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Cbarlers Hill, Ink&amr. 

Q: Hrrw did you care to be in the military? 

A: A t  the the when I decided to +;rv thsmiliw as a jcb I w a s  
wrkirug in the Mago area after graduation fmm nurses training. A t  
t h a t ~ c u l a r p o ~ ; i n t i r a e I w a n t e d ~ m ~ v e m I w a s n ' t ~ s u r e  
where. I d i d n ~ t h a v e t h e f ~ d I w a s r a t h m ~ .  Sawof 
my feaafly had saved in the air force and I had an aunt a t  was a 
flight nurse. Sa I considered the possibilities of go- into the air 
f - a n d d s c i M a t W t i n r e ~ l d M l m a e ~ & ~ ~ d m a k s  
sumIgutthereandthery~dtakecareofmewhmIgotthese, so1 
decidsdtowyit. A t t h a t t i m e I M ~ b e r r y l ~ t h s ~  
partof ~ m i t e d s t a t e d d t h a t ' s ~ I w a r r t e d t o g o .  Then1 
w e n t i n a r k d g o t a s s i g n e d t o ~ a s ~ f i r s t b a s e .  

Q: When did you actually go into the sewice? 

A: I w m t  into the -ice in 1969. 

(2: Wha did yau first  find out that yau wuld be go* to Vietnam? 

A: A s a r a t r s e I s p e n t a ~ t e l y a y e a r m d a h a l f  inMonbm. A t  
~ t p o ~ I d e c i d s d I ~ l i l u e i t a r d I ~ a h e a d a n d s F g r w K Z ~ f o r  
am#8rtwoyears. 1 l m e w a t . u . l a t p o i n t t h a t I ~ d ~ l y g e t a n  
u v a m x l s - i w .  ~ W h e n I ~ ~ ~ f c n r e r l s e a s I W a s  
thinking of -, Japan, mayb Thdlarvjl ,  variaus places 1 h  that, 
I really had not even cons- the possibility of be* assigned to 
~ A s i a b e c a ~ I k n e w t h e r e ~ n O t v s r y m a n y ~ f ~ ~  - aver there and I redly Umqht were all volunteers. So 
at that poirrt I had nut had any experi~ll~e as far  as ccaabat nursing or 
m t y  care or mythhq like that. The year ard a half that I wars 
in Wmtma was in a --five bed haspital and the type of nursirag 
that I did was very general. That ms nay whole expr im a s  far as 
military. All of a sudden my orders cama Wmqh and I had less than 
a mth before I was actually suppsd to be in Danang. That meant 
that I had two &w to contime ~ 0 1 : m r  Then I imrnediataly start 
packing up my belm&qs and getting prepared to t a h  a leave so at 
least I would have sclrns &an= to be with my family before I left, It 
was a very big shodk at tlne the aru3 totaJ.1~ mexpcbd. 



A: I was -. I was Years old a t  the tb I 
mntcnrerthere. I thmghta t the the tha t~wasmtumard i twould  
be very easy to handle a situatian, ycru 3ackJt that I W d  be able to 
handle it well. But it was really very stressful. 

Q: Do ycru remaemd3er yerur first ~ r e s s i ~  arriving in Vietnam? 



-w N- 

a: What case? 

Q: When did yau see all that fur the fhst  th? 



A: As far as feeling that I was in a dangerrxls -tion the, r o c k t  
attacks were f r i g h w  for a while but DaMng was n o t d  to be the 
rocket: city. a while we wuld go in splls, samstimes we U d  
be hit wary night and you got of used to it and you got kind of 
lax. I think we did in crur atti-. We'd take caver d think. vou 
m, met of w tim it didn't h i t  and that was ttet,' i s  
f a r a r a t h e d a n g e r ~ I ~ t ~ a r e a ~ s o b i g t h a t t h s ~  
of in ary  dangeYrxls situation, it m l y  Eicared lac lxtt I thought 
Iwwldbeakay. MostofthetimeatnigMIwaseitherinmy 
~ o r 1 w a s a t ~ c l i n i c a n d i f I ~ ~ ~ I ~ 8 6 b u 8 y ~  
UlatIdFdmtthinkaboutthat.  I-mymirdWm~#~. -d id  
haveomepisode. Iwas~kir rgnightdutyandIwasworkir rgby 
myself and I me reqmmible for a fair mahr of pecple. I had 
p r o b b l y h a d a b a r t t e n ~ t w E c a l l ~ ~ m t ~ t I w a s  
respmslble for and we had a atrrall on me side IAat had 
about fifteen or twslty patients w i z p r a b l a n s .  Ihe other side 
had forty-five or f i w  casualties that were await- to get ah-a-vac 
toahoqitxalinJapnthenextday. Yau'rewarnedwhmthcmis 
trouble brewiq so that ycru that the 113relw of an attack 
mightbemre. W z t : I w a s ~ k h g .  T h e n e x t t h i n g I k n o w I ~ k i n d  
of thrawn up against a W l  and I thmght, Wh my W,lr saPnethirmg had 
hit-, h a s b e e n d a m a g e ~ ~ i t w a s v e r y ,  v e r y c l o s e 1 ~  
being an the floor. I h e w  the inrpact area was clcse. I lookad aut 
the windicrw and I saw fire. where we m located, as far as the 
hcepilxd facility was in an - where there was a lot of barracks. 
S h f w a s o n b y ~ f ~ ~ l e ~ t - h m t h s -  
&artirq -, etc. F@ople canu; frcm up front and said a 
kwmcb had Wkm a hit. I l3hk it just tmk one the to )acrw there 
w a s a ~ t h r a s b u i l d i r r g s ~ y ~ ~ w a s n o t h i r r g l e f t o f  it. 
1 t h ; f n k ~ t o a ~ e h i d e n t ~ ~ f o r d l l o f u s r e a l l y c h a n g e d c n u .  
ideas. I t h h k t h a t e r n s n i g h t m a d e a ~ d i f f ~ ~ ~ 6 8  
t h a t w a ~ l t h e f i r s t t i n w ! ~ t ~ h a d ~ ~ m ; n n y c a w z a l t i e ~ 1 m t h e  
baaeitsslf, ~~wellastakirrgadhecthitthat  justwipedouta 
building and all the m l e  in it. W e  were lucky it didnlt do mom 
but at that particular point our attitudes changed an3 we realized 
t h a t m a ~ w r s ~ t t o b e a l i W e b i t m o r e m ~ , w a ~ ~ t m d n .  
It kind of hit a. It- just a tramtic v i e m e  for all us 
and it m~ that all of us rambred anl -1y still do 
remar;enber. lht WB decided we -It in a situation that we CCUldn't 
rely on peaple to prate& us. That WB were just as infallible as 

else #xlld be and l3mt dmn@ au. whole attitude. 

A: As far as we were situated m the baae and our activities go 
the fiernaale~ had aur crwn W d S n g  d it was a relatively secure 



DANANG 

China Beach Orphange 



Wding. We f d  amelves in a situation that we worked shifts, we 
wrkd scarre 1- hmrs. We d ~,caae parivacy because of the 
-1- at nights and the rcrwdinsss that goesr m. -1e were 
~ h g r m d o o r s a r d t h i r s ~ ~ f t h i r r g ~ t r y ~ t o q e t i n t o ~  
buildlirw. W e  had mohbly me of the m3Bt secure buildiws. It was a 
tm &$y b ~ j l ~ t h a t  w b  i i d  it was private. -We did have 
aur awn bathroaras, thank gmdrms. So we felt fairly canfortable 
there. me ten or so of us that - assigned, we had very close 
guarterrs but we all got alorq ard the living situation was q u h  
tolerable. As far as aur job goes, the base in itself did not have a 
fu l l  mice hospital. We had a ' in a clinic wfiich we would 
try to take care of minor i l l n s s s e s ~ u r i e s  and this was forthe 
people on the a k  base because the size of it is a b m t  the s i z e  of a 
small t a m  when you cmsider probably five to swen thawan3 m l e .  
The other aspect of what we did is that we had wfiat is called a 
stashgunit. That unit, weware quippedto M e  up to about a 
hundred fi- -ties in the of being airrrvac out. We 
were~cwernightstation. Whatmdddobthatinhnarqthare 
ms a 95th A;lcmy Hospital awl it was a ful l  -ice bepital. When 
ths irpat ierbwcereadytobea irrrvacaut f i idsofVie tnmnthey  
U d  get patients ready arrd t h q  &d - to atr facility for 
sixham to -four haxm. We had a rwcse assigned to military air 
lift amnard that wmre reepmible for mkMtlg the f l i @ t  -. 
The p l m  wuld cae in. We would be respcazsible for going arrd 
gettirq the patienrts fmn the army hoepital, rn wmld unload, we m i l d  - that they - Cmfortable, w prcnrided ~~ and rnsdla9tim 
form-t. 'Ihemxtnmx&g, usually inthe ~ a r l y m ~ ,  
we wmld get  ths critically ill casualties in. They wwld be f l m  in 

helicopter and thm we wmld be respmible for them until the 
planes, the large C 1 4 l s ,  cmrre frcan the Irhillipines ard 

landed. A t  that particular pint  and tiffle we were mqmsible for 
px-eparirq all these casualties for flight. We muld load thesn all up 
an8putthemmtheairplmes. Thmtheywwldstartmtheirway 
~ l y t o g a r t : b a c k t o # t a t s s ~ .  W e a v e r a g e d ~ f r c a n t h i r t y  
to sixty on a paxrticular day. A t  when there was a lot of 
activitygoirq onwewmldm - g e t  the casualties on the 
airplans, w @ ~ d h a v e t o S t € l r t ~ ~ l D ~ i v e ~  
sixtyam. lZPBmostthatmhadinadaythat 1CQUldrermbrwa.s 
w e g u t a m a n d f i f t y .  Zhemweraomweekthathadbeen 
aceptimally bad up mrth and we had tahn a lot of casualties and so 

3 italsmre Pull. They had to s tar t  clear- a r t  the less critical 
Pa emband themscasrttootherhaepitals. WecaLzlddoa 
~ ~ f f t y ~ ~ ~ a d a y c m t h o e e p a r t i c u l a r & y s .  s""" It 
was very hectic. You might be talking abcrut three to four plane loads 
full  of casualties and isam of these plane loads would be going to, 
t he redgh tbemdee t ina t ions .  TherewasaburnunitinJapan. 
~ m i E & t b e g o i r r g t o C l a r k i n t h e F ' h i l i p p i n e s a n d ~ a l s o w w r t t o  
Guam. So in W days ym owld work ten hours, maybe up to eighteen 
hrsursif &be, eapaciallyif therewasnwmtherpmblemor 
mdnkmme prablem an the aircraft, because we had to have the staff 
to be thsre to tab m of a l l  these people & that's where the 
-lean ~lffnrn if m wwze undaer a alart status for possibility of 
atla&. We had a hm3rd fifQ of -18 that vie were 
mqxmdb18 for er good raaaa3er of .Ulslm, may have beell helpless, 
definitely d i n e d  ta tbk hd. lChls always was a problem at night 
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