Preface

This mamuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Thomas L. Nolan for the Oral History Office during the fall of
1986. Jan Schneider transcribed the tapes and Tem Nolan edited the
transcript. Domna Corway Miller reviewed the transcript.

Judge William D. Corway was born September 13, 1899 in Springfield,
Illinnis. He attended St. Mary's Grade School and Springfield High
School. Judge Corway graduated from Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C. and Lincoln College of Law in Springfield, Illinois.
He was elected police magistrate in 1936, and subsequently county
judge until his retirement in 1976. He died on Feburary 27, 1986.

In her memoir of Judge Conway, his niece, Donna Cornway Miller, is
recalling the Judge's attitude toward his job, family and Springfield,
Illinois. His attitude toward politics was straight-forward and
narrow. His personal interests were few; he lived only for his job.

Tom Nolan grew up in Springfield, Illinois and attended Spr ield
High School, Springfield Junior College and Illinois College
Jacksonville, Illinois. He received a BA degree from Illinois College
in 1952 with a major in Physical Science. Mr. Nolan is employed by
the State of Illinois, Department of Insurance as an analyst. Prior
to this, he spent 30 years working on the insurance company side of
the insurance business. In August 1983, Mr. Nolan decided to return
to college as a candiate for a Master's Degree in Public History. He
is married and the father of one son and grandfather of two.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The marmscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794~9243,
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Domna Corway Miller, Springfield, Illinois, October 29, 1986.
Tom Nolan, Interviewer.

Q: Domna, would you, to begin with, do a little background on your
family and yourself?

A: By my family and myself, Tom, do you mean my family after marriage
or my family prior to?

Q: Prior to.

A: Prior to. Okay, I'm the, I guess, fourth youngest of nine. My
mother, who had been married once prior to marrying my father, had
three children and when she did marry my father she brought those
three children into the marriage and then my father and mother
subsecuently had six more children and although three of my--two
brothers and one sister are I guess you would call them half-brothers
and a half-sister, we still consider our family to be nine children
and never any distinction made between the Conways and the
Brennans~~it's all just-—pecple say to me, are you Dorma Brennan and T
answer yes just as they would say are you Dorma Corway and, you know,
there's no distinction.

My mother died very early. She was like 41 years old. My father held
the family together. We grew up on the southeast end of town. I
still live out here which you know. I belong to St. Patrick's
Catholic Church. Our lives as youngsters I guess centered around that
church and my life still does center around St. Patrick's. I am still
a very active member in St. Patrick's.

Q: You mentioned the name Brennan., Where does that f£it in?

: mother's first marriage was to Jay Brennan and Jay, of course,
was ed when he was 26 years old by a train and at that time, him
and nmy mother were married and he had two children and she was with
child at the time that he was killed so the youngest of the Bremman
children that are in our family of course never saw his father, but
that's where the Bremman came in,

Q: I have a second cousin in Chicago named Brennan.

A: That's interesting.

Q: And Camay comes in where now? He was your mother's . . .

A: My mother's second husband.
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Q: Second husband?

A: Yes, Frank Comway. He was Judge Cornway's brother which we're
abouttodoanom'alhjstozymhimIguess

Q: And you menticned St. Patrick's Church which is almost the center
of your life.

A: Right. Very much so.

Q: Frank Cormway would be your step~father?

A: Frank Coarway is my father.

Q: Right. Excuse me. And he was what relation to Judge Corway?
A: Brother.

Q: Brother. Was your father born here in Springfield?

A: Yes,

Q: Where was he educated?

A: My father? He was educated at St. Mary's Catholic Grade School

downtown at Seventh and Monroe and went to Springfield High School.
Did not graduate, I am sure. I think maybe he was a scphomore.

Q: Judge Conway was a powerful person in Springfield, Was he yourger
or older than your father?

A: He was one year yourger. My father was born Jaruary 17 of 1898
and the Judge was born September 13, 1899.

Q: Was the Judge born here in Springfield?

A: Yes.

Q: And he was educated here in Springfield?

A: Right.

Q: Same place your father was?

A: Yes, except he did graduate, Tom, from—-the Judge was educated at
St. Mary's and through same illness, I don't know if it was rheumatic
fever or there was same problem there when the Judge was in grade
achool, but he had to sit out a couple of years at home so he was a
little bit behind the kids of his own age in school. But, yes, he was

educated in Springfield at St. Mary's arxiwentmtoSpringﬁeld High
School where as a matter of fact he served, I think, as the editor of

their Springfield High School newspaper.
Q: Did he have any formal college schooling?




However, he sought cut higher education on his own and prior to any
formal enrollment at an institution of higher learnirg, the Judge
acquired law books. He used to tell stories about the law
books and you know becaming almost self-educated prior to entering any
formal ectucation.

Q: Was he active in school sports?
A: T don't think so. I don't think his health allowed that.

Q: He was really, with these law books you mentioned, he was
considered a self-made attorney?

A: I would say yes. He took great pride in that I know in later
years. He talked about that, that he was, you know, self-made and
self-educated and things like that. However, I do know he did spend
time in Washington, D.C. where he worked cn a newspaper also and while
he was going through college, but I don't know, I want to say
Georgetown University, but I'm not sure of that.

Q: Up there in Georgetown, Virginia?
A: Georgetown, D.C.

Q: D.C. That's right. It's across the Potomac but it's still D.C.
Okay, was he always interested in the city of Springfield from a civic

stardpoint? Any particular interest?

A: I would have to say yes in that he had a very, let's see, in 1936
the Judge became Police Magistrate so he would have been 37 years old
so, as young as that and prior to, you know, probably a few years

prior to, he became, you know, totally interested in public service.

Q: You don't recall any particular situation prior to his becaming
Police Magistrate that he showed interest in the city of Springfield?

Any crusading ideas?

A: I am not aware of any Tom, simply because I'm not old enough. The
Judge was elected Police Magistrate the year I was born so I couldn't
answer that.

Q: You never did hear your father say anything about that?

A: No, not really.

Q: S0 he was elected Police Magistrate in 1936 and he was also known
as Justice of the Peace.

A: Right. It's the same thing.
Q: Same thing as Police Magistrate?
A: T think that was at that time.
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Q: I don't recall myself whether it was or not but I seem to remember
referring to Judge Camay as a J.P. I'm sure he had some very

interesting tales to tell.

A: Oh yes, Tam. In fact, when I worked for the Judge, I did work for
the Judge after I got ocut of high school for a short while. His

at that time, or his office, was over the jail so I would
imagine at that time he was still Justice of the Peace or Police
Magistrate.

His courtroom was very colorful. It was—-he was a real jester,
really, in court. He was very firm but the Judge had a lot of wit.
He did use it in court as well as out of court. I recall several
instances when I was up there that--one comes to mind as the secretary
up there or the, I guess I was a clerk, wasn't actually a secretary--I
used to type up what they called the state's attorney sheets. Every
case that came before the Judge had to be accompanied with a state's
attorney sheet and I quess it was the mailing address, the charges,
the whole thing that went on the sheet and when they were brought
before him, they would have the sheet to refer to. Well, as you know,
when you're typing on a typewriter, your hands, you know when you're
going, you can tell if you made a mistake, then I guess on this
particular sheet, I had not made a mistake I didn't feel and I took it
out of the typewriter, laid it across, laid it over and did the next
one

He had the state's attorney sheet on his bench when he went up there
and I was in my office and he called ocut for me to come up to
bench. So I did. I came out imto the courtroom and I don't
you were ever in that courtroom up there but it has a little
the way around, you know. I opened the gate to go in and there was
young man in there and he had his legs stretched out all the way
acroes the aisle and I had to walk past to get up to the bench. So I
stepped over the gentleman's feet, well, I I
stepped over the man's feet and walked on up to the bench
"I want you to turn arcund ard go back and try that again.”
turned around and went back to the gate. I knew exactly what he was
talking about. I walked back to the gate and opened it up and walked
back and I got to the fellow whose feet were out in the aisle
ard he said, "Now stop right there." So I

gentleman, this quy, to pull his 1 in

and she didn't need to be jumping over his legs. So what he did was
give me the state's attormey's sheet back that in fact I thought I'd
made no mistakes made absolutely no sense. had my hands on the
wrong home keys and it was jr semi-colon, dash—you know. So what he
was calling me out there was, what is his name? what is this sheet?
But anyhow when this fellow got called up before him he said, "You
know, you have two of the longest legs that I have seen in a long time
and I think we're going to put them to good use for about six months.
Vandalia needs a good son.” So that man ended up in Vandalia I'm sure
not because of the fact that his legs were out in the aisle when I
went by but, I mean that was just part of his wit.

Q: Well, what you just related about the man's legs in the aisle
brings to mind something I have heard about the Judge that he favored

H
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the female that appeared before him or were working for him other than
the males.

A: Okay, that was very true, Tom, but at that time, it was prior to
the time that we're talking about, was the time that was much prior to
women's liberation. All of the women, the majority of, I can't say
all, but the majority of the cases that came before him involved, this
is when he became not only Folice Magistrate but after he became a
judge in Family Court, countywide--County Family Judge, and most of
the cases brought before him involved a man who had beaten or beaten
his wife or whatever or was abusive to the children such as that and
back then the women, the majority of them didn't fight ard they
really had no one. He helped them out as much as he d, I think,
He was a great friend of the waman., He was also a great friend of the
children although I mean many people thought at the time that he was
being cruel but even when I worked up there, I don't think a day went
by that there wasn't some type of thank you note coming to his office,
maybe in an air mail envelcope from sameone overseas, you know, writing
back to say thanks for maybe even straightening them up. He was a
great friend of youngsters. But getting back to the women thing, ves,
he was, he was very hard on a man that akused his wife or abused the
ﬁildmn, failed to support them properly, he didn't take that very
ght.

Q: I raise that point because there was a person I was related to by
marriage who had appeared before him probably about this time, the
middle 1930s or early 1930s and for imbibing too much shall we say and
he was lectured severely.

A: Right.
Q: While it didn't really stop the problem, it did alleviate it

somewhat. But getting back to—-you mentioned the offices in the jail.
The city jail, right?

A: Right.

Q: The jail was located at Eighth and Washington then, wasn't it? or
Eighth and Jefferson?

A: Severnth.

Q: Seventh. Seventh, yves, Seventh. I think you're right.

A: Severnth,

Q: That was kind of a rotten building as I recall.

A: Yes, it was. It was--his office was filthy dirty. Just horrible.
Horribly dirty. I don't think it was ever cleaned. The chandelier
was a light bulb hanging from the ceiling. It overlooked, when you
looked out the window, you saw the Hay Homes area which, at that time,

I'm sure, at that time it was a very nice area but it did overlook the
part of town which was at that time known as the levee and it just

J
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wasn't, it was samething you would not want to sit and look out the
window at every day. Very bleak.

Q: The county jail was across the street?

A: Right,

Q: And that was on Seventh Street?

A: On Seventh Street. I was never in the county jail.
Q: It didn't look any better fram the outside.

A: I remember the white building was all I can remember or was it
gray?

Q: It was gray.
A: But I was never in there so I don't know.

Q: Did the Judge do any agitating for better quarters?

A: No, I think he was most satisfied with what was there. He
never--he didn't care about that, I am sure.

Q: At this time, did the Judge express any preference for a political
party?

A: Oh, he was always Republican,
Q: Always Republican.

A: Always Republican. He, in fact, I would go so far--my father who
I thought was always a Republican—I don't know why I thought that
because I'm sure I knew early on that he at cne time had been a
Democrat—-he, the whole Conway family had been Democrat and when the
Judge became politically active as a Republican, then the whole family
I think just, you know, switched to vote that way.

Q: Well, in the city of Springfield which he was a part, there wasn't
any party affiliation by the candidates. Supposedly not.

A: That's not true in the office he--well in the Police Magistrate
office, that's true. No, that's not true. Our city council is
elected non-partisan, but I don't think that's true in most positions
that he held. I just don't think it was, Tom, because I know that,
I'm thinking in the years that he was elected--after he was elected,
of course it was simply retention voting. You know, he was voted to
be retained or whatever rather than re-elected. When he did have to
run for an election, the pecple that he would run against were from

the opposite party.
Q: But as far as his relationship with any would-be city council . .
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A: There wasn't any.
Q: There wasn't any?
At No,

Q: He didn't--you might recall and might now--express any preference
in the late 19308 for any of the city councilmen?

A:  There again, I'm certainly not young, but I'm too young for that.
(laughter)

Q: How long was he Police Magistrate?

A: He was Police Magistrate from 1936, let me see, he was Magistrate
until he became County Judge. I would say, 25 years maybe.
Twenty-three years-~I'm trying to think when I worked there. I guess
it was in 1953 or 1954, probably 1953 and he was still there and then
Iquitarxiitwaspmbablyacmplayeamlatermmhebecamemmty
Judge. So from 1936 say until 1953 or 1954.

Q: Police Magistrate?
A: Yes.

Q: Did he have to be elected to be County Judge rather than
appointed?

A: Yes.
Q: He was elected?

A: Elected, yes. Then he served there umtil he became, he became

Circuit Judge I guess after County Judge. I think that is the proper
terminology.

Q: I think =o.

A: He was there for 18 years so he would have been elected to that
position in, let's see, you're probably right on that then.

Q: How long did he served as County Judge?

A: Probably he was County Judge up until 19~-or he was Magistrate up
until somewhere in the early 1950s I guess, Tom, and then became
County Judge and he served until 1976 as Judicial Judge so he
had~-from beginning to emd, from the time he started doing the work as
a Magistrate until the day he retired--it was 40 years.

Q: Did he have pride in his job as Police Magistrate?

A: That man had pride in everything he did. Everything. He was a
very proud man--sometimes I would call him too proud. He couldn't

stand anything to go wrong, he couldn't stand anything that upset his
life schedule. He wanted everything to always be right.
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Q: Perfectionist, maybe?
A: Right.

Q: Did he, to your knowledge, have any influence on others who worked
with him or for him or, at a later date did he try to influence
others to his philosophy?

A: T don't know if he did, Tom, with his philosophy. I certainly
think he influenced a lot of lives. Of course, he would almost have
to be that in the position that he had. I don't know. I'm just
trying to think of a person that I could say that he influenced so
strongly that they took after him or whatever and I can't think of
any.

Q: He, of his own choice, became a Republican?

A: I don't know that, Tam. Possibly that was, maybe that was the
cpening at the time. You know, I don't know. I don't know what
prompted him to be a Republican. He might have thought in the ways of
the Republican party.

Q: As far as you know, did he enjoy a good relationship with the city
police department?

A: Very much so. He had a lot of respect for the city police. He
also had a lot of respect for all officers of the law as I recall.
Going back again to when I worked for him, I went into the courtroom
one morning which was not umusual. Every morning when I went in
there, the courtroom was full of state policemen, county policemen,
maybe not county--state policemen are the ones I remember the
most—and city police officers with their catch of the night. You
know, years ago when he was Folice Magistrate there was no such thing
as . . . you had to wait until eight o'clock to get a warrant or
something. You go to jail and you sit there all night, you sit in the
courtroam all night long waiting for the judge. Or they would call
him in the middle of the night. But a lot of times say pecple got
picked up at six o'clock in the morning or seven o'clock, they'd just
go right up there to the courtroam and the judge would handle things
right then and so consequently every morning when you went there,
these policemen would be there and I went to the telephone on this one
given morning and called him and said, "Uncle Bill, there's a cop here
and he—and he stopped me immediately and he said, "That's not a
cop." He said, "That's a police officer."

Q: Well, that's very interesting. It's too bad we can't give that
same kind of respect today. Of course, I would have to presume also
that he had a great respect for the court system.

A: Yes, he did. Very much so. Very proud of the fact that he was a
judge. He was a very fair judge and he had a reputation of being a
fair judge. Like I said, there's--of course, no one's going to tell
me they have great dislikes for the judge because of my relationship
to him, but I've never heard anyone say too much bad about him.
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Q: 'That's true,

A: Other than he picked me up, he got me for speeding, but that's
usually followed by almost, thank God. I was headed the wrong way,
you know, he straightened me out real fast and he used to take the
young boys that would be pulled in, at that time it was just youny
boys, it was very seldom a ir]l pulled in for anything, you
know. Butt‘neboyswwldcmegn. Their sentence was not got to jail
or whatever, it was go to church. In the days of the long hair, their
sentence was not go to jail, it was get to the barber shop and then go
to church and I know he had a barber, Fred Fromm, out near the
southeast end of town and all the boys used to go ocut there.

Q: Did he check up on the boys that he sent to Fred?
A: Oh, absolutely. They had to report back up to him.
Q: How did he know whether they went to church or not?
A: He checked on that.

Q: He checked on that?

A: Yes,

Q: Regardless of the type of church?

A: Yes, he checked it out I'm sure, he was close friends with the
Clergy all over the county. All religions so it wasn't just a
Catholic church that he was interested in, although he was a very
devout Catholic, very active in his church and in his religion, he
thought that it was most necessary that he have a church, that
everycne have a church.

Q: Now we had talked earlier about Judge Corway's educational
background and it was mentioned that you thought he had gone to
Georgetown in D.C. ard now you've been able to confirm that.

A: Right, Tam. The Judge did go to Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C. ard prior to that he went to St. Viator's College in
Kankakee, Illinois and received his law degree right here in
Springfield from the Lincoln College of Law.

Q: So he was really quite a local gentleman?
A: Right.
Q: He of course was married?

A: Yes, Tom, the Judge married Marie Donovan in 1946. He was married
to Marie until the time of her death which was the 1lst of May in 1960.
The Judge was older I guess, by certain standards when he did get
married. He lived at home with his father until his father died and
he would have been, he was, he would have been 47 years old when he
got married.










































































































