Cliffie Smith Patterson's brother Sgt. E. H. Smith.
He served in World War I in France as a machine gunner.
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Preface

This manuscript is a product of a tape-recorded interview conducted by
Jean Hauffe for the Oral History Office in December, 1984. Jean Hauffe
transcribed and edited the transcript. Cliffie Smith Patterson reviewed
the transcript.

Cliffie Smith Patterson was born in LaClede County, Missouri, October 29,
1895. She had just celebrated her ninetieth birthday shortly before this
intexrview took place. Cliffie was the third generation of schoolteachers
in her family, her son and granddaughters followed in her footsteps,
making five generations of teachers, a fact she is very proud of. She
reminisces about her school days, bher teaching days, and her children's
education, and how things have changed over the years.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, corwersational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Cliffie Smith Patterson, Qctober 3, 1984,

Jean Hauffe, Interviewer.

Q: DNow, when were you born, Cliffie? Do you want to tell us that?
(laughs)

A: I was born October the 29th, 1895.

18957

And that school was taken in, that picture was taken in 1892.

<

That was a little before you were born then?

It certainly was.

Your dad was a school teacher?

For 13 years, then 13 years he ran for Recorder of LaClede County.
That was LaClede County, Missouri . . .

And was nominated [elected] and his health--is that recording there?

L r e e » e »

Yes. That's okay. That's what we want.

A: And his health wasn't too good, about the end of his term, so we
moved back to the farm. We were farmers to start and then we, as I say,
we moved to town, and his health wasn't very good and then we moved to
Colorado. We was in Colorado two years. But still his health still
wasn't very good, but then we came back to Lebanon. Tha's where we
lived, in lebanon. That's where my parents are buried. And before he
passed--he knew that his life was short and he wanted Blanche and I, my
sister and I, to go live with my grandmother, until--he knew he was going
to be gone--you know. And we had a sale--och, we had a sale before we
went to Colorado, after we moved to the country, back to the country.
AiCoxLin"L did I tell you that we four children were born there in LaClede
ty?

Q: What are your siblings' names here?

A: Well, we were all were born there in the house. I guess that was on
the place when Poppa bought it. They don't say Poppa anymore, either, do

they? (laughs)
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Q: No, they don't, do they?

A: Well, then he built another house on the same farm, and then it was
from there that we went to Lebanon.

Q: I see, and you had three brothers and sisters?
A: I had two brothers and one sister.

Q: Were they older or younger than you?

A: T was next to the youngest.

Q: Who was the oldest?

A: Edmund.

Q: VWhen was he born, about?

A: He was born in 1891.

Q: Who was next?

A: And my brother, Claude, was born in 1893.

Q: 18937

A: 1893. And Cliffie was born 1895, and Blanche was born 1897.
Q: Are they are still wandering around with us?
A: What?

Q: Are they all still alive, just like you?

A: TI'm the only one that's left. And my mother, her name was Cook. And
her grandmother's name was . . . what was their name . . .

Q: let's see, I have Warren, Mary Warren here. Here's the chart, can
you read the writing on there?

It was Margaret Mouser.

Oh, okay. We don't have it on this sheet then.
No. She was the mother of my grandfather,

Oh,

But it's Margaret Mouser.

e r L e ®

Mouser, okay.
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A: M-0-U-S-E-R, I finally get it.
Q: Yes, it comes back when you work on it,

A: Margaret Mouser, and they said that she married my grandfather's
father, ard she had a brogue when she talked, she never got rid of it.

Q: She must have been Irish?

A: She's German!

Q: Gh, okay.

A: And on my mother's side, oh, let's see, on my mother's side, her
people came from England. And there is a lady in Massachusetts that is
writing a book. She belongs to that Cook strain and she's writing a book
relative to our Cooks ard she's been over to England, I think about three
times looking up material. I'm expecting to get that book pretty soon.

Q: Yes, that would be nice. Did your mother die when you were young?
You didn't say much about her,

A: Oh, yes.

Q: I missed that.

A: I was just six.

Q: Oh, my heavens.

A: Oh, yes.

Q: What did she die of? She was so young.

A: At that time they didn't have the doctors like they have today. And
the way I've heard it, they talked like it was quick consumption. They
don't call it consumption anymore, they call it TB.

Q: I've heard the quick consumption term.

A: Well, I remember my mother, we had two homes there in lLebanon. At
the first home, it was out at the edge, pretty close to the edge of town
ardl we had a small acreage and they had fruit on it. I remember, although
we were small, I remember my mother going out and picking berries and

i and when she came home, she sat in the, well, a doorway between
the kitchen and--well it wasn't a screened-in porch, but it was filled
in. Like a little room. She was so tired, she sat down there ard that
was the be ing of her sickness., And I well remember we had a colored
murse for my mother--Mrs. Miller--and anyway when my mother passed away
then, she passed away December 31, 1903, It was December, well, I guess
I was about seven. Well, anyway, Poppa bought a place up closer to,
nearer the business part of the town. i.
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He was County Clerk at this time?
Oh, no.

Not at this time?

He was Recorder of Deeds.

e rT Lo e

Recorder of Deeds at this time?

A: Yes. I remember we were still on the farm, he had a man, it was a
young man that did the farm work, and had a lot of peach seeds and he
told that guy to go out ard plant them and he dug a hole and planted all
of them in one hole. (laughs)

Did your father make him replant them?

That's all I remember about it.

Okay.

That's all I remember about, but wasn't that something?

He planted them all in one place?

e x e L

He just went out there and dug a hole and put the whole outfit in
there

Q: He wasn't about to work too hard. How long was your father Recorder
of Deeds of LaClede County?

A: Just four years.
Q: Just the one term.

A: Just the--that's when his health wasn't very good. He was only 43
when he passed away.

Q: I know he was young. What year was it, do you recall, that you went
to Colorado? Would this have been after your mother died?

A: Oh, yes. We had a step~mother then. We hardly ever mentioned her.
(laughs)

Q: I don't mention mine, either. (laughs)

A: Seems like she's not in the family., But, see, before Poppa died, he

wanted Blanche and I to be down there with hJ.s mother See, our mother
was gone,

Q: Now was his mother still in LaClede County or where was she?

A: Oh, we was all in LaClede County. That was the only place. But riow
talk:Lng about my grandfather Cook, didn't you wonder the other day if he
was married?
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Q: Yes.

A: He was only 27 when he went out there, and he got married when he
came home.

Q: Ch, I see.
A: What else you want me to tell you?

Q: Well, I was kind of wondering--what kind of pets did you have whep
you were on the farm? Did you have cats and dogs? :

A: And do you know when my father was teaching school, my mother would
put on her coat and whatever she had on her head--a scarf--and go out and
milk the cows.

Q: She did?

A: She did.

Q: Did you ever milk cows when you were young?

A: Oh, yes., We had cows and horses and I remember when we went to
Lebanon my dad bought a surrey.

Q: Well, that was fancy, wasn't it?

It was fancy. I think it had fringe around on top.
Just like the movie?

And, let's see, it was a one horse affair.,

What was the horse's name? Do you remember?
Charlie, I think. (laughter)

e r o e X

Did you start to school in the country or did you go to school in
Lebanon?

A: Went to school at Lebanon. And my second grade teacher there at
Lebanon~--she took mine and Blanche's pictures near where we all went to
the bathroom--well, we didn't have no bathroom then. We had a little
bullging on the outside where the boys had their building and we had our
building.

Q: Yes, they still had that when I was in school.
A: And, T think they got their water out of a pump.
Q: Wouldn't be surprised.
Anyway, my second grade teacher, she took mine and Blarche's pictures

and at that time, when people had a Christmas tree, it was always at t(he
church,

t




Log schoolhouse where Cliffie Smith Patterson's father taught
in LaClede County, Missouri ca. 1890. Mr. Smith is standing
in the doorway.

Cliffie Smith Patterson and her sister Blanche ca. 1901
when Cliffie was in the second grade.
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L

That was the only place that had a Christmas tree?

Well, I think so. (laughter) That's all I remember.

You didn't have one at home?

But anyway there at the Christian Church there at Lebanon, my second

grade teacher put that picture on the tree for me.

Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Well, that was nice.

I'1l show it to you after a while.

Okay.

I have the original picture that she took. Well, what else will I

tell you?

Q:

Well, what was the school like? Was it a big school, was it a one-room

school?

A:

> e r e r e e r e r e e

Oh, in Lebanon?

Yes.

Oh no, it had upstairs and downstairs and all.
Oh, separate classes?

I think it was the Vick School.

Oh, that was just really modern.

Ch, yes.

And up-to-date here.

And at that time people had the outdoor toilets.
Yes, that's not all that far way. 1 remember those.
You can remember that?

Yes, afraid so. Okay.

Well, now, what else?

You stayed in . . .

We was in Colorado two years just for Poppa's health and then we game

back to Lebanon,

Q:

Lebanon?

And you went to school there? Did you go to high school there in
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A: All the high school that I had I got in college. And listen, at that
time, they had high school work in the grade schools. We had algebra and

everything,
Q: Did you go to grade school eight years or did you go longer?
A: . . . and, I had an uncle that was a teacher, and before we had to

take our teacher 8 examination, and before we took that teacher's
examination, Uncle Frank would have us to come over--my cousin and I--
becanse we wanted to take the examination, he wanted to train us. And we
went to Lebanon--and now remember, Poppa and Momma was gone.
Q: Yes.
A: We went to Lebanon, and believe it or not, we went in a wagon.
Q: Oh, yes.
A: Uncle Joe took Lela and T up there and we took the teacher's examination
and then if you'd pass the teacher's examination you could teach school.
You'd get a teacher's certificate.

Now had you been to college yet, or you just . . .

Q

A: T went to college after that.

Q: Oh, okay. Just out of your grade school?
A

: Southwest, well, it's called Southwest Teacher's College now, but at
that time they called it Teacher's Normal, but they've changed it to
Southwest Missouri now.

Q: Is this in Lebanon?

A: All right, I taught one year . . . just one year. My sister taught
two. And then I stayed with my great-grandfather and grandmother . . .
just before I got married. Got married after I went down there to stay
with them,

Now where were they?

They was at Redtop, Missouri.

Now is that in Dallas County?

That was Dallas. You knew about that too, don't you? (laughs)

I looked in the atlas to see where these counties were.

Oh, yes. Well then when Herve and I got married . . .

T e XL r o

Now did you meet him at college? Where did you meet him?
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A: I went to college before I got married.
Q: I know, but did you meet him, meet Herve at college?

A: I met him there at my great-grandfather's and my great-grandmother 's
home. Well, it was not their home, it was my aunt by mariage, her sister
is the one that got us together, All right, then his first work--after
we got married--he was the conductor on a streetcar.

Q: In Redtop?

A: No, no, no, in Springfield.

Q: Oh, okay.

A: And because his brothers was out here all farming around Mt. Pulaski,

you know, Herve didn't like that, when he was raised up in the country,
being a streetcar motorman., All right then, then we came out here.

Q: What year would that have been?

A; All right, then, we came out here, as I said, let me see--I have to

think a minute. But he was on the streetcar, he worked for the traction
company, and as I said we came out here. And he came on a freight train
carrying our ., . . I think we had two cows and some horses,

Q: What were the cows' names? Do you remember?
A:; Oh, heavens, no. I don't remember that. But anyway, Steve Patterson,

Hexrve's brother, got us a place out here, out be Mt. Pulaski there, and
we were there five years on that place.

Q: Who owned the place?

A: And the man that had bought the place, he was renting and he owed
money but he bought that place. All right, after we were there five
years his sister lost their farm over by Elkhart., Well, anyway, Herve
wanted to come out here on account of the other boys being out here.

Well, then a man called us up that had a farm for rent. And he's the guy
that everybody hated. (laughter)

Mercy.

Well, anyway, he said he saw--we even had our sale bills printed,

You were all ready to quit farming then?

We didn't want to.

e r e r Lo

But you didn't have a choice, looked like.

A: But the man that place, his sister and her husband had lost their
place, and he cried when he told us that he would have to let hJ.s sis r
have it because he said, ''She had money when I didn't have money.’ 1
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right, this other man up there, between Mt. Pulaski and Latham, he called
us and he said he had a place, so we went over there and we was over
there five years, every year we was looking for another place.

Q: You didn't like him either?

A: We didn't like him. All right, there was a man called Leimbach that
had a farm up close to Latham. And he lived on it but the farm that he
wanted us to take was closer to Mt. Pulaski than it was to Latham. But
the kids first had to start to school in Latham because they had us in
that district. Wasn't that awful.

Q: That's always an aggravation,

A: But anyway, we got over that because Mr. Lukenbill, you've heard of
him, haven't you?

Q: Oh, I remember Mr. Lukenbill.

A: Oh, yes, he used to visit all the schools. Well, let's see--how was
that now--oh, he said he'd let us be in the district of Mt. Pulaski
because we were the only ones around there that was so interested in
their kids.

Q: So they didn't have to go to Latham?

A: And he said this, "Don't ask me,” in his last term because he was
going to have to be re-elected, says, "because 1'll have to go
electioneering again." (laughter) And we didn't ask him, just one year
we had to pay. And now Mt. Pulaski or Latham, the Latham district that
we was in when they had to go to school there, it was put in Mt. Pula’Fki
so our kids had to go to Mt., Pulaski to high school. ;.
Q: They do change the districts.

A: That was terrible. And we was closer to Mt. Pulaski. And, anyway,
we got this Mr. Leimbach--yes, Leimbach--wanted us to take one of his
farms and it was closer to Mt. Pulaski than it was to Latham and we were
there 32 years.

Q: Well, that's where I remember you living, isn't . . .

A: Anxd we had no contract . . . and wasn't that something? And we never
had to move.

Q: That was something to stay on a farm for 32 years.
A: Thirty-two years. And the two grandsons inherited that farm and . .

Q: The Leimbach grandsons?
A: Leimbach's grandsons. And they had been over here to visit us.
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Q: Over here, to this place?

A: Over here, at this place, and now their husbands--the Leimbach
grandsons, they both died~-and both of their women have been over here to
see us.

Q: They must have really liked you.

A: Well, ard then when Herve--his funeral was in Mt. Pulaski, or in
Lincoln--one of them was sick before he passed away, but they come to
that funeral.

Q: 1I'll declare. While you were on Leimbach's farm, would that have
been during the depression? In the thirties, 1930s?

A: Well, sure, it was long about that time, wasn't it?

Q: Yes, things got really bad. What did you get for crops back then . .

A: Yes, we know all about that depression.

Q: Yes. What was the lowest price you ever got for corn during the
depression? Can you remember that?

A: Oh, I don't know what it was . . . now that's terrible that I can't
think . . Kenneth would .

Q: That's a long time ago to ask a question like that.

A: As I say, we were there 32 years, and we never had to have a contract
and we didn't have to mwe.

Did you farm on halves or what . . .
Yes.

Or how did it work? It wasn't . ..
We farmed on halves.

Now they do cash rent.

> e xR

Yes. And now I believe--I forget--we had a small acreage in a pasture,
and I believe at that time all we had to pay was ten dollars on whole
amount .,

Q: Did you keep livestock in that or . . .

A: Yes. And we had a little building down there that the cows could go
in, you know.

Q: Were they milk cows or beef cows?














































































































































































































































