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Preface

This marmuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Nancy Cogburn for the Oral History Office on March 8, 1979.
Marcaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the
transcript.

Carl Peterscn was born on January 16, 1900. He discusses his Swedish
backgrourd ard relatives, family life, farming, World War II, the
depression, and his service on the school board.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not he
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Carl Peterson, Virginia, Illinois, March 8, 1979.

Nancy Cogbarn, Interviewer.

Q: Mr. Peterson, can you tell me a little bit about your family
background?

A: Well, I was born Jamary 16, 1900. My father was John Peterson.
My mother was Theresa Peterson, Theresa Anderson, I'll get it right
after a while.

Q: Well, she was Theresa Peterson for many years.

A: Yes, she was.

Q: Did you have any brothers or sisters and if so, how many?

A: Well, there was six of us in the family. And I had a sister, a
brother, I'm the oldest in the family, and I had a brother and than a
sister, but she died when she was six years old. Then I had two more,
three more brothers, born later. The yaugest one died when he was
six years old. I was seventeen at the time that he died.

Q: Can you give me the names of your brothers and sisters?

A: Well, the oldest brother was Albert Peterson. And my sister was
Elsie Peterson. And, John Theodore, and Rubert, and Roy, Roy was the
one that died when he was six. And my, Rubert died when he was 48 in
1957, I think it was.

Q: Wwhat was the cause of Rubert's death?

A: He had ulcers, amd they operated on him, and they didn't get all
the ulcers and the only way they could keep him alive was with
transfusions and they couldn't keep that up.

Q: What about Roy?

A: He had pneumonia.

Q: Do you know approximately what year he died?

A: 1917, I was in high school at the time, I remember that. It was
1917 or 1918, somewhere along there.

Q: vmereymciosetonoyatall?
A: Well, he was my younger kid brother, you know.
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Q: You seem to be pretty well informed about most everything that's
going on. Where do you pick up your information?

A: I read. I read a lot. I read too much. It's beginning to bether
my and I don't know what I'm going to do if I have to quit

. Well, I run around same too. I've been over a lot of this

,mtallofitbtrtscmeofit. I'd like to go into the New
Emgla:ﬂstatassmetim. I've never been there. But I've been to
Florida. I haven't been to California yet either but I don't know
whether I want to go to California or not. Because they tell how the
traffic is out there. I'vegotabmtherthatllvesmmoenix I
think I'll go see him sometime, but he just stays there in the
wintertime. He comes back here in the summertime. But the wintertime
would be the time for me to go anyway.

Q: Right, while it's cold here.

A: Well, I went to Florida this winter and stayed a week with my
other brother.

Q: You kind of have a little crop rotation going on there? (lawghs)
A: Yes. You know, you can rnun into money problems too.

Q: Well, now that we've discussed all the world problems, (laughs), I
think I'm going to take you back a little bit because I'd like to know
what your first car was.

A: Our first car?

Q: The first car that your dad ever bought ard then the first car
that you yourself ever bought.

A: Well, the first car he bought was an Oberline 90. He bought that
in 1917. It's a four cylinder. We kept that car until shortly before
I got married and I bought a six cylinder Star. You don't know what
that is either.

Q: Yes. I do.

A: Do you?

Q: But explain what the Star is.

A: Well, .'Ltwasbtultbyxaiser I think and he started it and I
thought I had a fancy autamobile. I had one of those moto-meters on
the radiator you know. But it didn't stand up very good. But that
was the car that we went and got married in and we drove up to Keokuk
and was married up there. We was going to go to that little church in
the wild wood, have you heard that?

Q: Yes.

A: But we couldn't find it. Nabody knew where it was when we got to
Keckuk and we weren't more that fifty miles from it I found cut
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