
This mawscript is the prduct of a scrim of tape-recoaded htemiews 
on the Sprinsfie3.d International V i s i t a r s  Ommission mnlwtd by 

Booth for the Oral Hbbry  Offim, &qaum State WversiQ on 
February 28, 1990. M q a m t  Fbder also transcribed the tapes a d  
Linda S. Jett edited IAe tmmripts. 

~ o f t h s o r a l ~ ~ i r s h c r u l d b a a r i n m i n 3 t h a t i t i s a  
transcript of the s p b m  v m d ,  aTlcl that the h-rkmieumrf -tor and 
editor m t  b pmaerye the infmnal, -tianal style that is 
hherent in rauch historical samxa. Sarqmm State Universliq is not 
responsible for the factual of the memw>ir, mr far v i ~  
expsmdthasrein; theseamforthsreaderrto judge. 



Q: you a native of Sprh-gfield? 

Q: ah, I sree so ycIu lmnt to h 1  here? 

A: ah yes, I have lived here all xy l ife.  

Q: What grade -1 and high school did yau go to? 

A: Mills Cbllege in Oakland. 

8: ah I )a#rw right whms it is. So yuu cams ba& a f b r  college? 

Q: I e. Ncrw atd fa-, did actively participate 
h civic affaixs? 

A: c8-1 yes, very actively, -idly my mcrther. My fa-, as a 
phpician, waa very b s y  w i t h  his h t  he did a lot of wrlrk 
withyaurrgpopleatl%eYMCA. lb'&erhadberrnasochlwmrker. Ih 
fact they mt at Pillslxlry Settlerent House in M h m a p l b  when Ed 
wasan in tam.  T h e y h a d ~ l i s h e d a ~ c l u b t h e r e a n d M a t b e r w i s  
the social work Jxl charge of a l l  the girls. 

Q: So what  did yat mother do in the way of civic affairs here in 
Springfieldthatkindof ~ o f f a n y c r u a n d g o t y c # 1 i n t e r e s t e d i n  
these m L q B ?  

A: It was sart of a dual. She was in girl tsca.b and 
&ur& mrk and in lllarry of the czmndty activities. H e r  bmthe, 
&Win, was the first head of the m t y  Chest, which is rn Unit@ 
way. 



Annabelle Lewis PattQn 1 

Q: Whan yau caras ba& here and ycru were all finished w i t h  that, did 
ycxl join s~lan; organization that led you into this? 

Q: did ycru finally axrive at same part: in the JUdor League's 
actSviti~si that lead to th is  mvnnissian? W l  rn the bq- of it. 



Annabelle L e w i s  Pen.- 
1 

A: The A ~ ~ ~ ~ i a t i r n  of Junior Uagws was so hkemsbd in our LhqIn 
project because it was so extensive that sent a consultant 
The consul- 1- into all the activities that we had because 

plustlIeply~v*of thechrmmlhguEle* 

A: !this was in the l96O1s, pmbably in 1960. To gert back to the 
m u h a m e ,  t h e l i t t l e h c r u l s e l l e x t t o L i n c o l n ~ s h c m e w a s g o ~ t o b e  
tom dawn or taloan away because #e State thaqht it wis a f h  
hazard. So the League hqht it ard raved it to UEB wmthast mrmr 
of Eighth  Jacksan. It hasn't a.1- hem in the locaticm where it 
ism* S o t h a t w a s ~ r ; i n c x , l n ~ e c t t h a t t a c r k m g l s y a n d  
vo1-time. L a t € E o n t b a n . t h e h a u s e w a S n r r v e d ~ ~ i t i s  
m, next to the Iimdn hgae. ERxt the m t a n t  Isaid, "Yau're just 
d o i r ~ ~ t m ~ f o r o m ~ a n d t h i r t y y a . q ~ , ~ ~  (becausein 
Junior Leagueyoubecxrtarra sustairrerwhenyaz're forty.) So all these 
wcmm had ylwrrg children at haae or wm *. She said, lTet's 
slw daJn and limit your act iv i tk~. '~  A t  thr; sam tin# the mte 
H i s t d A n  had said, ' m y  dm't ycru - the Irrtemati& V i s i t o q s  
guides for the stat8 of Illinois?" All of ma inkmmtianal pecplq 
aarws to Sprirrsfield tn vieit the rstate gcmmmmt in Spa:iryfiela, riot 
in chi-. M Kamy Bloam, t b  mwltarr t ,  said, "It W l y  
vmldnltbeaqocldi.deatoexpmA. Whtycru&mlddoistohave 
Lir#x,In taws cnly. Y m  han the Lincoln WibgI2 p j e c t  whi& 
~ u d w z J ~ ~ ~ , ~ l n ~ , t h s r ; L n o o l n t o u r s ~ N e w  
Salem, t h e ~ a r r d t h e T W i b . w  S o t h e ~ h a d t o t s l l t h e  
h i r s t a r h t h a t ~ ~ l i m i t e d t o L s r r # , l n H e r i ~ t a u r s b u t ~  
wcxld be glad to help irrterHatiaPlals in a t  my. I@ d, 'Wall, 
m'11 j u g t h a v e b b r i n g l s a p e o t h s r o r q a n i z a t i ~ 1 ~ i n ~ g u i ~ ~ "  



a: So that - the thing that mally -the broad effort. 



A: Well, dm was really an hphtian and tnlas SO gamw 
theme -In pmjects d u r i q  her tmm, it warn really marvelals. 
Y a u a s k r s d a l x x r t t h e C Q B l f ~ .  
coordinat imptand~~justtalkingtopqle .  a t h s  
hadwrittentosaythat.1-heryUidhweacmf~int&&h$m. 
my -, Deal, aaid, " Y a l  henre to learn fram w a d h g h ,  I'll take 
y c x ~ a r t : ~ . ~ ~  &athiseorpe?.lsehectmmmeout, stayedinahatel 
W e I w m n t t o ~ a t t h e S t a t e ~ i n t b M m A d h n  
m. And he sat up on t h  m f  of the hotel in a s w h d q  suit atd 
visited wi- pop10 there while I ga- infozm~tim. 

A: That's right, he was a gOOd helper ad my chauffeur to tab n~ 
therer. Of c # u r s r e I h a d g a m p r ~ i l y t o s e e h a ~ ~ a t h s r  
w h i & h a d ~ b e m s t a r t s d e v m b a f o m s ~ w a s a n  
h & l d h g u n a n d h u w t h q ~ f i n a r u s e d .  mt'smJstonardSan 
F r a M = i E c c o a r d c h i ~ a t x l p l ~ w h e r e ~ h a d ~ t y  
organizati-. I Umqtxt, 'Well, - I l l  shrrw us hcks lm finanae this 
a n d h a v b g e t s t a r t d . w  S o I ~ t o e ~ & ~ m e o f t h e m a r r d t a l k e d f o r  ~~~. E v e r y c l m o f ~ a a i d ,  ' W e h a v e t o b e ~ f o r  
-allthetime. W e a r e l i t O e ~ U h i t e d ~ .  Ittakssmqt 
of arr t i m ~  to get the flrnds so we aren't able to help all the 
intermitianal peqle." So at that time I c b t m h e d  that it wasn't 
w o r t h ~ t i r r u 3 ~ i r r g ~ ~ ~ ~ s o ~ w i m ~  
fmdgnvisitorsthenreelves. S o ~ f c a m a e h a d c m ~ t h e r n a y ~ r  
and ma2 Hoffmnn, ktm ms the spA.Iqfbld finarroe lxxmdssi-, abcrut 
establmiq sammhg far intermtianal visiwcs w i t h  the ci'ty. 
myor Collins said, 'We'l l  think abaxt that." Gcrvenx>r Ibernes. was the 
gcwmlmatmetime, So~talksdtOhinlwiththeStateKistoriarl. 
They said, We're m y  -ible h t  of axme you won't be 
h s l p ~ c h i c a g o & ~ ~ d t i 8 8 i n . U l s ~ t e t i ~ , ~ t h i n k i t * a ~  
city's reqm~ibility.~~ It was Um same thing they had done w i t h  the 
LhwIn hrrrul. The State d, llItls W city's street there so we 
-It speold arry to block ths &met.11 pis city d, 'Well, 
i t ' s ~ s t a t e ' s ~ ~ .  p l s S t a t e a w n e d ~ L i r u x , h h c m e . "  
m a t ' ~ w l r y J u n i O r ~ c a m e i n t 0 ~ e t h e m a t t s r b y b l ~ ~  
skeet .  So we g a m  enqh pecple bgethm d d d ,  "Yes,  w e ' l l  
be partly respomible." Molf min €mu, "I w i l l  rahe the m m y  for: 

Sohe~abcrut :athousatddol larsIbe l i~ f iromhis  
f " r i ~ m ~ t ~ ~ ~ a t 1 ~ ~ 1 : i t s s ~ l m l e t t a r s & ~ f m t h e  
lstamape arrd -t=iam~~. Then we wmt lxdc to the city raga~l and had to 
g o t O e a c h c a r e o f t h s ~ i ~ b e c a u s e a t ~ t t i a P e . t h e r y a l 1 ~  
to - to amate an official city cunmirxnim. !fYs City Wil 
paaared-ordinarroe-beganm-iananIrrternati& 
V h i m  of the C9.w Of Spn:insfield, Illhb septaaabar of 1962. 



Q: You had a good bse of people. 

Q: Yau didn't hanre any help? 

A: No, we had a .thcxlsand dollar& in .ths bank for dl ings.  

(2: Yau didn't have an offie? 



FIRST BOARD OF DIRECTORS . '.' ' 
- 1.' 

September, 1962 ' 1 
COMMISSION ON 1NTERNATXONP.L VTSITORS, . 

Mrs. Donald R. Patton 
2113 Noble Avenue 

Chairman 

Co-chairman 

By-laws 

C i t y  

County 

Mrs. ~ k l d  V .  S t r d n g  , 

3 2 6  South Douplas Avenue 
4 

523-4535 
(office) 

Mr. John H@in 
Illinois, 5 u i l d i n g  

5 4 4 - 5 7 3 1  
( o f f i c e )  

Commissioner I n e s  Hoffnann 
M u n i c i p a l  3 u i l a i n g  

5 2 2 - 9 6 9 5  
(office) 

Lewis Herndon 
F a u l t l e s s  Y i l i i n g  Co,  

5 2 5 - 7 5 0 0  
(office) 

S t a t e  
I 

Mrs. Clascennc. Hzrvey 
Board of Economic ~evelopment 

Mr. James B o l i n g e r  
Leland Hots1 

I 
i Commercial 

A C I  Visitors Miss L o u i s e  Yurpky 
Council P u b l i c i t y  3 2 5  E a s t  Adams 

5 2 7 - 7 5 4 5  
(office) 

Finance Mr. Harlington Wood*, Jr. 
secur?ty Building 
I 

Mrs. Robert Szner 
2 6  V i r g i n i a  Lane 

Volunteers  

Mrs. Thomas  F a s t e r s ,  J r .  
1 6 1 6  -W2llemo~e 

S t a t e  Dis t ineu i shed ,  
V i s i t o r s  L iason  

Dr. Joseph AlSrecht 
First-Methodist ChurcH 

Human R e l a t i o n s  

Community Education Mr. Clyde Walton ' 

Illinois State Historical Library 

& k r s .  Meyer Abramowitz . 
2111 South Park , 

Secretary 

Mrs. Edward L. Dickerson 
1409 East Washington 

Survey - 



visitors to the -tea m. Joseq?S3 Albredk was in 
charge of human relati-. th i s  early 1960 so human 
relati- really hadn't dervelopd as a national questhn. Clyde 
Waltm the histarid libmxy. And m. =is Ahmmcdtz 
asa-dMm. R b a r d D i ~ w h o w a s g o i x q ~ d o a u r  
-0 

Q: Then you ard a few crthsrs -1y carried the ball? 

A: Y e s .  

A: ~ w m a t . U h e ~ ~ o f t h e ~ i m b e f o r e w e h a d a  
secmbq, all~callswm.aldocmertomyhrxlse, towrtde@mm 
ramnberandm1wUuld*-fMn-.  Id id ta lk to  
Directar Gnmm to - i f  we oauld hanre office ~q?aoe in ths state axl 
h e - v a r y n i - a b e r u t t h a t ~ a t B ~ i a m e ~ i t w a s a p l a c r e ~  
~ C O U l d h e l p m l y ~ ~ v j S i t o l r s l x z t r r o r r e o f ~  
n a n ~ v i s i t o r s ~ a l a o m d a ~ i p t i o n o f  theuhited 
States. So s h  that didn't mrkoutm &wt&workirrg againwith 
the mayar. Eldm had charrged the city 1-p by that t h  and 
N e l s o n ~ w a s t h e n e w m y o r .  S h t h i s m s m t h i s i d e a ,  he 
hadn't e h r k d  i t ,  he was a little bit reluctant to give us any mwley. 

Q: Did he finally help ycu? 

A: Yes . . . (talw r-) 










