment which no t  only 

prevents  him from doing an adequate  job but a l s o  poses a s a f e t y  haz- 

a r d  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t ' s  involved? So I took a l l  t h e  b i l l s  t h e  

equipment c o s t  us f o r  t h e  maintenance f i g u r e s  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing ,  

and drew up an assessment of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and presented  i t  t o  the  

commissioner, s o  t h a t  he  could p re sen t  i t  t o  t h e  c c u n c i l  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n ,  

which involved purchasing more equipment. 

I had no t r o u b l e  w i th  t h a t  because t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I gave i n d i c a t e d  

w e  were spending good money f o r  bad money. The equipment had roached 

t h e  po in t  of  no r e t u r n  i n s o f a r  a s  p r o t e c t i n g  the o r i g i n a l  inves  ment. r 
This was no t  t h e  usua l  process i n  the p o l i t i c a l  th ing ,  i t ' s , " ~ o n ' t  

ask m why you want t h i s ,  j u s t  go on and ge t  it." Well I'm a tax- 

payer  and I got  f r i e n d s  who are taxpayers .  I don' t  t h ink  you have t o  

j u s t i f y  every penny i n  a p u b l i c  r e p o r t ,  publ i shed  i n  a newspaper, b u t  

I th ink  you have t o  e x e r c i s e  some kind of r e se rve  and judgmen t  i n  

d ispens ing  of t a x  d o l l a r s .  The p r a c t i c e  before  had been t o  do i t  and 
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don ' t  worry about  i t .  But I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I th ink  

you have t o  g ive  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  making a l l o c a t i o n s  of $25,000, 

maybe $30,000, f o r  a p i ece  of equipment. And I had no t r o u b l e  get- 

t i n g  a new machine. 

The s t r e e t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  which i s  t h e  s t r e e t  signs--the c o d s -  

s i o n e r  had made a campaign promise t h a t  he would r e f l e c t o r i z e  a l l  

of t h e  s t r e e t  s igns .  This was a very d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  because t h e  

budget a t  t h a t  t ime only allowed around $3,000 f o r  s t r e e t  s igns .  

With t h e  high c o s t  of t he  r e f l e c t o r i z e d  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  would be 

needed, t h i s  was p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t o .  So, t ak ing  t h e  $3,000, 

I had t o  try and demonstrate t h e  mer i t s  of r e f l e c t o r i z e d  s i g n s  by 

t ak ing  t h e  $3,000 and doing something wi th  it .  

So, we inves t ed  most of t h i s  $3,000 i n  t h i s  r e f l e c t o r i z e d  t ape  t h a t  

i s  placed on metal  by a h e a t  vacuum machine. W e  d i d n ' t  have the h e a t  

vacuum machine, but: t h e  county d id .  So what we would do, w e  cou ldn ' t  

a f f o r d  t h e  hardware t o  pu t  t h i s  vacuum on, s o  w e  took t h e  e x i s t i n g  

signs down and bought t h i s  paper  which we cut: and placed on t h e s e  

s i g n s  and put  them t o  t h e  machine t h a t  t h e  county had, and brought 

them back t o  our  shop and used a r o l l e r  s o  t h e  embossed s i g n s  would 

come through. You r o l l  t h e  p a i n t  on them, you see .  O f  course now 

they ' r e  going t o  t h e  f l a t ,  aluminum p l a t e s ,  because they 've  got  more 

money and I t h i n k  my second y e a r  I w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  about some 20,000 

i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t  s i g n s  because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had demonstrated 

t h a t  i t  could work. That wasn ' t  t h e  best s o l u t i o n ,  bu t  because of 

t h e  l i m i t e d  funds we had, we couldn ' t  very w e l l  buy hardware and 
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buy t h e  r e f l e c t o r i z e d  paper  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing ,  too .  So we took 

t h e  f i r s t  rou te ,  which was t o  buy t h e  paper  and use  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

s i g n s ,  which would r e f l e c t o r i z e  them, b u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  would n o t  be 

a s  good a s  i f  we had t h e  f l a t  s igns .  The t h e  second y e a r  I was a b l e  

t o  buy a machine. The machine normally would c o s t  about $970 a t  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  time; I was a b l e  t o  g e t  i t  f o r  about $350, which was a  used 

machine. But I'm s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  demonstrate wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  i n  demon- 

s t r a t i n g  t h a t  poss ib ly  we would be a b l e  t o  buy a  $1200 machine, because 

i t  would mer i t  lig. Through ou r  demonstrat ion we would be a b l e  t o  

show the  c i t y  counc i l  t h a t  t h i s  is  the t h i n g  we need t o  do. 

Q. So you were working wi th  what you had? 

A. Right.  

Q. Did you fol low t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement? Didn ' t  c i v i l  r i g h t s  amend- 

ment go down i n  1952? What are your r e a c t i o n s  t o  i t ?  We can g e t  i n t o  

more of your  personal  f e e l i n g s  about t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  amendment, and 

how people you know reac t ed  t o  i t .  

A. I th ink  I can go along w i t h  t h i s ,  what happened. I d i d n ' t  know i t  

would happen i n  t h e  manner i n  which i t  happened, bu t  I knew t h a t  

something would happen because t h e r e  was a Chicago Defender, which 

is a black newspaper, and t h e i r  motto on t h e i r  paper  is, "Truth, 

Crushed t o  Earth, S h a l l  Rise Again ." This had some s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  

i t .  

You know, t h e  t h i n g  about t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement t h a t  I f i n d  a  

problem wi th  is  t h e  people who a r e  involved i n  i t  haven ' t  r e a l l y  
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taken t i m e  t o  conso l ida t e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  dedi- 

c a t i o n  t o  what they a r e  supposed t o  be about .  I th ink  one reason 

why is  t h a t  they  l a c k  cooperat ion,  and no t  be ing  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  

r o l e s .  W e  should have learned  t h a t  from DuBois and t h e  Booker T. 

L ~ a s h i n ~ t o n j  f i a s c o  t h a t  was pe rpe t r a t ed  by t h e  Ku Rluxes, I imagine, 

b u t  we 're  s t i l l  r e a c t i n g  t o  those  same kind of games. For i n s t a n c e ,  

h e r e ' s  t h e  proponents of t h e  v io l ence  theory,  i f  you don ' t  throw a 

Molotov c o c k t a i l ,  you ' re  no t  wi th  i t ,  see .  Not r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  i t ' s  

l i k e  a b a s e b a l l  team. I ' m  no t  t h e  p i t c h e r ,  bu t  I ' m  p l ay ing  a base ;  

t h e  p i t c h e r  needs me,too. And t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement has  a tendency 

t o  d i l u t e  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one does n o t  

recognize t h e  r o l e  t h e  o t h e r  i s  playing.  And t h e  ego t h i n g  comes i n t o  

p lay  t h e r e ;  I guess a l l  human beings a r e  obsessed wi th  t h e  ego t o  a 

c e r t a i n  ex t en t .  

Then I have ques t ions  wi th  people t h a t  a r e  i n  h ighe r  p laces .  In  ap- 

proaching t h i s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement have 

accepted t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have proposed a problem t o  m e ,  and t h i s  i s  

a r eac t iona ry  type  th ing .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  should look a t  t h e  law, 

and t h e  heck wi th  what t h e  opponents of t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement a r e  

saying.  And l e t ' s  don ' t  address  ourse lves  t o  them. And I t h i n k  

t h e r e ' s  too  much of t h a t  going on. I could ca re  l e s s  about what an 

opponent of mine would be say ing  i f  I knew t h a t  by law whatever you 

w e r e  say ing  was wrong. I t h i n k  we've been g u i l t y ,  and we've been 

placed i n  a box by r e a c t i n g  r a t h e r  than  ac t ing .  

There 's  eve ry th ing  on the  books r i g h t  now t o  o b t a i n  t h e  th ings  t h a t  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  proponents a r e  say ing  are t h e i r s .  But t h e  ques t ion  fisJ 
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will they exerc i se  t k  right of, due pr~cess l  And when YOU t a l k  

about exercistng the r i gh t  of due process this means what it says. 

And tha t  means t h a t  i n  the event you do win your i n i t i a l  case, due 

process may work against  you because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  other par ty  

has the  opportunity t o  appeal, which i s  a t i n e  consuming kind of 

thing,  whether you think t ha t  you're going t o  win it  or  not. And i s  

there  t ha t  much dedication there ,  o r  is  there  t h a t  much money there? 

How much money a r e  we ta lking about i n  a c i v i l  r i gh t s  case? And when 

you equate it i n  terms of do l la r s  and cents,  where is your c i v i l  r i gh t s  

movement? Because t h e  benef ic iar ies  of t he  c i v i l  r i gh t s  movement have 

no money. Collectively they do. So I think t h a t  i n  recognition of 

some of t he  pluses and the  minuses t h a t  a r e  required i n  order t o  ef- 

fec t ive ly  do a c i v i l  r i gh t s  movement, t he r e  has t o  be a dedication on 

the par t  of some people. I know tha t  some of our defense at torneys 

i n  the  c i v i l  r i gh t s  movement have devoted a l o t  of time t o  t he  c i v i l  

r i gh t s  e f f o r t ,  t r u e  enough. But: no t  enough of them have done t h i s .  

The recent cry about f a i r  housing--when I say recent I mean t he  accele- 

ra ted e f f o r t s  i n  f a i r  housing i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  o r  s i x  years--caused 

a reaction.  And as a r e su l t  of t h i s  reaction they found out there  

was a law on t he  books s ince  1876 making discrimination i n  housing 

i l l e g a l .  What I ' m  saying is tha t  i f  you get react ion enough you're 

going t o  f ind there ' s  other laws on the  books, And t h i s  law thing 

is another business, too. It's c lea r  t ha t  every time an individual  

has some grievance he 's  got t o  have a lawyer. When a r e  t he  people 

going t o  wake up t o  t he  f a c t  t ha t ,  "Who makes t he  laws?" Lawyers. 

And you're a captured society.  T h i s  is  one thing t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
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movement i s  going t o  b r i n g  out .  Not only t h a t ,  b u t  a  l o t  of o t h e r  

t h ings  t h a t  are r e l e v a n t  t o  people per iod ,  no t  b lack  o r  whi te ,  b u t  

j u s t  r e l e v a n t  t o  people,  per iod .  I t h i n k  t h e  time has come where 

t h i s  should be brought out .  

The l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  example, th ree- four ths  of them a r e  a t t o rneys .  

And look a t  what happens over  t he re .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  from an academic 

s t andpo in t ,  no t  a s c r i b i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  way i t  has 

t o  be done, bu t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way i t  has  been done. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  

t h e  b igges t  mistake we eve r  make--that t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p rocess  d i c t a t e s  

t h a t  we do something t h i s  way. Well, t h a t ' s  a mistake of t h e  p o l i t i -  

c a l  process .  But i t ' s  no t  a mistake u n t i l  t h e  people cha l lenge  i t .  

And when a r e  the  people going t o  s t and  up f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t s ?  Like 

t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  i d e a  now, t h a t ,  "You c a n ' t  e l e c t  judges, 

t h a t ' s  bad." That ' s  t h e  mast r i d i c u l o u s  t h i n g  I ' v e  eve r  heard of. 

Ce r t a in ly  we  e l e c t  bad judges, bu tcJesus  C h r i s t ,  g ive  me the  oppor tuni ty  

t o  de fea t  him. Is t h a t  t o  say  t h a t  t h i s  pane l  t h a t ' s  going t o  s e l e c t  

t h e  judges is  going t o  s e l e c t  good ones a l l  t h e  time? I f  they don ' t  

what r i g h t  do you have t o  r e c a l l ?  I t 's  a dangerous th ing ,  and a l o t  

o f  people a r e  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h a t  t r a p .  

Q. Would you s e e  an  answer f o r  i t ?  

A. Sure! Put  i t  back l i k e  i t  was. 

Q. ~ a v e n ' t  t h e  lawyers always made t h i s  . . . 

A. No! You've had t h e  r i g h t  t o  e l e c t  t h e  judges be fo re ,  and t h e r e  w a s  

something wrong w i t h  t h a t  system, But: what I ' m  saying is ,  w e  don ' t  
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have t o  r epea t  t h e  same system w e  had be fo re  i n s o f a r  as determining 

who would be  nominated f o r  judges; t h a t  w a s  bad, because t h a t  w a s  

done by p a r t i e s .  But what t hey ' r e  s ay ing  now, t h a t  w a s  t h e  real bad 

f e a t u r e  about t h e  e l e c t i o n  of judges, i s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p rocess  

has  a  tendency t o  g e t  incompetency. But you c a n ' t  blame t h e  people 

f o r  t h a t  because people had t o  vo te  on who had been nominated, and 

t h e  s l a t e s  were picked by p a r t i e s ,  no t  by people.  So t h e y ' r e  hood- 

winking t h e  people again.  People a r e  cons t an t ly  being hoodwinked. 

The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention was a c l a s s i c  example. Proponents of 

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention, innocent  a s  they may have been, f e l l  

r i g h t  i n t o  a t r a p .  Ce r t a in ly  w e  needed t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  changed. 

But l e t ' s  do i t  through t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  process .  I f  you do i t  through 

t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  process  t h e r e ' s  very l i t t l e  chance f o r  s p e c i a l  in-  

t e r e s t s  g e t t i n g  something i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  because of t h e  s c r u t i n y  

t h a t  would r e s u l t  from p lac ing  an  amendment i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and 

going through t h e  referendum bus iness .  Because the t ime consuming 

e f f o r t  t h a t  would be involved i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  process  would prob- 

ab ly  r e s u l t  i n  one amendment a t  a time. A s  a r e s u l t  of one amendment 

a t  a  time, i t  would g e t  p l en ty  of exposure, pub l i c ly .  Did you read  

t h e  I l l i n o i s  Cons t i t u t ion?  

Q. No. 

A. Who did?  That was t h e  s t r a t e g y .  

Q. we've got  lawyers making laws, forming t h e  most important  gu ide l ines  

of our  system b u t  we ' re  n o t  r e a l l y  having much t o  say  about t h a t .  I 
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s t i l l  don ' t  s e e  how t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a lone  can change t h a t .  There 

has  t o  be some kind of s o l i d a r i t y .  

Right .  Then you g e t  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups aga in  coming i n t o  p lay .  

S p l i t  f a c t i o n s  and t h i s  kind of t h ing ,  based on s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  

not s e e i n g  t h e  whole. 

How about t h e  Southern C h r i s t i a n  Leadership Conference? Wasn't t h a t  

a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group? 

Yes, I th ink  they ' r e  a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group. I t h i n k  they  made 

some p o s i t i v e  ga ins  and I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  having a l i t t l e  rough t ime now 

because any tfme one wins a v i c t o r y ,  one l i ke s  t o  ce l eb ra t e .  And I 

t h i n k  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  has been going on too  long. Then too ,  I have 

t o  go back t o  how t h e  S ~ u t h e r n  Leadership Conference s t a r t e d .  Al- 

though i t  d i d  make same ga ins ,  b u t  then  I'm kind of l e a r y  and suspi -  

c ious  of  a group t h a t  r e a l l y  does no t  s ea rch  fo r ,  "Why a m  I g e t t i n g  all 

t h i s  suppor t  a l l  of a sudden? Where is i t  coming from? Why is i t  com- 

i n g  from t h i s  d i rec t ion?"  The t e r m  I guess they  use today i s  paranoia.  

Experience has  taught  m e  t h a t  you've got  t o  be l e a r y  of those  bea r ing  

g i f t s .  And i t  may be unca l led  f o r ,  b u t  i t  doesn ' t  t ake  much t ime t o  

check i t  out .  I t h i n k  you've heard t h i s  express ion ,  "check i t  aut!' 

I t h i n k  more checking ou t  needs t o  be  done. You might be  s u r p r i z e d  

a t  some of t h e  t h i n g s  you f i n d  out  about t h e  backing of t h e s e  groups. 

Not that I ' m  i n  disagreement wi th  t h e i r  ob jec t ives .  

Well, t e l l  me something you m&&t know about t h e i r  backing. 
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A. I haven ' t  pursued t h i s  t o  any ex ten t .  With t h e  knowledge of what 

has  happendd i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and h i s t o r y  kind of r epea t s  i t s e l f .  

But 1 t h i n k  l o c a l l y  here--and I think t h i s  Southern Leadership Con- 

fe rence  is  a l i t t l e  t o o  f a r  removed from t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Springfield--  

we r e a l l y  don' t know what w e  want. When I say, "We," 1 know what I 

I want, unfor tuna te ly  I c a n ' t  communicate t h a t  t o  t h e  t o t a l  black 

community. They haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  dec ide  what they want. Having 

not  been a b l e  t o  do t h a t ,  they c a n ' t  dec ide  on how t o  go about doing 

i t .  

Q. Did t h e  SCLC sponsor  t h e  march on Washington when they had t h e  tent: 

c i t y ?  Did they have a name f o r  i t ?  

A. I don' t remember. 

Q. Was Mart in Luther  King t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. How d id  you f e e l  about  t h a t ?  About people from a l l  over  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  going t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l ,  sometimes on mules o r  walking, 

s o r t  of making, I h a t e  t o  say a pageant,  but obviously focus ing  p u b l i c  

a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  group. Did you l i k e  i t ?  

A. Yes, it was kind of an  i n s p i r i n g  kind of t h i n g  t o  see. People t h a t  

have n o t  been denied c e r t a i n  t h ings  cannot a t t a c h  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  

i t .  Those same people don ' t  remember t h e i r  American h i s t o r y  too  much. 

They don ' t  know too  much about t h e i r  own government. I t ' s  a shame 

when t h i s  same government has  n o t  r eac t ed  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  people 

t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  causes t h e  people t o  have t o  go t o  them when 
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t h e  government should be t r y i n g  t o  do t h a t .  It should be a  d a i l y  

process  one goes through. The same t h i n g  happened i n  Rome, The 

same t h i n g  happened i n  World War I and World War 11. "It can ' t  

happen here," "The nerve of t h e  Japanese a t t a c k i n g  us," and t h i s  

s o r t  of th ing .  And we've go t t en  i n t o  a r u t  i n  t h i s  country where 

c e r t a i n  t h ings  don ' t  ma t t e r  any more. Human l i f e  don ' t  ma t t e r  any 

more. How many k i l l i n g s  have we had h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  t h e  

las t  two o r  t h r e e  months? 

Q. Two? 

A. We had more than t h a t .  But l i f e  doesn ' t  ma t t e r  any more. This  is  

another  t h i n g  t h a t  has the tendency t o  discourage m e  i n s o f a r  as t h e  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  is concerned. I t h i n k  i t ' s  

deeper than  c i v i l  r i g h t s .   hat's p a r t  of i t ,  b u t  being a b l e  t o  sur- 

v i v e  l i k e  human beings,  r a t h e r  than  animals is important .  I t h i n k  

i f  the12,OOO blacks  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  would r e a l l y  s i t  down and look a t  

where they arq,  look a t  where the c i t y  is--and when I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  

t h e  city, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  people  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

b lack ,  but I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  conditions--and r e a l l y  look a t  i t  

r e a l l y  c lo se ,  they  could s e e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e i r  p l i g h t ,  and 

t h e  man on t h e  s t r e e t ' s  p l i g h t .  Like I s a i d  a wh i l e  ago, l i f e ~ i n  

Sangamon County is n o t  worth a p lug  n i cke l .  

Q. Don't you th ink  t h a t  i n  order  f o r  12,000 people t o  i d e n t i f y  wi th  what 

a r e  obvious problems they need s o l i d a r i t y  and l eade r sh ip?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  one we've heard,  poss ib l e ,  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
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Q. W e l l ,  w i th  regard t o  t h e  march on Washington, I t h i n k  t h a t  they 

had Martin Luther  King, who w a s  a l e a d e r  which we haven ' t  seen  s i n c e ;  

they  had s o l i d a r i t y ,  people t h a t  weren ' t  t h e r e  empa~hized  wi th  t h e  

people who were t h e r e .  J u s t  be ing  i n  t h a t  t e n t  c i t y ,  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  

couple of days, was a h a r r o w h g  experience.  I t h i n k  t h a t  even if 

people d i d n ' t  ag ree  wi th  t h e i r  motives o r  t h e i r  t a c t i c s  a t  least had 

t o  have som f e e l i n g s  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  people were p u t t i n g  up wi th  

seve re  hardships  i n  many cases ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  prove a po in t .  

A. Right.  

Q. How i s  s o l i d a r i t y  and l eade r sh ip  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  O r  i s  i t  an a b s o l u t e  

n e c e s s i t y ?  

A. I . d o n l t  t h ink  you need masses t oo  much; I t h i n k  i f  you needed masses 

you wouldn't have t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as i t  i s  today. The t h i n g  revolves  

around economics, and understanding how economics works can be an ad- 

vantage,  because t h e  people who a r e  i n  power worship t h e  d o l l a r .  And 

i t  seems t o  me that i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  h i m  t o  change, j u s t  change t h e  dol- 

l a r  somewhat o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e  d o l l a r ,  t h e  method i n  which you 

g e t  t he  d o l l a r ,  change i t  somewhat. I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e  b lacks  need t o  

worry about  t h e  12,000. I t h i n k  they need t o  worry about g e t t i n g  a 
I 

f e w  people prepared t o  t ake  t h i s  economic t h i n g  and work i t  t o  t h e  

b e n e f i t  of what the c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement is  a l l  about .  And t h a t  can 

be done. Because I have found i n  my exper ience  t h a t  I don ' t  have nea r  

the problem w i t h  t h e  whi te  community because h e ' s  got: a p a t t e r n  4 n - h i s  

p lanning  and I can a n t i c i p a t e  t h e i r  every move be fo re  they make i t .  

Because i t  a l l  revolves  around t h e  d o l l a r ,  s e e ,  and a d o l l a r  i s  a 
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f i x e d  th ing .  I f  a l l  of h i s  e f f o r t s  i s  d i r e c t e d  towards t h a t ,  and 

be ing  a v i c t i m  of planning a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I ' m  going t o  l e a r n  some- 

t h i n g  about t h e  e f f e c t s  of planning,  sooner o r  l a t e r .  I ' m  going 

t o  be aware of some of t h e  methods and whatnot t h a t  people use  t o  

keep people captured.  

Urban renewal i s  a n  example. It doesn ' t  t ake  any genius t o  s e e  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  developmefat of t h e  downtown a r e a  t o  t h e  

urban renewal a r ea .  It doesn ' t  t ake  any genius t o  f i g u r e  ou t  t h a t  

i f  t h i s  l and  had been a v a i l a b l e  two o r  t h r e e  years ago, you wouldn't  

have t h e  Monroe Gardens where i t ' s  loca t ed .  It would have been lo- 

ca ted  here, because i t  would have been more appea l ing  t o  p rospec t ive  

t enan t s  t o  walk t o  town than  i t  i s  t o  r i d e  two and t h r e e  mi les  t o  

town, you see .  

These k inds  of t h ings  a r e  h e r e  f o r  you t o  f i g u r e  out .  And a f t e r  you 

f i n d  those  th ings  o u t ,  what a r e  you going t o  do t o  prevent  t h i s ?  The 

road I ' m  t ak ing ,  i n  t h e  urban renewal a r e a ,  i s  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  people who do own land  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r ea ,  no t  

say ing  don ' t  se l l  i t ,  b u t  making s u r e  they g e t  t h e i r  p r i c e  f o r  s e l l i n g  

i t .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ge t  away from t h e  r e a l t o r s  and move back i n t o  the  c i v i l  

r i g h t s  movement i n  t h e  1950's and 19601s, and t h e  Black Panthers  and 

Martin Luther  King. 

A. Black Panthers  and Martin Luther  King. 

Q. The Southern C h r i s t i a n  Leadership Conference. Of course,  Martin Luther 
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King w a s  very a c t i v e  i n  t h a t ,  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  more 

about  how you f e l t  about  Mart in  Luther  King. 

A. Martin Luther  Ring. I th ink  I a l luded  t o ,  i n  one of t h e  o t h e r  t apes ,  

my concept of no t  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  cause and e f f e c t s  s o  much, b u t  

dea l ing  wi th  wZly Martin Luther  King. I th ink  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  two ways 

t o  look a t  i t .  One i s  from t h e  s tandpoin t  of t h e  b lack ,  and t h e  

o t h e r  is  o b j e c t i v e l y .  Looking from t h e  s t andpo in t  of t h e  b lack ,  I 

th ink  that a l l  t h e  t h ings  t h a t  he had professed  t o  be and t o  have done 

w a s  i n  f avo r  of t h e  b l acks .  

Then looking  ob jec t ive ly ,  I have t o  look a t  him as a t o o l ,  knowing 

something of how t h e  wh i t e  s t r u c t u r e  works. And I say  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  

p e r p e t r a t o r s ,  if you want t o  c a l l  them p e r p e t r a t o r s ,  of t h e  e f f o r t s  of 

t h e  people i n  t h e  South t o  ga in  some c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  were t h e  b l ack  col- 

l eg i ans .  This w a s  n o t  pub l i c i zed  t o  any ex ten t .  The ques t ion  coming 

t o  my mind is, "Why?" And I t h i n k  t h e  why can be  t o l d  i n  t h e  Kent 

G t a t d  s i t u a t i o n .  W e  pos s ib ly  could have had more Kents i f  the e f f o r t s  

of t h e  b lack  c o l l e g i a n s  i n  t h e  South had been pub l i c i zed  t o  an e x t e n t ,  

and t h i s  t h e  wh i t e  s o c i e t y  could n o t  a f f o r d ,  and d i d  n o t  want t o  t o l e r -  

a t e .  Consequently the c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r c e s  had t o  f i n d  another v e h i c l e  

which would have a tendency t o  temper t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a moderate ve in .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, working o f f  energy? 

A. Right .  I n  another  ve in ,  r a t h e r  than  genera t ing  t h e  philosophy t h a t  

t h e  b lack  c o l l e g i a n  i n  t h e  South had begun--and t h i s  is not  very w e l k  

known by t o o  many people,  because of p e r p e t r a t i o n  again.  It c a l l s  f o r  
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t o o  much time, t oo  much eesearch ,  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  th ings  out .  It 's 

n o t  immediately a v a i l a b l e  t o  NBC, CBS and A M .  Consequently, i f  

i t  i s n ' t  done by them then i t  must not  have been done. 

Those of u s  t h a t  have been involved i n  t h e  b lack  experience from t h e  

time w e  were black,  when i t  wasn't  vogue t o  be, we recognize some of 

t h e s e  th ings .  We knew i t  was going t o  happen. W e  d i d n ' t  know when, 

w e  d i d n ' t  know by who, b u t  w e  d id  know i t  was going t o  happen. I 

t h i n k  I'm r e f e r i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  1950's t h a t  took p l ace  

i n  t h e  South. That happened i n  Greensboro, North Carolina a t  t h e  

lunch counter  a t  one of t h e  drugs tores .  And t h e  next  dgy i t  spread  

t o  Tennessee S t a t e ,  i n  Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee; t h e  next  day i t  occurred 

i n  F lo r ida ,  a t  F l o r i d a  A g~ and from the re ,  Southern and a l l  t h e  

o t h e r  p laces .  But t h i s  is  a dangerous group of people t o  g e t  around 

and get: same support  f o r .  But s t i l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  wh i t e  s o c i e t y  recog- 

n i zed  t h a t  i t ' s  about t i m e  f o r  a change now. So i t ' s  b e t t e r  t o  have 

a moderate change then  t o  have an abrupt  change, because t h e y ' r e  n o t  

prepared t o  d e a l  w i th  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  thing.  So t h i s  made i t  i d e a l  

fo r  someone of Mart in  Luther ~ i n g ' s  s t a t u r e  t o  be p ro j ec t ed  as sa lva-  

t i o n .  And at the s a m e  t i m e  I have t o  s ay  t h e r e  were some t h i n s  ac- 

complished from i t .  

O f  course,  t h e  s p l i n t e r  groups coming up i s  no d i f f e r e n t  from your 

modern day r e l i g i o n ;  t h e r e  a r e  numerous denominations now. And why? 

I t h i n k  t h e  same reason why you have t h e  d i f f e r e n t  groups i n  t h e  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  Rgvament. Unfortunately t h e r e  i s  n o t  a s  much cohesion 

i n  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  groups as t h e r e  is  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  groups. That ' s  

an unfo r tuna te  s i t u a t i o n .  I t h i n k  I r e f e r r e d  a wh i l e  ago t o  t h e  b a l l  
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team, you got  a p i t c h e r ,  f i r s t  baseman, and s o  f o r t h .  C i v i l  r i g h t s  

groups have no t  seen  f i t  t o  recognize t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  r o l e s  

t o  be  played. 

Q. Well, t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  no t  always t h e  same. 

Q. I n  most groups t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  mostly a ma t t e r  of motives. 

A. Right .  Then t h i s  has  a tendency t o  fragment t h e  minor i ty  groups, 

because, "Who do I follow?" Most times they don ' t  fol low anybody, 

because of t h i s  confusion. And then  t h e  problem is s t i l l  going un- 

a t tended .  The Blank Panthers  had a message. The Muslims have a 

message. A l l  t h e s e  groups have a message. I t h i n k  you've seen  i n  

t h e  last two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  Panthers  have taken a new di-  

r e c t i o n ,  and maybe t h i s  was t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  begin  wi th ,  bu t  i t  

was misunderstood. So white  s o c i e t y ,  i n s t e a d  of say ing ,  "We made a 

mistake i n  no t  understanding what t h e i r  ob jec t ions  were,'' a r e  say ing ,  

I I They're t a k i n g  a change i n  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n s , "  when t h a t  might have 

been t h e i r  i n t e n t  t o  begin with.  

Q. I n  some cases ,  they d id  have these  p o s i t i v e  types of programs. But 

a s  f a r  as t h e  v io l ence  goes, 1 don ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  a ma t t e r  of in9er -  

p r e t a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  they kind of learned  t h e i r  p rove rb ia l  l e s son  when 

a l l  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  were i n  j a i l  o r  dead o r  forced  t o  l eave  t h e  country. 

If they were t o  su rv ive  and have t h e s e  p o s i t i v e  programs they were 

going t o  have t o  cool  it: a s  f a r  as a l i e n a t i n g  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 

t h e  establ ikhment ,  t h e  p o l i c e .  They were out  t o  get t h e  Black Pan- 










































































































