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Preface  

This  manuscript i s  the  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Kevin Corley f o r  a  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t ,  " I l l i n o i s  Coal: The Legacy of an 
I n d u s t r i a l  Society."  The p r o j e c t  w a s  sponsored by t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  and funded i n  p a r t  by t h e  I l l i n o i s  Humanities Council 
and t h e  Nat iona l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities. Addi t iona l  support  came 
from the  Oral  His tory  Of f i ce  of Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty .  Elsebeth 
Buckley t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Susan Jones ed i t ed  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Ada Mi l l e r  and he r  family r an  a grocery s t o r e  i n  Lang leyv i l l e  dur ing  t h e  
mine wars of t h e  1930's. I n  t h i s  memoir, she  d i scusses  t h e  Progress ive  
women's a u x i l i a r y  and the  a c t i v i t i e s  they sponsored. She a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  
t h e  shoot ings  i n  Langleyvi l le  and some of t h e  Progressive l eade r s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  and t h e  
I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ibrary  a r e  not  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  
accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor f o r  views expressed the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  
t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Kevin Corley, In te rv iewer .  

A: I had an o l d e r  b ro the r ,  he was f i f t e e n  yea r s  o ld  when my f a t h e r  d ied  
i n  1913. He w a s  born i n  I t a l y ,  my o lde r  b ro the r  was born i n  I t a l y .  And 
he w a s  two yea r s  old then when they came t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  t o  America. H e  
was f i f t e e n  years  old when my f a t h e r  d i ed  and you know he w a s  an  ex t raord inary  
person. H e  took over  like a f a t h e r .  W e  were l i v i n g  i n  Riverton a t  t h e  
time and i t  was dur ing  t h e  F i r s t  World War. H e  came t o  Kincaid t o  work 
a t  t h e  coopera t ive  s t o r e ,  and i t  was rumored t h a t  they were s ink ing  t h i s  
mine a t  Langleyvi l le  which turned ou t  t o  be mine Number Nine. M r .  Langley 
owned a  l o t  of land over t h e r e  and a t  t h a t  time it was a l l  t imber.  I 
guess he was wanting t o  g e t  r i d  of t h a t  p lace ,  so he s t a r t e d  c l e a r i n g  t h e  
land .  O f  course he had t o  have a  grocery s t o r e  t o  e n t i c e  t h e  people t o  
come the re .  So he s t a r t e d  my b ro the r  up i n  bus iness ,  s o r t  o f ,  you know. 
Bought a bui ld ing  f o r  him, moved i t  from Sharpsburg. It s t i l l  s t ands ,  i f  
you have been the re .  They moved t h a t  from Sharpsburg. So he w a s  q u i t e  
succes s fu l ,  my b ro the r  was q u i t e  succes fu l .  

Q: Why d i d  Mr. Langley h e l p  your b ro the r  ou t  t h a t  way, do you th ink?  

A: Well, t h a t  was h i s  way of g e t t i n g  somebody i n  t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  the  
s t o r e  and t h i s  way f a m i l i e s  would move i n .  It was j u s t  good psychology 
on h i s  p a r t ,  you know, and he s t a r t e d  c l e a r i n g  the  land .  H e  b u i l t  some 
homes and t h e  f a m i l i e s  s t a r t e d  t o  move i n .  

Q: Did M r .  Langley have anything t o  do with t h e  mines? 

A: No, no, he had nothing t o  do wi th  t h e  mines a t  a l l .  

Q: So he was j u s t  i n t o  t h e  buying and s e l l i n g  of t he  land and . . . 
A: Yes, because he owned a l l  t h i s  land. It was j u s t  a l l  t imber land i n  
those  days. 

Q: I see .  How d id  your f a t h e r  d i e ?  

A: My f a t h e r  had gone hunt ing,  and he caught pneumonia. And he d ied  a t  
S t .  John 's  Hosp i t a l  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  w i th in  t e n  days. Now I used t o  t e l l  
my mother l a t e r  on, when they  discovered p e n i c i l l i n ,  I used t o  t e l l  h e r ,  
"Well, Ma, i f  Pappa w a s  a l i v e  today we'd save  h i s  l i f e . "  But i n  those  
days there was nothing l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  w i th in  t e n  days he was dead. And my 
mother w a s  six months pregnant wi th  my younger b ro the r ,  so we r e a l l y  had 
i t  rough, my mother r e a l l y  had i t  rough. I don ' t  remember ever  see ing  my 
mother of a morning when I would g e t  up because she  had a l r eady  been ou t  
washing c l o t h e s  i n  people ' s  homes, i n  those  days. Scrubbing on t h e  
board. 
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Q: How old  was your b ro the r?  Your b ro the r  was two yea r s  o l d e r  than you, 
d id  you say? 

A: My younger b ro the r?  

Q: Your o lde r  b ro the r .  

A: Oh, my o l d e r  b ro the r .  He was born i n  1898 and I was born i n  1910 so  
he was twelve yea r s  o l d e r  than  I was. H e  was twelve yea r s  o lde r  than  I 
was. 

Q: What was h i s  name? 

A: Orlando. 

Q: Orlando. What w a s  your younger b r o t h e r ' s  name? 

A: Well, he was named a f t e r  my f a t h e r ,  John B. Fabr i ,  h i s  name was John 
B. Fabr i .  

Q:  So you had two b ro the r s?  And no s i s t e r s ?  

A: And t h r e e  sisters. 

Q: Oh, and t h r e e  s i s t e r s .  

A: Well, yes,  wi th  myself. There were two boys and t h r e e  g i r l s .  

Q: Oh, my. What were your s i s t e r ' s  names? 

A: Well, Rose was my o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  and then  Mary i s  my middle s i s t e r  and 
then me. And then  my b ro the r ,  we always c a l l e d  him Jack,  you know. My 
f a t h e r  died i n  February, and then  he was born i n  May. 

Q: So your mother had t o  support  f i v e  ch i ld ren?  

A: Yes, abso lu t e ly ,  yes ,  yes.  I n  those  days,  you know, t h e r e  was no 
s t a t e  a id  f o r  widows o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  you know, she  j u s t  had t o  
huss le .  

Q: So what type of jobs d i d  you say  she d id  a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Washed c l o t h e s ,  she  j u s t  washed c lo thes .  Went t o  t h e  people 's  homes 
and washed c lo thes .  

Q: Did she ever  have any o t h e r  r e g u l a r  job bes ides  t h a t ?  

A: No, t h a t  w a s  a l l .  Then my b ro the r  i n  1918 s t a r t e d ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  M r .  
Langley go t  him kind of s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  grocery business .  Then my b ro the r  
s t a r t e d  a  business  up i n  1918 and we were i n  school.  So i n  June when 
school  w a s  ou t  then  we moved t o  Langley, and I l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  I was 
married. 

( P a r t s  of t he  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  omit ted.)  
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Q: We were t a l k i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  c o a l  mining and th ings  i n  
Langleyvi l le .  L e t ' s  t u r n  it now t o  t h e  depress ion  years .  What can you 
t e l l  m e  about what i t  was l i k e ?  

A: Black Friday.  We used t o  have four  banks i n  T a y l o r v i l l e .  We had the  
John B. Colegrove Bank. Then we had t h e  F i r s t  Nat iona l  Bank, and t h e  
T a y l o r v i l l e  Nat ional  Bank, and then the  Farmer's Nat ional  Bank. This  was 
i n  October, you know, t h e  29th of October. My s i s t e r  and I went t o  town, 
because I had money from t h e  s t o r e .  My b ro the r  and I, w e  always had a 
sav ings  account toge ther .  My younger b ro the r  and I. The Friday be fo re  
t h a t  t h e  John B. Coldrin Bank f a i l e d  t o  open. We d i d n ' t  t h ink  anything 
of i t .  My s i s t e r ,  my o l d e r  s i s t e r  and I (she  is  t h e  one t h a t  was married, 
Rose) we were going t o  town t o  t ake  out  our money out  of t he  banks. So 
when we got  t o  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  and t h e  T a y l o r v i l l e  Nat ional  
d i d n ' t  open t h e i r  doors .  But l a t e r  on we d id  g e t  80 percent  of our 
d e p o s i t s ,  so  t h a t  wasn't  so  bad. But i t  took time t o  g e t  t h a t  back. 

Q: How much do you th ink  you had i n  i t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Oh, no t  a  whole l o t .  I r e a l l y  don ' t  even remember. 

Q: Would i t  be over a thousand? 

A: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so ,  no. 

Q: T e l l  me more. 

A: Well, then t h e  f i r s t  lady I saw when we came t o  T a y l o r v i l l e  i n  t he  
t ruck ,  ( t h a t ' s  t h e  only means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  we had w a s  t h e  t r u c k ) ,  
and I m e t  one of my d e a r e s t  f r i e n d s ,  Thelma Gardner. I guess she  came t o  
town wi th  t h e  same purpose t h a t  we d i d ,  because she  s a i d  they banked a t  
t h e  Edinburg Bank a l s o .  She t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e  Edinburg Bank had f a i l e d  t o  
open i ts  doors  too  t h a t  morning so  t h a t  was a  t e r r i b l e  th ing .  Then of 
course,  you know, th ings  got  worse. They d i d n ' t  g e t  b e t t e r ,  t h ings  go t  
worse. The Farmers Nat iona l  Bank s tayed open f o r  about  a  year  o r  two 
y e t ,  bu t  then i t  f i n a l l y  went under a l s o .  W e  had banks i n  Owanico and 
Stonington,  Kincaid, B u l p i t t ,  they a l l  went under.  

Q: What d id  you do wi th  your money then when t h e  banks went under? 

A: J u s t  saved i t  a t  home. 

Q: Kept i t  i n  t h e  s t o r e ?  

A: Yes, and paid t h e  b i l l s  i n  cash,  you bow.  

Q: Did you have a  s a f e  f o r  your money? 

A: Yes. Oh, su re .  

Q: The depress ion ,  how much d id  it h u r t  you? 

A: Oh, it h u r t  an awful l o t .  F i n a l l y  i n  1932, then  t h a t  is  when i t  was 
r e a l l y  bad, when t h e  mines came out  on s t r i k e .  We closed our  s t o r e  and 
we had i t  c losed  u n t i l  I reopened i t  i n  1936. 
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Q: So from 1932 t o  1936 i t  was c losed?  

A: Yes. But then  t h e r e  were another  grocery s t o r e  i n  Langley. 

Q: How f a r  d id  you extend c r e d i t  t o  t h e  miners ,  before  t h e  depress ion?  

A: U n t i l  t h e  mines went back t o  work. 

Q: So you extended c r e d i t  t o  them u n t i l  t h e  mines went back t o  work? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you loose  money o f t e n ?  

A: Plenty.  

Q: P len ty  of money. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Lots of miners j u s t  couldn ' t  pay. Would they have paid i f  they could 
have, do you th ink?  

A: I t h i n k  some would. There were a l o t  of f a m i l i e s  t h a t  moved t o  
De t ro i t .  The f a c t o r i e s  were working up the re .  This  is  how it  was, you 
know. One heard about  a  job the re .  I d o n ' t  know how many f a m i l i e s  moved 
t o  D e t r o i t  from Langleyvi l le  t h a t  were c o a l  miners. One of t h e  f e l l ows ,  
h i s  wi fe  would come back t o  s e e  us  a l l  t h e  time. She would say t h a t  he r  
husband wouldn't g ive  h e r  t h e  money t o  pay t h e  b i l l  because he th inks  we 
made enough money off  them t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have t o  pay t h e  b i l l .  I wanted 
t o  t e l l  him, I wonder i f  t h a t ' s  how they f e e l  about a l l  t h e  money they 
spend i n  t he  cha in  s t o r e s  today? I f  they should be a b l e  t o  go i n  t h e r e  
and g e t  g r o c e r i e s  f o r  nothing.  

Q: All r i g h t ,  once t h e  depress ion  came and l i k e  you s a i d  a  s t r i k e  came 
about ,  you d i d  extend c r e d i t  t o  people? 

A: Not s o  much then ,  n o t  i n  1932, n o t  so  much then.  But before  t h a t .  
The mines would go down t h e  f i r s t  of Apr i l  and then  they  would renew 
t h e i r  con t r ac t  and they would have problems. Sometimes, l i k e  i n  1927, 
t h e  mines went down t h e  f i r s t  of Apr i l .  We had Number Nine, we had 
Number Seven, Number Eight  and Number F i f ty-e ight .  And they  a l l  went 
back t o  work i n  t h e  f a l l ,  bu t  Number Nine. Number Nine was down f o r  two 
years .  So these  o t h e r  fe l lows ,  some of them moved ou t  of town, l i k e  I 
say. A l o t  of them went t o  D e t r o i t ,  and a l o t  of t h e  fe l lows  were j u s t  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  mines. A t  F i f ty -e igh t ,  which is H e w i t t v i l l e ,  
Seven and Eight ,  and then  Number Nine opened up aga in ,  i t  reopened then  
i n  May of 1929. A t  t h a t  time, i t  was a l l  hand work. Then of course they 
put  i n  loading machines. Number Nine was t h e  f i r s t  mine t h a t  went i n t o  
t h a t  a long  t h e  Midland, l a t e r  on they a l l  went t o  t h a t  you know. 

Q: So how d id  t h e  mechanization a f f e c t  t h e  . . . 
A: Well, i t  a f f e c t e d  them, it a f f e c t e d  because they  d i d n ' t  need a s  many 
men. 
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Q: How d i d  the  men f e e l  about t h a t ?  

A: I don ' t  know r e a l l y .  I guess they had no choice because t h a t  was t h e  
coming th ing  anyway, you h o w .  

Q: How d id  they dec ide  who t o  l a y  o f f ?  

A: I don ' t  know, r e a l l y .  You mean when t h e  fe l lows  got  t r a n s f e r r e d ?  

Q: When a new machine would come i n  and i t  would r e p l a c e  workers? 

A: Well, s e e  Number Nine opened wi th  a l l  t h e s e  loading machines and 
c u t t i n g  machines, you know. A l o t  of t h e  fe l lows  t h a t  d i d n ' t  go t o  
D e t r o i t  moved t o  o the r  p l aces  and t h e r e  j u s t  weren't  t h a t  many c o a l  
miners t h a t  claimed t h e i r  jobs.  All I know is t h a t  they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
employ as many men a f t e r  t h a t .  

End of Side One, Tape One 

9:  Can you t e l l  me about how t h e  mine wars go t  s t a r t e d  i n  C h r i s t i a n  
County? 

A: That i s  i n  t h a t  h i s t o r y  book. 

Q: What do you remember about  the a f f e c t  it had on t h e  community? 

A: It w a s  t e r r i b l e ,  i t  was t e r r i b l e .  

Q: How d id  the  people i n  Langleyvi l le  r e a c t ?  Were t h e r e  a l o t  of shoot ings? 

A: Not r e a l l y  i n  Langleyvi l le  but  t h e r e  w a s  l o t s  of shoot ings  and l o t s  
of bombings i n  T a y l o r v i l l e .  

Q: Did you play any s o r t  of a r o l e  dur ing  t h e  mine wars? Did you ge t  
a c t i v e ?  

A: Y e s ,  t he  miners,  they formed a new union which was c a l l e d  the  Progress ive  
Miners of America. Thei r  i n t e n t i o n s  were t o  g e t  r i d  of  John L. Lewis. 
Since I was i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e ,  why, you f e l t  l i k e  you had t o  go along 
wi th  t h e  rest of them. 1 joined t h e  a u x i l i a r y .  The women had t h e i r  
a u x i l i a r y  and they had t h e i r  f i r s t  meeting i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a t  t h e  K.C. 
Hal l .  I was one of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  go t h a t .  

Q: What yea r s  was t h a t ,  1932? 

A: Yes, in t h e  f a l l  of 1932. W e  would go and load up on t h e  t ruck  and 
go on t h e s e  p i cke t  l i n e s ,  you know, I would do t h a t  too. Get up and be 
t h e r e  by f i v e  o 'c lock ,  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  the  miners from going t o  work. 

Q: What in sp i r ed  you t o  do t h a t ?  

A: I f e l t  l i k e  I owed i t  t o  t h e  people who used t o  t r a d e  i n  my s t o r e .  
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Q: Because most of them were miners? 

A: They were a l l  miners and i f  you d i d n ' t  ge t  involved they j u s t  thought 
maybe you d i d n ' t  care .  To show them t h a t  I d id  care  I got  involved. 
Because the re  was no reason f o r  me t o  ge t  involved, I d i d n ' t  have anybody 
i n  our immediate family t h a t  coal  was a miner. 

Q: Did most of t h e  o ther  women of the  community ge t  involved? 

A: Oh, yes. Sure. 

Q: How did the  men f e e l  about t h a t ?  

A: They d i d n ' t  th ink  nothing of i t ,  they j u s t  went along with it. We 
had a lady from, what town was i t ?  I th ink she was from Be l l ev i l l e .  
Agnes Wickes, she was the  f i r s t ,  have you heard of her?  

Q: Yes, did you meet her  before? 

A: No, I j u s t  met her  then. 

Q: Did you ever hear  her  speak then? 

A: Yea. 

Q: Was she a good speaker? 

A: Oh yes, she was a n ice  speaker. The only th ing t h a t  I remember about 
her ,  although I d i d n ' t  do anything about i t ,  was t h a t  she was a communist. 

Q:  I d idnt  t know t h a t .  

A: Yes, she was a communist. She was a school teacher I remember. She 
got up and sa id  t h a t  she was a second grade teacher.  You know how you 
had t o  l i n e  up, you d i d n ' t  j u s t  rush i n t o  school,  you l ined up, and went 
i n  the re  order ly ,  i n  the  morning? You always had t o  pledge a l legiance  t o  
the  f l ag?  She would never he r  ch i ld ren  pledge a l l eg iance  t o  the  f l a g .  
So wasn't she a communist? 

Q: Was t h a t  the  reason why you thought she was a communist? 

A: I th ink she made t h a t  remark.  hat's where I got  i t ,  because she 
made t h a t  remark. 

Q: Do you think the re  was c e r t a i n  communist i d e a l s  she was f o r ?  

A: I r e a l l y  don ' t  h o w  about t h a t .  

Q: Socialism, job sharing,  and t h a t  type of th ing.  

A: I don ' t  h o w  about t h a t .  I don ' t  how.  I j u s t  never got t h a t  impression 
of it, you know. I j u s t  never f e l t  that way about her. 

Q: Did you hear  t h a t  s t o r y  about her  as a school teacher? 
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A: She would t e l l  i t .  

Q: She would t e l l  i t .  

A :  She would t e l l  it. 

Q: And she would say she would not  al low people t o  say the  pledge of 
a l l eg iance .  

A: She would not  l e t  her  pupi l s .  

Q: Did she give a reason f o r  i t ?  O r  j u s t  insinuated t h a t  she was a 
communist? 

A: She was a communist, she  sa id  she was a communist. And she j u s t  
would not  l e t  her  ch i ld ren  pledge a l l eg iance  t o  the  f l ag .  

Q .  But she never sa id  why she  was f o r  . . . 
A: I f  she d id  I never got  t h e  g i s t  of t h a t ,  you know. 

Q :  Did you s o c i a l i z e  with he r  a t  a l l ?  

A: No, no, she  was from B e l l e v i l l e ,  and I would j u s t  be among t h e  crowd. 
But I heard t h a t .  

Q: Where did you hear  he r  speak? 

A: Dif ferent  p laces  where they would have, what do I want t o  c a l l  i t ?  
They would have t h e  ga ther ings ,  you know, then everybody would g e t  up. 
It s o r t  of encouraged t h e  people t o  s t a y  on s t r i k e .  Some of the  o f f i c e r s ,  
they would ge t  up and g ive  a speech and g ive  them something t o  make i t  
worth t h e i r  while f o r  s t ay ing  out .  But i t  f i n a l l y  got  the  b e s t  of them. 
They f i n a l l y  had t o  go back t o  t h e  mines. I th ink  they w e r e  lucky t o  g e t  
t h e i r  jobs back. We had q u i t e  an i n f i l t r a t i o n  of people from southern 
I l l i n o i s  t h a t  came over and took t h e i r  jobs. 

Q: The s t r i k e  breakers? 

A: Yes, t h a t  was what we ca l l ed  them. The s t r i k e  breakers  and a l s o  
scabs and swampies. The people t h a t  came from southern I l l i n o i s  they 
were ca l l ed  swampies. 

Q :  Where d id  those people l i v e  t h a t  came from there?  

A: Wherever they could f ind  a house, you how.  

Q: Did they l i v e  i n  Langleyvil le? 

A: No, not  so much i n  Langleyvi l le ,  most of them i n  Tay lo rv i l l e  and 
along the  Midland, No, n o t  i n  Langleyvil le .  A l l  t he  people i n  
Langleyvil le  owned t h e i r  own homes. No, they d i d n ' t  come t o  
Langleyvil le  . 
Q: So most of the  people i n  Langleyvi l le  went Progressive? 
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A: Oh, yes ,  they were a l l  Progressive.  They were a l l  Progress ives .  

Q: Why d id  they a l l  go Progressive? 

A: It w a s  a known f a c t  t h a t  they wanted t o  g e t  r i d  of John L.  Lewis. 
There i s  always a few l eade r s ,  and then t h e  rest of them a r e  fo l lowers .  

Q: Do you th ink  some people went a long wi th  i t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want 
t o ?  

A: Well, they went a long wi th  i t  because they d i d n ' t  have t h e  choice,  I 
th ink .  

Q:  I s n ' t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  a whole community would become Progress ive  
i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Especia l ly  t h e r e  i n  Langleyvi l le .  Langleyvi l le  wasn't  a s  b i g  as i t  
is  today. They were a l l  Progressive,  a l l  of them were. 

Q: What do you th ink  w a s  i n  t h e  community t h a t  might have caused t h a t  
cohesiveness? 

A .  (pause) I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I w a s  only 22 yea r s  o l d ,  and, j u s t  l i k e  
I say,  I j u s t  went along. I f e l t  l i k e  I had t o  l e t  t h e  people know t h a t  
I was behind them 100 pe rcen t ,  you know. I say  t o  t h i s  day I t h i n k  I am 
s t i l l  a Progressive.  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was a  good th ing  t h a t  they s t a r t e d  
but  I guess  t h a t  they j u s t  weren't  s t rong  enough. The s t r i k e  j u s t  went 
on f o r  weeks and months and years  and i t  f i n a l l y  broke t h e i r  backs, I 
guess.  Aad we were under m i l i t i a  law then f o r  about 18 months. I remember 
s i t t i n g  i n  f r o n t  of my s t o r e  and t h e r e  were t h e s e  mil i t iamen on horse  
back, and I was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  s t o r e ,  j u s t  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  s t o r e  of an  evening and he ordered me i n s i d e .  I don ' t  know 
why, I ~ u s t  d id  i t .  ( laughs)  He w a s  on ho r se  back and he j u s t  s a i d ,  
"You go i n s i d e  where you belong." And t h a t  was j u s t  what I d i d .  But I. 
wasn't hu r t i ng  anybody, o r  doing anything,  I was j u s t  s i t t i n g  ou t  on t h e  
s t e p s  i n  f r o n t  of our  s t o r e .  

Q:  Did t h e  m i l i t i a  seem t o  show any s o r t  of f avo r i t i sm?  

A: Sure. They were f o r  Peabody, you h o w ,  they were f o r  Peabody. Sure. 

Q: Were a l o t  of t h e  main wheels i n  T a y l o r v i l l e  f o r  Peabody, t h e  s h e r i f  
say  f o r  i n s t a n c e  and t h e  mayor? 

A :  I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. There w a s  an awful l o t  of bombings of homes 
t h a t  happened e s p e c i a l l y  up i n  t h e  n o r t h  end of Tay lo rv i l l e .  Some of t h e  
f e l l ows  were Peabody s tooges  too  you know. They would bomb t h e i r  own 
homes t o  show t h a t  they were on t h e i r  s ide .  And a l l  t h e  time they  were 
j u s t  Peabody s tooges  was what they were. 

Q: Did you hea r  t h a t  they d i d  t h a t  o r  . . . 
A: Oh, s u r e  it would make t h e  papers .  

Q: That people were bombing t h e i r  own homes? 
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A: No, no, but  we j u s t  came t o  t h a t  conclusion.  You found out  l a t e r  on, 
a f t e r  i t  was a l l  over w i t h  and i t  was s e t t l e d .  That t h i s  one f e l low i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  he j u s t  went along wi th  them, and would go t o  a l l  t he  meetings 
and th ings  and j u s t  be real aggress ive ,  g e t  up and make speeches and a l l  
of t h a t .  H e  was a Peabody man a l l  t h e  t ime, and they found it ou t  l a t e r .  

Q: Who were some of t h e  Progress ive  l eade r s?  

A: Well, Raymond Tombazzi f o r  one, J o e  Gherard in i  i n  Langleyvi l le .  You 
h o w  I don ' t  r e a l l y  h o w  who they a l l  were. 

Q: So they helped t o  r a l l y  t he  people around t h e  cause.  

A: Sure.  

Q: Who were some of the women's a u x i l i a r y  l e a d e r s ?  Besides Agnes Wickes? 

A: Well, she  was our  f i r s t  p re s iden t .  But we had s e v e r a l ,  t h e r e  was 
seve ra l .  I know of a lady i n  Kincaid, she would g e t  up and make speeches. 
And a lady from Stonington,  she would g e t  up and and make speeches a t  
t hese  r a l l i e s .  

Q: Who were they?  

A: Well, J enn ie  Ariana, she l i ved  i n  Kincaid and then t h e r e  was a Mrs. 
Bessen from Stonington,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  Do you t h i n k  t h e  women's a u x i l i a r y  recieved any c r e d i t  
f o r  any of t h e  th ings  t h a t  they d i d ?  

A: Yes, because they would, w e  would hold dances.  The women would bake 
p i e s  and cakes and d i f f e r e n t  t h ings ,  you b o w ,  t o  s e l l  and make money, 
make a l i t t l e  b i t  i f  money. 

Q: Did they he lp  t o  feed t h e  workers t h a t  were out  on s t r i k e ?  

A: Well, then  no t  so  much t h a t ,  because I t h i n k  t h e  Red Cross stepped i n  
t o o ,  and would g ive  f l o u r  and beans and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  But l i k e  i f  
t h e  chi ldxen needed a p a i r  of shoes o r  something, you would g ive  your 
o rde r  i n  and they would buy shoes f o r  t he  school  ch i ld ren .  

Q: Were t h e  people of Langleyvi l le  angry a t  a l l  a t  your family f o r  
c l o s i n g  your s t o r e ?  

A: No, no t  r e a l l y .  

Q: So they understood. 

A: Oh, sure .  By t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  was another  s t o r e  anyway. We j u s t  
couldn ' t  a f f o r d ,  we j u s t  cou ldn ' t  a f f o r d  t o  g ive  c r e d i t  anymore. 

Q: Who ran  t h e  o t h e r  s t o r e ?  

A: A f e l low by t h e  name of P i ch ion i  ran  t h e  o t h e r  s t o r e .  
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Q: Why was he a b l e  t o ,  d i d  he cont inue  t o  g ive  c r e d i t ?  

A: Yes, he w a s  a man, and I t h i n k  t h a t  made t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q:  The f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  a man. 

A: Absolutely.  Sure. 

Q: How does t h a t  make a d i f f e r ence?  I mean d id  he s u f f e r  f i n a n c i a l l y  
t h e  same a s  you would have o r  . . . 
A: Oh, 1 don ' t  t h ink  so, I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t .  He j u s t  had d i f f e r e n t  
ways, he j u s t  had d i f f e r e n t  ways about  him, you know. 

Q: Did he go ou t  of bus iness  then  l a t e r ?  

A: Well, then he  was e l ec t rocu ted  about 1940, 1 th ink ,  and then  h i s  wife  
kept  t h e  s t o r e  f o r  a couple of months, but  then  they f i n a l l y  had t o  
c lose .  They so ld  i t  t o  d i f f e r e n t  people and then they a l l  went ou t  of 
business .  And our s t o r e  remained y e t ,  and i t  s t i l l  is today. But of 
course i t  i s  no t  much of a s t o r e  anymore. You know what i t  i s  l i k e ,  
don' t you? 

Q: Yes. 

A: My s i s t e r  Mary Fabr i  ope ra t e s  t h e  s t o r e  today. She j u s t  has  a few 
canned goods, and she  s e l l s  a l o t  of candy t o  t h e  k i d s ,  and i c e  cream, 
and po ta to  ch ips .  They j u s t  worship her .  

Q: I know, I have heard of he r .  

A: You h o w  t h a t .  Yes. They j u s t  worship h e r ,  they don ' t  c a l l  he r  
Mary, they c a l l  h e r  Mary Fabr i .  Oh, yes ,  t hose  k i d s  they just a l l  love  
he r .  They r e a l l y  do.  

Q: That is  n i ce .  Okay, what more can you t e l l  me about  t he  mine wars 
from your experiences? What was i t  l i ke  walking t h e  p i cke t  l i n e ?  

A: Well, we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  walk. A bunch of t h e  people would g e t  on 
these  t rucks  you know, and then  we would go t o  t hese  d i f f e r e n t  mines and 
j u s t  s tand  the re .  Of  course,  we d i d n ' t  s t o p  anybody from going t o  work 
because they could go t o  work j u s t  t h e  same a s  we d i d .  Didn't  s t op  any 
of t h e  c o a l  miners,  1 don ' t  th ink ,  I guess we were j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  shame 
them o r  something. But I don ' t  t h i n k  we w e r e  very  succes s fu l .  

Q: How d id  you t r y  t o  shame them? J u s t  by s tanding  t h e r e ?  

A: Oh, yes ,  by j u s t  s tanding ,  you know how p icke t  l i n e s  a r e .  A l o t  of 
people won't cross a p icke t  l i n e .  Lot of good union men j u s t  w i l l  no t  
c r o s s  a p i cke t  l i n e .  

Q: Did they g e t  verbal? 

A: Oh, yes ,  and f i g h t s ,  yes. 
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Q: Would t h e  women take  p a r t  i n  t he  f i g h t s ?  

A: No. 

Q: Step a s i d e  then .  

A: Oh, t h e r e  would be b ro the r s  who wouldn't t a l k  t o  each o t h e r  because 
one was a Progress ive ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one belonged t o  t h e  United Mine 
Workers. There was a l o t  of hard f e e l i n g s ,  j u s t  an awful l o t  of hard 
f e e l i n g s ,  i n  those  days.  

Q: You mentioned Ray Tombazzi, d i d  you ever  meet him? 

A: Oh, su re .  

Q: What type of man was he? 

A: Well, I guess  he made a good l eade r .  

Q: He was from T a y l o r v i l l e ?  

A: He was from T a y l o r v i l l e .  He l i v e d  wi th  h i s  f a t h e r  and h i s  step-mother 
and h i s  ha l f  s i s t e r .  

Q: And he w a s  w e l l  l iked?  

A: Oh, yes ,  he was q u i t e  a l eade r .  

Q: You mentioned before  some th ings  about communism. Were t h e r e  o the r  
people t h a t  t h e  people of T a y l o r v i l l e  and Kincaid thought were communists? 

A: No, I don ' t  t h i n k  so .  I never  heard t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know. A l l  I 
remember was Agnes Wickes. And I t o l d  t h a t  t o  a f r i e n d  of mine and she  
says," W e l l ,  I wouldn't have l i ked  Agnes Wickes had I known she  was a 
communist," she  says ,  " I don ' t  be l i eve  she  was a communist .I1  I heard 
he r  t e l l  me, I a m  not  making i t  up. I heard h e r ,  t h a t  came out  of he r  
own mouth. ( t a p e  s topped)  

Well, I was going t o  t e l l  you about Thelma Gardner, how she  would take me 
up t o  t h i s  he re  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I would run t h i s  
paper and t h i s  is where I got  a l l  my information.  Towards the  end I 
thought,  how is t h i s  ever  going t o  end. I w i l l  g e t  my h i s t o r y  book and 
read t h a t  p a r t ,  do you want m e  t o ?  

Q: All r i g h t ,  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t he  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n  County t h a t  
you helped t o  w r i t e  some of t h e  th ings  f o r  back i n  1968. 

A: About t h e  mine war. 

Q: And you helped t o  w r i t e  some of t h a t  you say. 

A: Yes, I wrote it a l l .  I am t h e  only one t h a t  wrote about t h e  mine war 
i n  t h i s  book. This he re  Charles  Percy, he was t h e  p re s iden t  of t he  
United Mine Workers, and he f i n a l l y  admitted d e f e a t .  And I was so glad 
when i t  came t o  t h a t .  I thought ,  now t h i s  is going t o  be t h e  end of i t  
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and my job i s  f i n i s h e d .  By t h a t  time I was g e t t i n g  r e a l l y  t i r e d  of i t  
a l l .  

Q: Well, c l a r i f y  now what you were saying about Charles  Percy? 

A: Well, l e t  m e  ge t  my h i s t o r y  book. 

Q: Okay. 

Q: One of t h e  th ings  I wanted t o  a s k  you was, t h e r e  were a l o t  of shoot ings  
and th ings  i n  Langleyvi l le .  

A: No, t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  two, and they were j u s t  about a couple of months 
a p a r t .  The same year .  It was i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1932. This one couple,  
they s e n t  t h e i r  money t o  I t a l y ,  through the  I t a l i a n  consu la t e ,  he l i v e d  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  They gave him t h e i r  bank book and i t  was g e t t i n g  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  f i r s t  of Apr i l .  They would go up t h e r e ,  and f i n d  out  where was 
t h e i r  bank book. He couldn ' t  show them where t h e  bank book was a t ,  so  
they had no proof ,  and t h a t  is  when he s e n t  t h r e e  fe l lows .  They came 
down he re ,  and they sho t  t h i s  man r i g h t  o f f  and t h e  woman. She was 
running down t h e  basement. I n  those  days everybody burn t  c o a l ,  they  had 
a c o a l  furnace.  She w a s  even going out  through t h e  c o a l  bin because she  
wanted t o  escape through t h e  window the re ,  and they j u s t  followed h e r  
with same machine gun o r  whatever. They j u s t  f i l l e d  he r  f u l l  of ho le s ,  
they j u s t  s h o t  her  t o  p ieces ,  almost.  Then t h e r e  was another  o ld  man 
t h e r e ,  and I th ink  they j u s t  kind of knocked him o u t ,  they d i d n ' t  shoot  
him because he l i v e d  t o  t e l l  it. 

Q: What about A r t  Cioni?  

A: A r t  Cioni.  See,  t h e s e  people l i ved  a t  t h i s  corner ,  w e l l  t h e  lady 
t h a t  I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o ,  t h i s  Ada Vidmar I was t a l k i n g  t o  on t h e  te lephone 
j u s t  a few minutes ago, s e e  they l i v e  i n  t h e  house where t h e  f i r s t  shoot ing 
took place.  A block west of t h a t  w a s  where A r t  Cioni and h i s  wife  l i ved .  
I guess he was demanding money, t h i s  f e l l ow from S p r i n g f i e l d ,  was demanding 
a c e r t a i n  amount of money, 

Q: For what? 

A: J u s t  demanding money, no t  f o r  nothing t h a t  I know o f .  He knew they 
had money cause they were boot leggers ,  and he j u s t  wanted money from 
t h e s e  people. 

Q: S o r t  of p r o t e c t i o n  money maybe? 

A: I would not  t h ink  so.  I r e a l l y  don ' t  know i f  it was p r o t e c t i o n  money 
o r  no t .  You mean p r o t e c t  him from t h e  law o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q: Yes. 

A: No, I don ' t  t h ink  it was nothing Like t h a t .  They used t o  do a l o t  of 
t h a t  i n  those  days i f  anybody had a l o t  of money why, they would always 
w r i t e  ransom notes  t o  them o r  something like t h a t ,  you know, and t h i s  man 
demanded a c e r t a i n  amount of money. When they d i d n ' t  come ac ros s  why 
then  they went t h e r e  t o  have a shoot  ou t .  But he wasn't  t h e r e  he s e n t  
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h i s  s tooges  and t h e r e  w a s  one o ld  man i n  t h e r e  and my mother t o l d  him, 
"Well, what do you want t o  go t h e r e  fo r?"  He says ,  "I want t o  p r o t e c t  
them." She says ,  "Well, you a r e  going t o  g e t  sho t  and g e t  k i l l e d ,  t h a t ' s  
what you're going t o  do." And s u r e  enough t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  t h a t  w a s  f i r e d  
i n  t h e  f r o n t  door t h i s  o l d  man w a s  t h e r e  wi th  h i s  gun and he  got  i t  and 
he was k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y .  Where A r t  Cioni and h i s  wi fe ,  they l i ved  t o  
t e l l  i t  and A r t  Cioni ' s  s t i l l  a l i v e .  

Q: Did A r t  Cioni do any shoot ing back? 

A: I don ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  w a s  much shoot ing  back. So then t h i s  I t a l i a n  
counsul--you know what happened t o  him? W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  was i n  May 
then ,  t h e  fe l lows  t h a t  he  had s e n t  down he re  t o  do t h e  job f o r  him, he 
d i d n ' t  pay them o f f .  So one Sunday morning, j u s t  as he  was coming out  of 
t h e  f r o n t  door,  he had h i s  l i t t l e  son by the  hand, w e l l ,  a c a r  came by 
wi th  a machine gun and j u s t  k i l l e d  him o u t r i g h t ,  

Q: Ki l led  t h e  counsul? 

A: Yes, n o t  t h e  boy. The boy was a l l  r i g h t .  But they  killed him, 
because I guess he d i d n ' t  pay o f f .  Now t h i s  w a s  what we thought.  We 
don ' t  know i t  t o  be a f a c t .  

Q: And no one knew any names of t he  people t h a t  were i n  t h e  counsulate? 

A: Well, they d id .  I never heard t h e  names of t hese  fe l lows  t h a t  were 
doing t h e  shoot ing.  But I don ' t  t h ink  t h e  two were toge the r ,  had any 
connection, because t h i s  guy t h a t  was demanding money from A r t  Cioni was 
a l t o g e t h e r  a d i f f e r e n t  fel low.  

Q: How popular was boot legging a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Very popular.  There was an awful l o t  of boot legging j o i n t s .  

Q: Why d i d n ' t  t h e  l a w  do anything about i t ?  

A: Well, i f  they d i d n ' t  c a t c h  them, they d i d n ' t  c a t ch  them, they j u s t  
d idn '  t. 

Q: They l e t  them go. 

A: They l e t  them go. And i f  they caught them, why they'd go ou t  and 
empty a l l  t h e i r  wine b a r r e l s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. And bus t  
b o t t l e s  of l i q u o r  and wine and beer .  

Q: What about gambling? Was t h e r e  a l o t  of gambling? 

A: I don ' t  think so ,  n o t  i n  Langley. 

Q: Any s l o t  machines? 

A: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were s l o t  machines i n  those  days  y e t ,  i n  1932. 
I f  t h e r e  were they weren't  around he re  t h a t  I know o f .  

End of Side Two, Tape One 


