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Edwin Olive, Taylorville, Illinois, July 16, 1986,

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

Finally we ended up out in Kincaid and I went to school out there.
Yes. How long have you lived in Kincaid then?
We lived there a long time.

So you mowved there when you were fairly young?

e » e »

Yes, went to school out there.

Q: Yes. Then quit when you were about fifteen, worked in the silk
factory .

A: Yes, I got a job in the silk factory and then I got a job as a coal
miner,

Q: At Number Seven.

A: 1 stayed in the coal mine until 1952.
Q: Okay.

A: June of 1952.

Q: Now, you said you were picking rock at first. Is that a dirt gang?
Is that what it's called?

A: No. Adirt gang is down below.

Q: Okay.

A: This is on top, rock picking.

Q: I see. So was picking rock considered a beginner's job?
A:

Yes, I guess you could call it that. They hired these young guys for
rock pJ.ckers because they could get up and walk on that coal where the
older ones couldn't. But the older ones could stand along the side,
lmow, and Jjust reach out. They had the conveyors urder the floor. There
was a hose in there and you'd throw that rock in there and that comweyor
would drag it over. It would finally end up in the car, they'd take it
out somewhere and dump it.
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So was that the lowest paying job in the mine?

Yes.

Then you went below, and what did you do down below?
Well, that's (laughs) that's where the dirt gang come in,

e r L L

All right, you were in the dirt gang.

A: Yes, the recovery gang. After they work a territory out, they serd a
crew in there. They start in what they call the face. All of the material
that's in there, they bring all of that out, they clean it up. They get
that whole territory clean and then they seal it off, shut the air off of
it. It's done and they just go on to another one.

Q: I see.

A: Then you go from this recovery gang or dirt gang, whatever it is, to
whatever they want to give you. You finally end up with something steady.
I ended up on the drill, I was driller for years.

Q: How'd you get that job?

A: Just felt sorry for me I guess.

Q: Who did?

A: The superintendent. The Progressive trouble started between the
Progressive Miners and the United Mine Workers in there somewhere., Where
the hell was I at? I think I was at Fifty-eight vhen that started.
Everything along the midland shut down, all the other mines. Picket them
and they wouldn't work. So they finally started up, tried to start
Number Nine. In between time, Peabody had hired some, I guess you call
them strike breakers or thugs or something, I don't know. They was in
town.

Q: Where were they from?

Their home was Kankakee and they were called the Vickery brothers.
How many of them were there?

Three,

Three brothers.

My sister got acquainted with one of them, Bonnie. They got married.

Your sister's name was Bonnie?

e r Lo r o r

No, my sister's name was Margaret.
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Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:

The guy she married, his name was Bonnie.
Okay. Now, was that his first name, Bonnie?
Yes.

Bonnie Vickery?

Yes.

Q: All right, so they wound up getting married. Was he kind of a tough
character then?

A: Yes. There was three brothers and they was guards for the Peabody
officials and all that, I don't know. I was living with them then.

Q: Yes.
A: So that's the reason I had to go to work.
Q: I see. So you went to work at Number Nine then.

A: Yes, Kvery morning go down the Langley road and the pickets would be
lined up along the road, but there would be no trouble.

Q: They lined up along the Langleyville Road?
A: Yes.
Q: For how far?

A: Oh, they just made a little bunch here and a little bunch there, just
so there was some pickets out there. Trying to keep these guys from

going to work.

Q: Now, describe this to me. Langleyville Road is about two and a half
miles from Cheney Street to Langleyville. Is that where they were lined
up, along that road?

A: Yes.

Q: The whole two and a half miles?

A: Well, no. Maybe there would be a hundred in the two miles, maybe
there wouldn't be that many.

Q: Just staggered out at different intervals?

A: Yes, staggered out. Maybe they'd be parked in a car along. Just so
they had somebody out there so they could say there was pickets out.
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Q: I see. Okay.

A: So you can go on through or you can do whatever you wanted to. So
Peabody would get you inside the gate out there, they didn't give a shit
whether you done anything or not. So I was riding with the superintendent's
boy, Lloyd Starks.

Q: Okay.

A: He'd come by, pick me up in the morning and we'd go to work. If his
dad slept in, Lloyd slept in. (chuckles)

Q: So then you didn't go to work?

A: Yes, we'd get out there sometime.

Q: Just a little later.

A: Yes. It didn't make any difference to me. Hell, I got paid from
starting time on to quiting time. But Peabody wanted to get them inside
the fence so they could say there was so many working,

Q: Now, were you working when you went inside the fence?

A: Yes. When you went through that gate that's when your time started.
Q: So then the mine would be in operation?

A: Yes. They might just be hoisting empty cars up and down that goddamn
hole.

Q

Oh, really?
Them pickets would hear them cars clicking and (laughs) . . .
And they'd think you were working.
. . they'd think you were dumping coal.
And you weren't really then?
Hell, no. Might've been empty cars they was dumping.
How long did you do that?
I don't know.
I mean dumping empty cars and stuff.
Until they got enough to come back to work where they could . . .

e L0 e L Lo ¥

I'1l be darned. How long was that?
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A: I don't know.
Q: Well, that's a pretty neat trick.
A: Yes. Then they got enough to kind of operate Number Nine and they
decided to open up Fifty-eight. So when they opened Fifty-eight, I went
back to Fifty-eight. That's where I stayed.

Okay. How long had you worked at Nine then?

Oh, I don't know, maybe a month or so or something, I don't know.

Q
A
Q: Do you remember what month, was it in 1932 or 19337
A: I don't know.

Q:

The mine trouble started, the Progressives really got started in
about August of 1932.

A: They were just beginning when I went to Number Nine. They were just
opening up the first mine.

Q: Why did they open up Number Nine first, why not another one?

A: I don't know unless they figured it was sitting out there all by
itself.

Q: Easier to protect?

A: Yes, where they couldn't get a bunch around hiding behind houses and
trees and everything., See, that was all open country out there, that's
what I figured. I don't lknow.

Q: Yes, that's out by Langleyville.

A: Yes, That's from Cheney Street clear out to Langley.

Q: Langleyville was mostly Progressive.

A: No, they was United Mine Workers all the time. But that's when they
was starting up again.

Q: Yes, but I mean the people who lived in Langleyville.

A: Yes, there was a lot of them and then there was some of them that
went to work. Then they would fight amongst theirselves. If some of the
Progressives would've caught me uptown when I was up there and had no
business, they'd beat hell out of me.

Q: Did they ever catch you?
A: No, they never did catch me., Some of us young guys, we just stayed

together We wouldn't go around where we knew we would be in trouble and
just let it go at that. So I never did have any trouble, and they never
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did have too much trouble here in town. They had the soldiers in here
where they kept a lot of that trouble down. These other places arourd,
well, it was a helluwa lot worse. But the soldiers, they was rumming

everyth:.ng

Q: Now, how did you feel about going to work? You said your uncle
Bonnie Vickery--was that his name?

A:; Yes, brother-in-law.

Q: Brother-in-law . . .

A: I was living with him,

Q: . . . did he put a little pressure on you to go back to work?
A

: No, he never said nothing, but how would you feel if you never had
nothing coming in, living off of them and you had a chance to go to work?

Yes.
So, T went to work.

Were many of your friends Progressives?

Yes.

They became Progressives?

e r Lo =R

Yes. When we'd meet each other, we'd talk to each other. With some
of them, you couldn't talk to them, they was Progressive a hundred percent.
So I don't know.

Q: Yes. That's interesting. Tell me more.

A: Oh, hell, I don't know, I don't know much more. Three or four of us
would get together and I'd drive over to Tovey. The soldiers would stop
us going and stop us coming, wanting to know where in the hell we was
going, what we was doing and this and that and everything. When we went
ovegr there, we would always go over there and buy a gallon or two of dago
red wine,

Q: Really?
A: You could get it for a dollar a gallon over there.
Q: Where did you buy that at?

A: Over at Tovey, some of them houses over there. If you knew the right
house, you could get it. Whiskey and .

Q: Do you know who sold it?
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Yes.
Who was it?
I'd prefer not to go into that.

Okay, just some of the Italians in there?

e r e F

: Oh, yes. They're still at it, some of them out there. There used to
be a big still out north of Tovey, out there in the country. They even
took some cables, got them from Number Eight I guess, what they used to
use on the hoist hoisting coal.

Q: Yes.

A: The cables are about that big around. A bunch of them out there in
Tovey, them Italians, they got together and they got a couple of them
cables., They stretched them across the creek out there and built a
bridge where they could walk across. They had this still over here in
the timber. They used to go down there and cook their whiskey, carry it
back across this bridge and bring it into Tovey. They used to haul it as
far as Chicago, big truckloads at a time.

Q: Were they making big money off that?

A: Well, I don't know. I imagine maybe they could get twenty-five cents
a pint out of it back in them days, maybe more. I don't know. But
that's the way they made a living.

Q: Did anyone become rich off bootlegging?

A:  Some of them never had to worry about anything, they had it made.
They never worked after they went out of business.

Q: Were there any connections between the bootleggers and organized
crime?

A: Wasn't too much crime around there.
Q: Yes. Never heard of the mafia in this area or anything?

A: No. Just the ones out at Tovey that had still, they never bothered
nobody. They'd haul it into Chicago, they had a big truck.

Q: I see.

A: A Chevrolet they drove around here.

Q: All right, let me ask you a couple of things about the mine again.
Which mine was considered to be the best one to work at in this area, in
the Peabody mine?

A: T don't know because that would be everybody's own opinion.




Edwin Olive 8

Q: Yes. Was there one mine that worked more than others?

A: No, they worked about the same. There for a long time we'd get two
days, once in awhile we'd get three days a week.

Q: Did they all share the same contracts then, the Peabody mines?

A: Yes, everything was the same.

Q: Okay.

A: What they paid this mine was the same thing as the other mines. I
don't know, three-fifty a day, three and a quarter a day. They kept
going up about twenty-five cents, and now it's up to what, a hundred
dollars a day?

Q: Yes. Do you think it's worth that?

A: No.

Q: No?

A: To be honest about it, no. There's too many other people suffering
for it.

Q: Who suffers for it?

A: These old people that's on a pension and they just get so much a
month, These other guys are making a hundred dollars a day, they live
like kings and these poor old people, they get nothing. They say I'm
crazy. Well, I'll admit that part of it, but I say these coal miners
today would be better off to take a little less on the day and more on
their pensions. When they retire they're lucky to get $25 a day. But
still they're going to pay the same price for a loaf of bread as the guy
that's making a hundred dollars a day.

Yes,

So that's going to hurt the old ones.

Yes. Do a lot of the older miners feel that way?

Yes.

Who do you blame for that?

The miners.

For letting it get out of hand?

Yes. I'd say your unions is going to be something of the past.

e r Lo L0 o >R

Why is that?
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A: Because the companies is going to take over. You know, back years
ago, the union didn't amount to a helluva lot. The company had the say
so. Now, for a long time, the unions, they had the say so, big wages and
all that and everything. You look at it and it's going back to the
companies.

Q: Is that going to be good or bad?

A: In a way it'd be good. I don't know, but I think that these wages
are going to have to be cut somewhere. They're getting too damn high.
Don't you agree with me?

Q: 0Oh, sure. Yes,

A: A hundred dollars a day now. All right, I don't know how many that
the coal mine pays a hundred dollars. But you think, figure it out, how
much they're going to have to charge for a ton of coal to pay all of them
miners, Used to, I could buy my coal at three dollars a ton.

Q: Yes. let's stop here for just a minute. (tape turned off momentarily)
You've got a paycheck you're showing me here from Bill Hardy for twenty
cents. It's from Peabody Coal Company. How did you come about getting
that? 1937 it says.

A: I was in the recovery gang at the time. I had a string of cars that
just had posts on the side of them where they laid the rails and everything
to move them, take them from one part of the mine to the other. We was
working out in the west end and they decided they wanted them cars and
things brought to the bottom that evening. They wanted us to stay in and
bring them out after the man trip. See, at quitting time, you've got to
have maybe a half a dozen cars for the miners to get in and they'd give
them a ride to the bottom. All right, they wanted us to stay back here

and bring them cars to the bottom after the man trip., So, that put us on
our own time. When you got in that man trip, your time stopped. (laughs)

Q: I see.

A: So, we brought them and we had to switch them around on the bottom.

I figured that I had some time coming. So I went to what they called the
pit committeeman, asked him about it, 'Yes, yes. We'll take the case

up." So all right, we took the case up. We argued back and forth (laughs),
finally we come to an agreement. When they got through figuring, that's
what I got out of it, twenty cents.

Q: Is that how much you figured you deserved or more?

A: Hell, no. I had maybe an hour or more coming but I got twenty cents.
So I took it and I've still got the check. It's a wonder that they
didn't call that in, I think it wasn't big enough, I don't know. Old
Chuck Gallager and William Hardy, both of them are gone now.

Q: Did you feel like the pit committeeman did a good job of representing
you?
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A: Hell no. He was for the company.
Q: Why is that?

A: Well, him and old Bill Hardy was good buddies. He was a buddy with
old Bill Hardy before he got the job.

Q: How did he get the job as pit cammitteeman then?

A: There was enough miners that was afraid to say anything against old
Hardy that they went ahead and voted for, his name was Fuzz Curry I
tl‘linr]k.

Q: Did Hardy put pressure on the miners to vote for . . .

A: Yes, BHell yes. They was running it.

Q: Yes. How did he put pressure on the miners, what did he do?

A: He gave them a talking to. Catch him by himself and talk to him a
little bit, or have one of his right hand men go and talk to him, talk
him into voting for this one or voting for that one. 1I'll do this for
you and you do do that for me.

Were the votes secret or were they out in the open?

Yes.

How did you vote?

e e

We went up to the miners hall. If the mine was working that day, you
went after work and dropped it in the box.

Q: Could anybody see who you were voting for?

A: Yes, if they'd stand close to you they could or unless you get back
over by yourself.

Q: Hardy, he wouldn't be able to see how a person voted though, would
he?

A: No. But he had a good idea.

Q: Yes. What would've happened if the guy he wanted would've lost?

A: He'd just have to go along with it. That's just like elections
today. There always has to be one elected and the other one, he just has
to take whatever he can get, so I don't know.

Q: 1 see.

A: So I don't know, but times change. They're going back like they used
to be. Yes, I argued and raised hell with old Bill Hardy, argued with

him and everything else, but he still came back and offered me a job
bossing one time.
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Q: He did? What year was that?

A: Idon't know. I was on drill, I don't know, but he called me in the
office one time and said, 'Hey, I've got a proposition for you." (laughs)
I said, "What is it?" He said, "I want you to go bossing for me." I
said, "No way. The first thing that I do when I go to bossing, I'm
done," said, "'you're going to kick me right back over that fernce and I'm
done Iwonthavenochametoargueltornothmg No, I won't." He

, 'ou take it and I'll go along with it. If you run into trouble,
you come to me and we'll argue it out." I said, "No, you just leave me
alone on my drill. I'm satisfied where I'm at." So that's vhere I

stayed.

Q: Let's stop here just a secord. (tape turned off momentarily) If you
would 've took that job as a boss, would you have got paid more?

A: Oh yes. Yes, you would get . .
How much more?
I don't know, they had a flat salary, see.

Yes.

G- A

That's what they got. They was paid more than the miners themselves.
Then they didn't have to pay no union dues, they never had no union or

nothing.

Q: Because of the mine manager and superintendent and things?

A: Yes, where you done as the super said, and the mine manager, he done
what the super told him. Hardy would get on the mine manager, the mine
manager would get on the face boss, the face boss would end up raising
hell with the miners. So that's the way it went. If you didn't like it,
well, you could quit or they'd fire you. There was always somebody else
outside the fence wanting a job.

Q: Yes. What was the best position in the mine to have?

A: The most pay was rumning the loading machine or a cutting machine.
You was the operator. That was the highest paid.

Q: How much was that?
A: Idon't know. I forget what it was.
Q: Okay. And then what was the next best job?

A: The next one was the helper on the cutting machine. They got a
little less than the operator.

Q: Okay.
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A: But it was, in my opinion, it was a bugger of a job.
Q: Why is that?

A: When they run them machines down in them rooms, and they had to keep
them on track. When they was going in, it wasn't bad. The second man
stayed in the back of it ard pulled this cable off, just laid it to the
side. When you was coming out of that room like this, you had to walk
right at the side of this machine and it was moving. You had to keep
loading this cable onto the head of this machine. They'd pile ties,
rocks, and everything right along the side of the track where you had to
climb up over them, I never did want it.

Q: Yes. Was it dangerous?

A: Yes, it was dangerous.

Q: Hard work too? !

A: It wasn't too hard, no. It was just keep loading that cable up on so
you wouldn't run over it and keep it out of there.

Q: 1 see.

A: Then whenever you got all the way out of your room, your cable was

all piled on your machine. Then when you started in another room, you'd
your cable up out here. You'd stay behind the machine and the cable

would pull itself out. You just keep laying it over to the side out of

the road.

Q: All right. So after the helper, what was the next best job?

A: Then there was a third man on the machine, he got less than the
second man.

Q: Okay. So was the helper the second man?
A: Yes.
Q: Okay.
A

: Then drillers come next, they come next on the wages. I forget what
the hell they was getting now, back then.

Q: Okay. So what was before the driller then? What was the next best
job?

A: 'The next one after the driller was what? Track layer, and that was
about it. Then they had what was called the clod man. He got paid with
common labor.

Q: Now was the clod man the same as the dirt gang?
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A: No. He went in ahead of the loading machine. If there was any rock
or slate or stuff that would come down on that coal, the clod man had to
take that off, pile that over here by itself and leave it so it would'nt
all get messed up in the coal. Send it up, dump it, and then it's go
over to them shakers and the rock pickers would have to pick it out.

Q: I see.
A: Nine times cut of ten you was always by yourself.
Q: Was that good to be by yourself?

A: Well, hell yes. You could be your own boss. Anybody come in, you
could always see their light coming and you could always start moving
around. As long as your light was moving, they knew you were moving.
But some guys was good to work for, others was the horses rear erd.

Q: Some of the bosses?
A: Yes,
Q: What made a good boss?

A: The guy that got along with his men. Some of them, every time you'd
run into him, he'd be raising hell with you about something and this and
that. The mine manger would maybe give him hell so he was mad and he'd
run into somebody and give them hell,

Q: What made a bad mine boss?

A: The guy that was always wanting more work, was never satisfied with
what you done for him.

Q: Why would he be like that?

A: T guess he thought he had to be that way to hold his job bossing. A
job bossing wasn't worth that mih to me, I didn't want it.

Q: Now, did the mine boss, was he in charge of checking the tops?

A: That was they called the clod man, that was mostly his job to check
the top. The boss, he was supposed to go around and check them all too.
He was supposed to go arourd when that coal was shot down there by the
loading machine. He was supposed to go up there with h:.s safety light
and test all that roof up there for gas. If there wasn't very much gas
up there, you could take your carbide light off and reach up there. Or
put it on a pick, reach up there and light that gas fumes. But if there
was too much there, you'd better leave it alone.

Q: Were there any bosses that the workers didn't trust to do that type

of work? Because the boss is in charge of your safety pretty much if
he's got to check the top ard the gas.
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A: They're supposed to be in charge of it., A lot of them, they had the
guy picked that they could trust and they'd let him go ahead with it.

Q: So they just assigned somebody else the job of doing it.

A: Yes, but anymore they've got what they call mine inspectors. They go
around through the mine all day. Used to they'd have to go in the day
before the miner went to work., If the mine was going to work tommorrow,
they'd have to go to work today or tonight. Check it twenty-four hours
before the men went in.

Q: Iet me stop here.

End of Side One, Tape One




