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PREFACE 

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews 
conducted by Eugenia Eberle for the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University in the Spring of 1993. The material was also 
transcribed and edited from the tapes. 

Robert Jess Patton was born July 2, 1909 in Springfield, 
Illinois. The first of four sons, he graduated from The Choate 
School in Wallingford, Connecticut and the University of Michigan 
in 1934 where he continued his studies in Ann Arbor in the School 
of Medicine. Immediately after his Residency in Surgery, Bob 
spent one year as a fellow at the Grenfell Mission in 
Newfoundland in 1938. He served four years in the Navy before 
returning to Springield in 1942 to join his father as a General 
Surgeon in The Medical Group. The great grandson of Charles 
Lanphier, editor and owner of the Illinois State Register, his 
life revolved around illustrious people. His father was the 
founder of the Springfield Medical Group, and a like his father, 
he was a leader and physician in the Community until he retired 
at seventy one in 1980, 

In 1937, Dr. Patton married Helen Osborn from Sault St. Marie, 
Michigan, daughter of a newspaper publisher and grand daughter of 
Governor Osborn of Michigan in 1912 .  A Stanford graduate, Helen 
was elected to Phi Beta Cappa. The Patton's have three children, 
Penelope, Ann, and Thomas, who resides in Springfield. 

Eugenia Eberle was raised in Haverf ord, Pennsylvania where she 
earned an athletic scholarship to the University of Virginia, 
Her interest in Journalism allowed her to write for the Arab News 
while living in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia for six years with her 
husband, now with the SIU School of Medicine, Mother of four 
grown children, her civic interests and involvement in Museum 
Studies have led her into a fascination with Oral History. 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it 
is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, 
narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal 
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. 
Sangamon State University is not responsible for the factual 
accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these 
are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not 
be reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or 
mechanical without permission in writing from the Oral Histroy 
office, Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 
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Robert Jess Patton. November 4, 11,18, 25, December 2, 16, 1992, 
January 6, 13, 27, 1993, In his home at 1717 Cherry Road, 
Springfield, Illinois 62707 
Eugenia Eberle, interviewer 

Q. Bob, where and when were you born? 

A. I was born on July 2, 1909 on South Fifth Street, just north of 
Laurel, east side of the street in the 1600 Block of South Fifth 
Street. My father was Charles Lanphier Patton, an Obstetrician- 
Gynecologist who had been trained with four years of Residency at 
the university Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He had married in 
1904 to Alice Jess, daughter of Robert W. and Alice A. Jess of 
~iverton. They came to Springfield in 1906 and my father started 
practice by sharing an office with Dr. L.C. Taylor who was a 
bachelor who practiced Internal Medicine for years in this town. 
Our second home was about a block or two south of South Grand 
Avenue on South 5th Street, a little larger home, the northern home 
of two similar homes as I recall it. And my Dad's practice was 
sufficiently successful so that he could build a home in Oak 
Knolls, which was a new subdivision in 1911, and we moved in 1912 
when I was three years old. 

The subdivision was started by Louis N. Wiggins, a realtor who 
was the son of Noble Bates Wiggins, the owner and operator, I think 
owner and operator, of the Leland Hotel. There were rather 
extensive farm holdings on the southwest corner of Springfield. 
I'm not positive whether the land which became Oak Knolls, which 
was immediately south of Washington Park, belonged originally to 
the Wiggins family or not, but I think it did, and Oak Knolls was 
a motto or logo, you might say, was "like living in a park," 
extended from South Grand to Laurel and from Noble to Illini or 
Illini Road. The streets were named after Mr. wiggins; Noble, 
Bates, Wiggins, and the Illini or Illini road was no doubt named 
because the Country Club, which is immediately west of that road. 
It was a new club at that time which had a nine hole golf course 
which was all east of Chatham road. The area now known as 
Washington Park had become a city park in the recent past at that 
time, I'm not surejust when that was, but it had. . the land, if 
I'm not mistaken, was donated by a Mr. Williams who had a farm 
house on, what is now Williams Blvd, south side of Williams Blvd., 
about two houses east of what is now MacArthur. This used to be 
called West Grand Avenue. The Washington Park, which was new at 
that time, was a popular area for people to drive in. There were 
beautiful trees and the roads were at that time were covered with 
crushed red shale. There was also a popular spring on the north 
side of the park. People would come out to get a drink of spring 
water or bring several gallon bottles out to get spring water and 
would also water the horses while they were there, and at that 
time, the Park had a lagoon that  was sort of L shaped or J shaped, 
with a short extension or dog leg that extended east from the dam, 
and, I guess the hill side on the south side on this leg of the 



lagoon was a boathouse which I think had a bathroom in it and a 
room with a fireplace where people might change skates on winter 
days when ice skating was possible. They also in the summertime 
had boats for rent at this place and the dam, over which the lagoon 
empties was the same in those days, but there was no island in the 
main part of the lagoon. That was formed later, much the same 
time, as I recall, that the carillon was built.   he pavilion up on 
top the hill by the duck pond was one of the original buildings in 
the Park. And across the road, west of the pavilion was a sort of 
a ravine which contained playground equipment, and at the south 
end, nearer South Grand Avenue, was a wading pond for children. It 
was a concrete pond. It had water six or eight inches deep in it, 
and it soon became quite dirty and scummy and difficult to monitor 
and so that I believe it was removed. At least it's not used any 
longer. It's just a swampy area at the time I think. This is 
before there were tennis courts built and of course before the 
greenhouses and carillon up on the top of the hill in the northwest 
part of the Park. That used to be a rather decent baseball diamond 
with no bleachers, but did have a backstop, a wire backstop. As far 
as Oak Knolls is concerned, I 'm not positive when it opened up, but 
I would expect in the neighborhood of 1910. I've always believed 
that probably the first house that was built, was that which i s  now 
occupied by Dr. Robert Knockway and is on the southeast corner of 
Illini Road and South Grand Avenue. South Grand Avenue ends at that 
point. This house was later occupied by a family named Ruth. R U 
T H. At least the sons name was Rubin Ruth and I think maybe the 
father's name was Rubin Ruth as well. I don't know what they did. 
But it was because of this occupancy that the lane that is a half 
a block south of South Grand Avenue is called Ruth Place which 
extends from Wiggins to Illini. One of the other earlier houses 
was the home of Louis wiggins, a grey stucco house with red tile 
roof which sits on the east side of Wiggins right at the very east 
end of Ruth Place. Mr. wiggins lived there for a very brief time 
and then built a house on the northeast corner of Leland and 
Wiggins now occupied by Michael Scully, and the Wiggins. . . the 
grey stucco house of Mr. Wiggins was thereafter occupied for a 
while by a Mr. Hansen, who was state architect. Had two children. 
Paul and Elizabeth, I think. Don' t know what happened to him. And 
it was occupied thereafter by John Barber, the John Barber family. 
I think his father name was John but I'm not sure, but John himself 
became an attorney. Went to Yale. Went to Choate then went to 
Yale, became an attorney. He died, I believe in 1991. Another old 
home was on the east side of Bates, about three houses south of 
Leland Avenue. It was a cottage type house and it was occupied by 
one of the Lindley families and later by Mrs. Emma Connelly after 
her husband had died and her children had left. 

Now north of Leland Avenue on Bates was a house occupied by a 
Professor Alja Crook, (his son, William, tells me this was the 
first house in Oak Knolls, being built in 1911) who was the Curator 
of the Illinois State Museum which was then on the second floor of 
the old Armory. The State Armory, same sight as the present 
Armory. There was a barn behind this house. They kept a fine old 



Jersey cow named Daisy. He also had a grape arbor and a moderate 
size vegetable garden. Mrs. Crook was a delightful woman who had 
been a school teacher. They raised five children. The oldest of 
whom was Elinor, now Mrs. George Stericker, then there was William 
H. Crook and Robert Crook and Fred Crook and Richard Crook. All of 
whom are still living. Eugenia tells me one of them has recently 
died and I suspect it was Robert who was in bad health four or five 
years ago when he was here. 

Another early house in Oak Knolls was the house of Henry 
Street Dickerman. He was known as "Tudy". And spelled variously 
Tudi, Tudy. The origin which is really not well known. (Chuckle) he 
was the father of Street Dickerman who died in 1992, Apparently 
murdered. This house was completed in 1911 and the house of Dr. 
Charles L. Patton was completed in 1912. Another old house was the 
house of the family by the name of Rinnaker on the west side of 
Noble about two or three houses south of South Grand Avenue. I 
know nothing more about this family. Then there was a house that 
was there before Oak Knolls was developed was the farm home of Will 
E. Moore after whom the one block street named Willemoore Avenue 
was named. Mr. Moore's home was on the northeast corner of Laurel 
and Illini Road and was a very large lot with a stone and shingle 
home, and the front yard had a large pond and fountain. A 
fountain, not a pond, and I don't remember anything about the barn 
or the size of it, but it was back on what is now Willemoore. 

The limits of Oak Knolls were given before but as that 
portion was built up, homes were gradually built on the south side 
of Laurel out to Ash. This was known as South Oak Knolls. There 
had been some homes, smaller homes, that had nothing to do with Oak 
Knolls, that were built on the east side of Noble down toward what 
is now known as Cherry Road. These were not in the regular sub- 
division. But early on in the 201s, two rather large homes were 
built just south of Laurel on Wiggins. The west side of Wiggins. 
The one on the corner was a stucco house with red tile roof is 
still there was built by Mr. C. J. Doyle. Mr. Doyle was, I believe, 
a representative in the State Legislature, If I'm not mistaken, and 
the house next to it was built as a spec house for sale house by 
Mr. Wiggins. It's a white stucco house, rather broad house, roomy 
place. It was occupied for two or three years by Mr. Wiggins ' 
sister, Lucy Jones, who was the wife of Mr. James A. Jones, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jones had two children, James A. Jones Jr. who is now 
dead, and Clarissa Overaker who now lives at the Presbyterian Home. 
Subsequently, probably still in the early 201s, a large home, now 
occupied by the Jeffrey Blunk, son of Clifford Blunk, a lawyer, and 
Jane Blunk who was Jane Cole. It was a large brick house, situated 
on the northwest corner of Wiggins Avenue and Sunset Lane. This 
was built by the Reisch family and I don't know which one it was, 
but it must have taken at least two years to build. For some 
reason, there was an interruption in the building of it. I 
remember as children, we played there frequently over a couple of 
years while they were building this house. It was alleged even to 
have had preparations for star-gazing up in a small cupola-like 
business on the roof, as I recall. Originally there was a 



landscaped pond west of this house on what had formerly been part 
of an orchard and this did not turn out to be very successful, and 
it was later filled in, and that is the area of the house and 
grounds of Herbert Barthoff, now Steve Barthoff on Sunset, 

Another early home was. . , in the middle of the block between 
Wiggins and Illini Road on the south side. . . a home now owned by 
Dr. Coughlin, and I believe this home was built by a Mr. Conover 
and after they moved away it was occupied for a short time by a Mr. 
Thomas Masters who was a lawyer and father of Dr. Thomas Masters. 

Q. Was he any relation to the author of Spoonriver Anthology? 

A. Yes. Mr. Masters, who occupied this house, was the brother of 
Edgar Lee Masters who wrote the Spoonriver Anthology, The house, 
then for many years, it was enlarged over the years, particularly 
by Mr. George W. Bunn Jr. who was known as Jib Bunn. Jib Bum and 
his wife lived there for many years and after he died, the house 
was owned by Mr. Chuck Beard and Bitsy Beard. They raised kids at 
this house before they were divorced. Jib Bunn, George W. Bunn Jr., 
followed his father in the Presidency of the ~arine Bank. 3ib was 
an excellent golf player. City champ, I believe, more than once 
and the Illini Country Club Champion several times. He had a son 
George Bunn, two daughters, Sally Shaunbacher and ~inda Bunn, can't 
think of her name at this time, but I will. Yes, her name is 
Peffer, Linda Peffer, but she doesn't live here now. Jib Bunn was 
one of the strong advocates of the Abraham Lincoln Association. 
I 'm not sure whether he had much to do with the Sangamon County 
~istorical Society, but certainly was a director and I think part 
time president of the Abraham Lincoln ~ssociation. He was as 
strong a member as was Mr. Logan Hay. Jib Bunn was a brother of 
Willard Bunn who married a Miss Reagan from Wisconsin, built the 
home on the southwest corner of willemoore and Cherry Road. The 
home owned now by Dr. Max Hammer. Willard and Ruth Bunn had four 
children. The oldest of which was Willard Jr., known always as 
Bunch, and until recently, he had succeeded as President of the 
Marine Bank after Robert Saner who had followed after Jib Bunn, I 
believe. Then there was Biz Bunn or Elizabeth Bunn who eventually 
married Henry Taylor and now lives in Florida. Then there was 
George Reagan Bunn who now lives on Sunset Lane and President or 
has been President of the Bunn-0-Matic Corporation. He married 
Nancy Heidrick of Peoria. Then the last child of Ruth and Willard 
was John Bunn. John Bunn ran the Bunn Capitol Food Company after 
his father died and he has since retired and moved to Hilton Head, 
North Carolina. 

L e t ' s  go back to the Washington Park. While talking about it, 
the Boulevard that extends from about Lincoln to Walnut, known as 
Williams Boulevard, quite a wide area, that was named because of 
the Park that was given to the city by Mr. Williams, a farmer. I 
believe he was a relative of Mrs. Sterickers, if I'm not mistaken. 
At any rate, about an eighth of a mile east  of the Pavilion at the 
corner of Orendorff Drive and Williams Boulevard, is a large 
impressive, old grey stone house, and I believe was originally 



built for Governor 
an attorney. Had 
married to one of 
have forgotten who 

Q. How was Leland 

Yates. The house is now owned by Johnny Noll, 
formerly been owned by Dr. Frichette who was 
the Sankey girls, married Louise Sankey, and I 
lived there prior to that. 

Grove developed? What are it's boundaries? 

A. I expect it was back in the late 40's. The roads in the area 
now known as Leland Grove were in abominable condition. Terrible 
potholes, And they should have been cared for by Woodside 
Township, whereas the taxes in the area now known as Leland Grove 
were higher, contributed a considerable amount to the road 
commissioner in Woodside Township. He never did see fit to take 
care of the roads. He used his-money elsewhere. This area, part 
of the area known as Leland Grove has been named on some of the 
maps as Leland Knolls, I believe it was called at that time, is 
addition over and above South Oak Knolls. Because of the poor 
roads, principally, it was decided to devise some manner of taking 
care of the roads for ourselves so that it became necessary to form 
a city because of the Ilinois laws, and the City of Leland Grove 
was formed and for a while Charles H. Lanphier was Mayor and 
subsequently Clifford Conry was Mayor, and it has prospered for 
it ' s original purpose of keeping the roads in shape. There weren ' t 
very many sidewalks in Leland Grove. They aren't regular sidewalks 
and often times some of the roads don't have curbing but the roads 
have been kept clean and in good shape and the. . . over a period 
of years there was a police department developed and they've done 
an excellent job in regulating traffic and "keeping out the type of 
individuals that don't belong in Leland Grove." 

Q, When were the two Spanish houses built and by whom? 

A. The little Spanish villa type house that is hidden behind the 
overgrown conifers on the northeast corner of Ash and Wiggins was 
a house that was built for the personal use of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Helmle. Mr. Helmle, with his brother, Henry Helmle, were the 
outstanding architects in Springfield. Mr. George Helmle, was 
particularly the residential architect and he planned many of the 
original homes in Oak Knolls such as K . S .  Dickerman, Charles, 
Patton, Robert Lanphier. I'm not sure whether he did Jacob Bunns. 
I ' m  inclined to believe he did not, but he designed many of the 
homes in Springfield, in Oak Knolls, This was his private home, 
but his marriage went on the rocks after a few years and so that 
house, thereafter, was not lived in by him and over the last many 
years it's been e m p t y  and known in the neighborhood as a spooky 
place. It belongs to one of the Italian families in town. I can't 
remember which one. Then now, there's another stucco house. A 
large house, yellow stucco house with tile roof which was 
characteristic of Mr. Helmle's houses. Many of the other houses 
had these beautiful  t i l e  roofs which have proven to be excellent, 
The house across the street from Willard Bunns house, the east side 
of Willemoose, just south of Cherry Road was built originally by 






























































































































































































