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Preface 

This lrEmscxipt is the product of tape-racOrded intexvie~1~ caalcbd 
by Mike Schranrm for ths Oral History Office m May 16, 1988. Flormce 
Hardin transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the transcript. 

T h i s  =ir is part of a series on the Spr-field, Illinois Ratary 
Clubls 75th anniversary. 0. B. OIBrien joiraad the lWary Club of 
Spr-ield in the sarly 1950s. His classification ww listed as life 
hmmme. A t  the tb of this inh iew ,  at eighty-four years of 
age, h b  clas&ificaticm was d o r  advocate. 

Durw the mid-1970~ O ' & h  sawed as mident to the R#tary of . He considers the bi  t ac~~listrment of his osae 
tion to be the installa 7 rm of the m f a m c r u s  citrus dr r" ve 

mch has contributed almost one million dollars to the Sprinsfield 
a m ,  

RBaders of the oral history m i r  shCPlld bear in mina that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, ard that the htm~iewer, namator and 
editor soraght to preamm the i n f o m ,  m a t i a n a l  W l e  that is 
inherent Fn such historical scslrces. Sanganron S t a t e  university is nut 
responsible for tha factual accuracy of the memir, nor for views 
-sed therein; these are for the mader to judge. 

The mmuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It m y  not: be 
rqmdued in whole or in part by any means, elechmic or mechanical, 
withaut; pxndssion in writing fmn the Oral History Office, sangman 
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 



0. B. ~'Brien, Springfield, I l lhis ,  May 16, 1988 

A: A t  w, I am s d a r  advocate. I was life insumme. 

8: When did yau join Ebtay Club for the first th? 

A: Well, it was abut t h k Q   lams years ago. I think it was 1950 or 
1951. 

Q: You have been in the Springfield club tAe whole time? 

A: Thewholetbe.  

A: A t  the St. N l c k  Hotel, I think. I am not sure, but I think we 
were at the St. ~ick. 

A: Well, we had a biggar club thm than we have naw. We had a b u t  
bm hundred people at that t b .  

Q: What Qp of m e ?  

A: Well, I think we had a high-class g m q .  We had the liatmmt 
g w 8 ~ ~ 1 2 0 ~ ,  Jahn Scotlard, an8 we had a man, mrw let me ses, we had the 
mayor at the t b ,  I am not sure. Anyway, m had a lot of attorneys, 
not a lot  of than. Y a z  can't have a lot of them. 

Q: ( l a w )  

A: W 1 ,  I've ham about RDtary shce I was a yaryrnan, I r- I was as)red to join at different tunes, but I was ao busy. I dn't 
feel that I had the tima. So f m l y  Al much, who is M w d a m  at 



Ib-hxy Sarth, ask&  nu^. The pressure was off a l i t t le  b i t  at  the time 
so I said, llYes, yes, I wi11.l1 And I did. 

A: No, I don't. 

Q: Did they have an hhmtion that w a s  similar to naw or 
was it =re elnborate, or 1- elaborate . . . 

A: Really, I zum a very ord;inary Rotarim. 

Q: That is okay. That is okay. Nabodty is an o-Rkarian. I 
fcnmd that aut. What WEIS the club irmlved inwhen yau f h t  8- 
irrtoit? Asfarasthepublicismmamed? Yaulmcrw, l i k e r w t h e y  
have gwt the citrus drive and the rase drive. Were they doing 
rarrythjngon.., 

Q: No. 

A: Bill Brhgw was gohy to Florida his father ms either 
liv* or Wmm for the w i n t e r ,  I am not sure wbich. I told him to 
l o o k m d c k J n t h e r e e r n d e w h a t h e m d f i n d m t I # i * t l n a k e a  
good project for our 1- club to have. He c a m  hdc with the idea 
of mk citrus drive. 

A: Well, I w i s h  I had looked that up. I think it was in 1975 or 
1976, I am nat sure. 

Q: Naw lang have ywx been a nermber? 

Q: -years. Y o u  are one of the. . . 
A: I eun one of the alders. 

Q: (laughrs) I wasn't go- to put it that way, but all right. 



A: That ;Is a pa* cripti way to put. it. 

Q: oh. 

A: Y c r u l l l  M a  to Q'p that as P-AJr-R-E-S C-R-I-F-17-I. 

A: a, sud~ as the kettle pots for the Salvation Army. 

Q: grawba told me that for a while J&bry Club wars srponsorw one 
of the my Scout food pantries. Do yau lx3mYhr anythixrg a b u t  mat? 

A: (inaudible) I don't mmthr that. (hudsble) 

a: When did yau rrrwe to Sprirqfield? 

A: I carrre to Springfield in the 1940s. 

A: Wheel*, West~hyb-da.  Wall, I w a s  born inWbdhq. I 
wmWly went to college in Pennsylvania arrd spent a year in AlabamEl 
and three years h N e w  York Ciw, so call nw what y c r u w i l l .  

Q: (laughs) Haw did yau end up in Sprinsfield? 

Q: The club has always xet  in the wdnp, hasn't it? 

Q: Yes. It seerrtl~s to be a g c d  th.  I know it is a good t ime for 
me. 

A: M o m k g  was niot good for ne. 

Q: Yesr, and a f t m m n  would be irqcmsible here because I can't get  
out of all the stores, I wcruld hagire there is a mrmber of people 
that a d  attaxi met- in the middle of the aftemam for a ccruple 
of  hmm. Yaz tank always count on be- available. 



Q: (laughs) Y o u  d m %  have to worry about it. There will be no me 
1-toitbutus.  I a m ~ t h a t y c r u ~ u p w i t h a l c k o f  
fri& in that group? 

A: Yes, I have. I have made very friends. 

Q: Yau are a very likable prsm. 

Q: So, I would b g h  yau would erd up w i t h  a lot of friends there. 

Q: Yes. Immmrhrthatnryself, when. . . 

Q: lmis will be my fourth year. 

Q: well, my year, the start of my sword year, I was 
Sergeant-at-- axl . . . 

a: Yes. Yau kncrw, I think it was the greatest thing that has ever 
h a ~ t o r a e b e c a u s e 1 ~ l y g o t : ~ ~ I k n e w a l l o f ~ b y  
name. (w at the satre the) It has surprised ms. It is W l y  a 

A: It is a very cordial group. L e t  rae tell ycru an hrbxestixq story. 
We've travelled a lot, you knuw, arcRYrd the world, atrd to a 
half a dozen times. We ware in Japan, in m, which was the ancimt 
capital of Japan. 

Q: Before Takyo? 



A: Y e s .  Well, you'll laaks it, Mike* 

A: Well, I W d  say is pmhbly tkae most unusual. 

A: I have done it mny otherplaoes. Qbmmxyau Were the W i a n  
Play isheld enreryyear, werytenyears. I went in-la one time. 

Q: where was it? 

A: In the Cakmlds, I think, wki- is a very interesting place. 
It's an ancient, ancient place. In the Cotswlolds they had stone 
roofs, and at the t c ~  of the roofs are big thick s-. As they have 
to reroof, t h e y m  t?mdcrwn,  d they get a little thinner, and 
w h e n t h e y g e t d c k j n t o t h e b o t t m ,  t h e y a w l ~ e r y t h i n / b u t t h e y ~  
thick when they a m  still up at the top. The Cbbwolds is one of the 
laveliest amis in England, I think. 

A: Very mxdbil. Ncw, a lot of people dcmtt feel that way abcllrt 
Englard. I met same ycmg wlhhmm in V d c e  once on the premenade 
infmntofthecathsdral ,  It ieabigcatbdml.  W h a t i s t h e n a m  
of it? St. Mark's. We talkhwl for quite  a while and they telling 
us about their goverrrmefyt that is not ccmnmdatic, but socidlistic, 
sacialhtic is what I want to say. They pay for B V ~ ,  m 
teeth, y m  )ulcrw, all for teeth. I fcRad than very int.axding. I & 
a caple of other people later who had talked to them d didn't ljke 
than at all. You nul into Ciiffermt pemadities. 

Q: Yea. 

A: ~iffemlt reactions. 

Q: I had saneom else tell ms that they felt they mre extremely 
stuffy. 



A: They are. 

Q: Ard  that f e l t t h e y g o t h i , s h - M 8 8 d ~ a w R z l ~ t h e y  . O n s g u y ~ d h e h a d b e e n ~ o a e d ~ h e  
was even a Rotarian. He felt that w a ~ ~  an insult  00~lgidsriq that you 
jUECtdonltdO~twhenyaugotomkeupameetitlg. 

A: I favld them fnbmstirq, but I can see why saffle people wwld call 
.theon W f y  because they are. S- have a right to be. 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Because England is a remarkable caurrtry. And I am Irish1 

Q: Yclur s m  is also h l v e d  in R#tary? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I think that is kind of neat, both of you in it. He think a lot  
of ycru, too. 

A: well, that is twe-sim. I thMc an awful lot of Tau. 

Q: Y e s ,  he is. W a s  there mythhq on your averseas t r ip  as far as 
anyrt leet i rvgsot . l rer~theQneinJapan~twerekindofunusual?  

Q: Abaut ten feet? 



A: Well, that is a good question. I am there is and I hate to 
m z l k e ~ a ~ .  

A: I &mild give it mre deliberate Umqht. 

Q: ItccRxldmtbejustcme-either. 1f.Ulerearesweml 
people that yeru . . . 
A: I wwuld say that Marshal1 Llrthrh~er, who is a mfmber. In my 
earlier years, Marshal1 was president of C.I.P.S., a very fine person. 
HewasaverygOOdfriendofmine. Ithurtmemhedied. I U d  
say Mamhall wtis ths one* 

Q: He had a big influence on you. do you spell it? 

Q: I an glad you did it because half of the tlme . . . 
A: %hat is a habit ofmine. I dictatedl on amchine formaxryyears. 

A: Well, I think it is a good influeme. How could it be abemise? 
Hawnu&msnwyhavewe~htedfrcmnthecitrwdrive? Abauta 
million dollars, I w. 
Q: It has got to be close to that. We've hem doing it for h m  many 
years nm? 

A: Well, I would say since the middle seventies. 

Q: Yau are talking wer WeriQT? 

A: No, aver abaut fifteen p a r s .  

Q: I think they d d  it was just about fifteen years ago. 

A: Well, the f h t  year rn made $12,000 was remarkable toms, 
That is a I& of mumy. 



Q: Especially when yaz go back when $12,000 was a lot. 

A: Weused tohave t h e m 1  team, the GlcAe-. We had 
thaa three or four y m ,  and after that it wasn't there. 

Q: Yes. 

A: People didntt go. And that is why the questian carrre up when I was 
presidarrt, What can we do that will replace the G l o h t m t b ~ ? ~ ~  
Well, we fourxi a good substitute. 'I*lre irkemst- t h i r q  is that 
people l h  orarrges. I am going b wy smekhhq that perhaps I 
shcruLdntt say. I don't think nu& of the mity of the rose . . . 
Q: What is that? I've got mixed apiniw on that. 

nut at all. 

A: We have flav~iers at haw in crur ganim, and my wife daesntt want me 
to buy roses for her, She has flowers, She picks them herself. 

A: Well, I feel that I am sort of hgging for safeone else when I ask 
thamtodoit ,  andIamnotagoodbeggar. 

Q: The d y  thing I think mat makss it appE".aLing is the goad price 
for a dozen roses. 

A: It ia w god price, yes. 

A: Yes, and in awayyou are. 

(2: It is help- these people, but it is takirvg away . . . 
A: Y o u  m t t  mbbing anybdy with the oraqes, nchdy  small. A 
florist am be relatively d l ,  but these huge grocery are 
not. And besides, the frui t  that they sell isn't caag?arable to am. 

Q: No, not at all. I was lrind of surprised becaw me of the 
Ratarians is a florist and ehe haplpena to be on my m. So, I have 
called her mluctarrUy an that, d said, 'IT )saw th i s  is of a 
tCRlrglqwskim,wandsthektvewitwascCmirrg. S h e b e w t h a t i t w a s  
PartofRcltarytO.. . 

Q: Yes. Shewas very cordial. about it. 



Q: I thought that was adrdmbls on her park m~6~8 I feel like, llHcrw 
would I fed if Ratary a l l  of a sudden decided to sell perdmb or ~~ for a pmjecrt? 

A: Of -, thatwouldbeyour project. 

A: That is right. 

A: Well, the El- m the thing tba.t axum to rm, and I 
have menticwnad that. I czmtt thj32k of my othans. 

A: I t h h k ~ ~ ) .  ~ a L s e ~ t I l l ) r s v e r y ~ ~ # a t w 8 a r e  
a d d b ~  more (Inaudible) fdl- to the club. Nm, wfien I first joined 
Wclub, I a r n n o t s u r e ~ w a s e u r y . .  . Butweheweguttheminin 
quite a quantitative rarmber, I think. I think it is gwd. Paul 
Haxris was a mmrkable person. 

A: I am writing a history of this local club right naw and I rn 
bring- Paul HEuris in, and , . . 

8: A r e  you? 

A: Yes. 

A: I did it on the sixtieth. You -It in .the club at that th.  

Q: No. 

want to- it. 



A: Yau are writ* about all the older mePnbers? 

A: is mother thing that accurs to me. shortly &~EC I becmne 
p=ident, there was ale grrrup of paaple, Rule w a s  

of them. Can I nrantion these? 

Q: m, yes. 

Q: a p f t o l  and Fifth? 

Q: Ycru kncrw, maugh, that is smewrq that I mn when I 
f h t g o t  h t o R o t q .  Bill said to me, "If p u  want 
to pt to luhow people, sit at a diff& table wery tJi3ak.l' 

Q: It really is. I tried, and I still try to do mt. 

Q: Yes, and on top of that, we are not: go- to get to )mrw 
pap18 if yau don't rave ?xrmrd. 

A: No, ycru are not. 

A: l[hat is right, As I say, whan I was president, when yau are 
president ycu hare to knw them. (laughter) Y o u  maks a habit, make a 
practice of do- it. Wrt before that, 1 didn't. S i n c e  then, we have 
hadsoraarrynew~thatIkncrwoftheyn. I ~ t h e i r f a c 8 8 ,  and 
a u n w t ~  I have tmuble, but at my age (laughs) I have tmuble. 



Q: No, I didn't. Y o u  don't look eighty-four y m  old. 

A: (la*) 

Q: YQU are doing very well. 

Q: (laughs) Is there artytZling other what we have talksd abmt 
that yau wuuld liks to ahare? It doesn't d l y  ma-, atlymiq that 
ycru feel Walld be of interest? 

A: Well, I can recite the GettYSbPlXg address if ycruwarrt to hear it. 

Q: No. We've got that scumham. 

A: Well, -, I anjoyed do- it with ym. You are a very good 
intervim. 


