PREFACE

This oral history of Ron Michaelson's participation in the administration
of Governor Richard Ogilvie is a product of "Eyewitness Illinois," a
program of the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. The
project was made possible in part by a grant from the Illinois Humanities
Council in cooperation with the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Additional financial support was provided by Caterpillar Tractor Company,
Arthur Andersen & Co., Canteen Corporation, Shelby Cullom Davis
Foundation, Susan Cooke House Trust and the MacArthur Foundation.
Central to this program is a conviction that the business of the governor
deserves larger and better public understanding, and that oral history
offers a distinctive way of supplying it.

Ron Michaelson was adminigtrative assistant to Governor Richard Ogilvie
from 1969~1972, Michaelson first met Richard Ogilvie, who was a sheriff
of Cook County, when Michaelson was interviewing Republicans for the
United Republican Fund in 1965. 1In 1966 Michaelson was asked to be
research director for Ogilvie's Cook County Board campaign.
Subsequently, he was administrative assistant to Ogilvie when he won the
important county position of president of the bhoard. Mr. Michaelson
recalls Ogilvie's efforts to include young people in his political 1life
as well as seasoned politicians,

Ron Michaelson was an astute political observer who earned his doctorate
in political science while working for the governor. He looked at the
staff and political personalities from a personal vantage point within
the Ogilvie administration. In this memoir he described personalities
and discussed his role as liaison between the governor's office and
several departments.,

Readers of the oral history shquld bear in mind that it is a transcript
of the spoken word. Its informal, conversational style represents a
deliberate attempt to encourage candor and to tap the narrator's memory.
However, persons interested in listening to the tapes should understand
that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should
be regarded as a primary historical source, as no effort was made to
correct or challenge the narrator. The conclusions and assertions do not
necessarily represent the views of the Illinois Humanities Council, the
National Fndowment for the Humanities, Sangamon State University, or
other sponsors, nor are these institutions responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir.




The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Cullom Davis during the
sunmer’' of 1981, Cullom Davis grew up in central TIllinois, where he
returned for a PhD in history at the University of Illinois after his
undergraduate education at Princeton University. A specialist 1in
American Studies and modern United States history, he taught at Indiana
_University before coming to Sangamon State University, where he is
professor of history and director of the Oral History Office, He is
active in the oral history profession, various historical organizations,
civic activities and Democratic politics. He is married and the father
of three children,

Linda Jett transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were
edited by Ms. Immel and reviewed by Mr. Michaelson, Linda prepared the
typescript, Florence Hardin compiled the index. Francie Staggs and
Carol Marshall assisted in the pre-interview research, Marilyn Immel
supervised the artwork, photographic layout and production. The Illinois
State Historical Library provided valuable assistance in the research
effort.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without written permission from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State
University, Springfield, Illinois 62708.
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RON MICHAELSON

July 21, 1981, Tape 1, Side 1

Q: We'll ©be talking about your association with the Ogilvie
administration, but I'd 1like to begin by tracing your political
education, in the broadest sense of that phrase, prior to ever coming
into any contact with Govermor Ogilvie. Do you want to touch on those
experiences that were a part of your political education?

A: Right., It was unusual in that I did not come up through the
political ranks of the Young Republicans, or Young Democrats, or what
have you, 1 had never been involved in partisan organizations in terms
of party work like when I was in college or after college. In college, I
was involved in campus politics to some extent, but certainly not of any
partisan nature,

Q: Excuse me, what college was that?
A: At Wheaton College,
Q: At Wheaton, right,.

A: Yes, and this was in 1963 when I graduated from Wheaton., And I'd
always intended to go to law school, which I did in the fall of 1963, T
went to Columbia Law School in New York City and spent a year out there
and found out that I really didn't like it too well. I worked awfully
hard and spent a lot of money. I know they say the first year is always
the toughest, but it just didn't seem like it was the direction I wanted
to go. So I applied and was accepted back at Northwestern in political
science in their master's program, and came back to Northwestern in the




fall of 1964. And through that time I had not had any so-called
political experience or any involvement in party matters, and continued
to have none until one day in the spring of 1965.

At the end of a class at Northwestern, the professor announced that he
had just had an inquiry from the United Republican Fund, which at the
time was the chief fundraising arm of the Republican party. It still is
in existence, but it certainly has taken a back seat now to fundraising
efforts in the state central committee, They were looking for volunteers
to do some field research and interviews on fundraising in Illinois. And
[we were asked], "If there'd be anybody interested, please see me after
class." And for whatever reason, I just went up there and inquired into
what it was.

Q: Excuse me, at that time, if you can remember, did you have any
particular career ambitions or goals?

A: No, I had assumed that I probably wanted to go on for doctorate work
in political science, perhaps to go into teaching. I didn't have
anything sketched out., Perhaps in governmental service, but that was as
specific as I was at that time. I think I was the only one from the
class who applied. They took my name and in a short time I got a phone
call from Jim Nowlan, who at that time was the--he was the so-called
staff director for this project, or the deputy staff director. The staff
director was Jim Holderman who, of course, now is president of the
University of South Carolina, At that time he had just come from working
for Ray Page, and I thinmk it was just previous to a job he took in the
chancellor's office at the University of Illinois, Chicago Circle.
Anyway, Holderman was the director, and Jim Nowlan was the assistant
director., Jim got in contact with me and signed me up.

My family had always been Republican, so I guess 1'd always identified
myself as a Republican, but that's about as far as it went. They had
about seven or eight graduate students of various stripes, and they had
sketched out an interview process where we each interviewed ten or
fifteen people. And we had developed a questionnaire and so forth. We
asked them a lot of questions in terms of fundraising activities, and
then we were to pool the responses and eventually write a report for the
United Republican Fund.

Q: Now this wasn't a random survey. This was a select . . .

A: No, it was not a random survey. This was a selected group of party
officials; some elected officials, some county chairmen, some
committeemen, some big givers to the party, just a cross section.
[United Republican] Fund wanted to improve their fundraising tactics, and
so forth. As 1 recall, we were given a few hundred bucks for our
efforts, or something 1like that. So I had about fifteen people to
interview in the Cook County area. There were some other people who were
from downstate and took downstate areas. And one of the people that I
was assigned to interview was Richard Ogilvie, who was then sheriff of
Cook County. I can remember the names of many others. I don't know if
they're of interest or not.




Q: Yes, sure.

A: I'm sure T can. Robert Stewart, who was the president of Quaker Oats
Company, was very prominent in Republican party circles., James "Bunny"
East, who was a ward committeeman in the city of Chicago. [He was a].
Republican, and always close to the Democrats, and quite a notorious and
real colorful guy. I remember I interviewed him, which was really an
education.

Q: Was he a westsider?

A: I don't know if he was in the westside wards or nmot. I don't recall.
Tim Sheehan, I believe he was Cook County chairman at that time, Those
are some that come to mind. But, I had about a dozen or fifteen.
Ogilvie was one of the more prominent ones, and soc I did set up an
interview with him. And there was a format that we went through--a
questionnaire, you know., And then after we were done, we just chatted a
little bit. And during my year at Northwestern and even before that,
because Ogilvie was elected sheriff in 1962, I knew his name. And he was
a Republican sheriff after a long line of Democratic sheriffs, and he had
a reputation as a big crime fighter and law enforcement guy. I thought
he did a pretty decent job, and I was really looking forward to meeting
him, We had a very, very warm and interesting conversation.

At the end of the meeting I said, "Would there ever be any possibility of
working for you?" or I might have said, "How does one get involved?" And
he said, "Well, the only job I would have available right now would be a
guard in the Cook County jail." Of course, he was responsible for the
jail. He said, "I doubt if that's what you're interested in." And he
laughed. And I said, "No, not really." But he said, "I'll keep you 1in
mind.” And then we departed and so forth, I didn't know how genuine
that was. I dropped him a thank-you note, et cetera. Well, this was in
the spring of 1965.

I suppose it was sometime in the summer or just a few months later, Jim
Holderman called. I don't know if our research project had terminated or
not. Jim was going to play a major role in Ogilvie's campaign. He
[Ogilvie] was going to run for president of the [Cook] County Board in
1966 and had recalled our conversation. [Jim said,] "He was impressed
with you and wondered if you would be interested in doing research on the
campaign as the research director for the campaign?" And I said, "Yes."
And we closed the deal. And the director of the campaign that I met
before I actually started the job was Jeb Magruder from Watergate fame,

Q: Is that right?

A: That's right., I remember meeting him out at Pheasant Run in St.
Charles., He, at that time, was an executive with Jewel Food and involved
in Republican circles, and Magruder was going to be the director, the
campailgn director. We had a nice conversation. And about three or four
days later he resigned and moved to California to take some big
opportunity.




Q: That's intriguing.

A: Yes. So that's how I gained entree. And when I joined the campaign
staff--1 should say that next fall I was accepted at Carbondale, Southern
Illinois [Universityl, and started my course work, and did a lot of
commuting on weekends at the campaign's expense. 1'd be doing research
while I was away and so forth, and, of course, during the summer.

Q: So thig was a salaried job?
A: This was a salaried job.
Q: Part-time?

A: Full-time in the summer, part-time while I was down in Carbondale--
just spending as much time as I really could. And he had a relatively
small campaign staff. They only had two or three paid people on the
staff, on a full-time basis. And most of the other people who were
associated with the campaign, either full-time or part-time, had come up
through the party circles, you know, Young Republicans or through the
party organization someway. So I really was an anomaly in that respect.
But that's how I initially got involved.

Q: Ogilvie apparently had a special attachment to the Young Republicans,
didn't he?

A: Yes, because he came up through the Young Republicans with Bill
Scott., He and Bill Scott were friends, and they came up through the
Young Republican ranks together, Ogilvie went to Kent Law School. I
think Bill Scott went to Northwestern. I'm not sure, But they were very
close and came up about the same time.

Q: Did that leave you on the outs in any sort of way, in terms of any
bond that existed among a lot of the other . . .

A: I really never felt that., Ogilvie was bright and intelligent, and he
appreciated some degree of scholarship., I felt 1 was accepted for my
abilities and my talents, and the fact that I didn't have any party
credentials certainly wasn't held against me. I guess I demonstrated
that I was loyal to the cause or loyal to him, and that's really all that
mattered.

Q: You were doing issue research?

A: I was doing issue research. Cook County Hospital and their problems
still exist today——transportation, mainly highways—-some reorganization
proposals which really lead up to when Ogilvie was finally put into
office. We created what we called the "Little Hoover Commission" to
reorganize Cook County government. The health services area was
certainly one of the major areas. And I wrote position papers for him,
and did a little speech drafting. But I was really pretty rough at that.
So it was mainly issue research and a good many of the things were
developed into the campaign in terms of a platform, and so forth.




Q: Now was your relationship directly to him for the most part?

A: Directly to him., We had an office in the Chicago Temple Building at
77 West Washington, where he would usually make an appearance once a day
or once every other day. [There were a] small set of offices and we'd
always chat, so I had access to him; however, not a whole lot. Tom
Drennan, who was really the man behind the scenes, ran his campaign and
called most of the shots. I worked closely with Tom in terms of, you
know, showing him the research, and Tom would review it. And either
Drennan and Ogilvie, or the three of us would then discuss it, and
discuss what elements that he might want to make use of in terms of the
campaign. So in terms of campaigns--now that was a, you know, one-man-
show kind of situation. Although once the campaign got going, there's a
whole lot of volunteers and it got to be a pretty good-sized operation.

Q: How long did that job last?

A: That job really lasted—of course, in the summer of 1966, I was here
full time., I had one quarter of course work left to complete., And I
also had a teaching assistantship which was in the fall of 1966, and I
would go down to Carbondale. I would fly down Sunday night and be down
there Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Then I'd drive to St. Louis and
fly home Wednesday night, and work on the campaign Thursday, Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday. And I did this for those three months., I think
they're on a quarter system down there, so it was the fall quarter. And
that completed my course work.

And then, of course, Ogilvie did win the election. And he asked me to
join his staff as one of three administrative assistants, which he
employed as Cook County Board president. It worked out nicely because I
was more or less finished with my on-campus work at Carbondale. I did
get credit through some kind of an internship program for my work on the
campaign, so everything really worked out very nicely in a lot of ways.

Q: So you really worked, what, a year and a quarter on the campaign?
A: Really worked about a year and a quarter, that's right,

Q: How would you describe Ogilvie's receptivity to issue ideas that you
developed?

A: He was very receptive to real ideas of substance, and I was gratified
that a lot of the things that I developed were incorporated somehow into
the campaign. I just felt that, here was a person, if he were elected,
who was really going to try to do something and make some changes.

People have often said that the county board president of Cook County is
the third most important political office in the state of Illinois,
behind the governor and mayor of the city; controls a lot of jobs and a
huge budget. At that time I don't think I had any inclination of what
his higher political ambitions might have been. I just thought that,
here was a guy who was not the average run-—of-the-mill politician, but he
really wanted to make some changes, and I was pretty ldealistic at that
time. Why, [I thought] there was a real good government crusader and it
was good to be a part of it.




Q: Did you sense a political philosophy that he employed to judge these
ideas?

A: It was not very evident. He'd always been labeled as a law and order
type of a person. 0f course, he had that reputation from being a
prosecutor in the United States attorney's office, wherever that was,
when he prosecuted a couple of syndicate figures. And so some people
just said he was a conservative-—just judging from that--but I could
really never get a handle on it. He just seemed to be a real down-to-
earth person and he was personable to talk to. He was genuine and hard
working, and philosophy really never much entered my mind.

Q: Okay. Then what about your service to him as an administrative
assistant?

A: Well, there were three of us, one of whom was a lawyer, Alexander
White, who later became chairman of the Industrial Commission when
Ogilvie became governor, and 1s now a circuit court judge. Brian Whalen
was the other assgistant, and Brian was his only administrative assistant
when he was sheriff of Cook County. Brian came from Loyola University
through Young Republicans, and he was really very typical of the young
person who was coming up through the ranks. And then I was the third
assistant. As Ogilvie made other appointments in other areas of Cook
County govermment and persomnnel and public relations and the like, it was
obvious that young people were really going to be given a chance, and
were given a lot of visibility. He was very much committed to going with
youthful people,

Q: Why?

A: I don't know. I really don't know whether it was his Young
Republican background, or if at that time he was about the only rising
Republican star in Cook County. Of course, Bill Scott was certainly a
prominent figure. In 1966, I think Bill Scott was state treasurer, but
we really have to check on that, It was in 1968 when Scott ran against
Percy in the Republican primary for senator and got beat. But Scott
wasn't on the local scene as Ogilvie was.

Ogilvie was the only person in the city or the county that really looked
like he had a future in the Republican party. And, I'm sure, just that
fact attracted people to him. Why he in turn was attracted to younger
people in positions of responsibility, I don't know. Now it wasn't
exclusively a younger set because Tom Drennan, who was his chief advisor,
was an old journalist who went way back in Chicago and Cook County
politics, and who was very well seasoned in politics and campaigns, and
so forth. So there was an element of balance, and maybe he felt that he
had that kind of protection., He had the seasoned veterans to help
balance off the youthful idealism of younger people.

Q: Was there ever a sense on your part that he went generally after
younger people because of the need for absolute loyalty?

A: That's part of it. I was married in 1967, so I was initially single
when I started working on the campaign, but by the time--well, no, I'll
take that back. In 1967 was the mid-point of the term as [Cook] County




Board president, and it turned out he only stayed for two years. A lot
of the people on the staff were single, and obviously a single person has
a lot of extra time on his or her hands, and is willing to devote a good
deal of effort., And the younger person to a lot of extent, I think, is
willing to take a little extra time and try to get that head start and
move up the ladder. You have that extra degree of dedication on the part
of some of them. I think that might have been a factor. He got a lot of
work out of them.

Q: That's right. A lot of effort but also loyalty. I was wondering if
that was in any way, that the older people might have their own base or
their own . . .

A: Yes, I'm sure that probably played a part because a lot of the
younger people did not have any prior loyalties, and Ogilvie was the
first really rising star that they latched on to. So there was a very
strong degree of loyalty. And you know, commitment to a cause, to a
person, what have you, a good esprit de corps.

Q: Did the relationship ever seem one of mentor and protege? I mean was
he in a sense grooming people for their own political careers?

A: I npever sensed that at that time. You know, perhaps later, during
when he was governor, that probably did occur. I guess we can talk about
that later.

Q: Yes.

A: But at that time, I didn't sense it. Of course, I was still so new
to the whole game that some of these things that might have been
pervasive, I might have been missing. But I didn't feel that at that
time.

Q: What kind of work did you do then for . . .

A: At that time one of the major responsibilities was this "Little
Hoover Commission" which we set up, and I was given the responsibility to
run with that as staff director. We appointed about fifteen or twenty
prominent Chicago area business people, people from academia and people
from the media, and so forth, a broad-based committee to try to institute
reforms in Cook County government. A lot of which was based on research
that I'd done during the campaign. That was a very major effort of mine,

Another major effort was a campaign suggestion that he had made based on
research, to develop a Cook County Council of Governments, which at that
time was a phenomenon that was picking up steam nationwide. This idea in
metropolitan areas, you know, getting all these units together in some
kind of cooperative ventures. And we proposed ome for Cook County, and
we had meetings with a lot of suburban officials, with mayors, and
village presidents, and township people, and so forth. You know, which
as I look back on it was great politics for Ogilvie, because you really
got to meet a lot of people and it was a good-government kind of issue
that most people couldn't object to. He got good press, and, of course,
the media liked it, It was a new innovation, along with this "Little
Hoover" thing.




The "Little Hoover Commission"--we had legislative recommendations that
needed Springfield action, but we also had recommendations that needed
county board approval. We also had some ideas that he could implement by
executive action, so those two areas encompassed most of my time. And as
I began to find out, as we progressed and as it appeared obvious that
Ogilvie was going to try to run for governor in 1968, he was planning his
campaign on the theme of a good-government type reformer. And the
"Little Hoover Commission” type of work was going to be very important in
trying to sell himself, not only to the party machinery in a primary
fight, but also to the electorate. It was so important that he get good
media treatment and attention, and that we get the move on things very
quickly, because even though it was a four year term, you know, the
gubernatorial election was two years away. That became obvious to me,
as we really went down the road a pilece, as to how important it was. So
those two areas really involved a lot of work.

I did a little speech writing, and did some traveling with him. We got
involved in the National Association of Counties, which is a nationwide
assoclation of county officials, which at that time was a good-sized
group. Now it's a very large——in fact where I got a lot of my research
ideas, I attended a NACO convention when I was on the research staff
during the campaign. I think it was the only trip I took. Went down to
New Orleans and attended a convention and brought back a lot of books and
proposals, and stuff, So then we joined NACO, when Ogilvie was elected,
and we went out to their annual conventions each year and got some
additional ideas. And that began to get his name circulated outside the
state, because Cook County had never been a member of the group, and they
had always wanted to get Cook County. Cook County didn't want to have
anything to do with them because they felt that they didn't need
anybody's help. And the fact that, you know, we joimed, and Ogilvie got
a lot of attention; mnot a lot but some attention, within that
organization. It was a pretty full two years and it went pretty quickly,
And of course, you know, half-way into it or, two-thirds into it, he
announces for governor at a primary fight, and so forth. So things moved
pretty quickly. (laughs)

Q: Yes, I guess so. A couple of issues or topics relating to the county
board business. One charge against him was that he had managed to amass
a patronage army. In fact, he was the largest patronage dispenser among
Republicans during that period, and he was criticized for that as
building toward the 1968 campaign, obviously by his rivals for
nomination. Any comments on that or not?

A: Well, although I wasn't involved in the area, it was very obvious to
me that the patronage was a real problem for him, that might have been a
boon in some ways, but it was a real problem in other ways. Because a
lot of the ward committeemen and township committeemen were really
starved, because they'd beem on the outs for so long, because the
Democrats had held most of the jobs. And now when Ogilvie gets in--sure
he was a party guy-—he was a party man, but he had enough of the reform
element within him that he didn't meet everybody's demands in terms of
patronage.

It was also a difficulty in that his office and the person who headed up
the effort, John Nimrod, who is now a state senator, was initially in

















































































































































































































































