
PREFACE 

This  manuscript is  t h e  product  of tape-recorded in t e rv i ews  conducted by 

John Wolfe f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  dur ing  t h e  autumn of 1973. John 

Wolfe t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and John Wolfe and S p a  Mendelsohn e d i t e d  

t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Jack  P e t t i f o r d  reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Jack P e t t i f o r d  was born i n  Spr ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  on December 25,  1920. 

He a t tended  t h e  p u b l i c  schools  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and graduated from Fei t shans  

High School. H i s  co l l ege  educat ion was i n t e r r u p t e d  by World War I1 when 

he served In t h e  United S t a t e s  Army i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  

A f t e r  t h e  war M r .  P e t t i f o r d  re turned  t o  Spr ing f i e ld  and was employed as 

manager of t h e  Panama Tavern, a s  a bar tender  a t  t h e  Sangamo Club, i n  

food s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  Leland Hote l  and w i t h  t h e  Department of S t r e e t s  

and Pub l i c  Improvements. I n  1969 M r .  P e t t i f o r d  became the  A s s i s t a n t  

D i rec to r  of t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  and Sangamon County Cormunity Action Agency, 

Inc. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 

t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 

e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conve r sa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  

inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  n o t  

r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views ex- 

pressed  the re in ;  t hese  a r e  for t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 

reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  

without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamop 

S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Jack P e t t i f o r d ,  October and November, 1973, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

John Wolfe, Interviewer.  

Q. See, I missed something a l ready .  

A. You d i d ,  what d i d  you miss? 

Q. What you were say ing  . . . 

A. Well, t h a t ' s  my f e e l i n g  anyway. Even wi th  t h e  United Fund th ing ,  

from t h e  s t andpo in t  of r e a l l y  ana lyz ing  and a s s e s s i n g  t h e  whole 

p i c t u r e  of s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  and s o c i a l  needs, t h e r e  i s  no p rov i s ion  

f o r  r e c a l l  p rocess  by t h e  people i n  the United Fund. It 's similar 

t o  . . . Can you expect  a s  much work from a vo lun tee r  as you can 

from a p a i d  s t a f f  member? I ' m  not say ing  t h a t  s t a f f  t h a t  a r e  h i r e d  

by va r ious  agencies  perform i n  a d e s i r a b l e  manner o r  a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  

as poss ib l e ,  b u t  you do have an oppor tuni ty  t o  r ep l ace  them. H a w  

do you r e p l a c e  United Fund? By maybe withholding pledges,  and this 

g e t s  involved. I f  they 've g o t t e n  i t  s o  s t r u c t u r e d  t h a t  they 've got  

a commitment from management t h a t  i t ' s  almost necessary f o r  one t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  United Fund o r  you l o s e  your job; t h e  t h r e a t  o r  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of l o s i n g  your job, o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of no t  being 

considered f o r  advancement because of non-contr ibut ion t o  t h e  United 

Fund. Tha t ' s  f i n e ,  maybe, b u t  what happens t o  t h e  programs themselves? 

The admin i s t r a t i on  of t h e  programs themselves,  g e t t i n g  t h e  programs 

t o  t h e  people? There 's  s t i l l  no mechanism t h e r e  f o r  t h e  people t o  
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have some vo ice  i n  how they ' r e  used and how e f f e c t i v e  they a re .  So 

i t ' s  defea ted  [ t h e ]  purpose t o  begin with.  It was designed on ;oral 

grounds; un fo r tuna te ly ,  our  morals a r e  a t  such a low ebb t h a t  we 

c a n ' t  depend on t h a t  anymore. We've go t  t o  depend on law. 

Q. So o f t e n  they  don ' t  know what t h e  needs a re .  . . . 

A. Right.  And how can you t e l l  what t h e  needs a r e  un le s s  you have some- 

body t h a t  has  a need? See, t h e  reason we have a l o t  of t h e  problems 

i n  t h e  community is t h a t  we have this system whereby people a r e  no t  

aware t h a t  whatever a f f e c t s  one person i n  t h e  community a f f e c t s  them, 

maybe no t  d i r e c t l y ,  bu t  i n d i r e c t l y  i t  does. 

The case  of urban renewal is a c l a s s i c  example, no t  only i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  

b u t  throughout t h e  country,  t h a t  people t h a t  do n o t  l i v e  i n  an urban 

renewal a r e a  have t h e  tendancy n o t  t o  concern themselves w i th  t h e  ac- 

t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  urban renewal area, n o t  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  t a x  dol- 

lar is being used t o  develop t h e  urban renewal a rea .  So I ' m  q u i t e  

s u r e  t h a t  a person t h a t  i s  spending h i s  money--although i t ' s  tax 

money, bu t  i t ' s  h i s  money--he's con t r ibu t ing  t o  t h e  e f f o r t .  . . . 
I wonder if he runs  h i s  household that way, and t h a t ' s  what i t  b o i l s  

down to .  But then  you come i n t o  the s o c i a l  t h ing ,  t he  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  

This  kind of connota tes  t h a t  one manufactures o r  dreams up and t h i s  

i s  t h e  reason why we have poor urban renewal. programs, because t h e  

t o t a l  people a r e  n o t  concerned. They don ' t  approach i t  t h e  way they 

would t h e  development of a park. ~ v e r y b o d y ' s  involved he re  because 

t h i s  is going t o  b e  f o r  t h e  community; t h i s  is going t o  provide recrea-  

t i o n  and t h i s  kind of thing.  
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Well, urban renewal is  n o t  going t o  provide  r e c r e a t i o n  b u t  i t ' s  going 

t o  provide decent  homes f o r  decent  people and t h e r e ' s  an unmeasured 

f a c t o r  he re ,  and t h a t  i s  you're  say ing  c e r t a i n  segments of your com- 

munity a r e  n o t  dependable o r  a r e  n o t  c i t i z e n s  t h a t  you admire. And 

one reason why i s  because of t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of them t o  acqu i r e  and 

main ta in  a home which exempl i f ies  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  t o t a l  community 

through home ownership. That doesn ' t  mean a r e n t e r  i s n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  

b u t  t h e  r e n t e r  has  a choice. we're t a l k i n g  about  someone who has a 

choice;  we 're  t a l k i n g  about someone who has a choice--ei ther  he could 

buy a home o r  he could r e n t .  And i t  j u s t  seems t h a t  i t ' s  more economi- 

c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  f o r  him t o  r e n t ,  o r  f o r  o t h e r  reasons  i t ' s  b e t t e r  f o r  

him t o  r e n t .  But h e r e  is  a family t h a t  would l i k e  t o  own a home, see, 

and through the urban renewal process d e t a i l  w a s  given by t h e  e n t i r e  

community t o  t h e  planning of t h e  urban renewal. And let ' s  e l i m i n a t e  

t h e  p r o f i t  motive. There a r e  segments of t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  of tho  com- 

munity t h a t  g e t  involved i n  urban renewal,  n o t  because t h e y ' r e  con- 

cerned, b u t  because of t h e  amount of p r o f i t  t h a t ' s  made. 

Q. So i f  we ' re  going t o  start  o f f  wi th  t h e  circumstances of your b i r t h ,  

you s a i d  you were born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Right .  

Q. Where w a s  t h a t ?  

A. St. John's.  

Q. And t h a t  was on Christmas day i n  1920? 

A. Right ,  1920. 
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Q, And do you want t o  d e s c r i b e  your family s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. Only mother and f a t h e r ,  no s i s t e r s  and b ro the r s .  I was t h e  only  

c h i l d  i n  t h e  family. 

Q. You were t h e  only c h i l d ?  

A. Right ,  

Q. And both your p a r e n t s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  home? 

A. Right.  

Q. Do you know approximately t h e i r  ages when you were born7 

A. My mother was 21. My f a t h e r  w a s  28, I be l i eve .  

Q. And what were t h e i r  names? 

A,  I@ mother 's name was Mable and my f a t h e r ' s  name w a s  Frank. My mother 's 

maiden name w a s  Hickman and t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  background t h e r e  wi th  

t h e  family. My grea t -grandfa ther  was a l e a d e r  of a c lan ,  you would 

say.  Because back i n  those  days you had c l ans ,  and one l e a d e r  of a 

clan.  There were cous ins  and uncles  and aunts .  

Q. And t h a t  w a s  your grandfa ther?  

A. My great-grandfather .  And during t h e  C i v i l  War he  had a proclamation 

from the governor of Georgia fo r  passage t o  anywhere in t h e  United 

States. And they l e f t  Georgia and headed northward. Some stopped 

i n  Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee; some went t o  Oklahoma. The rest proceeded 

on up t o  I l l i n o i s ,  and they s e t t l e d  i n  what is  now Bond County i n  

C a r l i s l e ,  I l l i n o i s .  
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So t h e s e  Hickmans had been s l a v e s  i n  Georgia? 

No. They weren' t s l a v e s ,  no. They were f r e e .  

Was t h i s  dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War? 

Right .  And my great-aunt  has  a copy of t h e  proclamation. Then those  

t h a t  d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  Nashv i l l e  and came t o  I l l i n o i s  set up a--I don ' t  

know what you c a l l e d  them back i n  those  days,  you wouldn't  c a l l  them 

a commune--it was similar t o  a commune. They had t h e i r  own church, 

t h e i r  own cemetery, and had t h e i r  own t u t o r .  And they had developed 

a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e i r  b igges t  product  w a s  c a s t o r  beans. 

Cas tor  beans? Do you know what they a re?  

Yes, they ' r e  used i n  t h e  manufacture of c a s t o r  o i l .  It 's b a s i c a l l y  

f o r  o i l  and a l s o  f o r  feed  f o r  l i ves tock .  And they developed a m i l l  

t o  manufacture t h i s  o i l .  

Soon a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War they set up t h e i r  own community and were 

more o r  less independent? 

Right .  And this was a l l  done i n  Bond County. Then I had a gres t -grea t -  

great-uncle  t h a t  had t h e  f i r s t  t o l l  b r idge  t h i s  s i d e  of P i t t s b u r g ,  

ac ros s  t h e  Kaskaskia River ,  i n  Carlisle. Then my grandfa ther  proceeded 

t o  l eave  when he g o t  a l i t t l e  o l d e r  and he  moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  He 

was a teamster .  I n  those  days you d i d n ' t  have t rucks ,  you had wagons 

and horses .  

That ' s  why they c a l l e d  them teamsters .  

Right.  And he  was a teamster  and he a l s o  w a s  i n s t rumen ta l  i n  organiz ing  
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t h e  union i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The Wabash Rai lroad.  

Q. What was h i s  name? 

A. Z a l l a c a f r a  Hickman. Born s i x t y  y e a r s  be fo re  h i s  time. 

Q. Why do you say t h a t ?  

A. Because o f  t h e  type of i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  he  was. He would have been 

r i g h t  a t  home today. H e  w a s  a  s t r o n g  I n d i v i d u a l i s t  and d idn ' t  recog- 
- 

n i z e  the r a c i a l  circumstances.  Maybe you d i d ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  accept  

them. But t o  accept  people on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  value. Now I went 

t o  school  a t  I l e s  School,  l i v i n g  on Seventeenth S t r e e t .  

Q. Do you remember any of your teachers?  

A. Oh, t h e r e  was M r s .  Thompson [who] taught  mathematics, o r  a r i t h m e t i c  

I guess  you would c a l l  i t  then. M r .  Gannon was t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  And 

before him was M r .  K i lb r ide ,  who had a s t r i k i n g  resemblance t o  Abraham 

Lincoln. 

Q, H e  had a beard? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  have a beard ,  bu t  h i s  pos tu re ,  s i z e  and even some of his 

f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s  resembled Lincoln. And a t  one time my mother wanted 

m e  t o  go t o  Ca tho l i c  school .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  Ca tho l i c  school? 

A, S t .  p a t r i c k ' s .  I n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  from I les  t o  S t .  p a t r i c k ' s  . . . in 
those days t h e  Ca tho l i c  schools  d id  no t  have ha l f -year  grades.  They 

were whole grades.  You went from f i r s t  t o  second; you d i d n ' t  go from 
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1 B  t o  L4 and from 2A t o  2B. 

Q. That was t he  way they  d i d  i t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  schools? 

A. Right.  I n  those  days. So I w a s  i n  t h e  2B. And when I was t rans-  

f e r r e d  t o  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  t h e  s i s t e r  informed m e  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  

f i r s t  grade. And I came home f o r  lunch and d i d n ' t  go back. 

Q. Ever? 

A. Nope, d i d n ' t  go back ever .  Now t h e  ques t ion  w i l l  come, '"at w a s  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  of your mother when you d i d n ' t  go back?" Well, she 

wanted t o  hea r  why I d i d n ' t  and when I t o l d  h e r  why I d i d n ' t  go back 

she  d i d n ' t  press i t  any f u r t h e r  i n  r ecogn i t i on  of my opinion t h a t  I 

had achieved something and they were t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  i t  away from me. 

And I d i d n ' t  have t o  go back. Then from Iles I went t o  Fe i t shans  

High School, which is  now our  a r e a  voca t iona l  school.  

Q. And where is t h a t  loca ted?  

A. F i f t e e n t h  and Kansas. 

Q. And d id  you say  where t h e  o t h e r  one was? 

A. That was a t  F i f t e e n t h  and Laurel .  

Q. So they ' r e  a11 i n  t h e  gene ra l  a r ea .  

A, Yes, t h e  south  end of town. And i f  you want to  hear about  my home 

l i f e  be fo re  school, my father was a l s o  a teamster ,  and my mother was 

a domestic. And I had a b a b y s i t t e r  back i n  those  days; i f  my aun t s  

and unc les  weren ' t  available--and as they got  o l d e r ,  they le f t - so  I 
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had t o  be  l e f t  with an o lde r  couple t h a t  l ived  i n  the  neighborhood. 

And the re  was a s t rong  attachment t o  the  o lde r  people; I developed 

a s t rong attachment t o  them because they were providing some things 

over and above pu t t ing  you t o  s l eep  and giving you something t o  eat. 

They were a b l e  t o  answer a l o t  of questions. In fan t s  and small 

chi ldren  have the  tendency t o  ask a l o t  of quest ions because they 

don ' t  know too much. The only way they can f ind  them out  i s  t o  ask 

them. 

Q. And they took the  time? 

A. And they took the  t i m e .  Right. 

Q. What was t h e i r  names? 

A. Alexander. And i t  was a l i t t l e  more than j u s t  a babys i t t ing  thing.  

I th ink maybe i t ' s  a thing w e  would r e f e r  t o  today a s  a f o s t e r  grand- 

parent  o r  something. We got  s o  a t tached t o  one another t h a t  t h i s  

kind of s i t u a t i o n  prevai led  whereby I would go everywhere he went. 

H e  d id  odd jobs around and I would go wi th  him. Be worked a t  the  

bakery f o r  a while and I found out  something about a bakery. I th ink 

the  experience provided me  with some advantages over the other  chi ldren  

of my same age a t  t h a t  time because these  experiences [were] over and 

above what you would normally expect t o  f i n d  i n  a home s i t u a t i o n .  By 

being the  only c h i l d ,  the re  were a l o t  of th ings  t h a t  I missed inso- 

f a r  a s  companionship was concerned. Companionship with my peers.  

And the re  were a l o t  of th ings  t h a t  I did  not  g e t  exposed to. This 

had a tendancy t o  cause me  t o  develop a very bad a t t i t u d e  i n  rela- 

t ionship  t o  o the r  young children.  
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Would i t  be  more h o s t i l e  o r  i n t r o v e r t e d ?  

Yes, I would say in t rove r t ed .  I th ink  t h e  term t h a t  most people 

use,  and use  i t  loose ly ,  i s  maybe spo i l ed ,  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

o t h e r  ch i ld ren ,  

I ' v e  no t i ced  t h a t  o f t e n  i n  pre-school whenever t h e r e  is  a  problem wi th  

ch i ld ren  t h a t  don ' t  want t o  share, you can, a t  t he  end of t h e  f i r s t  

week, p ick  o u t  who is t h e  only  c h i l d  i n  t h e  family,  It t akes  them 

a whi le  f o r  them t o  i n t e g r a t e .  

I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  I possessed t h e  non-sharing t h i n g  as much as I 

d i d  t h e  domineering. This  is t h e  th ing  t h a t  I t h i n k  I p ro jec t ed  more 

than  t h e  non-sharing; I think t h e  non-sharing was over-emphasized 

where I w a s  concerned, I xemember one p a r t i c u l a r  family t h a t  w a s  

real close. They were on wel fare ,  which I d id  n o t  understand a t  t h a t  

t ime, and r e a l l y  d o n ' t  understand now, a c t u a l l y .  

I d i d n ' t  know they had it i n  those  days. 

Yes. 

About when w a s  t h a t ,  19251 

Yes, w e l l  when they r e a l l y  recognized i t  was about i n  1928 o r  1929. 

And t h a t  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  Depression. How I w a s  able 

t o  recognize i t  was years ago--and they s t i l l  do i t  on a  l i m i t e d  

basis--they used t o  have a Christmas p a r t y ,  t h e  governor would spon- 

s o r  t h i s  p a r t y ,  and i n  those  days t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  go t o  t h i s  p a r t y  

you had t o  be on wel fare .  And every t i m e  t h e  p a r t y  came up I cou ldn ' t  
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go wi th  my f r i e n d s  because I wasn't  on wel fare .  

9. So you f e l t  l e f t  ou t?  

A. Right.  And t h i s  i s  a l e s son  t h a t  I th ink  t h a t  we  need t o  kind of 

learn today when w e  t r y  t o  p l ace  people i n  ca t egor i e s .  Espec ia l ly  

when you ' re  dea l ing  wi th  young people.  It can be  kind of damaging 

t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who doesn ' t  recognize t h e  a d u l t  world a s  such,  

b u t  he does recognize t h a t  you ' re  denying him an oppor tuni ty  t o  as- 

s o c i a t e  w i th  his f r i e n d s  i n  some p a r t i c u l a r  event .  The Government 

has  s a i d ,  "we cannot accept  you because your c e r t a i n  economic s i t u a -  

t i o n  doesn ' t  c a l l  f o r  it." And t h a t  can be kind of damaging. 

A s  f a r  as my home l i f e ,  I had a l o t  of good th ings  t h a t  happened i n  

my home l i f e .  I had an unc le ,  my mother 's youngest b r o t h e r ,  and he 

was f i v e  yea r s  o l d e r  than m e .  We were more o r  l e s s  r a i s e d  toge the r  

and w e  developed a more o r  less b ro the r  s i t u a t i o n  r a t h e r  than an 

unc le  and nephew s i t u a t i o n .  I learned  some th ings  from him because 

of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  w a s  f i v e  yea r s  o l d e r  than  me.  I was a b l e  t o  g e t  

some development t h e r e  t h a t  i f  he wasn't  t h e r e  probably I wouldn't 

have been a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e .  . . . 

Q. Whatever happened t o  him? 

A. H e ' s  s t i l l  l i v i n g .  ~e's i n  Chicago. 

Q.  What's h i s  name? 

A. Leo Hickman. 

Q. I s n ' t  t h a t  what you s a i d  your mother 's maiden name was? 
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A. Right .  

Q. Was he p a r t  of t h e  c lan?  

A.  Well, t h e  c l a n  was way back i n  my grea t -grandfa ther ' s  time. 

Q. Did he draw on the same l i neage ,  o r  what? 

A. Oh, yes .  He w a s  the  baby of t he  family,  of my mother 's  family.  

Q. I misunderstood you. Then he  r e a l l y  was your uncle? 

A. Right .  

Q. But he wasn't  much o l d e r  than  you? 

A. Five yea r s  o l d e r ,  right. One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I can remember 

that's kind of app ropr i a t e  t o  mention today is t h a t  i n  t h e  1920's 

when I l i v e d  on Seventeenth S t r e e t ,  on the  1600 block,  t h e r e  were two 

b l ack  grocery s t o r e s  i n  t h a t  same block. That was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  one 

block,  and you must r e a l i z e  t h a t  when you ' r e  young and t h i s  kind of 

t h ing  your mob i l i t y  i s  n o t  as g r e a t  as when you ge t  o l d e r ,  so  you ' re  

more o r  less confined t o  maybe one a r e a  of town. I d o n ' t  know what 

t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t ha t  time. I do know t h a t  when I go t  o l d e r  I saw t h e s e  

o t h e r  t h ings ,  but  t h i s  i s  when I was .-a c h i l d ,  you see ,  t h a t  I Baw t h e s e  

s t o r e s .  

Q. But do you know i f  they were b lack  owned? 

A. They were b lack  owned, r i g h t .  One was Harper 's  Grocery S to re  and t h e  

other one was Haman's.  And t h e r e  are descendants of bo th  f a m i l i e s  

s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
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As far as the physical make-up is concerned . . . the streets . . . I 
think you can conclude the streets all over the United States as well as 

Springfield were dirt streets. They had pot holes and this sort of 

thing, because you didn't have as many cars. You had buggies, horses and 

wagons and this sort of thing. And we had streetcars. The streetcar 

used to run down South Grand to Nineteenth Street, then it turned around 

and came back. But they didn't really turn around, they just switched 

the trolley and came back. This provided a means of transportation to 

the downtown area or anywhere else throughout the city. As far as the 

families having transportation, very few of them had any transportation 

at all. Not even a buggy or a horse. A horse was similar in value to an 

automobile. Of course you had to buy the horse, but then you had to main- 

tain it, which was more expensive to maintain than a car. My family d i d  

manage to buy a car in 1932, The first car they bought was an old Stutz. 

Q o  A Stutz Bearcat? 

A. Right. 

Q. Like a sportscar? 

A. Right. 

Q. What color was it? 

A. It was black. In 1932 they bought an Essex and my father was a team- 

ster. Then when the brick hauling and coal business fell off and 

other teamsters emerged he got into other things. 

Q. Do you happen to remember the prices of those cars? 

A. No, I probably heard and can't remember, because it had no significance. 

A child is concerned with an ice cream cone. I know it has been men- 



Jack P e t t i f o r d  

t ioned  by my mother be fo re ,  but I d i d n ' t  a t t a c h  any p a r t i c u l a r  s ign i -  

f i cance  t o  knowing about  i t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

It was one of my jobs a s  a youngster  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  ho r ses  i n  

t h e  barn.  Before I s t a r t e d  school  I used t o  go i n  t h e  wagon wi th  my 

grandfa ther  i n  t h e  summer months. For f e a r  t h a t  my grandfa ther  wouldn't 

l e t  me  go, I ' d  g e t  up a t  f i v e  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning and harness  the 

horses ;  how I was a b l e  t o  harness  them . . , I ' d  have t o  back them up 

t o  the harness  rack  and use  t h e  process  of s l i d i n g  i t  on because I 

wasn't  s t r o n g  enough t o  l i f t  them. 

Q. Yes, I t r i e d  t o  do t h a t  myself and i t ' s  q u i t e  a p r o j e c t .  

A. Right.  

Q. How many ho r ses  d id  you own? 

A. Four. My f a t h e r  owned two and my grandfa ther  owned two. A t  tha t  p a r t i -  

cular t i m e  each of them had a team. 

Q. Where would your grandfa ther  be t ak ing  you on these  days? 

A.  Depending on t h e  seasons,  he done a l o t  of c u t t i n g  of hay and p ick ing  

up r e f u s e  and people c leaning  ou t  t h e i r  a t t i c s  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing ,  

which you f i n d  a rubbish  h a u l e r  doing today. Only then i t  was done 

w i t h  wagons. 

The i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  about  t h e  ho r ses  w a s  t h a t  when w e  had f i n i s h e d  

f o r  t h e  day and went home, w e  j u s t  l e t  t h e  ho r ses  b r i n g  u s  home. We 

wouldn't  have t o  guide them o r  anything,  they took themselves home. 

We used t o  have water ing  t roughs throughout the  c i t y  and they y r e  

i 
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placed t h e r e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of people t h a t  had horses: So they 

wouldn't have t o  c a r r y  w a t e r  w i th  them, water  would be provided 

f o r  them throughout t h e  c i t y ,  Whenever they f e l t  t h a t  t h e  h o r s e  

was t h i r s t y  they j u s t  pu l l ed  up t o  one of t h e s e  water ing  troughs. 

And i t ' s  hard f o r  me t o  remember t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  of a l l  t h e  

water ing  troughs. But I knew them then,  because i t  was important  

t h a t  you knew where they were. But r e c a l l i n g ,  I know some i n  the 

south  p a r t  of town I can s t i l l  remember where they were. F i f t e e n t h  

and Ash was one, Wheeler and Kansas w a s  another ,  Wheeler and South 

Grand w a s  another .  And I think we had one i n  I l e s  Park, b u t  I c a n ' t  

remember which corner  of I l e s  Park. 

Q. So you had t o  know where, they were? 

A. Right.  You had t o  know where they were because you had t o  t ake  c a r e  

of  your horse.  That w a s  your l i v i n g ,  and when you were out  t h e r e  t h a t  

was your t r a n ~ p o r t a t i o n ~ t o o .  Where Jerome is ,  and where Sherwood is ,  

and where Colony West is, w e  c u t  hay a l l  i n  t he re .  T'm talking about  
I 

back i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  twenties .  I guess you've seen  p i c t u r e s  of 

 eme ember When i n  t h e  Reg i s t e r .  Occasional ly t h a t '  11 have p i c t u r e s  

taken from t h e  p a s t  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  where they had t h e  a rches  on t h e  
0 

square  and t h i s  kind of thing.  

Q. What? 

A. You haven ' t  pa id  any a t t e n t i o n  to t h a t ,  huh? We had arches  on a l l  

f o u r  corners  of t h e  square  and dur ing  holdidays and every th ing  t h e s e  

would be decorated w i t h  banners and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing  and w e  had 

a l s o  an e l e c t r i c  t r a i n  t h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  in t e ru rban .  
It was falled 
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ITRS, I l l i n o i s  Terminal Railroad and w e  could go t o  St. Louis, Peoria, 

Champaign, Decatur. They had a l i n e  running down Monroe S t r e e t  t o  

Spring and i t  turned south on Spring t o  Laurel, i t  turned west onto 

Laurel to-now you can recognize a double a l l e y  a t  Holmes. There's 

a double a l l e y  the re  and the  reason there ' s  a double a l l e y ,  the  r i g h t  

of way f o r  t h e  in terurban took up so much room t h a t  people l i v i n g  on 

t h a t  s i d e  of the  r i g h t  of way and people l i v i n g  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  

r i g h t  of way had some access t o  the  r e a r  end of t h e i r  yard f o r  garbage 

pickup and t h i s  kind of thing. It ran down Holmes Avenue on out  south. 

Q. This  i s  a t r a i n ?  

A. An e l e c t r i c  t r a in .  It used t h e  same t racks  t h a t  t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  used; 

it  used the  same routes. And t h e  s t a t i o n  was on Monroe between Eighth 

and Ninth, where Black's Hardware is. The car  barn f o r  t h e  mafntenance 

and s torage  and a l l  t h i s  was on Ninth S t r e e t  between Monroe and Adams. 

 here's a b ig  green buildink the re  now. Now t h i s  same t rack  went on 

t o  St. Louis. 

Q. Was i t  a passenger . . . 
A, Right. J u s t  l i k e  a regular  t r a i n ,  It was an e l e c t r i c  t r a i n  called 

the interurban. And when t h e  eas te rn  route  of t h a t  same t r a i n  came 

i t  went e a s t  on Monroe t o  F i f t een th  S t r e e t  and south on Fi f teenth  t o  

Capitol  and then e a s t  on Capitol  t o  White City. White City Boulevard 

which is  where George Washington Junior High School i s  i n  t h a t  area  

there. And then it would tu rn  there and c i r c l e  back and go out  Monroe 

t o  what is  now t h e  back of Livingston S t r e e t  where t h e  main l i n e  i s  

now. 
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It's s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

Right.  And they s t i l l  use i t  f o r  f r e i g h t .  When t h e  depot moved 

from Eighth t o  Monroe i t  moved ou t  c ros s  of Clear Lake, where Hensan 

Robinson Company i s  loca t ed  now. 

Henson Robinson? What are they? 

They are r o o f e r s  and hea t ing ,  engineer ing  firm. And t h a t  was your 

s t r e e t c a r  t r anspor t a t ion .  The c i t y  l i m i t s  i n  them days, I th ink  

o u r  c i t y  limits . . . of course,  being young you didn'  t pay any 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  c i t y  l i m i t s .  

Except Sp r ing f i e ld  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  c l o s e  t o  any o t h e r  c i t i e s , i s  i t ?  

Now? Yes, i t  is. Now we ' re  only  about a q u a r t e r  of a mi l e  from 

Rochester.   hat's one of t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of our  system he re ,  too ,  

the manner i n  which they  annex, which poses a number of problems. 

One i s  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  l i n e s  of our  c i t y  l i m i t s .  We're a q u a r t e r  of 

a mi l e  from Rochester i n  one p o i n t ,  then  another  p o i n t  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  

is  maybe five mi les  from Rochester.  And I n o t i c e  your eyebrows raise. 

Nobody pays any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  and why i s  t h i s  

done? Could t h e r e  b e  t h e r e  a r e  some u l t e r i o r  motives involved,  spe- 

c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing  whereby i t  would be. . . . Well, 

I ' l l  g ive  you an example. Any time a r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  happens 

i n  t h e  paper they always use t h e  l e g a l  desc r ip t ion .  And y e t  when they 

ma i l  a letter i t ' s  always addressed by street. There 's  your  incon- 

s i s t e n c y  r i g h t  there .  What i s  t h e  reason f o r  s t i l l  l i s t i n g  t h e  pro- 

p e r t y  by t h e  o ld  method of l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ?  


























































































































