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This mamsxipt is the product of tape--- in-iews 
by RCgl muse for the O r a l  History Office on March 30, 1988. Florance 
Hardin transCrihl the taps and L h h  Jett editad the tzmsmipt. 

This nmoir is part of a series on the Springfield, Illinois 
Club's 75th anniversary. Joe Pehlmrran joined Rcrtary in 1945. Irr this 
nmwir he reminisces about his years of raermbeYshlp. ALthcxqh he w e r  
semed m president or held any ather position other than 
treasurer for me ear, he feels he would haye missedl X ' very 
inpcatant in his 1 fe had he not joined the Sprhqfield=Club. 

R s a a e r s o f m o r a l h i & r y m b s h C R l l d W i n m i r d . t h a t i t i s q  
transcrript of me Elpolrsn wxd, ard mat the intelvitawwr, namator and 
editor soucplt to presewe the M d ,  mematianal style that is 

in su& historid sames .  S a q e m m  State U h i m i t y  is not 
respca~lible for the fa- accuracy of the mir,  nor for view 
~ ~ ; ~ a r e f o r ~ ~ t o j u d g e .  

The m~lratscript may be rsad, quoted d cited freely. It may not be 
repmluwd in whole or in part by any mans, electrrolfc or mxhmical, 
w i u y x l t  permissicm in writing hrm the Oral History Office, Sangamrn 
state University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 



Joe Pahlman, Wednesday, Mar& 30, 1988, s p r w i e l d ,  1llhis. 

Q: Hcrw 1- have you hm in the club? 

A: I have been in the club since the 6th of August, 1945. 1 don't 
3awrw haw 1- that would be, but it wald be quite a spell. 

would be close 

A: Yes, I thinkthat is correct. 

Q: Who bmught you in? 

A: Well, actually, nobdy. Back inthose days, I don't -wha t  the 
pmcdum w a s  but ray partner, Wtraey-I joined the firm in 1929, 
andIdon1t3acrw, Igottobeapartnersawhemalnngthsline. I 
t h inkwemkindof  1 - i n W d a y s .  R q w h i w w a s a v e r y  
s55ickJ.y fellow, but he was a friend of waylxdy  in the club. 
Emqhdy h e w  him, you lowrw, We use to have about 200 n m b r s  in 
those days. Now, we still have 200 mmbem, but there are three 
differarrt clubs. Well, F b y  Whey laew all of these fell- and he 
EWlt re out on work duty for theln. W e l l ,  we had A. D* Ma- d m  at 
the central Illinois Light Cclmpany, who was manager dam thwe. He 
was a nice guy. 0. J. S c u t t  ran a finance ccarrp2~ny, one of the 
first-he was the first guy that I can m n e x b r  W got in the finance 
business, p s m a l  finzu#:M. B i l l  over at the -. fim8-1e over at ~ l e ,  
-, Griffin, one of the big law fh in Sprmie ld .  I used to 
go rn and make up mylets return for him through the direction of 
l b y ~ t m y b e c a ~ 6 e e n r q h d y l i k e d R u y ~ ~ h a d a v e r y n i c e  
personalie. He died on May 15, 1945 and'ic-'&at left the nmberdu 
in the club crpen -use in those days, we anly had one amomhk. 

'P 

You didn't have a t a x  man, a systems man, and a l l  sorts of -. 
Youhadcmeguy. 

Well, I thought about it a lot and I felt %eel I would sure like to 
have that nmbmhip muse I thought it would do me a lot of good.'! 
Actually, it has not only personally and socially, but financially. A 
lat of those guys I do work for in the Rotary Club. Well, anyway, 
slang a b u t  August after the dust had settled, I w a t  over to Ftoy 
Jeff- who was the semzbry in those days of the Rotary Club, and 
he had an off ice in the St, Nicholas Hotel, which was a hotel then and 
they had sort of business offices up abwe on the ecad floor. T h e  
Rotary Club had their office in the St. Nick H o t e l .  A matter of fact 
they met in  the St. NickHobl. I went over tom & I mid, %uy, 
Whihey is gone an3 he was the accountant in the club.I1 I eraid, "1 



would1i)retoge-t in.themkyClub. W h a t d o y o ~ d o ? ~ ~  Helookedat 
XE for a wfiile. I knew him. He looked at me for a while and he sat 
arerund ard Uxxqht abcrut it, & he said, Well,  yau are int1 I said, 
!What happen&?" He said, I1Ym are in.ll I said, %%ll, thanks, Rcry.I1 
H e  d d ,  I1Start: cxxrhg to ruset ing~.~~ It didn't seem l ike .Ulay had any 

amnittee or all of these camittees and the boan3 of 
~ S h c p z l d h a v e v o t e d o n i t .  I l a c r w t h a t ~ z m a l a t o f  
t h i n g s t h a t t h e y d o n a w a d a y ~ ~ n ~ , y c r u ~ .  Whenyou-in, 
Ron, t h e y w e n t ~ t k e e o r f a u r ~ t t e e s a n d a l l . t h a t s o r t o f  
thirq. The big secret, they -It suppase t o  tell yau who was going 
to be in. They voted rn it and all that kind of thirq. just 
looked a t  nre and he said, ' W e l l ,  ym are in. And I was. (laughs) I 
have been in ever since. 

A: No, this is the f i r s t  the. I have never been in any 
clubs. That is the way they used to aperate in those days. I don't 
know whether it is for better or worse, but everybody had a lot of 
confidence in  Roy Jefferson. He ran the stationery store drrwn m 
South Fifth Street in what they call the Jefferson mil*, wh ich  is 
just  emth of Mmrce on the west side of the street. He was a vary 
likeable sort of a guy. They also had a bank out m South Grand 
Avenue that want broke during l 3 ~  Great Depressicm in the thirties. 
That 16 the way I got in the Xmtaq Club. It i s n l t  the way yau get jn 
tday ,  I Imcrw, but that was the story. 

Q: What was the club doing in those days? What were the activit is? 

A: Wall, I don't knm. I think they were principally eating dinner. 
mat was the min activity* 

Q: Did it meet on Monday night then too? 

A: Mmhy night. It always met on Monday night. We met at the St. 
~ick for a wfiile, and then we laet wer at the Leland. Of course, I 
cannat te l lyouwhatyear thatwas.  WemtaverattheLslandsuldthe 
foodwer-gotto.thepla-wheremeywerekindofp-d 
the g u y r ~  payw Wt $2.50 for meals,  yo^ m. W E C ~ ~ S  
president said, TWl, fellms, they are going to have to raise the 
price of meals.ll They said, 'Wall, what is it going to be?I1 Well, 
lt is go- t~ be $3.00" at'd everyf30c2y ready to @t then. All of 

guys didn't lacrw what the devil to  do with all of their mmey. 
They go- to pay over $2.50 for a m a l  at night. 

A: ?hen w e n e t  down at the Elks Club for a spell. W1, we met all 
Ezuund. w h € m ~ w e m e e t i n g w h e n y o u c a r r r e i n ?  

A: Oh, wewere? Yes, w e l l ,  I don't -where= - fmnwhen 
we went aver to the m ~ t i o n  center. I do m m n b r  that we net a t  
thest, N i c k a n d t h e n w e m e t d c r w n a t t h e L e l a n d .  Thanwenetdamat 
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the E l b  Club and the E l h  Club sewed a pretty good rrredl duwn there. 
1 forget *t it was ncw. Abart $3.00 or $4.00. That was a b u t  the 
cau~rse in those days, you Icncrw. Go out and eat dinner at W St. Nick 
for a $1.50. 

8: There was no citrus drive then? 

A: No. 

Q: There was no rase drive? Was there any kin3 of charitable stuff 
go: on? 

A: No, mthhg. We just raet. 

Q: Did p have speakers? 

A: Oh yes, the rsame progrma that we have today, 

of thoEie Bpeakers c a m  to m h d ,  anybdy that stands out in 
Q: %? yaur 

A: No, not really. No, I don't d l  any. The format of the 
metingsi.nthosedayswasabcrutthesmnsastheyaretcday. we 
always had stings and there was a piano player and he played real  n h .  
I f o r g e t ~ t h e s a q l ~ ~ n c r w .  Wealways-three-and 
we alvmys had the and always had a prayer. Nw, one 
thhg we didn't do, we didn't p l w  allegiance to the flag in those 
says. 

Q: Whm did that start? 

A: Well, I guess about ten or fi- years ago. 

Q: You see, I always made the asmmption that that had been going on 
forwar. 

A: Qh, no. It wasn't anyhAy dislqal. They had just been thrcxagln 
it. (phone rings) That hasn't been going on too long. ten or 
fifteen years. That is the only *--we always had sad&y give an 
i r r v o c a t i o n a n d ~ t s a r d t h e p ~ i d e r Y t g O t u p ~ l e d t h s  
meting. A r d t h m w e h a d s a m a b o d y ~ t h e s p e a k s r a n d t h e n ~  
always had these classificatim .talks. I gave my classification talk 
dwn at ths E l h  me time. I don't h m  long ago it has been. It 
hasbeenalangthago.  W w w l e r e t h e s a r m .  

Q: y m  a director or an officer? 

A: NO, I was for I treasurer. 
I f a  what year that was, but that was quite  a while ago, too. No, 
I nwer was an officer. -pt for trearmrer. 

Q: Have yau been hived in any activities? 
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A: No, not really. I was never very actively h l v e d .  I had 
pwblms running this place and problems running ather things. I just 
never felt like I had the t h  to do it. 

Q: YQU do sccme traveling, Joe. You rnade &ion of the fact that you 
just have been out of tcrwn a C O Z I ~ ~ ~  of times. ~ a v e  you done makeups 
as ycru travel? 

A: Qh, yes. Made up in H o t  Springs the last week of February. I 
used to make up in California. I a d  go aut: and see my daughter. I 
wasgoingbmupinC2l l i fo rn ia th ie las tewewentmt there .  
I tank ny wife aut to Mahoya. We were only gone five days. We 
decided to go aut south, so I didnltmake up  them^ In H o t  Springs, 
theyhadaboutthesarrregrrrup. I ~ d s a y ~ t t h e s 2 r m e g r c R z p w e  
have here as far as rnrmbers are mmemed. A nice bun& of guys. 
Abovt 150 200 members. 

A: Well, the only one that standEs out i n m y  memry is we were in 
Acapulco one t b .  My boy twk his medical work dawn there in Eaexioo. 
Weusetogetinthecaranddrivearoundinthesumrtlerth. Wewemt 
dam to Acapzzlco and I said, 'Well, I have got to male up for the 
Robxy Club." So, he said, We w i l l  go here." The mtaxy Club duwn 
-, yaulacrw, y c r u ~ w e r t o t h e p l a c e ~ ~ ~ S p a n i a h  
fluentlyandfoundc~zt-itwas. Wewentwer-andtheplace 
was -. W e  didnit h a w  what was go- on. We got over abcrut 
six o'clock and it was w.  ina ally, same guy camt a l q  am3 we 
askedhimabout it. H e  said, "oh, well, the Rotary clubmsets Evq7 
wee3c and they don't mt until abak nine o ' c l ~  tdght." So, wa 
~ b a c k ~ t n i n e o ~ c l o c k ~ ~ m e t ~ t h e y h a d ~ ~ .  I 
Wnk it was jn Spanish and French ard Gerrrran. I can't 
-itwasinEnglishornot. I t e r d e d i n a b c u t a n h c R l r ~ a  
half, just a b u t  like it is here. But that has been a good a l e  ~ q o  
b e c a u ~ e h e ~ b e e n b a c k E ~ t h e r e ~ h ~ e 1 9 6 0 .  I w o u l d g u e s S i t ~ ~ ~  
abcrut 1955. 

Q: What did yau =joy '~IIDIJ~ e h u t  the Rotuy Club? P3xxrt Springfield 
Rotary Club? 

A: Well, the thhq I enjoy mst about it is going there Momlay nimt 
and talking w i t h  the guys and it is kind of a social thirg, y lolpu, 
with ms. Like I said in the old days, why we got a lot of busmess 
out of the RAaq Club. It has always been kind of a social t h i q  and 
alotofgulpsstandarcrundandtalk. Theytalkahutthkgsthqare 
interested m and t h a t  type of w. I sugpse i f  I ware a little 
y-, I would bs =re interssted in deriving a little business frcan 
it. 'Ibis is what it was suppse to be in the f h t  place was a kird 
of an exdmqe business deal. I have gotten W of away E m  that 
now. It is m y  w i a l .  

Q: Hclw would ycru say the club is different today than when vau cam 
? what are the bikest differences i f  a k  any? 

- 
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Q: Are yau amcaned about: the fact that the m p  is lcrwer ncrw 
than it was years back? 

A: Wel.1, I zun not concerned becaw I am eigh -five yeirs old. I am 
not particularly concerned a b u t  it. I would "f, 1 to see a bigger 
club and like I say, we have a club of samhere k h e m  190 and 200 
mbersbackthere. So, Ithinkwhattheyhavedme, I t h i n k t h a t i n  
a t a m  the size of Sprinsfield, there are so many pecple that are 
interegtedinbelowghgtoasewiceclub. Ithinkwhattheyhave 
done it3 khd of spread it amuml a little bit. I f  ycru WEI Scsuth and 
y c u ~ t h e M o ~ C l u b a r d p u t W m n a l l t q e t h e r , y c r u h m e a b u t  
the same k h d  of a mesobership we had back then. It really doean' t 
m a t t e r  t o  me, Back in those days, I used to Imcrw, I priddrnyself on 
how~~rveryrnemberof theRcrtaryClub. Naw, I d m l t l a z c x J t h e s e n e w  
guys. Swnetmes I don't m h  the effort t o  get acquainted with 
like I should. I real ize that is rrry fault. Back in the old days, I 
knw w q  one of them. 

Q: Wha in the club, if you  me a pram, who has had the mst 
influenceonyou? Arrybodyjumptomind? Anynames jw tomind?  

A: No. N o t  redlly. No. 

8: It - like yau ulought of Roy Jeffersan? 

A: U, of c . ,  I did. T(uJy has been gone for forty y'ezxm or 
rnayk thirty years. Those gurs back there were all good friends of 
Inhe. 'SheyareallgcaEe. c a r l ~ ~ ~ .  I ~ C a r l ~  
n 3 E l l w @ l l .  H e a n d I u s e d t o w D r k ~ .  Weworkedcanthe.. . 
Fred Sl i t ,  I kmw him real well. Ted Cole.  ill Schnirring was a 
client of cum. Ray Graham. B i l l  -, I knew him real -11 and 
all  of Uxse fellows back in those days. Tan Parrish, he was a c l h t  
of m. Dan , he wasn't, but I h e w  Don real well. 
Bill Kseley, cawtmction. W i l l i a m  G r e e r ,  he ran a sian conmaw. 
G m  at the The State ~ c n m a l - ~ e g i s k . '  I don't kn&. I -&nit 
thinkthere is any of themwho are spechl. 

Q: What do you think the club has mearrt to the city of Sprlirrsfield? 

A: W l ,  I think n a ~  that w i t h  the idea of a camunity senrice, I 
think .that it is just thought of a little laore by the leaders than it 
was back in thcae days w h m  it was practically a eatM club. %he 
guys didn't do arrythinrg, t h q  W d  just cam dam there and eat, 
thgn wwld leave. Of course, we would have a lot  of cammation 
but that didn't account for very mch. I think tcday it is better 
known and I think it is going along better than it did in those days. 
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Q: Anythhg junp to ymr m a m y  i f  I said, what is the funniest thing 
ycru remsorSwr haPl?ening at a meeting3 

A: Well, m. ?heordythirrgthatlolocksdnredekjnwaswhenmy 
Jeff- went wer t o  apply for m p  and he said, 'Wel l ,  you 
are in.'' No canrmittees, no midat, no m. I don't lmwwhzit 
they did with people. I don't thirk they had any set ccarrmit tes .  
Theykindof gattcgetherarrdtalkeditclver~themsdves. Roy 
knew me pretty w e l l .  A lo t  of the fell- in there did. 

Q: It W of wrb in the sane way. Have yau been to arry district 
or national cornrentions of Rotay? 

A: No, I have not. Thme is only me other thing I can think of 
pmhbly that might be of Sam jxrterest to ycru. m abut  l x n q  years 
ago m l y ,  had to be at  least then, we use to have a Rotary 
o ~ a n d a R o b r y ~ .  ItwascalledaRotarykxmd, i fyau  
like. 'Ihe fel lms th2lt I can thirJc of was Wendell Kennadly, who plwed 
piano. Werdell was W club pianist for mny years until  he got a 
s w  and couldn't play -re. Y o u  have g a t  Zeke WorhhqImn, 
is nc k ~  h p a c i t a t e d  ard you have prabably heard abut ZeJce. Well, 
Zake played a horn and HE& Wiley, who ran the miter service, he 
played the guitar and he sarq. He was fairly goad at  it. I think he 
use t o  go out and do a pmfessimal job once in a while. There was 
hreertlan Butts ,  who was an hsurmce man. F'memm played a guitar. We 
had B i l l  Ifon-, he used to play a washtub base. Yau have seen 
these hillbilly bases with a string an it, made out of a washtub. He 
got an awful kidc out of it. Bill said to me Mnnday night, he anre 
arer ax3 he sipid, "1 wderstand you are going to talk to this 
Ccarmnittee this aftamom.'l He said, 'Wxm you do, tell thm about the 
ormestn .  I' 

Q: He mtimed that. 

A: . . . a lot of thoee guys, yau knm, mre hbre&ed in them. 
Of course, ncrw Zeke W0rWqta-1 can't play. He is in a wheelchair and 
is in bad shape. -1 &m&y is in Wizona. Herb W i l q  is dsad 
and XYemran Wztts is dead. Bill Mmtague is still araoxl, but that is 
a b u t  the s ize  of it. I played drunas w i t h  thm and I was an o l d t h  
dmmmr muse I used to  play pmfe8sianally that is the way I 
got thnmgh schwl, I didn't have a nickel. So, I started playing. 
I played before I went over there. I didn't go over thsre W start 
playing. I got in a good band mer there. 

Q: what h a m  to that idea? 

A: Well, the min thing was that Wendell couldn't mke it arrymore, 
Zeke cualdn't make it -re. Who have you gat in the club ncrw that 
cando it? I don't kww. 

Q: I don't either. 

has to practice a l i t t l e  b i t  once in a Wle i f  he wants t o  
A: Play A% an . He can't just walk in there on Momby night 2uld 
play. It takes a little work. It takes a little work every day to 
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Q: Did you just play for the club? 

A: Yes, just for the club. We played before m ~ & i r q s  or s c m t h  on 
a club assably or smethhg like that, we would play. If we had a 
district meetirq lxxre, we would play. 'Ifiirugs of that kind. Once in a 
while they wmld bring in a few sjxlsers. I knew a lot of 
pmfessimals around tam. You get a couple of thcee guys cam alnrmg 
and they would really puff it up. It was a nice band while it lasted. 
I dun% think there is anybocty rwrw dcrwn that a d  be willing to 
do it. Maybe I would, but I dm't think there is q h d y  else. 

Q: Mything else a b u t  the club that I haven't asked yexx almut? 

A: No, I don't think so. I thjnk that is about: the size of it, 

Q: Joe, I want to thank you. 

nla of Tape One, Side One 


