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Jack Pettiford, October and November, 1973, Springfield, Illinois.

John Wolfe, Interviewer.

Q.

See, I missed something already.

You did, what did you miss?

What you were saying . . .

Well, that's my feeling anyway. Even with the United Fund thing,
from the standpoint of really analyzing and assessing the whole
picture of social service and social needs, there is no provision
for recall process by the people in the United Fund. It's similar
to . . . Can you expect as much work from a volunteer as you can
from a paid staff member? I'm not saying that staff that are hired
by various agencies perform in a desirable manner or as effectively
as possible, but you do have an opportunity to replace them. How

do you replace United Fund? By maybe withholding pledges, and this
gets involved. If they've gotten it so structured that they've got
a commitment from management that it's almost necessary for one to
contribute to the United Fund or you lose your job; the threat or
the possibility of losing your job, or the possibility of not being
considered for advancement because of non-contribution to the United
Fund. That's fine, maybe, but what happens to the programs themselves?
The administration of the programs themselves, getting the programs

to the people? There's still no mechanism there for the people to
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have some voice in how they're used and how effective they are. So
it's defeated [the] purpose to begin with. It was designed on moral
grounds; unfortunately, our morals are at such a low ebb that we

can't depend on that anymore. We've got to depend on law.
Q. So often they don't know what the needs are. . . .

A. Right. And how can you tell what the needs are unless you have some-
body that has a need? See, the reason we have a lot of the problems
in the community is that we have this system whereby people are not
aware that whatever affects one person in the community affects them,

maybe not directly, but indirectly it does.

The case of urban renewal is a classic example, not only in Springfield,
but throughout the country, that people that do not live in an urban
renewal area have the tendancy not to concern themselves with the ac-
tivities in the urban remewal area, not realizing that their tax dol-
lar is being used to develop the urban renewal area. So I'm quite

sure that a person that is spending his money--although it's tax

money, but it's his money--he's contributing to the effort. . . .

I wonder if he runs his household that way, and that's what it boils
down to. But then you come into the social thing, the social status.
This kind of comnotates that one manufactures or dreams up and this

is the reason why we have poor urban renewal programs, because the
total people are not concerned. They don't approach it the way they
would the development of a park. Everybody's involved here because
this is going to be for the community; this is going to provide recrea-

tion and this kind of thing.
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Well, urban renewal is not going to provide recreation but it's going
to provide decent homes for decent people and there's an unmeasured
factor here, and that is you're saying certain segments of your com—
munity are not dependable or are not citizens that you admire. And

one reason why is because of the--inability of them to acquire and
maintain a home which exemplifies participation in the total community
through home ownership. That doesn't mean a renter isn't participating,
but the renter has a choice. We're talking about someone who has a
choice; we're talking about someone who has a choice--either he could
buy a home or he could rent. And it just seems that it's more economi-
cally feasible for him to remt, or for other reasons it's better for
him to rent. But here is a family that would like to own a home, see,
and through the urban renewal process detall was given by the entire
community to the planning of the urban renewal. And let's eliminate
the profit motive. There are segments of the other parts of the com-
munity that get involved in urban renewal, not because they're con-

cerned, but because of the amount of profit that's made.

So 1if we're going to start off with the circumstances of your birth,

you gsaid you were born in Springfield?
Right.

Where was that?

St. John's.

And that was on Christmas day in 19207

Right, 1920.
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Q.

And do you want to describe your family situation?

Only mother and father, no sisters and brothers. I was the only

child in the family.

You were the only child?

Right.

And both your parents lived in the home?

Right.

Do you know approximately their ages when you were born?

My mother was 21. My father was 28, I believe.

And what were their names?

My mother's name was Mable and my father's name was Frank. My mother’'s
maiden name was Hickman and there's a little background there with

the family. My great~grandfather was a leader of a clan, you would
say. Because back in those days you had clans, and one leader of a

clan. There were cousins and uncles and aunts.

And that was your grandfather?

My great-grandfather. And during the Civil War he had a proclemation
from the governor of Georgia for passage to anywhere in the United
States. And they left Georgia and headed northward. Some stopped

in Nashville, Tennessee; some went to Oklahoma. The rest proceeded
on up to Illinois, and they settled in what is now Bond County in

Carlisle, Illinois.
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So these Hickmans had been slaves in Georgia?
No. They weren't slaves, no. They were free.
Was this during the Civil War?

Right. And my great-aunt has a copy of the proclamation. Then those
that didn't stay in Nashville and came to Illinois set up a—-I don't
know what you called them back in those days, you wouldn't call them
a commune——-1f was similar to a commune. They had their own church,
their own cemetery, and had their own tutor. And they had developed

agriculture and their biggest product was castor beans.
Castor beans? Do you know what they are?

Yes, they're used in the manufacture of castor oil. It's basically
for oil and also for feed for livestock. And they developed a mill

to manufacture this oil.

Soon after the Civil War they set up their own community and were

more or less independent?

Right. And this was all done in Bond County. Then I had a great-great-
great-uncle that had the first toll bridge this side of Pittsburg,
across the Kaskaskia River, in Carlisle. Then my grandfather proceeded
to leave when he got a little older and he moved to Springfield. He
was a teamster. In those days you didn't have trucks, you had wagons

and horses.
That's why they called them teamsters.

Right. And he was a teamster and he also was instrumental in ofganizing

i
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Ql

A,

the union in the railroad. The Wabash Railroad.

What was his name?
Zallacafra Hickman. Born sixty years before his time.
Why do you say that?

Because of the type of individual that he was. He would have been
right at home today. He was a strong ipdividualist and didn't recog~
nize the racial circumstances. Maybe you did, but he didn't accept
them. But to accept people on the basis of their value. Now I went

to school at Iles School, living on Seventeenth Street.

Do you remember any of your teachers?

Oh, there was Mrs. Thompson [who] taught mathematics, or arithmetic
I guess you would call it then. Mr. Gannon was the principal. And
before him was Mr. Kilbride, who had a striking resemblance to Abraham

Lincoln.

He had a beard?

He didn't have a beard, but his posture, size and even some of his
facial features resembled Lincoln. And at one time my mother wanted

me to go to Catholic school.

What was the Catholic school?

St. Patrick's. In transferring from Iles to St. Patrick's . . . in
those days the Catholic schools did not have half-year grades. ; They

were whole grades. You went from first to second; you didn't go from
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QQ

A,

1B to 1A and from 2A to 2B.
That was the way they did it in the public schools?

Right. In those days. So I was in the 2B. And when I was trans-
ferred to St. Patrick's the sister informed me that I was in the

first grade. And I came home for lunch and didn't go back.
Ever?

Nope, didn't go back ever. Now the question will come, "What was
the attitude of your mother when you didn't go back?" Well, she
wanted to hear why I didn't and when I told her why I didn't go back
she didn't press it any further in gecognition of my opinion that I
had achieved something and they were trying to take it away from me.

And T didn't have to go back. Then from Iles I went to Feitshans

High School, which is now our area vocational school.
And where is that located?

Fifteenth and Kansas.

And did you say where the other one was?

That was at Fifteenth and Laurel.

So they're all in the general area.

Yes, the south end of town. And if you want to hear about my home
life before school, my father was also a teamster, and my mother was
a domestic. And I had a babysitter back in those days; if my aunts

and uncles weren't available--and as they got older, they left—so I
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had to be left with an older couple that lived in the neighbo?hood.
And there was a strong attachment to the older people; I developed
a strong attachment to them because they were providing some things
over and above putting you to sleep and giving you something to eat.
They were able to answer a lot of questions. Infants and small
children have the tendency to ask a lot of questions because they
don't know too much. The only way they can find them out is to ask

them.

And they took the time?

And they took the time. Right.
What was their names?

Alexander. And it was a little more than just a babysitting thing.

I think maybe it's a thing we would refer to today as a foster grand-
parent or something. We got so attached to one another that this
kind of situation prevailed whereby I would go everywhere he went.

He did odd jobs around and I would go with him. He worked at the
bakery for a while and I found out something about a bakery. I think
the experience provided me with some advantages over the other children
of my same age at that time because these experiences [were] over and
above what you would normally expect to find in a home situation. By
being the only child, there were a lot of things that I missed inso-
far as companionship was concerned. Companionship with my peers.

And there were a lot of things that I did not get exposed to. This
had a tendancy to cause me to develop a very bad attitude in rela-

tionship to other young children.
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Would it be more hostile or introverted?

Yes, I would say introverted. I think the term that most people
use, and use it loosely, is maybe spoiled, in relationship to

other children.

I've noticed that often in pre~school whenever there is a problem with
children that don't want to share, you can, at the end of the first
week, pick out who is the only child in the family. It takes them

a while for them to integrate.

I don't think that I possessed the non-sharing thing as much as I
did the domineering. This is the thing that I think I projected more
than the non-sharing; I think the non-~sharing was over-emphasized
where I was concerned. 1 remember one particular family that was
real close. They were on welfare, which I did not understand at that

time, and really don't understand now, actually.
I didn't know they had it in those days.

Yes.

About when was that, 19257

Yes, well when they really recognized it was about in 1928 or 1929.
And that was right in the middle of the Depression. How I was able
to recognize it was years ago-—and they still do it on a limited
basis--they used to have a Christmas party, the governox would spon-
sor this party, and in those days to be eligible to go to this party

you had to be on welfare. And every time the party came up I couldn't
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go with my friends because I wasn't on welfare.

So you felt left out?

Right. And this is a lesson that I think that we need to kind of
learn today when we try to place people in categories. Especially
when you're dealing with young people. It can be kind of damaging
to the individual who doesn't recognize the adult world as such,
but he does recognize that you're denying him an opportunity to as-

sociate with his friends in some particular event. The Government

1

has said, "We cannot accept you because your certain economic situa

tion doesn't call for it." And that can be kind of damaging.

As far as my home life, I had a lot of good things that happened in
my home life. I had an uncle, my mother's youngest brother, and he
was five years older than me. We were more or less raised together
and we developed a more or less brother situation rather than an
uncle and nephew situation. I learned some things from him because
of the fact that he was five years older than me. I was able to get
gome development there that if he wasn't there probably I wouldn't

have been able to utilize. . . .

Whatever happened to him?

He's still living. He's in Chicago.

What's his name?

L.eo Hickman.

Isn't that what you said your mother's maiden name was?
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Right.

Was he part of the clan?

Well, the clan was way back in my great—grandfather's time.

Did he draw on the same lineage, or what?

Oh, yes. He was the baby of the family, of my mother's family.
I misunderstood you. Then he really was your uncle?

Right.

But he wasn't much older than you?

Five years older, right. One of the things that I can remember

that's kind of appropriate to mention today is that in the 1920's

when I lived on Seventeenth Street, on the 1600 block, there were two
black grocery stores in that same block. That was right in that one
block, and you must realize that when you're young and this kind of
thing your mobility is not as great as when you get older, so you're
more or less confined to maybe ome area of town. I don't know what
transpired at that time. I do know that when I got older I saw these
other things, but this is when inﬁﬁs_é;éhild, you see, that T ‘saw these

stores.
But do you know if they were black owned?

They were black owned, right. One was Harper's Grocery Store and the

other one was Harman's. And there are descendants of both families

still living in Springfield.
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Q.

A,

Q.

A,

Q-

A,

Q.

As far as the physical make-up is concerned . . . the streets . . . 1
think you can conclude the streets all over the United States as well as
Springfield were dirt streets. They had pot holes and this sort of
thing, because you didn't have as many cars. You had buggies, horses and
wagons and this sort of thing., And we had streetcars. The streetear
used to run down South Grand to Nineteenth Street, then it turned around
and came back. But they didn't really turn around, they just switched
the trolley and came back. This provided a means of transportation to
the downtown area or anywhere else throughout the city. As far as the
families having transportation, very few of them had any transportation
at all, Not even a buggy or a horse. A horse was similar in value to an
automobile. Of course you had to buy the horse, but then you had to main-
tain 1it, which was more expensive to maintain than a car. My family did

manage to buy a car in 1932, The first car they bought was an old Stutz,

A Stutz Bearcat?
Right.
Like a sportscar?

Right.
What color was it?

It was black. In 1932 they bought an Essex and my father was a team-
ster, Then when the brick hauling and coal business fell off and

other teamsters emerged he got into other things.
Do you happen to remember the prices of those cars?
No, I probably heard and can't remember, because it had no significance,

A child is concerned with an ice cream cone. I know it has been men-
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tioned by my mother before, but I didn't attach any particular signi-

ficance to knowing about it at that particular time.

It was one of my jobs as a youngster to take care of the horses in

the barn. Before I started school I used to go in the wagon with my
grandfather in the summer months. For fear that my grandfather wouldn't
let me go, I'd get up at five o'clock in the morning and harness the
horses; how I was able to harness them . . . I'd have to back them up

to the harness rack and use the process of sliding it on because 1

wasn't strong enough to lift them.

Yes, I tried to do that myself and it's quite a project.
Right.

How many horses did you own?

Four. My father owned two and my grandfather owned two. At that parti-

cular time each of them had a team.
Where would your grandfather be taking you on these dayé?

Depending on the seasons, he done a lot of cutting of hay and picking
up refuse and people cleaning out their attics and this sort of thing,
which you find a rubbish hauler doing today. Only then it was done

with wagons.

The interesting thing about the horses was that when we had finished
for the day and went home, we just let the horses bring us home. We
wouldn't have to guide them or anything, they took themselves home.

We used to have watering troughs throughout the city and they were

|
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placed there for the benefit of people that had horses! So they
wouldn't have to carry water with them, water would be provided

for them.throughogt the city, Whenever they felt that the horse
was thirsty they just pulled up to one of these watering troughs;
And it's hard for me to remember the exact location of all the
watering troughs. But I knew them then, because it was important
that you knew where they were. But recalling, I know some in the
south part of town I can still remember where they were. ¥Fifteenth
and Ash was one, Wheeler and Kansas was another, Wheeler and South
Grand was another. And I think we had one in Iles Park, but I can't

remember which corner of Iles Park.
S50 you had to know where they were?

Right. You had to know where they were because you had to take care

of your horse. That was your living, and when you were out there that

was yéur transportation, too. Where Jerome is, and where Sherwood is,

and where Colony West is, we cut hay all in there. ;'m talking about
v

back into the early twenties. I guess you've seen pictures of We

Remember When in the Regigster. Occasionally that'll have pictures

taken from the past in Springfield, where they had the arches on the

*

square and this kind of thing.
What?

You haven't paid any attention to.that, huh? We had arches on all
four corners of the square and during holdidays and everything these
would be decorated with banners and this sort of thing and we had

also an electric train that was called the interurban. It was 7alled
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Q.

A.

Q-

A.

ITRS, Illinois Terminal Railroad and we could go to St. Louis, Peoria,
Champaign, Decatur. They had a line running down Monroe Street to
Spring and it turned south on Spring to Laurel, it turned west omto
Laurel to--now you can recognize a double alley at Holmes, There's

a double alley there and the reason there's a double alley, the right
of way for the interurban took up so much room that people living on
that side of the right of way and people living on this side of the
right of way had some access to the rear end of their yard for garbage

pickup and this kind of thing. It ran down Holmes Avenue on out south.

This is a train?

An electric train. It used the same tracks that the streetcars used;
it used the same routes, And the station was on Monroe between Eighth
and Ninth, where Black's Hardware is. The car barn for the maintenance
and storage and all this was on Ninth Street between Monroe and Adams.
There's a big green building there now. Now this same track went on

to St. Louis.

Was it a passenger . . »

Right., Just like a regular train. It was an electric train called
the interurban, And when the eastern route of that same train came
it went east on Monroe to Fifteenth Street and south on Fifteenth to
Capitol and then east on Capitol to White City. White City Boulevard
which is where George Washington Junior High School is in that area
there. And then it would turn there and circle back and go out Monroe
to what is now the back of Livingston Street where the main line is

now.
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Q. It's still there?

A. Right. And they still use it for freight. When the depot moved
from Eighth to Monroe it moved out cross of Clear Lake, where Henson

Robinson Company is located now.
Q. Henson Robinson? What are they?

A. They are roofers and heating, engineering firm. And that was your
streetcar transportation. The city limits in them days, I think
our city limits . . . of course, being young you didn't pay any

attention to city limits.
Q. Except Springfield isn't really close to any other cities,is it?

A. Now? Yes, it is. Now we're only about a quarter of a mile from
Rochester. That's one of the peculiarities of our system here, too,
the manner in which they annex, which poses a number of problems.

One is the irregular lines of our city limits. We're a quarter of
a mile from Rochester in ome point, then another point the city limits
is maybe five miles from Rochester. And I notice your eyebrows raise.
Nobody pays any attention to that particular thing and why is this

done? Could there be there are some ulterior motives involved, spe-

cial interests and this sort of thing whereby it would be. . . . Well,
I'11 give you an example. Any time a real estate transaction happens
in the paper they always use the legal description. And yet when they
mail a letter it's always addressed by street. There's your incon-
sistency right there. What is the reason for still listing the pro-

perty by the old method of legal description?
























































































































































































