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Dr. Emmet F. Pearson, Springfield, Illinois, Jamary 21, 1988.
Ron Krause, Interviewer.

Q: Emmet, what is your Rotary classification?

A! Physician.
Q: Physician?
A: Yes.

Q: Were there other physicians in the club when you came in, do you
recall?

A: Yes, I think there were doctors but they had different titles such
as some were called "surgeon" or "specialist" or this or that, but I
was the only one who had the title of plain physician.

Q: Is there some story comnected with that?

A: Well, no, I think at that time Rotary Club was a little more
careful in not having more than one perscn holding a title, unless
that person personally nominated sameone else to be his alternate, in
that sense, in that title.

Q: Wwhen did you join the club?

A: In the spring of 1938. That is fifty years exactly that I joined
the club.

Q: Almost fifty years.

A: Yes.

Q: Were you in any other Rotary Club before that?

A: No.

Q: This is the first one you have maintained membership.

A: VYes, except during the war years, but I was the only member of the
Springfield Rotary Club who went to the war and came back.

Q: Is that right?

A: Yes, as far as I know. I have never checked up on it, but I don't
know of any other person. Some of them were in the war, all right hut
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they went in later. They weren't members of the Rotary Club before
the war, and maintain an absentee membership and then came back after
the war.

Q: I see. You were in the medical service.
A: Ch, yes.
Q: Do you recall who sponsored you in the club?

A: Will Taylor. Will Taylor was the vice president of Franklin Life
and he was one of the very important Rotarians in founding the
Springfield club. Franklin life was bought out by people from Texas
and all, and he contimied on in the Franklin Life even after the whole
organization was changed. He was a very important Rotary member from
the very beginning.

Q: Do you recall your first meeting, your induction, what that was
like?

A: I know you were going to ask me that and I thought "what should I
remenber?" I think my memory is pretty vague on those things, but
what I do remember is that Kurt Bretscher who was a bond and stock
salesman, who died about a year ago--he and I were indoctrinated the
samenight. That is about the main thing I remember except I think it
is possible that Byron Gaines, who also died about a year ago, was the
president at that time.

Q: Was it a much different induction process than we have now?

A: I don't think so.

Q: Pretty mach the same.

A: Yes. It seems to me that the Rotary Club was te concerned to
get one individual out of either principal occupation, a little more
so than they do now, because you may have twenty different lawyers and
each lawyer might give himself a little different title. At that
time, I think they were a little more careful to identify groups.

Q: VWhere was the club meeting then?

A: I tried to remember that, too. I think it was in the old St.
Nicholas Hotel.

Q: Do you have any other recollections about those initial meetings?
A: Very little. There was another doctor in the club, Dr. Herman

Cole. At any rate, he became the president of the club, but he had
another specialty. I think he was listed then as a tuberculosis

Q: Was there a lot of T.B. in Springfield at that time?
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A: Ch, yes. They had a big business at the St. John's Sanitorium.
They also had the Palmer Sanatorium, in which Herman Cole was
involved. When the Palmer Sanatorium went out of business it was

bought by the Presbyterians and is now the Presbyterian Home.

Q: Why did you join the Rotary? I mean, you were chbviously a busy
physician . . .

A: Well, I think it is possible that Will Taylor was a friend of my

wife's family--T got married along about that time--and I think

because I met him through my wife's family that he thought I ocught to

join the Rotary Club. It was his idea, not necessarily mine.

Q: He recruited you?

A: Yes, that is right.

Q: Do you recall same of the other pecple that you were acquainted
with in Rotary? At the time you joined other than Mr. Taylor?

A: Well, I could if I sat down to think very much. There were a
number of people who were funders originally.

Q: Charter?

A: Charter members. That's right. There were a number of them. ©h,
one person, I think he started the thimy called the Paris Cleaners.
They are still in business. At any rate, if I thought hard I could
think of half a dozen others who were original charter members.
"Cope" Franke, this man's son is now a member, I think.

Q: Anybody else jump to mind?

A: No.

Q: How big was the group then? How big was the club?

¢ Well, I don't think it was as big as it is now. I would say that
if it had sixty-five members, that would be a full house.

Q: Maybe half of what we have now?

A: I don't know how many it is now.

Q: One hundred and forty, I think.

A: That's about half, yes.

Q: You know every group you associate with has a particular kind of a
ity and atmosphere when you walk through the door. You know

what that is today. You know when we go upstairs at Maldenars. What
was it like in those years? Can you talk a little about the

personality, or the atmosphere of the club?
A: Well . . .
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Q: You said earlier, Dr. Pearson, you thought there was more care
being taken about one person in each classification for one thing.
That is a little different.

A: That is right. It would have been a little more exclusive, if you
want to use the word "exclusive," because each member had a
considerable pride in membership. A mmber of other civic
organizations have come along. There were some others, and I don't
know when the others were founded, but there were a mmber of other
civic clubs. Rotary had considerable pride in its ownership and
membership. And you asked about members, most of them were the
leading members in the town in their particular profession or trada.

Q: Wwhat were the club's activities like then? What did you do, what

A: Vell, one thing they didn't do was raise very much money for
charitable organizations, which we do now. It was more a matter of
prestige and pride in the organizations and in its cwn organization
rather than what good is could do for other people. That seems to be
a blg difference in the Rotary now because it is ocut to do all sorts
of things that were not being thought about then.

Q: When did that change?
A: I don't know.
Q: Do you recall . . .

A: It has been gradual, of course, but I would say when World War IT
went on, I guess the club struggled along, and after—that has been
forty years--I would say that it took about ten to twenty years after
World War IT before it became more generally civic-minded.

Q: Yes. Were there same activities or projects that you became
involved in? In those early years?

A: Not much. I did get invited to make talks every year or so. Not
that they were important, but you asked me what I did. If I went to
same other place, the part of my postgraduate training, when I came
back the club would usually be glad to have me make a talk. And I

can't guess how many talks that would be, but I was always glad to

have samecne listen to me.

Q: Any of those you remember particularly?

A: Well, (pause) I do recall, I was taking scme graduate work in
England and while there I first heard of sulpha drugs as being a quick
antigerm medicine. I think I was one of the first people to talk
about that in Springfield because I had heard about it there.

Penicillin had not yet been developed, but this was the begimning of
chemotherapy.

Q: Waild that be before the second World War?
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A: That was before the second war, just before. I would say that
would be about 1938, That would be shortly after I was involved in
the club.

Q: In 1939 or 1940, maybe?
A: Maybe in 1938, I just don't remember. It was the late thirties.
Q: Penicillin came out of the second World War, didn't it?

A: Well, yes. That's an important story of its own. Rotary doesn't
have much to do with it because it was discovered, of course, in
England and then the war came on in England and they didn't have the
facilities to do it in large production, and it came to this country.

were told there that the only place in this country they could do
it in was in Peoria. So, the big mass production of penicillin was
dene in Peoria. [I first learned about penicillin while working in a
hospital in World War II.]

Q: Is that right?

A: Yes, ard they had a meeting up there. A friend of mine in Peoria
called a meeting about three or four years ago. They called back all
the peocple they could get, who had been involved in this thing in
Peoria that could come including a woman who had run a fruit stand
close by. She sold them a rotten cantaloupe and they studied this
rotten cantaloupe and they found that it had much better penicillin
than any penicillin they had ever had before.

Q: Were you involved or have you ever been on the board?

A: No, I tried to think that out. Someone asked me that before. I
have been on a number of committees, but I don't think I was ever on
the board. I may have been asked to be one time, but I don't remember
any reason why I wasn't,

Q: Any of those committee responsibilities you enjoyed or disliked
more than the others?

A: No, hut there was one thing that I liked. For more than one
occagion, I was on the nominating comittee and we had to decide who
was the best candidate to be president of the club. The one person I
can think of was Glachetto. Giachetto has been dead ten or fifteen
years now, but he was a friend of mine. I don't know that I did

more than approve of a lot of people who thought he ought to
be president. There was always competition.

Q: Yes. What did you enjoy most about your membership in the club?

A: Well, in my practice and in my business, I wouldn't know much
about the wheelers and dealers of this town if I didn't meet them in
Rotary Club. So, I think it is the associations I would never have
had otherwise that probably was my most satisfactory aspects of
membership. I wouldn't know or have first-name acquaintance with an
awful lot of the town's businessmen.
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Q: Anything else jump ocut at you?

A: Well, it has always been good to have same outside person come in
to keep us informed of what we should know about, such as what is
going on business-wise or political-wise or otherwise if one didn't
have peocple come and make talks before the Rotary Club. You would
stay better informed than you'd get from ordinary commmnications.

Q: During your fifty years, is there an event or two, or happening or
two that stands out in your memory at all? Early, late, wherever,
whenever? About the Rotary Club?

A: Well, the first important thing was going through the war and
caming back, and that's way back forty years. I don't remember
anything that is as important in one's life as several years of war
experience. I don't think offhand of other important events.

Q: Who would you say--you mentioned Mr. Taylor--But who would you say
in the club during your fifty years had the most influence on you?

A: (pause) I don't think there was any individual . . . I do remember
walking down the street every Monday with Henry Barber. I don't krnew
vhen Henry Barber came in, but Henry is an old friend and I probably
saw more of him because cur offices were scmewhere away from where the
club is going to have a meeting. We probably would be walking down
the street about the same time and going our way. But then Charlie
Barber, his cousin, and there are others, other lawyers around town
gﬁIcanminkofwhomremubersthm. They don't pop in my mind
ckly.

Q: A similar kind of question, Dr. Pearsen. In your time in the
club, does a name or two stand out as having had the most influence on
the club? People who really made a contribution to the club?

A: (pause) Well, I mentioned Will Taylor. This was the founding of

the thing because I think the founding fathers had the most influence
becausetheysetthestyle,thapr%tigimsmm. In later , I
think those who got involved in the raising of money for public needs
in the citrus and the flowers and things like that. It has not been
one individual but it has been groups. That has done a lot for the

feeling among the people that they are doing more good than just going
to a meeting and having supper.

Q: That kind of takes me to the next one. What kind of influence do
you think the club has had on the city of Springfield?

A: (pause) I think the fact that many pecple have pride in membership
is » ad the former mayors, and commissioners, they have all
felt that when they talked to the Rotary Club they were talking to the
important pecple of the town. I feel that their position of feeling
important themselves, and having other pecple feel important was
important. (long pause)

I don't remember whether it was Mayor Howarth . . . I don't remember
all those pecple had memberships or whether it was honorary
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membership, but pecple at first felt that the city stood out among
tmwofltsslzeasmofthegmatmwsofthlsmm and had it
so designated. Itlu:ﬂc[Howarth]gotmofhiscpimonsbytaJJum
to or participating scmewhat in Rotary Club membership.

Q: Say his name again.
A: Howarth.
Q: Howarth?

A: Yes. He was major for several terms and the last time would be
maybe ten years ago. He is still around, but I think he has retired.

Q: Anything Jump ocut at you if T would say, "what is the funniest
thing you remember, at a Rotary meeting?" Or the most unusual
occurrence?

A: I think in general Rotary Club is more likely to consider
themselves as a serious, active people and I can't remember any
humorous things that may have came up. It is just not a humorous
club, in my recollection.

Q: (laughs) Have you been to any district or national conventions of
Rotary?

A: No, but I have been to a few far away ones.
Q: Talk about that.

A: Well, two or three years ago, I was in Capetown, South Africa. I
wasaskedbytheRotaryc:lubtomakeatalkaxﬂIdJ.d It was
interesting that on the very same day that I was making a talk in
Capetown that Senator Kemnedy was there and making talks at the same
time in some other place. As far as I know, I had a better audience
than he did because the Rotary Club was full. The pecple, more or
less blacks as well as whites, told Kennedy that he wasn't exactly
welcome there because he was representing things that they didn't
represent.

For example, the black people said he was a capitalist and they were
socialists, and so they didn't necessarily want a capitalist. The
polit:l.clans didn't necessarily want him there because he was of a
different political trend of mind from what politics are going on
there now.

But at the Rotary Club, I never felt so much at home so far away. In
fact, I have written pecple back there later that I thought it was one
ofthenioestgm:psIhaveeverbeento. One of the Rotary Club
members asked me after the meeting to go to his home, which we did,
ard had a pleasant dinner. We had, Iguess,theycall:.thightea:.n
hishmnearﬂhetookmeallamm Capetown is probably the
prettiest city in the world if you look at it from their point of view
because it is very hilly ard there is water all over. There's the
Irdian Ocean on one side and the Atlantic Ocean on another. You could
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see where the waters come together, and one side is the Indian Ocean
which is kind of warm, and the other side is cooler. But that was an
extraordinarily nice occasion to be able to talk that far away from

home.

Q: Have you visited Rotary Clubs? You have travelled a lot from what
you have said. Have you visited Rotary Clubs elsewhere?

A: Ancther talk that I made which I never told anybody about here was
that I made two talks in that part of the world. One talk was in
Australia but then, also, I was asked to make a talk in New Guinea.
You wouldn't think there would be a Rotary Club in New Guinea, but
this was in Mt. Hagen, New Guinea and it was a very little club. I
wag out there during World War II and then there wasn't any Mt. Hagen
existing. This was up in the mountains, and we were chasing Ja

down along the shoreline. After the war the Australians moved in as
fast as they could into the high lands and up in the mountains. They
have a good-sized town up there and had a little Rotary Club. I think
of}:.hc:tasbeirgmreumsualmﬂmminteresthgthanbeinginwth
Africa.

Q: Say the name, Mt. . . .

A: Mt. Hagen, H-A-G-E-N. That is a German name, and I don't know how
it ever got that name. The Germans had been ocut there as missionaries
before World War II, but I don't believe they got up that far. So,
how this town ever got a German name, I don't know.

Q: And you gave a talk at that Rotary Club?
A: Yes.
Q: When would that have been? Was that during the war?

At Oh, no. I didn't even know what existed up there because some of
our airplanes got shot down or fell down up there in the mountains.
There were no troops, Japanese, or Australians or ours that knew what
was going on up in those mountains. I would say this was about
seventeen years ago.

Q: I see. But what about Australia, you mentioned Australia?

A: Well, I am just trying to think. I was at a meeting, but I don't
think I made a talk. (long pause) I don't remember, I think it was in
Sydney but I don't remember whether it was Sydney or Melbourne. I
went to a meeting and I was just a visitor.

Q: Any other clubs that you have visited in exotic places that you
recall? Or maybe places where others wouldn't have had the
opportunity?

A: Well, we cwned a house, a place cut in Pasadena, California, and
I've been to Rotary Club meetings there. In fact, I have an Emglish

friend who is a doctor who has been to this country as a visitor a few
times, and one time he visited us in Pasadena and I took him to the
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Rotary Club there. He had such a British accent, which was quite
natural for him, and the members all made it a big joke. They seemed
to think he was trying to put on an accent, and he took the joke very
well. He tried to make it a humorous occasion. In fact, he made a
little—-I don't think he made a major talk, or maybe he did. I told
him it would be a good thing if he did. I made talks before the
Rotary Club in Maidstone, Kent and a talk in London.

Q: Do you recall any historical or celebrity folks that have appeared
at our Rotary Club here in Springfield? Politicians, entertainers,
other kirds of people of that note, of public note?

A: (pause) My mind is slow in recalling this. I'd have to go into
some sort of transcendental meditation!

Q: (lawhs) Nothing Jjumps to mind quickly?

A: No. (pause) In general, we haven't made it a point to have pecple
who are immediately running for office, I don't think. I am sure that
governors and other people who have held offices have been invited,
but I don't remember any details about them. The two governors that I
knew well were Stevenson and Kerner. I would think that either of
them had made talks there.

Q: On kind of a sumary basis here. Obvicusly, the club has meant
something to you or you wouldn't have stayed for fifty years. Wwhat
doesgarticipatimintheRotazyClub,whatkeptywthmallthese
years

A: Well, I like being more involved in the general aspects of the
town which if I were simply doing my own business, I would be more or
less jsolated there, amd certainly being in Rotary Club is far from
isoclated. You are involved with a lot of people and able to know what
they are doing if you are not actually participating yourself. I
enjoyed all of the experiences.

Q: Is there anything else about the Rotary that you care to say that
I haven't asked you about specifically?

A: (long pause) Well, part of internaticnal scenes that Rotary ¢l
is involved in is very important. mereisnootherozganizatim'
the world where a mmber of businessmen feel some assocliation with
businesamen in other countries. I think almost any capitalist country
in the world have good ¢lubs and qur people go there to visit. We
help create some feeling of goodwill and we would also have the same
if we are in the socialist countries. We would probably have more
influence if they indeed had Rotary Clubs. I think that by and large
their international aspects do more good than their civic or local
aspects.

Also, I do like the Rotary Club's point of view of eliminating
polymylitis. I am also interested to learn, whether it is true or
not, that when they talked about polio they found that it was so eagy
togetpeopleirrterestedinthattheyfeltthatwasmtabigemm
project so they have started to add things to it. I am not sure t







