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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conductal by 
John Buccari for the O r a l  History Office on October 28, 1972. 

Angeline Palazzolo w s  born July 12, 1921 in  Springfield, I l l inois .  Her 
parents h i g r a t e d  to  the United States fran Campobello di Mama, Sicily In 
1911. They settled in Auburn, I l l inois.  Mrs. Palazzolo ms employed at 
the International Shoe Factory in Springfield. 

Readers of the oral history m i r  should bear in m h l  that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the i n t e r v i m r ,  narrator ard 
editor sought t o  preserve the in£ormal, convexsational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sanganon State University is  not 
responsible for the factual =curacy of the m i r ,  nor for view 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted ard cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by an means, electronic or nrxhanical , 
without pedss ion in writing from 3: e Oral History Office, Sangamn 
State University, Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 



Angeline Palazmlo, ktober 28, 1972, Springfield, I l l b i s .  

John Buccar i , Intervievier. 

Q: Now, Mrs. Palazmlo, on this interview m 'd like to fhd  out where 
youx family originally came fran, in Italy. 

A: & mother and father originally came from Campobello d i  Mazara, 
Sicily. 

Q: And about xhat yeas did they care here to the United States? 

A: In 1911. 

Q: lhat w s  the reason? Did they ever tell you the reasons t&y they 
w e d  to  the h i t e d  States? 

Q: It m s ,  the s t reets  e r e  w e d  w i t h  gold, was that it? 

Q: bw did your father cane here first and send mney back? 

A: No, they both care together. 

Q: lSnd do yau remanber if they had a brother wer here? 

A: My mther had a brother here and he - in A u k .  That s where they 
first larded. 

Q: Auburn, Illinois is a big place. (lau&ter) So o m e  they w e d  to 
Auburn, your father w s  employed in which way? 

A s  a coal miner. 

And your mther as a housewife? 

She m s  just a housewife. She nwer did wrk .  

Did they learn bglish while they e r e  a t  Auburn? 

'Ihey hied. 

Did ywur mother learn English? 

Very, very well. 

lbt ws her daily life then, i f  she w s  a t  h? 



A: She was just a normal housewife. She did a l l  the mshing , ironing, 
and the cooking. 

Q: I imagine it was a hard l i fe .  

A: Frm the way she talks it wis. 

Q: Was it a predaninately Italian neighborhood? 

A: In A u k ,  I don't how whether it w or not. I really don't ~ Q W .  

Q: Did you m e  to Springfield when you becm married? Did your family, 
when ycru e r e  a s m a l l  g i r l ,  m e  to  Springfield? 

A: Oh no, they w e d  to Springfield after about a year that they viere in 
AuIwm. They w e d  t o  Springfield. And they wed- - I  believe a t  the 
time &re w s  quite a few Italians where they did m e .  Of course they 
=re a l l  coal miners. And they a l l  understood each other. 

Q: It seemed to be a necessity for many Italians, I find, to live together 
because they couldn't speak Qlish. There was security in the numbers 
of them. They m l d  feel uuch safer, I should say, so that they wewe 
mre relaxed with their om people. I4-m they mnted to Sgrhg£ield, was 
your father still a coal miner? 

A: Yes, he MXS alwys a coal miner. 

Q: What E r e  som of the stores? Do you rerrrember the fanily stores that 
used to do business? 

A: Yes. Then they moved on Washington Street. There v m  a store right 
a t  the corner--she didn't even have to cross the street--by the narne of 
Vespa's k rke t .  

Q: Was that downtom Washington? 

A: Fifteenth and kshington. 

Q: Do you remember any of the other stores that tnight have been used 
s d t ?  

A: b k l l ,  downtown there was one she used to go to by the name of Dicenso's. 

Q: Oh, yes. 

A: k11, she was also Italian, and she could go in  there and buy whatever 
she w t e d  . They had fish,  noore or less Italian food. 

Q: I laow Dicenso ' s ard Vespa ' s vies a large area of t?xt neighborhood. 
Many of the Italians m l d  mue i n  there. There ws also the Italian- 
American store on Sixth Street. 

A: She w l d  occasionally go there. They could understad her. 

Q: Wat about the churches? Was there ever a church here for the Italians? 



A: W , Ixlt they said they e r e  going to  build one, which they never did. 

Q: b you rerraember the name of what that ms supposed ta have been? 

A: No. 

Q: What m s  the story about the church they wewe supposed to  build? Did 
they came araund the I tal ians and . . . 
A: Yes. They muld cane asking for a donation rhich, of course, s m  of 
them donated to. But the church ms never hilt. 

Q: I know it rmst hme been hard on s m  of the I ta l ian mma who couldn't 
speak English. 

A: That's right. They could never go t o  confession or anything. They 
didn't  even care to  go to  mss, being that they didn't understand it. 

Q: It m s  a sad situation. 

A: 'I2ley just didn' t  go. 

Q: D i d  they ever bring any I ta l ian priests in during any of the holidays? 

A: Not to my knowledge. 

Q: Do you remember any stories about the discrimination against Italians 
at sat ire? 

A: To my howledge, there never was any discrimination. In fact, when I 
v m  hired, they called in six girls. I ws the only Italian, ard being 
that I was Italian, I got hired. 

Q: Wlzere m this? 

A: A t  the International Shoe Factory. 

Q: They th0ugb.t the Italians =re better w i t h  their hands? 

A: Better mrkexs ard hard mrkers. 

Q: They stayed on the job longer. So then this is just the opposite. 
mere was not a l o t  of discrimination. 

A: Not to my knowledge. I could never see it i f  there m s .  

Q: %en your mther writ into seamtress mrk ,  did she take in  m r k  Erm 
other ladies, or m s  it just for the family? 

A: No, just for the family. She was a semstress in I ta ly ,  lmt here in 
America she never did it. She used to sew for me and for her family, 
that's all. 

Q: I was mdewing i f  you ramtibered the cmpany your fkther w s  a niner 
for. 
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A: A t  the Mine B Coal Cmnpany. 

Q: Ws that a Peabody Mine canpany, do you. ranember? 

A: No, I don't. All I b o w  is it wis Mine B. 

Q: The reason I getting to  this is  I know a t  that t h ~  t r e  w s  
SOUE union trouble here in town, a d  I mndered i f  your father rrrlght have 
been in any trouble because of the union? 

A: No, he never ws in any trouble. He never really was in any trauble 
that I knaw of. In fact ,  I muld have Emom i f  there ever had been. A t  
first, he belonged t=o the Progressive, ard then he ended up with the 
W t e d  Mine Workers. 

Q: Jle w s  just the other m y  around. 1 just b e  another questim here, 
about the mies .  Do you remsnber any mies being brought: in for the 
Italians, such as films that e r e  in Italian? 

A: No, not in my time. There may have been earlier, I really don't 
h o w .  Inever  saw any. 

Q: I find that many of the Italians didn't have rruch recreation here in 
tom. 

A: No, not that I can r&r. bk mre or less stuck around the relations 
and that w3s it. 

Q: It just seems to  be that the Italians used to  congregate w i t h  the 
family, or they'd make Italian friends, a d  they'd have intemmriage . 
There doesn't Sean to  be tmch else because tJhat = ' re  interested in in 
this interview is just a daily life of the people, how it might have 
differed in sane my frm other nationalities in S ringfield, such as the 
Jewish or the G e m .  But the Italians s e d  to  e not been completely 
isolated, m l d  you agree t o  that? 

K, 

A: Yes, I wxld.  

Q: U s  there any great difference? 

A: Because the children-like for instance, l ike  w wnt to the regular 
schools and w just mingled with the rest of the people . . . 
Q: k t  m ask you this. Did yrm leam Italian f i r s t  or h g l i s h  f i r s t ?  

A: I learned I tal ian first. I WGS raised d e r  it, of course. My 
lllothe~ and father talked Italian. 

Q: You didn't have any problem w i t h  your studies at scbo l?  

A: No, no, it just came natural. 

Q: Thank you very much. 

End of Tape 


