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Preface 

TZlis mmuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Shirley Marshall for the Oral History Office in Novaher of 1980. Shirley 
Marshall transcribed and edited the transcript. &, Nucbls r e v i e d  the 
transcript. 

Ray (M) Nuchols has lived in Auburnmst of his life. This tape is an 
accclunt: of his recollections and perceptions of the grawth and history of 
Aubum. This interview w s  conducted in his ham vhich is across frm 
the a g e d  country Club. 

Shirley Mshall i s  public librarian in Auburn and is beginning a 
collection of Oral History of Aubum to be bused in the Auburn Public 
Wbr ary . 
Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the intervi-r, narrator arrd 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
W e n t :  in such historical sources. Sangamn State Lhiversity is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the nremoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any rww, electronic or mchanical, 
witbut permission in writing fsan the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State Lhiversity , Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Wld Nuckols, November 1980, Auburn, Illinois. 

Shirley Marshall, Interviewr . 

Q: Can you tell me d w n  and where you were born, Ray? 

A: Glasguw, Kmtucky. 

Q: 01 what date? 

, A: February 16, 1903. 

Q: Can yau tell mt s-thing about your parents? 

A: They =re farmers my folks wre, and they lived in Glasguw and m e d  
a farm. In 1916 we w e d  to Auburn, but prior to that e moved £ran 
Glasgcw to Taylorville. We lived over there, I guess, three years, then 
caw down here. 

h t  nationality was your father? 

Scotch-Irish on both sides. 

Did you remuher his parents on your dad's side? 

& yes. 

Did they cane over fran the old cauntry? 

No, they c e  from Pennsylvania. 

And huw did they cane, by covered wagon? 

I d d  ass- that wuld  be the only way they could get there. They 
did settle there and stayed there a l l  their life. 

Q: They m e  farmews also? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you ramhew your grandnother very wll?  

A: kll, yes. 

Q: F.hat was she like? 
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A: She was a hard mrking wmn, I r&r that. She had t o  be out: of 
necessity, because there wre eleven kids in the fdly. 

Q: Ycrur father was one of eleven children? 

A: Right, I reamber the kitchen. It m s  a huge roan, and there m s  a 
haemde table in the dining roan and hckzlemade chairs. When they all got 
around the table, it wm a ad, you know w i t h  that many kids and al l .  
But FJhen dinner wis mr, or any meal for that fact, the dishes =re 
taken off the table, the ones that =re used, and the other dishes, well, 
like fruit and whatever they had extra, stayed on the table all the t h e  
in these huge glasses, I forget dmt they called than nm. 

Q: kre they like casserole dishes? 

A: No, they m e  cut glass dishes with a top on them. Really they 
called them preserve stands, and they had all kinds of preserves on the 
table and di£ferent relishes and things like that that d d  be left on 
the table. They just put a cloth over it fran noon to night and they'd 
uncover the table and put: the food back on and go again. And there w s  
always a &john of hi skey  setting on the table and a bott le of wine. 

Q: Md you have with your rteals? 

A: It was available if you m t e d  it, yes. It was harmade wine. 

Q: Did they have animls on the farm? 

A: Yes, cattle, and h t  any farmer wuld have: hogs, chickens, and 
they raised s m e  turkeys, and that sort of thing. 

Q: They have their crwn garden? For the family? 

A: Oh yes, definitely. 

Q: 'I2lat: was a trend in those days, you mre or less grew w h a t  you ate 
yourself, is that correct? 

A: Yes, because VE wxe five miles £ran tom and to  go to tam like w 
do n m  w unheard of. Granddad wid usually go to  t o m  on Saturday 
afternoon, and whatever WAS bought, the staples, like sugar, wmld be 
mostly what it U d  be, because the flax and the corn meal m s  processed 
in the area dcm there. There'd be a mill, a gris t  m i l l ,  you've seen 
them I'm sure. 

Q: You want to deecribe what a grist mill looks like. 

A: Well, it's a . . . the m~chanics of it I . . . it's a mill that's 
propelled by water, a water wheel, they ere in those days. And, of 
course, there m ~ s  no engines or electricity m anything like that, but 
it m s  propelled by wter. 'Ihe wter m a  dmmd up and flmd over it 
and turned it and it in turn was belted to a rdll, a grinding mill, 
inside the mill. And you put the corn or the wheat or atever in there 



and grind it up and process it and sack it up. [It would] be for your 
om use or for sale. 

Q: h . d  that is where he wuld go t o  pick up the f l a x  or the corn mal? 

A: R i @ ~ t .  W e l l ,  he'd take the corn, you'd take the corn . . . 
Q: Oh, you had to take your awn corn? 

A: You didn't have to, you could buy it there, but most famrs did, 
take thew own grain, That wuld  be true w i t h  wheat too. 

Q: And you just paid a fee t o  have it g r d  up for you? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did =st of the little towns grow up around a creek, then, since you 
had to have mter for the mill? 

A,  There had t o  be water. Usually if there wasn't a dwn available, they 
built a small d m  to hold the wter so it d d  flaw over the *el, the 
water &el, That way it ws similiar to the paddle wheel that was on 
boats, you huw,  the stem boats. But that's the way they developed 
th@k power. 

Q: bhat else do you rPmFgnber about your grandparents ' h a ?  What did 
she do when it w s  very hot and she needed to  cook? Did she have an 
outdoor kitchen? 

A: She cooked, she cooked. This house ws, it w s  a huge house, but it 
MS a log house and weatherboarded with hame-sawd lmnber, covered that  
MY, ycr~ b o w  . And there was only--it was a tm-story house. There m s  
only one bedroan dmtaixs, that m s  for Granddad and Grandroother and 
a l l  the kids slept upstairs. There was no heat up there, it was cold as 
the devil and I can rerrvJnber they'd--I've heard my dad say m y  t b s ,  
they'd get up of a morning and shake the snow off the covers, grab their 
clothes, and mn downstairs to the fire place to get their clothes on. 

Q: The SKKW blew in then? 

A: Oh yes, you know h m  snaw does here. bk11 if you have cracks in your 
house you'd get sorrre snm in. 

Q: Did they sleep in a feather bed? 

A: Yes, and wol blarkts and mol ccnrers of all kinds, and they =re 
-* 

A: wits and even the clothing that they mre, the m o l  clothes. You 
didn't buy mch in  those days really, because she d d  spin her o m  
yarn, you h a w ,  and the mIghbor m n  wuld get together and do those 
things together and then they'd . . . 



Q: That wuld be lib their social time, i f  they mrked on sanething 
together ? 

A: 'Ihey 'd have quilting bees, they called thein. kll , a l l  the mrk was 
done as a nei&bar project, you hm, they mrked together. 

Q: Did yaur gradmther ever make soap? 

A: Oh yes! 

Q: Did she make candles? 

A: I don' t ranember seeing any candle mlds , but the soap, they'd take 
the ashes £ran the f i r e  place in what they called an ash hopper outside 
tk buse a ways, and it was a V-shaped container lib a bin and the 
bottm had a trench. They'd put the ashes in there k i n g  the winter. 
Then in the spring, as the rains came, they'd carry water and put on it 
and what care out of that MS pure lye a t  the bottan in this,  through 
this V-shaped trench. And they'd save that, That is what they made soap 
out of ,  

Q: b t  else did they use beside lye t o  make soap? 

A: I don't r d r  anything. 

Q: Did yau have t o  have same grease? 

A: Oh yes, definitely, you had t o  have grease and lye. 

Q: And then did they have to  heat these in a big h t t l e  or anything like 
that? 

A: They cooked it in like a lard kettle. You seen a lard kettle? 

Q: No, I haven't. Are they great big black wrought iron kettles? 

A: Yes, that's what they are, they usually are. W l l ,  the ones we used 
for butchering d d  be around forty gallon kettles, scmthing like that ,  
and they'd cook the soap in  those too. Put your lye and grease in there 
and get it hot and stand and stir and stir and stir and t n ,  well I 
guess aqerimce, they hew at what point it was ready t o  take it off, 
and then take it off and parr it into a mold, And when it got cold then 
they'd just s l ice  it up in cakes about like half a brick, sa r~ th ing  like 
that, that ' s h t  they used. 

Q: They used that for their laundry and for doing dishes? 

A: Wen whing your face, if you wanted soap, It m s  pretty strong. 

Q: b w  dten during the year did they hme to make soap, kas that a wek 
-7 

A: No, no, it depended on the size of the family. 
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Q: And hslw fast the soap goes? 

A: Yes, and it d d n ' t  spoil. You could have it f rom year to year. 
That wasn't a problem. 

Q: Lhat did they store this soap in until they needed i t ?  

A: In the smke house. They had a smke b e  where they kept the treat 
and the soap. 

Q: Did your granrtmotlzer have t o  bake a l o t  of bread? 

A: She baked all of it, all the bread. 

Q: h t  tim of day did she have to get up? To get started? 

A: Oh, by daylight. 

Q: Did your grandfather go aut on his farm early, did he have t o  milk 
the cows? 

A, Oh yes,  they had cows to milk and kids to  get ready for school, you 
hm. And they had to walk t o  school Erm where they lived. I expect 
they mlked, the closest school house was at  least three miles. So you 
can see they had t o  get up early t o  get that mmy kids ready for school. 

Q: About how much schooling did they have in those years? 

A: Through the eighth grade was about the errtent of it, but the kids, 
the boys especially, wuld be taken out of school in the fall of the year 
to  help w i t h  the crops, you b o w ,  t o  harvest the crops. And they may 
have t o  be out, oh ~ 1 1 ,  at  our school e had six months school, not nine 
m t h s ,  and they d d  probably be out a couple of mths. So, they 
d d n ' t  graduate frcm the grade school unti l  they e r e  twenty years old. 

Q: Oh, is that right? 

A: Yes, and w d d  be, w litt le kids wuld be in school with grown 
boys and it made it pretty rough on the l i t t le  kids. 

Q: Wre you in  a one-roan schoolhouse? 

A: Qze-roan school, one-roan school. 

Q: You still rmmber the teachers? 

A: kll, a couple of them I do. 

Q: k e  they pret ty s t r i c t ?  

A Well, they had t o  be, otherwise the boys muld take wer, as big as 
they ere .  I can r&r they always sa t  in the back of the rocm, you 
knuw. They had the seats graduated £ran the front t o  the back and the 
l i t t l e  kids =re a l l  up here. And the big bays back there put a pin i n  



their shm and cane d m  the aisle and kick sane kid in the shin and he'd 
squall and the teacher d d  c m  out and t ry  t o  find out who it ms. 
They never wuld,  they =re pretty sharp those big kids. But it was an 
aperience. 

Q: Can you describe your schoolroan for m? Did you have a stove in  the 
schoolroan that the teacher had t o  take care of? 

A: & yes, I was trying t o  compare it to  same building around here. It 
ws just sidewalls and a roof and finished inside. 

Q: What kind of desks did you have, or did you have desks? 

A: Yes, we had desks, we had desks. 

Q: Did you write w i t h  jnk? 

A: Yes .  

Q: And inkvells? Dip the pigtai ls  in the h k w l l s ?  

A: Yes, that's r ight .  

Q: Did the g i r l s  mostly have pigtai ls  in those days? 

A: Not too m y  of them really, they had just reasonably long hair. It 
wasn't short hair, but reasonably long and it was always a p r o b l a  for 
them. 

Q: They almys wre dresses back in those days? 

A: Oh yes, with bloarers. 

Q: How did the boys dress? 

A: Overalls, just like Rutbski's wear up here, same thing, only sane of 
than =re hanemade out of, the winter clothes muld be mol ,  you knm. 
'Ihe trousers muld and the jackets too, they'd be n d e  out of harespun 
macerial. 

Q: Did you go barefoot uuch? 

A: @it@ a b i t  in the slarmertb, but it wasn' t the best place in the 
w r l d  to do that, because there w s  a lot of little rocks in the ground, 
you huw,  and it wasn't easy t o  do, but you did, yau know. 

Q: h t  fikls the terrain like there i n  Glasgw, Kentucky? 

A: k11, we lived, like I say, we lived five miles out and it was very 
similiar to southern Illinois, rolling hills and tbhr and the fields 
were all sirall. A couple acres of tobacco d d  be a big crop down 
there. 



Q: You grew tobacco? 

A: (31 yes, and maybe ten acres of corn or s-thing like that. Your 
tobacco ws your cash crop and your corn, what l i t t le corn you raised and 
&at little *at you raised, you wed the *eat: t o  eat really. You 
g r d  it up for flour and the corn you'd use it for livestock and for 
c o d .  You just w n t  £ran season t o  season like that. You didn' t 
really have any cash crops to  sell other than tobacco. 

Q: k w  long does it take to  grow a crop of tobacco? 

A: W e l l ,  i t 's planted in the spring, I rean i t 's  not planted, it is se t  
cut. 

Q: h t  do you man it's set out? 

A: 'Ihey are plants lik tanato plants. W'd always burn a space in the 
edge of the timber, p i l e  logs and bum than, and then dig it up and plant 
it in the tobacco seed. You'd get the tobacco plants £ran that. And 
you'd burn it so there d d n ' t  be any meds in your tobacco bed. You' d 
cwer it with nulin cloth to  keep the insects off them, and then when 
the plants got up to a good start, then you'd take that off and l e t  the 
sun in. And you'd pull the plants when they =re like three t o  four 
inches hi&. And you'd have your ground ready and you'd lay the ground 
off in rows like this, l i k e  w d d  t o  plant corn, and then yau'd check 
it crossways and you'd put a plant where the raws crossed. And you'd put 
your fertilizer there a t  that spot. 

Q: This all done by hand? 

A: All done by hand. You drap the plants. There,' d be a guy care behind 
you pushing the dirt around them and another caning behind him mterlng 
the plants. All done by hand. 

Q: Back breakingmrk probably? 

A: Oh yes, it w s  hard mwk, but real simple now because they have 
machines t o  drop the plants, press the dFrt around them, and the machine 
has a tank of wter on it and gives them a squirt and that ' s  it. 

Q: And fertilizer a t  the s a n ~  t k ,  I guess? 

A: Yes, everything cares out of this machine. 

Q: So you could plant &at probably took you a couple of weks i n  just a 
few hours or a day maybe? 

A: k s ,  the patches axe alwiys small,  because they're selected in places 
&xe the best soil is and nuw, a t  this t ime, you have an allotmmt, yau 
can have only so many acres or so many tenths of an acre really. A t w  
a three acre a l l o m t  wuld be a pretty good size crop dow there. 

Q: tbw about insects, =re they a problem back in those days? 



A: Not so rmch, the most problem w had with insects was the tobacco 
worm and you've seen that I ' m  sure on the tanato vines, a big green mrm 
w i t h  horns on it. We' d have t o  go thrmgh it and pluck those things off 
the tobacco. 

Q: You had t o  keep your eye an the crop then as it was growing? 
- - A: Oh yes. W e l l ,  you had t o  go through and take the suckers off tao. 

You've seen those, I'm sure on the tanato vine, a little sprout cane up 
by the leaf, you knm. If you didn't take those off you'd have a poorer 
quality of tobacco, because it took strength away £ran the g w t h  of the 
leaves and the rest  of the plant. There w s  mrk to it right up to  the 
t h E  to harvest. 

q Q: And uhen did you harvest the tobacco? 

A: Usually in August. 

Q: What does it look like v h n  it is ready to be harvested? 

A: It's abaut the color of that bush xi@t out there, the leaves turned 
about that yellow. 

* .  

Q: And &at size of leaf is this? 

A: Oh, leaves as big as that thing right there. 

Q: Oh, that 's about fifteen inches long and about five or six inches 
wide? 

A: 'Ihey 'd be large at the bottm and as they e n t  up, the leaves ' d get 
smaller just like a cone, you knw, it's the way it'd grw. 

Q: Then after you gathered all those leaves, Wzlat did you do with them? 

A: Well, you don't gather the leaves, you cut the stalk. The top is 
already out of the plant. 'Ihey top it, and then you take the knife and 
split the stalk down t o  where yau m t  t o  cut it off. Then you go this 
way and cut it off, and then you cut your stalk of tobacco and all the 
leaves on the stalk. 

Q: l h n  Fazat goes with that? Does that have t o  be hung up? 

A: Oh yes. In those days they had tobacco barns and they =re just an 
open shed. B e y  had rails through there that p ' d  hang these sticks of 
tobacco on. In the field, you'd go d m  the raw and pick these stalks of 
tobacco and straddle them aver a stick, tobacco stick they called it, and 
that's h a t  you'd hang it on in the barn, You'd haul it in a flat bed 
wagon. 

Q: Jbw m y  horses did you have on your farm? 

A: About four down there, but when w cam here, m used 24 mles.  See 
on a slnall farm you didn't need too m y  horses. 


































































































































































