
Preface  

This  manuscript is  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Henry Russel f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  on November 1, 1980. Linda Jet t  
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Tim Jones e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Mrs. Mi l l e r  
reviewed the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mrs. Louise M i l l e t  w a s  born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  1899. She is the  
wife  of a member whose family were t h e  founders  of t h e  church. She 
joined t h e  F i r s t  Congregational Church i n  1929. She w a s  an a c t i v e  member 
of t h e  church f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  Mrs. Miller taught  Sunday School, 
served on t h e  ded ica t ion  day committee, was pres iden t  of women's fe l lowship ,  
w a s  co-chairman of t h e  Christmas home tou r  of 1957 and was chairman of 
t h e  Board of Deaconesses. A t  t h e  time t h i s  i n t e rv i ew w a s  conducted, she  
was a member of Naomi Guild. 

Henry Russel is an employee of I l l i n o i s  B e l l  Telephone. He is a part-t ime 
s tudent  a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  majoring i n  History.  H e  has  been 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  own church 's  h i s t o r y  f o r  many years .  He undertook t h i s  
p r o j e c t  because he f e l t  t h a t  cap tu r ing  h i s  church 's  h i s t o r y  by doing 
numerous in te rv iews  of people whose membership spans a period before  t h e  
f i r e  of 1956 u n t i l  t h e  p re sen t  t i m e  would g ive  t h e  l i s t e n e r  and reader  a 
more comprehensive view of t h e  t o t a l i t y  of church membership. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is not  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed 
the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical 
without  permission in wr i t ing  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Louise Mil le r ,  Spr ingf i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  November 1, 1980. 

Henry Russel, Interviewer.  

Q: Mrs. Mil ler ,  when did you f i r s t  j o in  F i r s t  Congregational Church and 
why? 

A: Well, I joined i n  1929, I th ink  the  spr ing  of 1929 because i t  was my 
husband's church and had been h i s  church f o r  th ree  o r  four  generat ions 
before me. So I thought as long a s  he had a church and was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
it, I ' d  b e t t e r  belong t o  it. And I ' v e  never r eg re t t ed  it. I ' v e  made a 
l o t  of f r i ends  there .  

Q: What church had you been a f f i l i a t e d  with before? 

A: Westminster Church, Presbyterian.  

Q: Was t h a t  he re  i n  Spr ingf ie ld?  

A: I was married the re .  

Q :  Who was the  minis ter  of F i r s t  Congregational Church when you f i r s t  
joined? 

A: Reverend Pittman, Hudson Pittman. 

Q: A r e  you a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  he may have possessed 
t h a t  appealed t o  you? 

A: Yes, I can remember h i s  saying t h a t  t h e  reason he became a minis ter  
was because when he was a young boy, he had gone t o  a fune ra l  i n  the  town 
where he came from, someplace i n  Iowa I th ink ,  and they d idn ' t  have a 
minis ter .  They d idn ' t  have anybody t o  have a se rv ice  over t h e  grave. 
And he decided then and t h e r e  t h a t  he was going t o  be a minis ter  so never 
would tha t  happen t o  anyone he knew, t h a t  he would always be a b l e  t o  be 
the re  and be the  minis ter  and g ive  comfort t o  the  family when they needed 
it. And t h a t  made q u i t e  an impression on me. And he was l i k e  t h a t .  H e  
l i ked  people. And he had a good in t rospec t ion  of them. 

Q: I n  the e a r l y  days of your membership a r e  t h e i r  some events  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  s tand out  in  your mind a s  being important t o  the  l i f e  of the  church? 

A: In  the early days. Well, I belonged t o  about everything the re  was t o  
belong to.  No, making f r i ends ,  I guess. People were awfully n i c e  and I 
made a l o t  of f r i ends .  No, the re  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  anything d i f f e r e n t  o r  
outstanding one thing over another.  
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Q: What about s t a f f i n g  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  and f o r t i e s  compared t o  now? Did 
l a y  people c a r r y  much of a load? 

A: Well they must have. When Reverend Pittman was t h e  min i s t e r  I don ' t  
t h i n k  he ever  had a sec re t a ry .  H e  was it. There w a s  nobody t h e r e  a t  
all. He had an  o f f i c e  up on t h e  top  f l o o r  and t h e r e  was nobody. They 
had a n  o r g a n i s t  and a cho i r  d i r e c t o r .  But h i s  family,  Mrs. Pittman and 
the a i r l s .  d i d  an awful l o t  of c l e r i c a l  work f o r  him. And he w a s  t he  one w 

t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h e  Pa r i sh  V i s i t o r .  And he wrote and typed it. I don ' t  
t h ink  they had such th ings  a s  mimeographs. And h i s  family folded it and 
mailed i t - a n d  got  i t  out: H e  d id  it a l l  by himself .  H e  had no he lp  a t  
a l l  no t  even a s e c r e t a r y .  Mrs. Pittman was very  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  church. 

Q: A s  I understand i t ,  you helped i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  one t i m e .  Can you 
desc r ibe  what you did? 

A: I helped t r y  t o  br ing  peace between the  congregat ion and Reverend 
Manes. I d id  typing,  I got  ou t  t h e  church b u l l e t i n ,  I d i d  r e g u l a r  s e c r e t a r i a l  
work. Then I worked t h e  t h r e e  months t h a t  Reverend Janes  was our  pas to r .  
And then with D r .  Myers I f i n i s h e d  up a l l  t h e  records  t h a t  I could and 
resigned. I understand t h a t ' s  t he  t h ing  t o  do anyway. 

Q: Have you ever  been a Sunday School teacher?  

A: Y e s .  

Q: Do you remember what t he  age group of t h e  c h i l d r e n  were? 

A: Mostly seven and e i g h t  yea r s  o ld .  They were boys and g i r l s .  

Q: What was Sunday School l ike  i n  those days? 

A: It was h e c t i c .  ( l augh te r )  We had a room u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e  back of t h e  
p a r i s h  house and t h e r e  was a back stairs t h a t  l ead  from t h a t  room down 
onto t h e  s t age .  And i f  I d i d n ' t  keep those  c h i l d r e n  i n t e r e s t e d  every 
minute, they were e i t h e r  down under t h e  t a b l e ,  we s a t  around a t a b l e ,  
f i g h t i n g  o r  running up and down those  s t a i r s .  And once i n  a whi le  I 
could g e t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and they were d a r l i n g  ch i ldren .  And I d i d  
enjoy it but  I was worn ou t  when t h e  time w a s  over.  It was a l i t t l e  
hard.  We had t e a c h e r ' s  meetings and we were t o l d  what t o  teach.  I had a 
book t h a t  I took the  l e s sons  from. 

Q: Married Couples Club is  a popular group i n  t h e  church. Did you ever  
belong t o  t h a t  group? 

A: Yes, we d id .  That was when I f i r s t  joined the  church. It was f i r s t  
c a l l e d  t h e  Young Married Peoples Club. And then  some of us  began t o  be 
no t  so  young so  we j u s t  c a l l e d  it t h e  Married People Club. W e l l ,  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  i f  t h e r e ' s  anyone t h e r e  now. I imagine Marian and Rynie 
belonged t o  it when they came t o  t o m .  And t h e  Clarks t h a t  l i v e  ou t  i n  
Ca l i fo rn i a  were very a c t i v e  i n  it. And Loreine Broeker 's mother and 
f a t h e r  and he r  aunt  and uncle ,  E the l  and Buck B a l l .  W e  had a l o t  of fun. 
we'd meet f o r  d inner  and I c a n ' t  remember whether somebody cooked t h e  
d inner  o r  whether it  was potluck.  And then  we would p lay  games o r  j u s t  
have fun afterwards. It was a very  a c t i v e  group f o r  a long time. 
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Q :  Forefather 's  Day dinners  have been observed i n  our church f o r  many, 
many years. Have they always been known by t h i s  name? 

A: Formally,   ore father's Day dinner,  but it  has always been ca l l ed  the  
New England dinner. And it was a N e w  England dinner because our fo re fa the r s  
landed i n  New England. And so t h a t ' s  why i t  was c a l l e d  the  New England 
dinner, but the  r e a l  name was Forefather 's .  And it was ce lebra t ing  t h e  
landing of the  Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock. 

Q :  Would you reminisce with us about the  dinner i n  the  old church a t  
F i f t h  and Edwards compared with how the  dinners a r e  served now? 

A: You mean t h e  New England dinner? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Well the  dinner was standard. It was always the  same. And they had 
t h i s  steam table t h a t  I t o l d  you so  they could cook th ings  and keep them 
hot  i n  t h i s  steam t a b l e  which was i n  a serving room between the  ki tchen 
and the  dining room. But the  dinner consisted of turkey,  mashed potatoes,  
and a number of the  women would go down the  day before and make cranberry 
sauce, whole cranberr ies .  I th ink they s t i l l  do, don' t  they? And r e l i s h e s ,  
a p l a t e  of r e l i s h e s  which was o l ives .  And a former minis ter ,  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name, but one who had been the re  before I joined the  church, 
always sen t  them a g rea t  b ig  keg of olives f o r  years  and years. And they 
had them a t  t h e  New England dinner along with radishes  and p ickles .  But 
no sa lad .  And t h i s  New England pudding. We s t i l l  c a l l  it the  New England 
pudding. And coffee.  And i t  took an awful l o t  of the  women working the  
day before and t h a t  day. Now the  turkeys a r e  farmed out ,  aren't they? 
Well, a t  t h a t  time they were cooked down the re  and s l i c e d  and kept warm, 
s l i c e d  ahead of time and kept warm i n  the  steam table .  The Nelchs donated 
the  whole steam t a b l e  o u t f i t  and i t  was a wonderful help. They always 
had a speaker. He always spoke on our fo re fa the r s  u n t i l  we got t o  know 
a l l  about the  fo re fa the r s .  Aside from t h a t  they ' re  very much the  same. 

Q: What were the  war years  of the  f o r t i e s  l i ke  i n  the  church? 

A: I haven't  any idea.  I don' t  remember any c u t s  i n  sa lary .  I have no 
idea.  I was busy r a i s i n g  Rich I guess. 

Q: Have the re  been any humorous inc idents  i n  your a s soc ia t ion  with the  
church t h a t  a r e  r e c a l l a b l e  and repeatable t h a t  you would like t o  share? 

A: Well the  young people and i t  was c a l l e d  the  ~ . ~ . ' e r s  had t h i s  Halloween 
party.  And they were a l l  j u s t  having fun. And it  was during the  ministry 
of Reverend Manes. And they had a colored j an i to r .  And he was a n ice  
old man, he was f ine .  He had been the  minis ter  I bel ieve  up here a t  
Westminster Church. And they made an e f f i g y  of a black man, l i f e  s i z e ,  
and they put a rope around h i s  neck and they hung i t  up between the  
doors, between t he  door leading i n t o  what was c a l l e d  the  pine room and 
the  h a l l  I think.  And the  next morning when he came t o  work, he came 
f i r s t ,  he found i t  the re ,  and i t  j u s t  scared him t o  death because he 
thought they meant it f o r  him, t h a t  they were going t o  s t r i n g  him up. 
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That wasn't too funny. He went t o  h i s  bishop about i t  and the  bishop 
c a l l e d  our minis ter .  And of course the  minis ter  d idn ' t  know anything 
about it. 

Q: I f  I mention the  da te  Monday, November 11, 1956 what comes t o  your 
mind? 

A .  The f i r e .  

Q: D i d  you witness the  f i r e ?  

A: Y e s ,  I did.  I was one of t h a t  crowd. Ken ca l l ed  up from the  bank 
and sa id ,  "The church i s  on f i r e . "  And I c a l l e d  severa l  people. We 
walked, we d i d n ' t  take cars .  And yes,  I witnessed the  whole th ing.  
People stood the re  crying. And Helen Stephens, she w i l l  t e l l  you t h i s  
h e r s e l f ,  we had j u s t  got ten  a new s i l v e r  communion s e t .  Some people by 
the  name of Schrader I bel ieve  had given it t o  us. And we were r e a l  
proud of it. And it was new. And i t  was kept i n  the  c l o s e t  i n  the  h a l l  
j u s t  ins ide  the  door. And Helen and somebody e l s e ,  but  Helen went i n  and 
rescued the  communion s e t .  And she went through a l o t  of smoke t o  ge t  
i t .  And I ' v e  always kind of admired Helen f o r  having done t h a t .  

Q: Did you f e e l  a t  any point  t h a t  the  building would be saved? 

A: No. By the  time I got  the re  the  smoke was pouring out  of the  roof 
and s h o r t l y  af terwards the  roof f e l l  i n .  And t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  rose  window 
i n  the  f r o n t ,  i t  tells about it  i n  t h a t  book I gave you. The s t a ined  
g l a s s  was, I don' t  know the  word, it was made by some very famous a r t i s t .  
I th ink h i s  name was Millet. Not Edna Vicent Millet. But i t  was a very 
famous piece of g lass .  And people went down the re  and picked up pieces 
and severa l  of the  women made ash t rays  out  of them. And they were the re  
in the  church f o r  a long time. I th ink  Marian to ld  me they a l s o  made 
some of these l i t t l e  window . . . 
Q: Was the re  any quest ion about any of the  surrounding buildings burning 
such a s  the  Knights of Columbus building t o  the  e a s t  o r  across the  s t r e e t  
the  Vachel Lindsay Home? 

A: No, not  across  the  street but the re  was a house r i g h t  next t o  the  
south t h a t  T th ink  they were very concerned about burning, And the  
people who l ived the re  were concerned too but i t  didn ' t .  But the  firemen 
worked t o  keep i t  from spreading. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  what your f ee l ings  were? 

A: W e l l  j u s t  mostly kind of numb I think. To Ken, my husband, i t  meant 
an end of an era r e a l l y  because the  new church has r e a l l y  never been t o  
him what the  old church was. H e  was ra i sed  there ,  h i s  mother and f a t h e r  
were married there ,  and it meant a l o t  t o  him. The fee l ings  on h i s  p a r t  
were much more than mine. I was too new. I was sorry  and I l iked the  
church but it  was j u s t  another th ing i n  my l i f e .  

Q :  Do you remember any o ther  conversations with o the r s  and how they 
f e l t ?  
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A: They a l l  f e l t  about the  same as we did and how were we going t o  r a i s e  
the  money t o  build a new church and where were we going t o  build i t .  
They had severa l  meetings deciding where it was bes t  t o  bui ld  the  church. 
And then they had a fundraising d r ive ,  they h i red  a man from out  of town 
t o  do t h a t .  The f i r s t  th ing  they d i d ,  I don' t  know who they asked, 
d i f f e r e n t  people. Who could give a thousand d o l l a r s ?  So everybody t h a t  
gave a thousand d o l l a r s ,  t he  man got a red t i e  and the  woman got a red 
sca r f .  And I ' ve  s t i l l  got  t h e  sca r f .  We gave them I th ink eleven hundred 
d o l l a r s  and I ' m  su re  Ken d i d n ' t  wear the  red t i e  because he had red hair.  
But I ' v e  s t i l l  got the  red s c a r f .  And t h a t  was supposed t o  be an honor 
and t o  make other  people want t o  do the  same. And I th ink  it worked 
because when they saw a l l  these  people t h a t  had given t h i s  much money 
then a l o t  more did the  same. They gave very generously toward the  
building of the  church and of course we did  have insurance. 

Q: Was the  cause of the  f i r e  ever discovered? 

A: It was suspected. There was a young boy, maybe eleven, twelve years  
o ld ,  wandering around i n  the  basement. I don' t  know who saw him, most 
l i k e l y  the  j an i to r .  And I th ink he most l i k e l y  t o l d  him t o  ge t  out .  
Well he d idn ' t  ge t  out .  He went i n t o  the  kitchen. And t h a t ' s  the  l a s t  
they h o w  about where he was. But they th ink he was playing with matches 
i n  the  kitchen. They th ink i t  was t h i s  young boy. They don' t know. 

Q: Was anything salvaged from the  f i r e ?  

A: The communion s e t .  A bench. There's one church bench t h a t ' s  i n  the  
h a l l  of the new church the re  by the  pa r lo r  and a couple of plaques. And 
I th ink they ' re  aga ins t  the  w a l l  r i g h t  behind the  pew i n  honor of M r .  
Tracey. They were some of the  o r i g i n a l  founders of the  church. I bel ieve  
they ' re  there.  Yes, the re  a r e  a few things.  D r .  Myers salvaged some of 
h i s  l i b r a r y  but he l o s t  an awful l o t .  A s  f a r  a s  I know the re  r e a l l y  
wasn't nothing else salvaged. 

Q: Were many o f f e r s  extended t o  our church f o r  use of f a c i l i t i e s  while 
we were without a building? 

A: Many, many. People were most kind. St.  John's Lutheran. We had a 
l o t  of meetings there.  Wednesday night  suppers. Westminster, we had 
meetings a t  Westminster Church. And the  most generous was the  Temple. 
We held  Sunday se rv ices  the re  a l l  t he  time they were building the  new 
church. The only provision was a f t e r  Sunday School, Nan Spindel taught 
Sunday School and she ' s  the  one t h a t  to ld  me,  a f t e r  Sunday School on 
Sunday a l l  p i c tu res  of Jesus  must be taken down. Because Nan sa id  one 
Sunday they forgot  t o  do i t  and the  l i t t l e  Jewish k ids  came i n  and sa id ,  
"Who's t h a t ?  Who's that?' '  And so  a f t e r  t h a t  i t  was a s t r i c t  order  t h a t  
a l l  those p i c t u r e s  must be removed, which was okay. But they were very,  
very generous. And i n  r e t u r n  our church gave them and I guess i t ' s  s t i l l  
the re  i n  I would c a l l  i t  t h e  narthex,  the  entrance,  a b ig  s t a t u e  of 
Moses. Wave you seen i t ?  Our church gave i t  t o  them i n  g ra t i tude .  

Q: Why was t h e  Temple chosen over these  o ther  churches? 
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A: Because they had t h e i r  se rv ices  on Saturday and the  church was ava i l ab le  
on Sunday. 

Q: The very next Sunday a f t e r  the  f i r e  our congregation had i ts  se rv ices  
a t  Temple B'Rith Sholom. What was t h a t  morning l ike? 

A: I th ink it was p r e t t y  sad. I th ink most people were i n  more o r  less 
a s t a t e  of shock. There wasn't r e a l l y  much fee l ing  a t  a l l .  There was a 
f ee l ing  of closeness t o  each o ther .  W e  f e l t  l i k e  we had a l l  gone through 
the  same sad experience. But the re  was no gossiping o r  t a lk ing  o r  anything. 
It was ser ious .  

Q: The closeness of the  fel lowship between Temple B'Rith Sholom and 
F i r s t  Congregational Church goes back a number of years ,  Could you give 
any background on t h i s ?  

A: Well, except t h a t  i t  was due t o  Reverend Pittman. He was very broad 
minded and f e l t  t h a t  a l l  men were brothers  and we should c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  
f r iendship .  And the  Rabbi's name a t  t h a t  time was Snyder I bel ieve.  And 
he and M r .  Pittman got  t o  be good f r iends .  And I th ink he was asked then 
t o  come and preach a t  our church. And i n  r e tu rn  he asked t h a t  M r .  Pittman 
t o  preach a t  t h e i r  Temple which I ' m  sure  he must have done. I wasn't 
there.  And t h a t  f r iendship  continued. And then Abramowitz became the  
Rabbi and t h e i r  rabbis  are very w e l l  educated and i n t e l l i g e n t  men. And 
he preached a t  our church every year u n t i l  he r e t i r e d .  Maybe he s t i l l  
does. Now they have a new rabbi .  I don' t  h o w  him. But i t  was through 
the  e f f o r t s  of Reverend Pittman. And our church is not  a narrow minded 
church. It's broad minded. And they accepted i t  very w e l l .  

Q: Did we pay f o r  any of the  se rv ices  t h a t  we used a t  the  Temple such as 
e l e c t r i c i t y  . . . 
A: I don't  know but I th ink  we did.  I r e a l l y  don' t  know but  I th ink  we 
did. I t ' d  be only r i g h t ,  wouldn't i t ?  I don' t  know but  1 th ink  we did.  

Q: Were we allowed t o  use our Chr i s t i an  symbols a t  the  Temple such a s  
the  cross ,  the  Bible? 

A: During the  Sunday t h a t  we had services ,  yes but they must be removed. 

Q: Were weddings of our church members and funera l s  held a t  t h e  Temple? 

A: No. Funerals were mostly held a t  the  funera l  home, Boardmans. The 
Boardmans were members of our church. Weddings, Mary Spindel was married 
during t h a t  t i m e  and she was married i n  the  chapel of the  F i r s t  Presbyterian 
Church. And t h a t ' s  the  only wedding I can remember. I f  there  were they 
would have been held ia places  l i k e  tha t .  F i r s t  Presbyterian had a n ice  
new chapel and they offered  i t  t o  us f o r  such th ings .  

Q: How soon a f t e r  the  shock of the  f i r e  did the  congregation take  s t e p s  
necessary t o  plan f o r  t h e  fu tu re?  

A: Almost immediately I would say. Now t h a t ' s  an educated guess. I 
would say within six weeks. 
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Q: I suppose one of the  f i r s t  of the  major decisions t o  be made was 
whether the re  would be a rebui ld ing on the  old s i te  on F i f t h  and Edwards 
o r  move somewhere e l s e .  Can you share how t h i s  decis ion  was reached? 

A: Well, i t  was reached by a meeting of the  congregation and a consensus 
of f e e l i n g  t h a t  more of our members l ived  i n  the  southwest p a r t  of town 
than anyplace e l s e .  And t h a t  it  wasn't necessary t o  have church downtown 
and t h a t  i t  be more important t o  have church located near t o  where the  
majori ty of t h e  people l ived.  That was the  main reason. 

Q: Did t h i s  decis ion  take a long time? 

A: No, it didn ' t .  Now Hurshel Bartscht  was chairman. I r a t h e r  imagine 
i t  was made by the  bui ld ing committee o r  whatever they ca l l ed  it. 

Q: There w e r e  many committees under the  genera l  chairman of the  new 
building committee. You served on the  dedicat ion day committee. Could 
you share  some o r  your remembrances of the  work of t h i s  group? 

A: Well, I was on the  group ca l l ed  the  social  group committee, And 
Helen Stephens was the  chairman. But I don't  remember any p a r t  t h a t  we 
took i n  the  dedicat ion of the  church. In f a c t  I don' t  th ink  we were 
here. I th ink we  were v i s i t i n g  Rich. That committee with Helen a s  
chairman did an awful l o t  of work. W e  went t o  S t .  Louis, we went t o  a 
number of towns around here,  we went t o  Congregational churches, we went 
t o  S t .  Aloysius out  here,  talked t o  the  a r c h i t e c t  a l o t ,  who was Hadley, 
and interviewed people i n  d i f f e r e n t  churches. We planned the  ki tchen and 
the  serving room. And wanted the  dining room not  t o  be noisy and so they 
had t h i s  noiseproof c e i l i n g  and you can hardly hear anything down the re  
now. That' s why. 

Q: Were there  many buyers f o r  the  o ld  church s i t e ?  

A: 1 don' t  how. I f  the re  were evident ly  I wasn't i n t e res ted .  

Q: Do you remember how much the  land was sold  fo r?  

A: No, I don't .  

Q: And now might be appropr ia te  t o  t a l k  about f inance and how fundraising 
was involved. Did we have a fundraising organizat ion t h a t  came i n  t o  
help us  during t h i s  fundraising? 

A: They hi red  a man from out  of town who was a profess ional  fundra iser  
f o r  churches and o ther  buildings.  And h e ' s  the  one t h a t  I to ld  you got  
the  people together  t o  see how many could give a thousand d o l l a r s  apiece 
and gave out  the  neckt ies  and the  red sca r f s .  And t h a t  encouraged o the r  
people t o  do the  same. I th ink  the  money came i n  q u i t e  r ead i ly  and 
handily. The people were generous. They rea l i zed  the  need and they gave 
us  much a s  they could which was a l o t .  

Q: Do you happen t o  remember what t h i s  man's name was? 
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A: No, I never did know. I f  I did  i t  d i d n ' t  mean anything. 

Q: Did the  congregation have t o  r a i s e  the  t o t a l  cos t  of the  building i n  
i ts  drive? 

A: No, they had a mortgage on the  building f o r  some time. And they 
a l l o t t e d  so much t o  pay i t  off  each year ,  something l i k e  $5,000. And 
they f i n a l l y  got  it  paid off  but  I wouldn't know when. About t h a t  time 
they had t o  put a mortgage on i t  again when they put the  extension on. 

Q: Was the re  a c e n t r a l  theme o r  slogan used during the  fund dr ive?  

A: Onward Thru Ashes o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Do you happen t o  remember who the  person was t h a t  came up with t h i s  
slogan? 

A: D r .  Myers. Onward Thru Ashes, t h a t  was maybe not  exact ly  r i g h t  but 
almost. It 's on one of these  p ic tu res .  

Q: Who w a s  chosen a s  a r c h i t e c t s  of the  new building? 

A: Bryant Hadley. 

Q: Why were they chosen? 

A: Well, they most l i k e l y  gave low bid.  I don' t  th ink  he had any p a r t i c u l a r  
f r i e n d s  i n  the  church. H e  was a good a r c h i t e c t .  He had a good name. I 
don't  know. I r a t h e r  imagine h i s  business was most acceptable. I s n ' t  
t h a t  usually the  reason? 

Q: Were the re  any s p e c i a l  g i f t s  given f o r  the  new building outs ide  of 
the  ones from the  members? 

A: Not t h a t  I know of .  You mean people who weren't members of the  
church? 

Q: Possibly, yes. 

A: W e l l ,  no t  t h a t  I know of but the re  could have been. I know a l o t  of 
people a t  t h a t  t i m e  l e f t  money t o  the  church i n  t h e i r  w i l l s .  And i t  was 
about t h a t  time t h a t  the  memorial committee was formed. It was not  
supposed t o  be spent.  It was suppose t o  build up and the  i n t e r e s t  from 
t h i s  fund used f o r  expenses. But a t  t h a t  time they needed so many th ings  
t h a t  they have always used it f o r  current  necess i t i e s .  

Q: In Apr i l  1957 when the  a r c h i t e c t ' s  preliminary plans were presented 
were people i n  favor of t h e  design? 

A: Oh, very much so. Now maybe I ' m  speaking f o r  myself. They d idn ' t  
want a contemporary building l i k e  the  F i r s t  Methodist Church o r  anything 
so modern. They wanted a typ ica l  New England Congregational church and 
t h a t ' s  what t h i s  is. And i t  is modeled t o  a c e r t a i n  extent  on St.  Aloysius 
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Catholic Church out  on Sangamon Avenue only i t 's  a l o t  bigger. I th ink 
we went through it. 

Q: Do you remember i f  a vote  was taken on t h i s  design o r  not? 

A: No, I don' t  remember but I would th ink the re  would have been. I 
r e a l l y  don't  know. I would think t h a t  would have been more o r  l e s s  up t o  
Hurshel and the  building committee. But the re  was no d issent ion .  

Q: Were the re  any problems i n  the  bui ld ing of the  church such a s  s t r i k e s ,  
shortage of building mater ia ls ,  e t c . ?  

A: No s t r i k e s .  There weren't any problems t h a t  I know of.  I h o w  
Stouts  gave us the  si lverware . 
Q: Would you say our membership grew, stayed the  same o r  declined during 
the  period we d idn ' t  have our own building? 

A: It d idn ' t  grow. I would say i t  stayed the  same. 

Q: Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the groundbreaking ceremonies on October 27 ,  
1957 a t  Bates and Cherry? 

A: I th ink we were down i n  Lou i sv i l l e  v i s i t i n g  Rich, no. And I was 
sorry  we d idn ' t  ge t  t o  i t .  

Q: Do you remember what the  a rea  looked l i k e  where the  new church was 
going t o  be b u i l t ?  

A: No, I don' t .  Yes, I do. It had a b ig  d i t c h  along the  base and the  
Woodruffs l ived r i g h t  across  the  street and everybody t h a t  ever went t o  
v i s i t  t he  Woodruffs were scared t o  death t h a t  they were going t o  back 
i n t o  the  d i tch .  And over where the  church was j u s t  l o t s  of odds and ends 
of trees and what have you. Not necessar i ly  weeds but  trees and overgrowth. 
But t h i s  d i t c h  is  what we a l l  remember. I t 's  s t i l l  the re  t o  a c e r t a i n  
extent .  

Q: Do you have any idea  where the  shovel is t h a t  was used during the  
ceremony? 

A: No, we did have a p ic tu re  of it. No, I have no idea. D r .  Myers 
might know. 

Q: I 've  heard the  expression "BF member." What does it mean? 

A: Before the  f i r e .  

Q: Within the  t o t a l  membership now would you say BF members a r e  s t i l l  
f a i r l y  representa t ive?  

A: No. No, I wouldn't. Not a s  f a r  a s  a c t i v i t y  on boards. They're a l l  
qu i t e  a b i t  o lder  now and they had a l o t  of new members. No, I would say 
the re  a r e  not. They should be t o  a c e r t a i n  extent  because they've had a 
l o t  more experience i n  building and running a church, 
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Q: You probably remember well t h e  famous Christmas home tou r  of 1957. 

A: Yes, I do. There 's  a l l  t h e  p i c tu re s .  They had s i x  homes, members of 
our  church. And they charged a c e r t a i n  amount, I f o r g e t  how much bu t  i t  
was a l o t  a t  t h a t  time but  i t  w a s  about two d o l l a r s .  And these  people 
decorated t h e i r  homes. One was Helena, t h e  D i l t s '  home. Another was 
Martha Helen Nelch's. And another  one was the ~ o l l a n ' s .  Mrs. Cowdin, 
Mabel Byerly,  and I s a b e l l a  Bradford. And they were d i f f e r e n t .  The homes 
were q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  s t y l e .  It w a s  a g r e a t  success .  We made a l o t  of 
money. And we were t h e  f i r s t  group t o  have a home tou r  and a f t e r  t h a t  
every group i n  town had one. 

Q: Do you remember what your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was i n  t h i s  b i g  p r o j e c t ?  

A: I th ink  I was p res iden t  of women's fe l lowship  a t  t h e  time. I don ' t  
remember being very respons ib le .  I was co-chairman. M r s .  Kenneth Mi l l e r  
and Mrs. E. C. Lindquist  were co-chairman. And they so ld  candy and 
cookies  and d i f f e r e n t  t h ings  a t  one of t h e  p laces .  People made i t ,  
breads and so  f o r t h .  Made a l o t  of money the re .  

Q: Did women's fe l lowship  make a l a r g e  p r o f i t  o f f  of t h i s ?  

A: W e  thought i t  was a l a r g e  p r o f i t .  I don ' t  suppose i t  would be a 
l a r g e  p r o f i t  now. Yes, they made a l l  they had expected to .  

Q: Do you remember what i t  w a s  used f o r ?  

A: Most l i k e l y  f o r  t h e  upkeep of t h e  s o c i a l  room, t h e  p a r l o r ,  That 
always been our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The p a r l o r  and t h e  k i tchen ,  t h e  d in ing  
room. It was mostly used f o r  n e c e s s i t i e s  i n  t h e  k i tchen .  We a l s o  made 
a n  annual pledge t o  t h e  church. The women's fel lowship.  

Q: On A p r i l  12, 1961 ou r  congregat ion voted t o  a f f i l i a t e  with t h e  United 
Church of Chr is t .  Was it hard t o  sel l  t h i s  i dea  t o  t h e  congregation? 

A: Not t o  our  congregation. That was t h e  E and R church, wasn't i t ?  
The pension system f o r  t h e  min i s t e r s  of t h e  two churches w a s  very  d i f f e r e n t .  
One of t h e  pension systems w a s  much more generous than t h e  o the r .  And 
t h e  one who had t h e  most generous pension system, t h e  min i s t e r ,  he ld  back 
f o r  q u i t e  a while  on t h e  merger bu t  it f i n a l l y  went through. I 

Q: H a s  t h e  Sunday morning worship s e r v i c e  remained nea r ly  t h e  same 
throughout your membership? 

A: Well, t h e  cho i r  changed, t h e  cho i r  d i r e c t o r  has  changed, t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
have changed and t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of a l l  those  people come through. But 
t h e  fundamental order  of t h e  s e r v i c e  hasn ' t  changed. 

Q: When you th ink  of Christmas i n  t h e  church are t h e r e  any t r a d i t i o n s  
t h a t  are maintained by our congregation? 

A: W e 1 1  I t h i n k  t h e  whi te  g i f t s  s e r v i c e  is a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t ' s  w e l l  
worthwhile. 
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Q: What i s  the  white g i f t s  service?  

A: Well, they have a ceremony i n  the  sanctuary,  do you remember " ~ o v e  
the  Lamb?'' Well t h a t  was the  white g i f t s  se rv ice  t h a t  year.  Usually it 
consis ted  of a navi ty  scene of some kind with the  wisemen and the  shepherds 
and so f o r t h .  And then everybody came up t o  the  chancel with g i f t s .  And 
they were sen t  a letter ahead of t i m e ,  we usual ly  provided th ings  f o r  a 
c e r t a i n  number of fami l ies .  And we  were a l l  to ld  what they needed. And 
they were suppose t o  be wrapped i n  white t i s s u e  paper, t h a t ' s  why it was 
ca l l ed  white g i f t s .  And then of course a l o t  of people who d idn ' t  have 
those th ings  t h a t  were needed would give money, checks. And they had a 
committee t h a t  bought the  things t h a t  were needed. And the  very next day 
they would s o r t  out  what they got and s t a r t  de l ive r ing  them t o  these  
people. I s t i l l  th ink i t 's  a very worthwhile projec t .  

Q: I n  the  r a i s i n g  of funds t o  undergird the  budget is  it any e a s i e r  o r  
more d i f f i c u l t ?  

A: Well, I th ink  it must be more d i f f i c u l t .  They never s e e m  t o  have 
enough. And I don' t  know whether they have more t rouble  r a i s i n g  i t  o r  
not.  I th ink  they do. They usual ly  come up with a d e f i c i t  and have t o  
change the  budget i n  a c e r t a i n  way. And they usually draw on c e r t a i n  
funds, don' t  they? I th ink  i t 's  more d i f f i c u l t .  I th ink  the  reason is 
t h a t  more is expected, more and more. 

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: How a r e  women's a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  church organized? 

A: They're not very w e l l  organized, a r e  they? The women's fel lowship 
was the  top body and the  gui ld  operated more o r  less under the  su rve i l l ance  
of the  women's fellowship. And each gui ld  r a i sed  money i n  t h e i r  own 
individual  ways and gave so much money t o  the  women's fellowship. And 
the  women's fel lowship always made a pledge t o  the  church and t o  the  
church budget, But I be l i eve  i t  was Thelma Myers, and 1 could be wrong 
here,  but  I bel ieve  i t  was Thelma t h a t  said t h a t  we should ge t  away from 
t h a t  and use our money f o r  women's work and th ings  outs ide  the  budget. 
And I bel ieve  we d id  do t h a t .  I don' t  know. 

Q: Do you belong t o  any of the  gui lds  today? 

A: Well, I guess I belong t o  t h e  Naomi Guild. I haven't  been the re  
recent ly .  But they'd take my money i f  I gave i t  t o  them I ' m  sure.  
That 's t h e  only one. 

Q: How of ten  do gui lds  m e e t  i n  the  church? 

A: I bel ieve  they each meet once a month. 

Q: Are o f f i c e r s  hard t o  find? 










