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Edwin Olive, Taylorville, I l l inois ,  July 16, 1986. 

b i n  Corley , I n t e r v i m r  . 

A: F'inally VE ended up aut in Kincaid and I e n t  to  school out there. 

Q: Yes. How long have you lived in &aid then? 

A: Lk lived there a long t k .  

Q: So yau w e d  there vhen you e r e  fairly young? 

A: Yes, went to school out there. 

Q: Yes. Then quit &en yau =re about fifteen, mrked in the s i l k  
factory. . . 
A: Yes, I got a job in the silk factory and then I got a job as a coal 
miner. 

Q: At Number Swen. 

A : I stayed in the coal mine unti l  1952. 

Q: Okay. 

A: June of 1952. 

Q: Now, you said you -re picking rock at  f i r s t .  Is that a d i r t  gang? 
Is that what it's called? 

A: No. A d i r t  gang is damn below. 

Q: Okay. 

A: This is on top, rock picking. 

Q: I see. So was picking rock considered a beginner ' s job? 

A: Yes, I guess you could call it that. They hired these young guys for 
rock pickers because they could get up and walk on that coal where the 
older ones couldn't. Rut the older ones could stand almg the side, you 
how, and just reach out. They had the cornreyors d e r  the floor. There 
was a hose in there and you'd throw that: rock in there d that conveyor 
w l d  drag it aver. It muld finally end up in the car, they'd take it 
out somewhere and dump it. 
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Q: So m s  that the lowst paying job in t k  mine? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Then you mt below, and tJhat did you do d m  below? 

A: W e l l ,  that's (liluhs) that's where the d i r t  gang c a m  in. 

Q: All r ight ,  you E r e  in the d i r t  gang. 

A: Yes, the recovery gang. After they wxk a terri tory out, they serd a 
crew in there. They s t a r t  in what they call the face. A l l  of the m t e r i a l  
that's in there, they bring all of that out, they clean it up. They get 
that &ole territory clean and then they seal it of f ,  shut the air off of 
it. It 's done and they just go on to  another one. 

Q: I see. 

A: Then you go £ran this recovery gang or d i r t  gang, whatever it is ,  t o  
bhatevver they want to  give you. You f inally end up w i t h  $-thing steady. 
I ended up on the d r i l l ,  I was d r i l l e r  for years. 

Q: How'd you get that job? 

A: Just f e l t  sorry for me I guess. 

Q: Wo did? 

A: The superintendent. The Progressive trouble started b e a m  the 
Progressive Miners and the United Mine b r k s  i n  there somewhere. *re 
the he11 ws I at? I think I was at Fifty-eight when that started. 
Eberything along the midland shut dom, all the other rubes. Picket them 
and they w l d n ' t  mrk. So they finally started up, tr ied to  start 
Numbex N i n e .  In betwen t i r e ,  Peabody had hired same, I guess you c a l l  
them str ike breakexs or tlmgs or sanething, I don't how. They was in 
tom. 

Where were they from? 

%ir hme was Kankakee and they m r e  called the Vickery brothers. 

How many of them Ere there? 

'Ibree . 
Three brothers. 

My s is ter  got acquainted with me of them, Bonnie. 'Ihey got married . 
Yaur sister's name ws Bonnie? 

No, my sister's rune m s  Margaret. 
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Q: A n d . . .  

A: The guy she married, his narne was Bonnie. 

Q: Okay. Now, was that his first m, Bonnie? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Bonnie Vickery? 

A: Yes. 

Q: A l l  right, so they w x d  up getting mi&. k s  he kind of a tough 
character then? 

A: Yes. %re was three brothers and they ws guards for the Peabody 
officials  ard a l l  that ,  I don't how. I was living w i t h  than then. 

Q: Yes. 

A: So that ' s the reason I had to go to mrk. 

Q: I see. So yau mmt  to  w r k  a t  Number Nine then. 

A: Yes.  f iery mrning go d m  the Langley road and the pickets wuld be 
lind up along the road, but: there m l d  be no trouble. 

Q: They lined up along the Langleyville Road? 

A: Yes. 

Q: For how far? 

A: Oh, they just made a l i t t l e  bunch here and a l i t t l e  bunch there, just 
so there w s  S- pickets out there. Trying t o  keep these guys from 
going t;o mrk. 

Q: Now, describe this to  me. Langleyville Road is abut t w  and a half 
miles fxom Cheney Street t o  Langleyville. Is that where they =re limed 
up, along that road? 

A: Yes. 

Q: 'Ihedmle tm and a h a l f  miles? 

A: ell, no. Mybe there m l d  be a M r e d  in the t m  miles, mybe 
there wuldn't be that many. 

Q: Just staggered out a t  different intervals? 

A: Yes, staggered out. Mybe they'd be parked in a car along. Just so 
they had s m ~ b d y  out there so they could say there w s  pickets out. 
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Q: I see. Okay. 

A: Sa yrru can go on through or you can do whatever you mted to. So 
Peabody wuld get you inside the gate out there, they didn't  give a shit 
whether you done anything or not. So I was riding w i t h  the superintendent ' s 
boy, Lloyd Starks. 

Q: Okay. 

A: He 'd cane by, pick r r ~  up in the mrning and w 'd go to  work. If his 
dad slept in, Lloyl slept in. (chckles) 

Q: So then you didn't  go to  work? 

A: Yes, m ' d  get out there s o r n e t k .  

Q: Just a l i t t l e  later .  

A: Yes. It didn't make any difference to  me. Hell, I got paid frm 
starting tinre on to quiting t h .  But Peabody wanted to  get them inside 
the fence so they could say there ms so m y  wrking. 

Q: Now, Ere you tarking vhen you wnt inside the fence? 

A: Yes. men you mnt  through that gate that ' s  when your time started. 

Q: So then the mine muld be in operation? 

A: Yes. They might just be hoisting empty cars up and down that goddam 
hole. 

Q: &1, really? 

A: 'Phem pickets muld hear than cars clicking and (laughs) . . . 
Q: Ad they'd think you =re wrking . 
A: . . . they'd think you wre dunping coal. 

Q: Ard you wren ' t  really then? 

A: H e l l ,  no. Might 've been empty cars they m s  dumping. 

Q: How long did you do that? 

A: I don't how. 

Q: I mean dumping empty cars and stuff. 

A: Until they got emu& to came back to mrk where they could . . . 
Q: I '11 be darnd. How long was that? 
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A: I don't how. 

Q: W e l l ,  that's a pretty neat trick. 

A: Yes .  Then they got emu& t o  k i d  of operate Number Nine a d  they 
decided to open up Fifty-eight. So when they opened Fifty-eight, I tent  
back to  Fifty-eight. That's where I stayed. 

Q: Okay. IkxJ long had you wrked a t  Nine then? 

A: Oh, I don't how, maybe a mnth or so or smth ing .  I don't how. 

A: I don't how. 

Q: The mine trouble started, the Progressives really got started in 
about Anrgust of 1932. 

A: They were just beginning *en I w n t  to  Number Nine. They Ere just 
opening up the first rrdne. 

Q: m y  did they open up Nurtiber Nine f i r s t ,  why not another one? 

A: I don't how unless they figured it w s  sitting out there all by 
i t s e l f .  

Q: k s i e r  to protect? 

A: Yes, &re they couldn't get a bumh a r h  hiding behind houses and 
trees and everything. See, that was a l l  open country out there, that's 
what I figured. I don't haw. 

Q: Yes, that's out by Langleyville. 

A: Yes. That's fxan Cheney Street clear out t o  Langley. 

Q: Lmgleyville w s  m s t l y  Progressive. 

A: No, they wes United Mine bbrkers all the time. Eut that ' s &en they 
M S  start% up agaiJ3. 

Q: Yes, but I mean the people who lived in hngleyville. 

A: Yes, there ws a lo t  of than and then there was some of than that 
w n t  to  wrk. Then they muld fight -st theirselves. If same of the 
Progressives wuld've caught me uptown when I was up there and had no 
business, they'd beat hell out of me. 

Q: D i d  they ever catch you? 

A: No, they never did catch me. Soae of us young guys, E just stayed 
together. Lk muldn't go a s d  where E hew E w 1 d  be in trouble and 
just let it go a t  that. So I never did have any trouble, and they never 
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did have too nuch trouble here in tam. They had the soldiers in here 
where they kept a lot of that trouble d m .  These other places a r d  , 
~ 1 1 ,  it vas a hellwa lo t  worse. Eut the soldiers, they was running 
everything. 

Q: Now, how did you feel about going to  mrk? Y o u  said your uncle 
Bonnie Vickery--ms that  his nam? 

A: Yes, brother-in-law. 

Q: Brother-in-law . . . 
A: I was living w i t h  him. 

Q: . . . did he put a l i t t le pressure on you to  go back t o  mrk? 

A: No, he never said nothing, but huw would yuu feel i f  you never had 
nothing coming in, living off of them and you had a chance to go to  work? 

Q: Yes. 

A: So, I w m t  to work. 

Q: Were m y  of y m r  friends Progressives? 

A: Yes.  

Q: They becarne Progressives? 

A: Yes. Wen R 'd meet each other, w 'd talk to  each other. With saw 
of them, you couldn't ta lk  to  them, they was Progressive a hundred percent. 
So I don't h o w .  

Q: Y e s .  That's interesting. Tell rn mre. 

A: Oh, hel l ,  I don't haw, I don't hawmxh more. Three or four of us 
m l d  get together a d  I 'd drive mer to  Tavey . The soldiers m l d  stop 
us going and stop us coming, wanting to  knw where in the hell w e  was 
going, &at re  m s  doing and this d that and everything. F.(ikren R w n t  
over there, w muld always go aver there a d  buy a gallon or t m  of dago 
red wine. 

Q: Really? 

A: You could get it for a dollar a gallon over there. 

Q: W e  did you buy that a t ?  

A: &er at Twey , same of than h s e s  aver there. If you knew the right 
house, you could get it. Wlhj,skey and . . . 
Q: Do you know b sold it? 
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A: Yes. 

Q: Who was it? 

A: I 'd prefer not to  go into that. 

Q: Okay, just same of the Italians in there? 

A: a, yes. They're s t i l l  at it, sane of them aut there. There used to 
be a big still out north of Tavey, out there in the country. They even 
took sarrve cables, got than £ran NLPnber Eight I guess, h t  they used to 
use on the hoist hoisting coal. 

Q: Yes. 

A: The cables are about that big a r d .  A bunch of than at there in 
Tovey, them I tal ians,  they got together and they got a couple of them 
cables. They stretched than across the creek out there and built a 
bridge where they could walk across. They had this still over bere i n  
the timber. They used to  go down there and cook their whisky, carry it 
back across this bridge an3 bring it into Twey. They used to haul it as  
far as m a g o ,  big truckloads a t  a time. 

Q: W e  they mking big mmey off that? 

A: W l l  , I don't know. I imgine mybe they could get twnty-five cents 
a p in t  out of it back i n  them days, maybe more. I don't haw. But 
that's the m y  they made a living. 

Q: Did anyone becare rich off bootlegging? 

A: h of them never had to  mrry  about anything, they had it made. 
They never mrked after they m t  out of business. 

Q: Were there any connections betxeen the bootleggers and organized 
cr h e ?  

A: Msn't  too rmch crime around there. 

Q: Yes. Never heard of the mafia in this area or anything? 

A: No. Just the ones out a t  Tovey that had still, they never bothered 
nobody. They'd haul it into m a g o ,  they had a big truck. 

Q: I see. 

A: A Chevrolet they drwe a r d  here. 

Q: A l l  r ight ,  l e t  rn ask you a couple of things a b u t  the nine again. 
Which mine ~s considered to be the best one to  w r k  at in this area, in 
the Peabody mine? 

A: I don't latow because that would be everybody's o m  opinion. 
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Q: Yes. U s  there one mine that w r k d  more than others? 

A: No, they wrked about the same. There for a long tirne we'd get t m  
days, orice in  awhile ~ ' d  get three days a week. 

Q: D i d  they a l l  share the satre contracts then, the Peabody mines? 

A: Yes, everythhg was the same. 

Q: Okay. 

A: h t  they paid this mine ms the sane thing as the other mines. I 
don't how, three-fifty a day, three and a quarter a day. They kept 
going up about twnty-five cents, and naw i t 's  up ta what, a hundred 
dollars a day? 

Q: Yes. Do you think i t ' s  w r t h  that? 

A: No. 

Q: No? 

A: To be honest about i t ,  no. There ' s too many other people suffering 
for it. 

Q: L b  suffers for it? 

A: These old people that's on a pension and they just get so rmch a 
rrrmth. These other guys are making a humired dollars a day, they l ive 
l ike kings and these poor old people, they get nothing. They say I'm 
crazy. W r e l l ,  I'll admit that part  of it, ht I say these coal miners 
today m l d  be better off t o  take a little less on the day and more on 
their pensions. tihen they retire they're lucky to  get $25 a day. But 
still they're going to  pay the same price for a loaf of bread as the guy 
that's making a hmdred dollars a day. 

Q: Yes. 

A: So that's going t o  k t  the old ones. 

Q: Yes. Do a lo t  of the older miners feel that way? 

A: Yes. 

Q: ldm do you blame for that? 

A: The miners. 

Q: For letthg it get aut of hand? 

A: Yes .  I 'd  say yaur unions is going to  be s e t h i n g  of the past. 

Q: Why is that? 
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A: Because the companies is going to take uver. You how, back years 
ago, the union didn't  amunt to  a hel lwa lot .  The c q a n y  had the say 
so. Now, for a long time, the unions, they had the say so, big wages 4 
all that and everything. You look at  it and i t ' s  going back to the 
crmpanies . 
Q: Is that going b be good or bad? 

A: In a way i t ' d  be good. I don't how, but I think that these wages 
are going to have to  be cut samevhere. They're getting too damn high. 
Don't you agree with me? 

Q: Oh, sure. Yes. 

A: A hudred dollars a day now. All r ight ,  I don't h o w  how many that 
the coal mine pays a M r e d  dollars. But: yau think, figure it out, how 
mch they're going t o  have to  charge for a ton of coal to pay all of them 
miners. U s d  to,  I could buy my coal at three dollars a ton. 

Q: Yes. k t ' s  stop here for just a minute. (tape turned off mnentarily) 
You've got a paycheck you're show- m here from B i l l  Hardy for m t y  
cents. It ' s fran Peabody Coal Canpany . How did you cane about getting 
that? 1937 it says. 

A: I was in the recovery gang at the time. I had a string of cars that  
just had posts on the side of them where they laid the rails and everything 
to  m e  them, take them £ran one part of the mine to  the other. bk was 
mrking out in the = s t  erad and they decided they wanted than cars and 
things brought to  the bottan that evening. They wanted us to  stay in and 
bring them out after  the man t r ip .  See, a t  quitting tim, you've got t o  
have maybe a half a dozen cars for the miners to  get in and they'd give 
than a ride to  the bottam. A l l  r ight ,  they wanted us to stay back here 
and bring &an cars to  the bottan after  the man tr ip.  So, that put us on 
our om tim. When you got i n  that m tr ip ,  your time stopped. (laughs) 

Q: I see. 

A: So, R brought then and w had to  switch them a r d  on the bottm. 
I figured that I had sam tim coming. So I wnt to  what they called the 
p i t  c d t t e e n a n ,  asked him about it. "Yes, yes. We'll tale the case 
up." So a l l  right, w took the case up. We ar@ back and forth (laughs) , 
finally e came to  an agreement. Fhen they got through figuring, that ' s  
what I got out of it, ixmty  cents. 

Q: Is that how much you figured you deserved or rmre? 

A: H e l l ,  no. I had mybe an hour or mre coming but I got tmnty cents. 
So I took it and I 've still got the check. I t ' s  a mnder that  they 
didn't ca l l  that in, I think it w s n ' t  big ezzough, I don't how. Old 
Qluck Gallager a d  William Hardy, both of them are gone now. 

Q: D i d  you feel l ike  the p i t  c d t t e m  did a good job of representing 
yau? 
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A: Hell no. He was for the cmpany. 

Q: Fn?y is that? 

A: kll, him and old B i l l  Hardy was good buddies. He ms a buddy w i t h  
old B i l l  Hardy before he got the job. 

Q: How did he get the job as pit c a r m i t t e m  then? 

A: There ms emu& miners that ws afraid to  say anything against old 
Hardy that they ~ n t  ahead and voted for, his name was W z  k r r y  I 
think. 

Q: Did Hardy put pressure on the miners t o  vote far . . . 
A: Yes. &ll yes. They w s  running it. 

Q: Yes. How did he p t  pressure on the miners, what did he do? 

A: He gave t h m  a talking to. Catch him by himself and talk to h b  a 
l i t t l e  b i t ,  or have one of his right hand men go and talk to him, talk 
him into voting for this one or voting for that one. I'll do this for 
yau and you do do that for me. 

Q: h e  the votes secret or viere they out in the open? 

A: Yes. 

Q: J k w  did yau vote? 

A: We =t up to the miners hall .  If the mine ws mrking tha t  day, you 
mt after  wxk and dropped it in the box. 

Q: Cauld anybody see who you E r e  voting for? 

A: Yes, if they'd stand close to you they could or unless you get back 
over by yourself. 

Q: Hardy, he d d n '  t be able to  see how a person voted though, m l d  
he? 

A: No. But he had a good idea. 

Q: Yes. h t  wuld've happened i f  the guy he wanted muld 've lost? 

A: He'd just have to  go along with it. That's just like elections 
today. There alwys has to be one elected a d  the other me, he just has 
to  take whatever he can get,  so I don't haw. 

Q: I see. 

A: So I don't know, bst times change. lhey're going back like they used 
to be. Yes, I argued and raised hell  w i t h  old B i l l  Hardy, argued with 
him and everything else, lmt he still cane back a d  offered me a job 
bossing one time. 
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Q: He did? What year ms that? 

A: I don't h o w .  I was on d r i l l ,  I don't how, but he called me in the 
office one time and said, 'Rey, I've got a proposition for you." (laughs) 
I said, ' h t  is it?" He said, "I want y u  to go bossing for TIE." I 
said, way. The f i r s t  thing that I do when I go to  bossing, I ' m  
done," said, '"yau're going to kick me right back wer  that fence and I ' m  
done. I won't have no chance t o  argue it or nothing. No, I wn't." He 
said, 'You take it: and I'll go along with it. If you run into trouble, 
you COIIE to  KKE and m'll  argue it out." I said, 'No, you just leave TIE 

alone on my d r i l l .  I 'm satisfied where I 'm at. " So that's *re I 
stayed . 
Q: Let's stop here just a s e c d  . (tape turned off m n t a r i l y )  If you 
muld've took that job as a boss, d d  you have got paid mre?  

A: Oh yes. Yes, you muld get . . . 
Q: How mch mre?  

A: I don' t know, they had a flat salary, see. 

Q: Yes.  

A: That's h t  they got. 'Ihey n s  paid mre thm the miners t ~ e l v e s .  
Then they didn't have to  pay no union dues, they never had no union or 
nothing. 

Q: Because of the mine mnager and superintendent and things? 

A: Yes, *re you done as the super said, a d  the mine mnager, he done 
what the super told him. Hardy muld get on the mine manager, the nine 
V e r  m l d  get on the face boss, the face boss d d  end up raising 
hell with the miners. So that's the way it tent. If you didn't  lik it, 
ell, yau could quit or they'd f i r e  you. There was always s w b o d y  else 
outside the fence wanting a job. 

Q: Yes. What ms the best position in the mine to have? 

A: The wst pay was running the loading mchine or a cutting machine. 
You was the operator. That was the highest paid. 

A: I don't knuw. I forget what it ws. 

Q: Okay. And then &at was the next best job? 

A: The next one w s  the helper on the cutt ing mxhine. They got a 
l i t t l e  less than the operator. 

Q: Okay. 
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A: But it m s ,  in  my opinion, it m s  a bugger of a job. 

Q: my is that? 

A: ken  they rutz than mchines d m  in them rooms, and they had to  keep 
them on track. &n they ~kls going in, it w s n ' t  bad. The second man 
stayed in the back of it a d  pulled this cable of f ,  just laid it t o  the 
side. When you was coming at of that roan lik this, you had to  walk 
right at the side of this machine a d  it ws w i n g .  You had to keep 
loading this cable onto the head of this mchine. They'd pile t i e s ,  
rocks, and everything n g h t  along the side of the track &ere you had to 
cl* up over them, I never did mt it. 

Q: Yes. Was it dangerous? 

A: Yes, it m s  dangerous. 

Q: Hard mrk too? 

A: It wasn't too hard, no. It was just keep loading ht: cable up on so 
you d d n ' t  run aver it and keep it out of there. 

Q: I see. 

A: Then &.enever you got all the m y  out of your rm, your cable ws 
a l l  piled on yum mtchine. Then when you started in another roam, you'd 
hang your cable up out here. You'd stay behid the machine d the cable 
m l d  plll i t se l f  out. You just keep la* it wer  to the side out of 
the road. 

Q: All right. So after  the helper, d t  was the next best job? 

A: Then there MS a third man on the machine, he got less than the 
second man. 

Q: Okay. So ws the helper the second m? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Then dr i l l e r s  c a w  next, they cam next on the wages. I forget dxtt 
the hel l  they m s  getting now, back then. 

Q: Okay. So what was before the dr i l l e r  then? Wt ws the next best 
job? 

A: 'Ihe next one after the dr i l l e r  was a t ?  Track layer, and that  was 
about it. Then they had what m s  called the clod m. He got paid with 
canon labor. 

Q: Now vas the clod man the same as the d i r t  gang? 
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A: No. J3e w n t  in ahead of the loading machine. If there was my rock 
or slate or stuff that m l d  cam dom on that coal, the clod man had to  
take that off,  p i l e  that over hewe by itself and leave it so it m l d ' n t  
all get r~ssed up in the coal. Send it up, dump it, and then i t ' s  go 
cwer to  than shakers arad the rock pickers wuld have to pick it out. 

Q: I see. 

A: Nine times out of ten you n s  always by yourself. 

Q: FJas that g o d  to  be by yourself? 

A: kll, hell yes. You could be your awn boss. Anybody come in, you 
cauld always see their li&t cortbg a d  you could always s ta r t  wing 
around. As long as your l ight  was m w i n g ,  they hew you =re mnring . 
kt S~IE guys m s  good to  wrk for,  others ws tlbe horses rear end. 

Q: Sme of the bosses? 

A: Yes .  

Q: h t  made a god boss? 

A: The guy that got along w i t h  his m. Srme of them, every time you'd 
run into him, he'd be raising hel l  w i t h  yat about s m t h i n g  a d  this and 
that. 'Ihe mine mnger mid maybe give him hell so he was mad and he'd 
run into sorebody and give than hel l .  

Q: What znade a bad mine boss? 

A: The guy that was always m t i n g  mre wrk, w s  never satisfied w i t h  
what you done for him. 

Q: my m l d  he be like that? 

A: I guess he thought he had to  be that way to  hold his job bossing. A 
job bossing wasn't wrth that rmch to  me, I didn't want it. 

Q: Now, did the mine boss, ws he in charge of checking the tops? 

A: That ws they called the clod man, that was mstly his job to check 
the top. The boss, he F J ~ S  supposed t o  go around and check them all too. 
He m s  supposed to go a r d  when that coal was shot dom there by the 
loading machine. He m s  supposed to go up there with his safety l ight  
and test all that roof up there for gas. If there msn't very mch gas 
up there, you could take your carbide l ight  off and reach up there. Or 
put it on a pick, reach up there and li&t that gas £LIKES. But i f  there 
m s  imo rmch there, you'd better leave it alme. 

Q: kre there any bosses that the wrkers didn't trust to  do that type 
of wrk? Because the boss i s  in  charge of your safety pretty mch if 
he's got to check the top and the gas. 
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A: They're supposed t o  be in charge of it. A lot of them, they had the 
guy picked that they could t rust  and they'd let him go ahead w i t h  it. 

Q: So they just assigned somebody else the job of doing it. 

A: Yes, but anymre they've got v h a t  they call mine inspectors. They go 
around through the mine a l l  day. Used to they'd have to go in the day 
before the miner wmt t o  wrk .  If the mine w s  going to  m r k  t m r r m ,  
they'd have to go t o  wrk today or tonight. Check it twnty-four huurs 
before the r r m  wmt in. 

Q: kt me stop here. 

Fnd of Side b e ,  Tape CXle 


