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Dr. Ehmt F. PBarsan, Sprh-qfidd, I l lhis ,  Jammy 21, 1988. 

Ron ~~, zrrtewiewer. 

Q: -, *t is ycrur cl~~135ificatian? 

A: Fhysician. 

Q: Physician? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Were there other physicians in the club when ycu came in, do y m  
recall? 

A: Yes, I think were doctors but they had different titles ach 
as sama vme &led ttsurgeaaml or ttspecialistll or this or that, but I 
was the cmly one who had W title of plain physician. 

Q: I s ~ s c s n e s t o r y ~ w i t h t h a t ?  

A: Wl, no, I think at that t h  IWkmy Club was a little more 
careful mt having more than one permn holding a title, unless 
that p r w m  prsomlly llcBniT"121ted smuxme else to be his alternate, in 
that sense, m that title. 

Q: When did you join the club? 

A: In the 
the club. 

spr- of 1938. !that is fiffy years exactly that I joined 

fifty years. 

Q: yau in ay - Rrrtary C lub  before that? 

A: No. 

Q: Is that right? 

A: Y ~ B ,  as far as I ktrcrw. I have never chd& up on it, but I -It 
knowof anyotherperrm. S a e o f t h e m ~ h t h e w a r ,  allright 



A: C%r, yes. 

A: w i l l  Taylor. W i l l  Taylor was the v i e  president of Franklin Life 
a n d h e ~ o n e ~ f t h e v e r y i n a ? o r t a r r t ~ i a n S i n f ~ t h s  
Sprirrsfidd club. Fnmklin life ras mt out by people fnm TEoras 
and all, and he &hued rn in the Franklin Life evm after the mle 
organizationwas-. Hevasavery---fmn 
m v e s r b e g w -  

A: I h t t  thintr so. 

A: Yes. I t ~ t o m e t h a t t h e R a t a r y Q u b w a s  
get are individual out of either principal ocapat P--"=- on, a little mcap 
so them thcry do nar, because you may have bm&y diffezent lawyers ard 
each lawyer might give himself a little different title. A t  that 
time, I think they were a little nrne careful to identify grarps. 

A: I tried ta m m n k r  that, h. I think it was in the old S t .  
N i c h o l a s  H o t e l .  

A: VeLy little. lhera another doctor in the club, Dr. Wnmn 
Cole. A t  any rate, he became the president of the club, but he had 
another ~speci2ilty. I think he was listd then as a tuberculcds 
specialist. 

Q: Was there a lot of T.B. in Springfield a t  that th? 
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A: Ch, yes. They had a bigbdmss at the St. John's Sanitorim. 
They also had .the Sanatorium, in which Herman Oole ma 
involved. When the Sanatorium went a t  of bwhss it was 
~ t b y t h e h r e s b y t e r h a n d i s r m w t h e ~ i a n ~ .  

Q: Why did you join the Rutmy? I mean, you w e m  abvicmsly a busy 
physician. . . 
A: Well, I think it is possible that Will Taylor was a friend of ny 
wife's family-I gut married alarrg abenxt that time--and I think 
b e c a ~ 6 8 1 l n e t ~ ~ q w i f e ~ a f d y t h a t h e ~ t I ~ t t o  
join the Rolaxy Club. It was his idea, nnt necessarilymine. 

A: Yes, that is right. 

A: Wall, I m d i f  I sa t~tath inkveryrnuch.  Tharewerea 
mmbz of people who viere furders originally. 

A: charter m a b r s .  Platls right. There were a m m b r  of them. Oh, 
~ p e r s c y n ,  Ithinkhestartedthethingcalledthe~iscleaners.  
They are still in hsiness. A t  any rate, if I thought hard I could 
think of half a dozen who original d.larter mnbxm. 
'*Cqell Frarike, W man's scrn is nm a nmikr, I think. 

Q: else junp to mind? 

A: No. 

Q: W big was grwp then? Haw big was the club? 

A: Well, I dm1t think it ms as big as it is naw. I would say that 
i f  it had sixtyfive mribexs, that wmld be a full house. 

Q: Maybe half of vhat we have m d ?  

A: Idonltkmwhowmanyit i s m .  

A: Thatle abaut half, yes. 



Q: You said earlier, Dr. -, yeru thcleaFplt - was IIY3m care 
being takan abQut one in ead.1 claggificatim for m thing. 
'Ilnat is a little different. 

A: That is right. It would have been a little mre elusive, if you 
want to use the word llexclusive,ll because each had a 
considerable pride in nmr&c&dp. A rnxmbsr of &her civic 
organjzatioo163 have came a l q .  'Ihere were sanre others, and I don't 
knavwhentheotherswerefamAed,buttherewereararmbsrofather 
civic c lub .  Rotary had miderable pride in its clwnerahfp and 
manmalip. A n d y a u a s k e d ~ ~ , m o s t ~ f t h € ! r n ~ t h e  
1- in the tcrwn in their particular pmfessim or trade. 

Q: What were the club's activities like then? What did you do, mt 
wast;hs.. . 
A: Well, a m  thing they didn't do was raise very nu& mney for 
charitable organizaticns, mch we do nm. It wa ~ i  more a mtter of 
prestige ard pride in the organizations and in its am organizatim 
rather .than what g a  is could do for ather people. That seems to be 
a big difference in the w because it is out to do all sorts 
0 f ~ . u l a t ~ n o t b 8 i n g t h c # r g h t ~ ~ .  

Q: When did that charrge? 

A: Ithasbasngmdual, of caurse, ~IwaldsaywhenWorldWarII 
went  on, I guess the club shqgled along, and after--that has bem 
f o r t y = - I U d = y t h ; i t i t t o a k a b c R z t ~ b ~ ~ a f b e r  
'World War I1 before it becam mom generally civicmirdd. 

Q: Yes. Were them sam activities or projects that you beam 
h l v e d  in? In tholse early years? 

Q: Any of #as you particularly? 

A: Well, (pause) I do recall, I ms taking scone graduate work in 
-land & while there I first heard of sulpha d n q s  as being a quick 
antigennrmdicine. I think I was caw of the f b t  people to talk 
about: that in Springfield because I had heard abaxt: it there. 
Panicillin had not yet been -aped, but this was the beg- of 
-w. 
Q: Wauld that be before the seam3 World W a r ?  
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A: That was before tha -war, just before. I U d  say that 
muld be abclcrt 1938. Ihat W d  be m y  a m  I tms irrvolved iri 
the club. 

Q: In 1939 or 1940, maybe? 

A: mybe h 1938, I just & n i t  rsrmbr. It was the late th irt ies .  

Q: Fenkil l in  c a m  cxk of the secad World W a r ,  didn't it? 

A: Well, yes. That's an imp0rh-k slmy of its own. Rotary doesn't 
have much to do with it because it was -, of oourse, in 
Englmandmthewar-mh~landarrdthey&m1thwrsthe 
facilities to do it in large prduztion, and it carrre to this coclrytry. 
They vmm told them2 that the d y  place in t h i s  tmntry they cceild do 
it m was in Peoria. So, the big mss pruductim of panicillin was 
dam in -ria. [I first lean& about penicillin while wrking in a 
hospital im World War If.] 

Q: Is that right? 

A: Yes, and they had a mseting up .Ulsre. A f r i d  of mine in Peoria 
called a n-eeting abcett three or four y- ago. They &led back all 
the -1s they a u l d  ge t ,  who had been b l v e d  in this thing in 
Peoriaatccruld-includingamwhohadrunafruitstzvld 
close by. She sold a rottan map and studied this 
mtta cantaloupe arxl found that it had much better pmicillh 
than arry penicillin they had ever had before. 

A: No, I tried to think that a r t .  S a e m e  asked me that before. I 
h a v e b e a n m a ~ o f ~ t t e s s , ~ I d a n l t t h i n k I w a s w e r a n  
the M. I may have been asked to be one th, but: I don't r e m b r  
arry reason why I wasn't. 

A: No, but there - ons thing that I likd. For more than cne 
accasim, I wws rn the nmdmting cmmittee and we had to decide wSro 
w a s t h e b e s t c a n d i d a t e t O b 8 ~ i d s r r t 0 f t h e ~ l l & .  Thecawparson1 
can.thWrofmsGiachstto. G h ~ h a s b a a n d e a d t e n o r f i f t e e n  
y- nerw, but he was: a friend of mine. I don't 3maw that I did 
a ~ t h h y n m r e t h m ~ o f  alotofpeuple~thmghthecRaghtto 
be pmsldent. lZlere was always ccmpetiticm. 

Q: Yes. What did ychl mjcrymwt about yaurmmbmship in the club? 

A: Well, in xy practice and in my business, I &dnlt lmks  mud^ 
about the -em ard deal- of this tam if I didn't meet thezn In 
IWary Club. So, I think it is the assoCiatims I a d  m m r  have 
had otherwise that W l y  was my m w t  satisfactory aspecb of 
mnbmhip. I wtxldn't know or have first-name aquaintame w i t h  an 
awful lot of the tcrwn's businesm3l. 
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Q: Aslrthirvg else -jump out at you? 

Q: ycwr fifty years, is i3mre an event or tm, or happening or 
two that stands out in your mermory at  all? Early, late, wherwrer, 
-? ~ t h e ~ c l u b ?  

Q: Who would yau say--yau nmmtioned Mr. Tay lo~But  who TnxiLd you say 
i n ~ c l u b d u r i n g y a u r f i f t y ~ h a d t h e m o &  influenceanyou? 

Q: A similar kind of question, Dr. Rarsm. In your t h  in the 
club, ~ a ~ o r t w o ~ o Y t a s h a v ~ h 2 i d ~ m w t i n f l u a n c e o n  
the club? -la who really made a cmtrilxlticm to the club? 

Q: ~tkindoftaks&metothenextons.  W h a t k i n d o f i n f l m d o  
yau t?xhk the club has had an the c i q  of springfield? 



rnemnberahip, but people at fimt f e l t  that the city stood out amcmg 
tams of ~ t s  size as one of the great anes of this country, ard had it 
so Wignated. I think [Hamrth] got sane of his opinions by talki33g 
to ar prticipating txaewht in mlxy Club mmbmship. 

9: Say his nam again. 

A: I thMc in genaral IEntary Club is =re likely to cmsider 
themelves as a serious, actwe people and I can't r w m b r  arry 
h- things that may have cane up. It is just not a humwrrust 
club, in ny recollection. 

Q: ( l a w )  Have yau been to any district or national cmmkioll~s of 
R-m? 

A: No, but I have been to a few far away ones. 

For exanrple, the black pcple said he was a capitalist ard they were 
socialists, and so they didnl t -ily want a capitalist. The 
politicians didn't necesarily want him there muse he was of a 
different political M of mind frm what politics are 9- m 
them mrw. 

But at theI.Eotary Club, I lhwer f e l t  sornuch at hare so far away. ff.l 
fact, I have written pecple back there later that I thmght it ~ m s  one 
of the nicest groups I have wer been to. One of the Fbbry Club 
~ a s l c e d m e a ~ t h e m e e t i n g t o g o t o h i s h a m e ,  M a w e d i d ,  
and had a pleasant dinner. We had, I guess, they call it high tea in 
his hum ard he took ma all arcrlmd. CapetckJn is probably ths 
prettiest city in the mrld if yau 1- at it fram their point of view 
becauseitisveryhillyandthereis~21tarallclver. There's- 
1ndh ocean an me side and the Atlantic m mother. You acpxld 



Q: Have you visited Rotary Clubs? You h a ~ e  travelled a lot frm v h t  
yau have said. Have you visitd Ftahxy Clubs elsewhere? 

A: Mt. Hagen, H-A-G-E-N. That is a German name, and I don't IcslcJwhm 
it enrer got tbat m. T h e  Gennms had been out as missimaries 
before World War 11, but I d m %  believe they got up that far. So, 
havthistcrwnevmgutaGermnnam, IdonFt30mcrw. 

Q: And you gave a talk at that Rotary Club? 

A: Yes. 

Q: When wwuld that have been? Was that during the war? 

A: Well, I ann just lxyw to think. I was at a m e t i n g ,  but I don't 
thinkImadeatalk. (langpause) I d m l t ~ ,  I t h h k i t w a s r i n  
SydnqbuS.IdmltremmhrwhetheritwasSydneyor~. I 
went to a rmetirvg and I was just a visitor. 

Q: Arry other dubs that ycru hwe visited in exotic places that you 
recall? Or maybe places where others U d n ' t  have had W 
-w 



Ratary Club there. He had such a British accent, which was quite 
mku[ralforhim, an;ithe-all m d e i t a b i g  jdks. Theyseemed 
t o t h i n k h e w a s t r y ~ t o p u t a n a n ~ ,  a n d h e t o o k t h e j ~ v e a r y  
well. He tried tom it a humnraus occasion. In fact, hernade a 
little-I d m %  think he rrrade a major talk, or maybe he did. I told 
hjmitwwldbeagoodthingifhedid.  Imadetalbbeforethe 
RutaryClubinMaidstcade, KentardatalkinLm&m. 

Q: Do yau recall arry historical or celebrity folks that have appeared 
at our Rsrtary Club hem in Sprensfield? Ebliticians, ePrtertaine.rs, 
other kinds of people of that note, of public note? 

A: W e l l , I l i E o e b e i n g ~ ~ 1 V e d i n t h e g m ~ ~ C L ~ o f t h e  
tamwhich if ~weresinplydoingryaun~iness ,  Iwmldbenmeor 
less isolated thsre, arrd d i n l y  being in Ibtary Club is far frm 
isolate% You are irnrolved w i t h  a lot of people able to lmm what  
they are doing if yau are mt actually pz&icipating yaurself. I 
enjcryed all of t k ~  experiences. 

Q: Is there arrythirrg else a b u t  the Ratary that ycru care to say that 
I haven't a&ed yau abart specifically? 

Also, I do like the Rotaxy Club's point of view of eliminating 
plymylitis. I am also irrterested to  learn, whether it is true or 
not, ~ t w h e n t h e y ~ a b w r t p o l i o t h e y f ~ t h a t i t w a s ~ e a e y  
to get pcple hbmskd Sn that they felt that was not a big 




