
Judp W i l l -  D. CarxJay was barn Sepkxhr 13, 1899 in $pringfield, 
Illmois. He a- St. Maryfs Grade S-1 and Sprinsfield High 
Sclrool. JWge Omvmy graduated fmm Geomplmm U n i m i t y  in 
W-, D.C. atd Llru#ln College of Law in Sprixlrgfield, Illinois. 
He was elected police magistrate in 1936, subsequerrtly ccrunty 
judge unt i l  his mthemmt 351 1976. He died on Feburary 27,  1986. 

In her m ~ m a i r  of Judge mmmy, his niece, Dwvla m l m y  Miller, is 
recalling the Judgefs attitude taward his jab, family ard S p r w i e l d ,  
Illinnis. H i s  attitude lmmrd politicfi was straight-faxmlxl and 
IEUZW. H i s  par&c3llal btemsb were fw; he lived only for his jab. 

Tan Nolan grew up in Sprinsfield, Illinois and at- Spr 
High S&ml, Sprinsfidld Junior a l l e g e  eLnd I l lh i s  Qollegs Tidd 
Jackslcrrnrille, Illhis. He received a BA degree fran Illinois C o l l e g e  
in 1952 wim a major in mid Science. Mr. Nolan is emplqed by 
the State of Illinoi~, D e p r h m t  of Immme as an analyst. Prior 
to th is ,  h e e p e r r t 3 0 y e a r s ~ r ~ a n t h e ~ ~ s i d e o f  
ths h=wance I r u s ~ .  U August 1983, M r .  Nolan decided to return 
to college as a cerndiab for a Master's D q r e  in Public History. H e  
is w i e d  ard the father of one san an3 -ather of M. 

~ o f t . h e ~ h i s t o r y = i r ~ d b e a r i n m j n d ~ t i t k a  
bm.nsmipt of the s p k n  word, & that the *iewer, -tor and 
*tor to the informal, mmemat imal  that is 

in snrch hhtarfdl  scrurc#s. Saqamm S a t e  Wniversity is not 
mprmible  for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for vi- 
q ~ ~ ; t h a s e ~ f o r t h s ~ t o j r ' l d 9 e .  
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DoJrna Mil l - ,  sprrinsfield, Illinois, 29, 1986. 

Q: m, a d  you, to begin wi th ,  do n little hdgrmn3 cm your 
famuy and yawself? 

Q: Prior to. 

A: Prior to. Okay, I'm the, I gueee, fanth yangest of nine. My 
mother, who had been married care prior to marryhq nry Fathar, had 
t h r e e d . l i l d r e n a n i u h e n s h e d i d m a n y m y f a t h e r s h a ~ t ~  
t h r e e d . l i l d r e n ~ t k b e ~ i a g e m d t h a r r r y f a ~ ~ m t h e r  
-y had six more children an8 a.1- three of my-two 
brothars d o m  sister are I guess y m  wmld call them half-hmthem 
andahalf-tsbbr,t~lestill-ideratrfdytobeh~hildren 
~ n e w e r ~ ~ o n m a d e ~ t h e o c l r r w a y ~ t a n d t h e  
Brerrnans-it's all jwt:-ipeople say to ms, are ycru Rma Brmm ard I 
a n s w e r y a s j u s t a s t h e y w o u l d s a y a r e y c u ~ C o v a y ~ ,  youlawr, 
therela no dhtkkion. 



Q: Aria ycxx laenrtimed St. Palzick's Churchwhj,& is alnrost a 
of yerur life. 

Q: Ftight. me. And he was h t  r e l a t h  to Judge Caauay? 

A: Brother* 

Q: Brcuther. Was ycur father -here in sprirrsfield? 

A: Yes. 

Q: wheewas he educated? 

A: I@ father? He was educated at St. Mary's Catholic Grade School 
~ a t ~ a n d ~ a r d w w t t o ~ i n s f i e l . d ~ s c h o 0 1 .  
Did mt graduate, I am sure. I think maybe he was a sophmoxe. 

Q: Saw place ynur father was? 

A: Yes, he did graduate, Tmn, frm-the Judge was educated at 
St. Mary's and Wmxgh sam illness, I dantt hm if it was rheumatic 
feveror~wasglmeprnblemtheaawhentheJudgerwsingrade 
school, b t  he had to sit out a ample of years at home so he was a 
little bit  hehM the kids of his own age in school. But, yp,  he was 
educated in Sprensfield at St. m ' s  and went an to Springfield High 
school-asamtkcof factheservd, Ithink, as theedi torof  
their Springfield High School Iwwsppr. 
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8: W- he active Fn school sports? 

A: I d d  say yes. He took great pride in that I kmw in later 
p a r s *  He ta lkEdabu t tha t ,  thathewas, yaulaerw, self-madeand 
self-educatd antl thi.rqs like that. -, I do he did spend 
time in M&iq&m, D.C. whare he mrk,sd aa a newspaper also and while 
he MIS going t h x g h  college, but I don% knuw, I warvt to say 

University, but I'm not sure of that. 

A: -, D.C. 

A: I WrXZld have to say yes in that he had a very, letls see, in 1936 
the Judge became Palice Magistrate so he wrruld have bean 37 years old 
so, as ycwq as that at~A prior to, ycru kmw, prcbably a few yam 
prior to, he becalm, yeru kmw, W l y  Jsrtsrested in public senrice. 

A: No, nut really. 

Q: thing ws Police Magistrate? 



H e h a d t h e ~ t e ~ s a ~ s h e e t m h h k e n & v h m h e ~ u p t h e r e  
and I wws in my offi- e d  he called aut for ?re to came up to the 
bench. S o I d i d .  I ~ e R l t i n t o t h e c c x l r t r o c a a a r r d I d a r n l t k m r w i f  
y a u ~ m i n t h a t ~ u p ~ l x t t i t h a E I a l i ~ e g a t e a l 1  
thswayammd,yauknar. I ~ t h e g a t e t o g o i n a n d t h e m w a s a  
y o u n g m a n i n ~ ~ h e h a d h i s l e g s ~ c ~ l t a l l t h e m y  
a c t m s U l e a i s l e a n d I h a d t ~ w a l k p a s t : t o g e t u p t ~ t h e ~ .  So1 
stepped aver the gerrtlerman's feet, well, I sihouldh't say gmtmlan, I 
- a r e r t h e n a n l s f e e t a r d w a l k a d m u p b t h s M a n d h s a i d ,  
"I want you to turrl - and go back an8 try that agah." So I 
turnedaraudandwmtbacktothegate. f k m w ~ y t l f i a t h e w a s  
talMngabaxt. 1 w a l k ; e d b a c k t o t h e ~ ~ e u d o p a n e d i t u p a n d w a l k e d  
hck thm~@~ arrd I gwt to the fellw W feat were art in .the aisle 
mi he said, 'tNCrw right the;reO1' So I s w  and he told this 
wntlenrern, thisguy, t o p u l l h i s l e g ~ i n ~ t a i a d y w a s w z d k i q b y  
andshsdkb'tneedtobe jwhqaverhislegs. Sowhesthedidwas 
give me the atate's attomey'a sheet back that in fact I W m g h t  I'd 
m a d e n o ~ ~ a l s e J o 1 u t e l y m ~ .  IhadnykaandEsarlthe 
Wrong ham h y a  d it was jr ahrmi--c~lm, dash"ycru krrrrw. So what he 
~ c a l l i n g m e u l t ~ w a s ,  ldlatbhisnaffle? Whatbthisrsheet? 
E b t  ar@w when t h b  fellw got called up before him he said, l1Ym 

haw, you have two of the lo~lgest  legs that I have seen in a 1- t h  
a n d 1 t h i n k ~ ' r e g o i n g ~ p u t ~ t a g o o d u ~ i e f o r ~ s i x ~ .  
vatxialia nee% a good son." So that mn ended up in Vandalia I'm sure 
~ ~ ~ ~ e 0 f ~ f ~ t h a t ~ l ~ ~ a u t h t h e ~ 1 8 ~ 1  
wwtbybut, I m t h a t w a g  juatpas2.ofhiswft. 
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Q: Ira i se thatpo in t -wthereweapersonIass&adtoby  
l ~ ~ ~ i a g e ~ h a d a ~ b e f c x e h i m p r o b a b l y a b u t t h i s ~ ,  the 
middle 1930s or early 1930s atxl far imbibhq t m  mch shall we say and 
he was l e c t u r d  m y .  

A: Right. 

Q: While it didnlt W l y  stop the problem, it did alleviate it 
samhat. But gettm bsck tgrcu the officas in the jail. 
The city jail, right? 

A: Right. 

9: The jail was locat& at Eighth and Wmhhqtm then, w m l t  it? O r  
E i g h t h  and Jeff-? 
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Q: It- gray. 

a: D i d  the JtFdge do any agitating for m qmrhrs? 

Q: A t  this the, did the LWge preference for a political 
P=w 

A: Al- &publican. Hs, in fact, I waild go so fm-ny fa- who 
I -was always aI&pblican-I don't W w b y  I Uxqht that 
beca~~eI~rnsureI]m&Jearlymthatheat~t i tnehadbeens  
Damm~t-b, the whole Omway family had been Demmat and tha 
JWge became politically active as a %@Urn, then the wllole family 
IthMr just, yaulakcrw, S w i t d l e d t o ~ t h a t w a y .  

A: m t t s  nut true in l3m office -1 in the Police Magistrate 
office, &&It's true. m, &¶t'fl nut trus. Our city mxlcil is 
elected non-pmtbm, but I d m %  think that's true in mst positims 
that he held. I -just dan't think it ws, Tcpn, because I 3mrw that, 
I'm thinking in the yeam that he wm elected-after he was elacted, 
of - it ms rsiarply retention voting. Yau know, he was voted to 
b e ~ i r r e d o r ~ t e r v e r s a t b a r t h a n ~ ~ .  Whenhedidbpweto 
runfcxl:anelection, t h e p e c p l e t h a t h e U d m 2 i g a i n s t w l e r e m  
the oppewite party. 

Q: &t as fa r  as his relaticmahip w i t h  a q  would-be city council . . . 
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A: No. 

Q: He didnltyau mi- recall ard might arry prefsrruzce 
h the late 1930s for any of t?m city c u x t n c i ~ ?  

A: Thare again, I'm cerkahly not yaung, but I'm too young for mt. 
(l=m=) 

a: Hclw 1- was he Police Magistrate? 

Q: D i d  he have to be elected to be cawrty Judge rather W m  
appS3lted? 

A: Yes. 

a: Hems elected? 

Q: I thhk so. 

Q: Did he haw pride in hfs job as mice lbgiatrate? 



A: Right. 

a: Did he, to yrxlr laerwledge, have evly inf1lJencE rm &hems who worked 
w i t h  him or fcn him or, at a later date did he try to bflumce 
 toh his^^ 
A: I d m %  luherw if he did, Term, with his philosophy. I certaSnly 
thinkha influenced a Tat of lives. O f  axrse, he wnuld alnmt have 
to be that in the position that hehad. I drm't bm. 1% just 
trying to think of a parson that I W d  rsay that he influenced so 
smmgly that took aft8r him or whatever and I can't t hhk  of 
a n y o  

Q: He, of his crwn choice, bscame a Reqxlblican? 

A: I don't hm that,  Tan. RGSibly that waEl, lrwybe that was the 
o p d n g  at the the. You know, I don't 3a#rw. I don't knaw what 
prclmptea him to be a Repablim. He might have Wmqht in the ways of 
the Republican party. 

Q: As far as you kmv, did he enjjoy a gmd relatimship with the city 
police deprhmt? 



Q: mat's true. 

A: Other tban he pi- m up, he got me for Isperxlirrg, k t  that's 
usually f o l l ~  by almast, thank God. I bms headed the wmrq way, 
you-, he me&renl fas trudheusredto tabthe  
yasq boy. ~~~1~ in, at that time it wa, just yang 
bop, it was very seldm a girl plla in for m, you 
lmcrw. Buttheberyswddocffle 7 . T h s i r ~ w a s n o t : g o t t o j a i l  
or wfaatcwer, it was go to dlurdl. Dl the days of IAIe lang hair, thek  
 wasn not go to jail, i t w a s g e t t o ~ ~ S h c p a n d . t h e n g 0  
t o ~ & I l a e r w b s h a d a b a r h r ,  FradFrcaam, outnearthe 
s c r r r t h e g s t ~ o f ~ a r r d a l l ~ b o y s u s e d t o g a c R z t ~ .  

A: malec3woolthwt. 

9: He - an that? 
A: Ym.  

a: F q a I d l ~ ~ s  of the type of dnl&l? 

A: Right, Tan. The Judge did go b George- University in 
W-, DOC. and prior that he went to S t .  Viator's Colleye in 
Imkakee, Illhis ernd received h b  law degree right here in 
Sprinsfield f k m  the Lincoln Oollege of Law. 

Q: He of came was married? 






































































