Preface

This mamscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
on the Springfield International Visitors Commission conducted by
Byron Booth for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University on
February 28, 1990. Margaret Reeder also transcribed the tapes and
Linda S. Jett edited the transcripts.

In this memoir Annabelle lewis Patton, first chairman of the
Commission, describes how the Commission was created and how she
became associated with the Commission.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The mamuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
mpmducadinmolej;ri?partbyarymeam, electxmiciormchanical,
without permission writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Tllinois 62794-9243. ’




Amnabelle Iewis Patton, February 28, 1990, Springfield, Illinois.
Byron Booth, Interviewer.

Q: Were you a native of Springfield?

A: Not exactly, I came here when I was six months old, when my father
started medical practice after the University of Mimesocta. I was
born in Minneapolis.

Q: Oh, I see so0 you went to school here?
A: Oh yes, I have lived here all my life.
Q: What grade school amd high school d&id you go to?

A: Butler School and Springfield High School and then went out to
California to college.

Q: Where did you go to school cut there?
A: Mills College in Oakland.
Q: Oh I know right where it is. So you came back here after college?

A Ard married Don and raised cur three sons. During this time when
our yourgest was about two years.old was about the time that all of
the activities to establish the Comission started.

Q: I see. Now your mother and father, did they actively participate
in civic affairs?

A: Oh yes, very actively, especially my mother. My father, as a
physician, was very busy with his practice but he did a lot of work
with young pecple at the YMCA. Mother had been a social worker. In
fact they met at Pillshury Settlement House in Mimmeapolis when Dad
was an intern. They had established a boys club there and Mother was
the social worker in charge of all the girls.

Q: So what did you mother do in the way of civic affairs here in
Springfield that kind of rubbed off on you and got you interested in
these things?

A: It was sort of a dual. She was interested in girl scouts and
church work and in many of the cammnity activities. Her brother,

Fdwin, was the first head of the Commumity Chest, wluc:hlsmwumtad
Way.
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Q¢ After you returned fram college, what led into civic work?
Any particular thing? Did you join scme zation?

A: Even before coming back to Springfield, I had majored in
literature armd had traveled for six months in South America. Mills
was an international school and many of my friends were from there,
including my little sister who was from Guatemala. So that's where I
became interested in Internationals and then was given a fellowship to
teach English. So part of this class was to teach English but another
part to teach culture, American culture to the people who came here
from other countries.

Q: WwWhen you came back here and you were all finished with that, did
you join some organization that led you into this?

A: Oh yes, many. The Junior league, League of Wamen Voters and ANUW.
The Junior Ieague was probably the one that took most of my time armd
was of most interest,

Q: Where did you finally arrive at same part in the Junior league's
activities that lead to this cammission? Tell me the begimning of it.

A: VYes, this goes back thirty years, so it was wonderful to have the
memories fram the scrapbook. In about 1960 the Junior League started
their ILincoln Heritage Project. I don't know whether you realize the
state and the city used to argue about the Lincoln Home area and
Junior League was afraid the Lincoln home would be surrounded by
commercial buildings. In fact one motel had been built and they
thought that traffic should not be rumbling by the Lincoln home and
that something should be done. So the league worked with the city of
Springfield to close the street by giving the money to put planters at
each end of Eighth on Capitol and Jackson. So that was the Junior
League's beginning of the Lincoln project but it expanded and
snowballed after that. The historians in both the Department of
Conservation, Parks and Memorials, Dick Hagen, Jim Hickey at the
Historical Library and Clyde Walton who was the State Historian, all
sort of latched on to these volunteers who suddenly recognized how
important Lincoln was. The commmnity and world were willing to
contribute time and money to preserve our Lincoln Heritage.

Q: Well, where did you came into this? As part of a comittee?

A: As the League the Lincoln Heritage project grew, they expanded
into guides and costumes, etc. I was one of the guides. The State
Historian requested, "Would you please take these Internationals out
to New Salem and explain what you have been taught?" The historians
always had training courses for Lincoln Heritage guides.

Q: So that was the beginmning for you personally?

A: Yes, as the chairman of the Junior League International Visitors
Lincoln guides.

Q: So what was the progression from that point to the establishment
of a true city commission?
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A: The Association of Junior Ieagues was so interested in ocur Lingoln
project because it was so extensive that they sent a consultant .
The consultant locked into all the activities that we had because
had only about a hundred and thirty members and said you are doirng |so
many things with the guides and the costumes and the studies etc.,
plus the moving of the Corneau house.

Q: Now about what year was this?

A: 'This was in the 1960's, probably in 1960. To get back to the
Corneau house, the little house next to Lincoln's home was going to be
torn down or taken away because the State thought it was a fire
hazard., So the League bought it and moved it to the southwest cormer
of Eighth and Jackson. It hasn't always been in the location where it
is now. So that was another Lincoln project that took money and
volunteer time. ILater on then the house was moved back where it is
now, next to the Lincoln home. But the consultant said, "You're just
doing too much for one hundred and thirty young women," (because in
Junior League you become a sustainer when you're forty.) So all these
women had youns children at home or were working. She said, "Iet's
slow down and limit your activities." At the same time the State
Historian had said, "why don't you become the International Visitors
guides for the State of Illinois?" All of the internaticnal peoplq
come to Springfield to visit the state govermment in Springfield, rpt
in Chicago. And Kathy Bloom, the consultant, said, "It really
wouldn't be a good idea to expand. What you should do is to have
Lincoln tours only. You have the Lincoln Heritage project which
includes the Cormeau House, Lincoln costumes, the Lincoln tours to New
Salem, the Home and the Tomb." So the Ieague had to tell the
historian that they were limited to lLincoln Heritage tours but they
would be glad to help internationals in that way. He said, "well,
we'll just have to bring same other organizations in as guides then."

Several years the Institute on Intermational BEducation had been trying
to set up some sort of receiving group here for internmaticnal
visitors. Mrs. Clifton Utley, IIE chairperson in Chicago, had been

down and had no luck in getting local goverrments or

zations to say they would take responsibility for
internationals. So reception of internationals was very fragmented,
the state was doing some, the city same, and the League was starting
but no one really took responsibility in saying, “Yes, greeting
intermationals is what my particular organization should do." So Mrs.
Utley talked to us and we discovered that there was a natiocnal
organization called QOSERV which was National Council for Services to
International Visitors. So we wrote to them and said, "How do we get
started?" They sent a representative here who said, "Gather your
pecple together and have a workshop." The Junior league financed the
workshop. I think it cost something like six hundred dollars at the
time. So we gathered the different groupe together. The workshop was
in 2pril of 1961. So the time between 1960 when all of the League
Lincoln activity started and Jammary of 1961 when we decided to have a
workshop was the preliminary planning time before the concept of an
official mmicipal comission.
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Q: I had understood from other pecple that I've talked to, that
ard some others took some trips to Washington. Were you in that

group? :

A: This came later. 'Iherewasmestablishedgrmlpatthetimof
the workshop. We just had the various people, no funds for travel.

Q: Were you the chairman of the workshop?

A: T was the chairman of the workshop. It was an all-day workshop,
it was really all day from nine o'clock in the morning until three
o'clock in the afternocon and an evening New Salem reception. One
item was that the luncheon cost only three dollars so
things have considerably. But there were probably a dozen
organizations ch were the sponsors of the workshop.

Q: So that was the thing that really keyed the brovad effort.

A: It made the commmnity responsible, saying this is what is
happening, there are international visitors who are going to come
here, they have not been greeted and they don't know about the United
States and the gift that America has for their citizens. We have to
have samedane interpret that.

included the Junior League, the Association of Commerce and
Industry, ard the State of Illinois had the Department of Business and
Econcmic Development. And of course the Parks and Memorials of
Conservation, the State Historian, and the Historical Library. Then
we wanted to have same of the other organizations involved, so we
asked B'rith Sholom and Temple Israel and also the Diocesan Council of
Catholic Woamen. This comprehensive group got together for a workshop
vhich was very successful. They brought in pecple from i ’
D.C. and at this time Mayor Lester Collins was in of the city

. We had the head of COSERV who was Helen as one of
the speakers and Jerome Margolius who was the Committee on Ieaders and
Specialist of the American Council on BEducation was one of the
speakers.

After the workshop they asked us to have a coordinating meeting. At
that time we were reminded that the Junior League could contribute
Lincoln tours but they could not sponsor the whole coordination
because their consultant had said, "Stay with the Lincoln Heritage."
Sommiormaguebmcmgmlpﬂ:atwasres,?msjbleformeofﬂm
very interpretations. The coordinating meeting set up the
parameters of what should be done. Then the ma named me as the
coordinator for International Visitors to the city of Springfield to
try to get something started, which really entailed ruming to all the
goverrment offices saying, "You're responsible and what will you do?"
Maralee Lindley, who was the president of the Junior leaque at the
time, sgha;% a great deal of time dashing from office to office with me

Q: She had many nice things to say about you. It is clear that at
that point the two of you were co-cordinators.
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A: Well, she was really an inspiration and was so busy gathering d11
these Lincoln projects during her terure, it was really marvelous.
You asked about the conference. At that time we had absolutely no
coordination yet and we were just talking to people. But the
had written to say that they did have a conference in Washington. [So
my husband, Don, said, "You have to learn from Washington, I'1l take
ycu out there." So at his expense he drove me cut, stayed in a hotel
while I went to meetings at the State Department in the Meridian
House. And he sat up an the roof of the hotel in a swimming suit and
visited with peocple there while I gathered information.

Q: Sounds like he's a good organizer.

A: That's right, he was a good helper and my chauffeur to take me
there. Of course I had gone primarily to see how these other
whimhadalreadybmstartedevmbeforemSERVwasmorganm
had begqun ard how they were financed. That's Houston and San
Francisco and Chicago and places where they had cammmnity
organizations. I thought, "Well, they'll show us how to finance this
ard how to get started." So I went to each one of them and talked for
hours and hours. Every one of them said, "We have to be asking for
money all the time. We are like ancther United Fund. It takes most
of cur time to get the funds so we aren't able to help all the
international pecple." So at that time I determined that it wasn't
worth spending time raising money when we were so busy with the
foreign visitors themselves. So when I came back we asked the mayor
and Inez Hoffmann, who was the Springfield finance commissioner, ahout
establishing something for international visitors with the city.
Mayor Collins said, "We'll think about that." Governor Kerner was the
governor at the time, so we talked to him with the State Historian.
They said, "We're partly responsible but of course you won't be
helping Chicago and the other cities in the state so we think it's the
city's responsibility." It was the same thing they had done with the
Lincoln home. The State said, "It's the city's street there so we
won't spend any money to block the street." The city said, "well,
it's the State's Lincoln hame. The State owned the Lincoln home."
That's why Junior League came in to settle the matter by blocking the
street. So we gathered enocugh pecple together who said, "Yes, we'll
be partly responsible." Adolf Lubin said, "I will raise the money for
you." So he raised about a thousand dollars I believe from his
friaﬂssoﬂntmoaﬂdatleastwritemlettemmﬂpayforﬂre
stamps and stationery. Then we went back to the city again and had to
go to each one of the comissioners because at that time they all had
to vote to create an official city commission. The City Council
passed the ordinance which began the Comnission on International
Visitors of the City of Springfield, Illinois on September of 1962,

Q: That's when the camission started?

A: Yes. We have a copy of the original ordinance and then we also
have a copy of the official invitation for people who had been \
selected to serve on the Commission "reposing special trust and
confidence in the intelligence and diligence and discretion" of the
pecple who became the first members of the commission.
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Q: I see. Well,thatwasammwsstepbecausetlmthingshaqa
legal basis on which to move. So that's when the first full e
coamnission was appointed?

A: Yes, with fifteen members and at that time because we had no
pecple, my co-chairman had taught secretarial skills in school,
Phyllis . So she could help do office procedure. We developed
a careful division of duties necessary for an efficient operation.
There were fifteen members appointed by the mayor and each one was
given a specific task because one person couldn't possibly do it all.
So John Hardin wrote by-laws, an attorney at Sorling, Catron, and
Hardin. Harlington Wood, who is now Judge Harlington Wood, was in
charge of finance.

Q: You had a pretty good base of people.

A: Yes, we were having to go even to the city to ask them for
financal help because we didn't want to solicit funds anymore.

Q: You still didn't have any help?

A: No, we had a thousand dollarse in the bank for mailings.
Q: You didn't have an office?

A: No office, nothing, we worked out of our homes campletely.

Q: Now how long did it take to finally get some paid help for at
least one person paid for by the city?

A: We had quite a lot of steps to before we came to hiring a
secretary. We were still dealing with both the state and the city;
working with this one thousand dollars that we had. If I can find the
exact date when we were given funding I will call you. The ‘
even sent out questiomaires finding out how many state offices in:
Springfield had internmational visitors and we found out there werejat
least four hundred at that time that had absolutely no connection vLith
anyone trying to explain the United States, our customs, habits,
history and politics. So September 1llth, the City Council passed the
ordinance and then on September 12th, we had the first meeting of the
fifteen comuission members, each with a specific responsibility. City
Commissioner Inez Hoffmamn was one of our great helpers. Iewis
Henmwmtympresermativemthemissim. The
Board of c Development had Chairman Gene Graves, who was a
brightyun‘gmnmmdevelophﬁamim for Illinois. He sent
Clascerna Harvey as the state tour: representative. Jim Bollinger
of the ILeland Hotel was the commercial comnection and Louise Murphy
who was with ACT [Association of Commerce and Industry), the visitors
group. We had been warned that so many of the tourism commercial
groups were in conflict with the gracious hogpitality group. So we
wanted to include them and work together rather than having a divigion
there. Then Mrs. Robert Saner, (Jo Saner) was in charge of
volunteers. Mary Jane Masters was a representative of the
Distinguished Visitors. Governor Kerner had appointed Adlai Stevenson
III in Chicago and me in the state capital to greet any of the




FIRST BOARD OF DIRECTORS A
September, 1962

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL VISITORS.

Chairman Mrs. Donald R. Patton ' 546-3278
2113 Noble Avenue
' Co-chairman . Mrs. Donald V. Strong . - 527-1138
326 South Douglas Avenue
By-laws ' Mr. John Hgxdin 523-4535
~ Illinois, Building (office)
City Commissioner Ines Hoffmann S544-5731
Municipal Building (office)
County ' Lewis Herndon : 522-9695
Faultless Milliing Co, (office)
State Mrs. Clascenna Hervey . . 5285-7500
: Board of Economic Development (office)
Commercial Mr. James Bolinger . S4u-5431
Leland Hotel
ACI Visitors Miss Louise Murphv 527-7545
Council Publicity 325 East Adams : (office)
Finance Mr. Harlington Woods, Jr. : S4b-3419
Security Building
Volunteers . Mrs. Robert Saner 529-1170
26 Virginia Lane
State Distinguished: Mrs. Thomas Masters, Jr. 546-3624
Visitors Liason 1616 ~Willemore
Human Relations Dr, Joseph Albrecht 528-2573

First Methodist ChurcH

Community Education Mr. Clvde Walton ° 527~6611
Illinois State Historical Library

»

Secretary Mrs., Meyér Abramowitz . . S46-4373
‘ 2111 South Park

Survey - o Mrs. Edward L. Dickerson Suu-319y
1409 East Washington
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visitors to the state. Dr. Joseph Albrecht was in
chargeofl‘nmanrelatims Remember this was early 1960 so man
relations really hadn't developed as a national question. Clyde
Walton represented the historical library. And Mrs. Doris Abramowitz
as a secretary and Mrs. BEdward Dickerson who was going to do our

surveys.
Q: They were the original commission?
A: That was the original comission.

Q: What I'm trying to do here is to take that beginning and bring it
to the point where sameone finall; it the state and the city--
shared the cost of the first clerical person you had or was it just
thecityarﬂwhendidthathappmsothattheauniorleaguecmld
finally back away from it?

A: The Junior Ieague had backed away after the workshop. They said,
"This is the time that we can be only Lincoln guides." The consultant
had been very strict about that so that they wouldn't try to overdo.

Q: So when they backed away . . .

A: We had no furding except the donated thousand dollars.

Q: Then you ard a few others personally carried the ball?

A: Yes. '

Q: Between that point and the origin of the Commission itself?

A: Armd even at the begimnming of the Commission before we had a
secretary, all the calls would came to my house, to our telephone
mnbermﬂﬂmInmldmlaymssagesfmtlm’e I did talk to
Director Graves to see if we could have office space in the state and
he was very nice about that but at the same time it was a place where
we could help only the sponsored visitors kut none of the
non-sponsored visitors who also need a description of the United
States. So since that didn't work out we started working again with
the mayor. Elections had changed the city leadership by that time and
Nelson Howarth was the new mayor. Since this was not his idea, he
hadn't started it, hewasalittlebitreluctanttogiveusanymrey

Q: Did he finally help you?

A: Yes . . . (telephone rings)

Q: So I guess that the next step in the develcpment of this
commission and its whole program was for you to get help in taking
care of pecple as they came to town or people guiding them to these
different places and setting up hotels rocms and things like that. So
what can you tell us about the early days of that effort?

A: This was all done fram the home. Each person who was on the
Camission had a specific activity. We also went to the different
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clubs, Junior Ieague as we said did the Lincoln tours and the
historical backgrourd. The Ieague of Women Voters had a contact
person and if we asked for a dozen guides to take pecple to goverrment
offices, they waild take them to the state offices, county offices,
mmicipal offices and explain the United States and how ocur goverrment
works. One commission member greeted visitors at the airport and
provided transportation. Ancther member set up hame hospitality.
Still others plamned interviews.

¢ I guess you early found that many people came with a mumber one
thing in mind and many secondary things?

A: Yes, and we tried to to give them whatever they asked for, the
state department or whoever the sending agency was in Washington would
call and say, "These are the interests of this particular person."
They had an information sheet of bio-data of the guest that they send.
We then would interpret that and try to apply it to a Springfield
person. Spri:ngfieldissomllwehwmayofﬂmepaoplehemam
could always find scmecne who would be of interest or would be a
duplicate of the person. The AMW was very good aboaut doing public
educational tours. At that time State hadn't been started
but we did have Springfield College Illinois and also our public
schools which was very interesting to the visiting pecple. So each
organization had a different duty. The women at B'rith Sholom did the
commnity tours. If visitors wanted to go to the Municipal Opera or
to the Theatre Guild or just around Springfield on shopping tours,
then these women were the guides. We had someone designated to pick
up pecple at the airport or the train. We had trains at that time.
Each person had a specific job and the club would find the menmbers who
were willing to do the tour.

There was always training, we had anmual training programs for the
pecple who were interested in guiding so they Xnew how to establish
the relationship with the people and describe the United States.

At one time, and this was another little battle we had, scmeone in
Washington, D.C. felt that they should tell us exactly how to descrribe
our , that we should all go to their workshop and find out
how to talk about the United States. We found very early on that many
international people do not believe anyone who comes from the
goverrment. They have to be able to select their own representative
speakers. I had an experience about believing a guide which was vary
interesting when some pecple frum Africa came over amd at the time of
our racial struggles, about 1961 or 1962. They asked me, "Where do
you your Negroes?" and of course I was shocked at this. After
expl. to them we don't keep them any place because we have
Negroes as doctors and people who are in the professions and pecple in
the legislature. They said, "Well, we don't believe you, you're
white." So at that time we immediately went to the Frontiers
International, a primarily Black on, ard said, "We need to
have you explain what the United States is like to people who want to
know about our race relations." Then, of course, in several years the
whole United States was looking into this question. But it was very
easy in Springfield to find these special people who could describe
it. Even if they described the unpleasant side, the discrimination,













