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Ja 0'-, +t 5 ,  1957, Gmekr's Store, S w i m  Village. 

Q: Aria ycru lived in the East: EM is that right? 

Q: VWl I wwld like ycru first ta tell us a little bit a h ~ t  the 
O'Neil yeru made ycxlr trip an. 

A: W e l l I j - a - t r i p m t h a t ~ a c a b h b a y .  R.latwasto 
hep the wick clean, the shades of the lamps clean aml oil h the 
lamps. They didn't have nothjxrg, no electric thm. It was all oil 
lafflps. That's abaut all the job cnnsisted of. 

Q: Thcee wwe reflector lawps, different colors I guess? 

A: An3 on the &am en3 there was white globes, tm a t e  globe 
lamps* 

A: ~ y e s i n t h e k i t & m n n d e n r e r y l a m p i n t h e p l a c s ~ .  There 
wasn't arry too marry of them, a .  ten or twelve all told. 

A: Y e s  justlahepyrnxlxlsyardwhenycruwasn1tbusytdhyyoucauld 
pBelpl2ltoes f o r ~ c o n k ,  helpher. 

Q:  id they a 1  that a s p d  cook? 

A: Yes, that ms a spkl cook. 
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A: Yee, she was a tcrw boat. Plied behsm Pitbbwgh anl Cincinnati 
raostly, and dawn the river all the way dam. 

Q: YeRl w@rlt m to New Orleans? 

A: Yes, went t o  New Orleans ard back and that was ths end of rny trip. 

A: I wa ~ i  born right there an .tha rim all my life and seen boats go 
u p a r d d c r w n .  

Q: Letts see, this was in 1908 you made that time m the OINeil? 

A: Letts see about 1908, yes, araurrd abcnk that th.  

Q: Ycru mentiODled earlier up to  Lcwimrille the boat always 
seerred to brreak dcrwn, can y m  explain that a little bit? 

A: Well yes, in Louisville they had a beer they called the Lmisville 
ecamncpl, that was the only place you muld buy it. They'd give ycru a a 
b i g w a t e r h c h t  full foranickel. well *boat alwayshadtohave 
a little trcuble you hm. S l q p d  1- amugh to  get a lxlcket of 
beer. 

Q: onboard I guess had scane? 

A: Yes. 

A: Yes Charley Crane that was his  me he had that job arrd they'd log 
them up m the Big Sandy and br- them then they'd go up w i t h  
the b a t  and taw them dam to the mills. They'd get them dcrwn here 
Ulsntheyldclrtthemupin~teverordsrtheyhad. Ccrursetheyused 
to  have a lot: of walnut then3 for awhile but later on they just 
couldn't just get any w a l n u t  logs. 
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A: Y e s  I geen thean have an oak there one tinre was abaut wlell between 
three and f a r  feet in and I mver just saw ths size of it. 
It b a s  all b l l m .  It was a hollm laq. It was all full of water in 
~ e u l d w h e n t h e y p t i t a n t h e c a n : m g e b t a h i t u p i n t o t h e  
mill, there w a ~ i  a three  paud catfish mlled cut of it. You ought to 
h w e ~ ~ ~ w i m t l a e i r s p i k e p o l e s t r y ~ t o g e t . t h a t f i a h .  
F lnaUy~guthhwi ththe irsp ikepo le ,  runhim-andthat 

t k  eyd of IW. Fish. 

Q: That r u t  haw been a l i t t l e  side line with those fell-? 

Q: ?hose man who -kt;d the logs dam there, can yuu dsgcribe a 
little bi t  of IAmk activity? 

A: W e l l t h e y ~ n # r e j u s t t h e ~ ~ s l r y s l i k e r i v e r m a n p l r e m  
t h y ~ ~ t t h e y t n n e r e d o i r r g a l l t h e t i m .  all good^, gcxxl 
big l s t r c q  men and cculddoanyhhqwitha s p h p o l e ,  they ""i, wuld really hmUe @ poles. They'd cut these lcgs a r t  here arrd 
W dam the man called the loader held pxt: them an a 
carriage & they'd them take up into the m i l l .  

A: OR yes, the camiaqa weuj run dam clean mhr ad the water then 
~ ~ d ~ r i ~ t y l C l ~ t O t h e r a i l l s a n d w l z e n i t ~ d ~ o u t  
of the water a y  that steep incline w i t h  big s p b  on it, they would 
get ahold of ths logs aw the front end and as they pulled out why the 
log &d jus t  lay right on w. 

Q: Tell ma abxt p awn activities i f  the logs got loose. 

A: Welltherywedtowhenthehighwateramupncrwandthsnthey 
~ d ~ l o o s e w l y u p t h e r e i r l ~ B i g s a n d y a n d t h e y ~ d ~  
floating dmn, wild dum .ths river. w e l l  I wars just a yaqvter then, 
weld get a boat, M of US wiLd get in the boat, we used t o  mtch 
them logs. An3 the logs we'd see Crane d Ocacp#rry an, w e l l  -Id get 
a quarter for wery lag rn c a w t .  If we caught an outside finals why 
thatwaarfiftycmk. Wemuld11L43Gemwaery. 

cents f h ?  

Q: W d  Cole Crarre pay yau that? 



Q: In other & they'd pay ycxl fifty cents and gat the other f h l s  
l v ?  

A: & yes we made mre doing a, as the fellcrw says, than 
a nedmrdc wuld malrs. W e  they they, run scan&*, t h q l d  run 
all day. 

Q: Earlier ycx that the Cole Cram boats r a c d  up frm the 
new dam. 

Q: Who was on Uls old Crrrwn Hill? 

A: C a p - b h  Wltler was m one and Jahwry, (pause) the other fellcrwls 
name was J-, (pause) can't think of hb nam right mw. H i s  first 
Mme mm Johnny I m. 
Q: Well, fine. I wmld lilte to qet back to the coal tcrws. Yml 
~imedabcnrtgettingarr#ndCaxcoinlcrwwater. aduldyautalk 
abcett: thnt  again? 
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A: C P 1 y e s o c l l i D i n g u p . t h s r i v e r a n W e f r m t e s l d o f ~ b a r g e ; ~ ~  
hqes etrs en@y -'re high, way up high, and at nigRt especially. 
Yau can't EWB n#thing maybe a little light half a mile ahead or 
-, and out an the river it is dark and ycru cmldnlt arm light 
a match out there ar cigarette or sm&hhq. If ycnz did yaz 
could hear WEI pilot give ycru a -18 of cuss mrds for doing it. 

a: It &d blirrd him? 

Q: M that's up by nmth of the Little Miami? 

Q: W l  hcrw abwt ths little gaqers ycru merrUansd? 



Q: c&, m were about little auxiliary t a m  for the log born. - that? 
A: Which? 

Q: The little t a m  that vmld latch m fkrnrt of the bocoas canhq - -0 
Q: When bmqht a log raft dcrwn and they wuld want help fram 
armther boat. Cmld yau W about that a little? 

Q: Qh, I didn't a t .  

A: Backing yes, they'd back her dawn samtims they'd hold or stay 
that m A  or delay just a few squares mre ahut a mile and a half and 
they - .there. They've d m e  that luks of tb without any help. 
Wrtycnz&dln1t&thatWi*abigtcrwbacausewi-breakingher 
into. 

Q: Well then t h q  would have an extra boat? 

A: Yezs. Yes. 

Q: Or alaarg either ford or alcarg eim bank? 

A: With a big barge tcrw ycru mdn't do that w i t h  them. But for 
logging that's W way they used to do it. L a t s  of times tky'd cut 
heroffandrunawayarrruad. Dragherondam. 

Q: if yenx aculd .talk a little bit abart Captain who 
w a s ~ ~ ~ a n . t h s O ' N e i l o s l ~ N e w O r 1 ~ t r i p ?  

A: Well he msnft nom of lkm, he wasn't no real mugh guy. He was 
m of a quiet nice sociable guy. He never fclllnd fault with every 
little w. he onbrd arrytktrw3 on the o* of meat or 



arrything lib that m board the boat, he always smiled tlle m a t  f h t  
before held pay for it. 

A: yes. ?h@d mver, pi& it up and srmll it yclu laerw and if it was 
all right it was and if it wasn't, it wasn't. 

Q: I bmv lseaae of old -ins and pilots very flashy 
dreEiElars. 

Q: Nclw you lived dawn . . . 

A: I hmw it v m  an Iriah m, Jahrnry BSuke .  He was little bit of 
a fellm abart as big as me, five foot seven a b u t  150 pmrds. Just 
a B ~ a s U l s y l m d e e l l ~ .  

A: Y e s ,  theywas a quite. . . I'll  me you scans of the captains. 
There was pilots. There wers a fkss family d m  there. Old rnan -st 

m and dam and 
almm3 near Cairo, 1llinois scanewhere there she caught fire and 
he vms drwmd or he died fram it. I m s  just a yaqstar then. And 
thsn his sun Harry he was a pilot, he run on the Island 
quite awhile. Ncrw he's got a son now that's a pilot. l2fF2z't 
m h i m f m s o l o p l g q ~ I ~ h e ~ s a p i l a t .  'Ihentharswasa 
HarwYy Rmm. H i s  father had a big hay and grain place dawn there In 
theEast EmA, h e w a s a p i l o t d t h e r e w a s  CaptainButler, oneof the 
gmatestpfiot~. Hewasagoodarwtoo. Atldagoodguytag&alowg 
w i t h  h r t  a bad guy to have for an may. Yes sir, he was maU.1~ 

Arrdl there  as arvrthsr fell=, Lcru Iqper,  he w(ns a aimin. 

Q: Haw abcrut W Marim Ways? QCRlld y m  W1 US scanething abmt 
them? 



A:welltheyhadapmtQ $E" m o f m t h a x e .  They had to be 
huskyandIstroaug. They talotofboatsdcrwnthem. Thefsland 
Queesl, they built the Island Elnd they had a big hss there, was 

~ l n e  ms JackHayes. He kmwmore  
abart the river than the river k n w  about i tself I believe. 

Q: W e l l l c c r u l d y a u t e l l u s a b m t h c k J t h e r y t r i e d ~ l ~ a v e t h e ~  
dur* l3m ice then? 

A: She was a famcrus old boat tw? 

A: They - tm OXE yes, (chuc=kles) they just didn't 
like ocne anotbsr. 

A: W l l  thqmuld fight, 2iLwsy~ a fight. 

Q: The b&erfmk was a kina of dangeraus plaoe in .the old days? 



8: Well letlm see. -the always went fmnMari.neway by 
boat? 

A: ah yes, &ly built, ycru had ta be a ~ ~ 1 1  to work 
cn a boat. 

A: Theyld get drunk & w a l k  off the barge or sanethirrg at night and 
thatwwldbeths  last of them. 



q: Is that so? 

A: Y M .  

A: Y-, her hold had ballasts in it. She was set so high an 
water #at #ev had to ballast it. (pus8) 1917, that got her, tOa, * 

that ioe. 

Q: Did? 

A: Ye&. 

8: eenildnlt m a k  one? 

A: Y e s ,  it was a beautiful whistle. 



Q: Do ramher arryrmre of the mate's dialogue, the kin3 of things 
they 

A: -1 I W d  be afraid to say (laugh-) mythhg t h y  say. I can 
~ L n x t n a t l h S a l E ~ f t h e r m .  

A: Y e s .  

A: The old E. A. Woodruff, yes, she wm a anag h a t ,  she used to take 
snags and cut of #e river, w, she done that. 

A: Oh yes, lAx3.y wed to ayMmite. Thqwmld have divers go dam & 
s s t s ~ m e d y n a m i t e a r d b l c w ~ l m s e d c m t h e r e ~ t h e n s e e n  
themblavalxrrgeloosetheremetum~ahecmtrscxtofthereshe 
was like a big whale cabq  up, just whew. 

Q: Right arrt of the water? 

A: Yes, juqsd right art of the water. (pause) Turn crver y c ~ l  )axxJ 
a n l a l l t h a t c o a l & d g o a r t o f h e r a n d ~ !  

a: He did? 
















