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John Rmepfle was born in Cincinnati in 1923. HB his R . D .  
in li-ture frm Saint Imh Unives8ity in 1967. Dr. m f l e  is 
pmsmtly a proEessor of English at  Suqmm Shte Univemity. He was 
mmd Illhob Author of the Year in -, 1986. John and his w i f e  ~~~~~~~~~~. 

-of ~ ~ ~ n m m . l r & x u l d b e a r i n m i n d t h a t i t i s z n  
tmxcript of s p h ~  word, and a t  #e interviemar, mxmtcr and 
editor m@rt  to presarve the InfOrmdl, amematimal mle that is 
inhem& in such hbkrical-. Sanganwrn State University and 
t f a a p u b l i c ~ o f  C h C i n n a t i a n d ~ t r m C a n r t y ,  w o a r e n o t  
responsible for the factual acamcy of the mir, nor for views 
&qras s@~; thesea re f a rU~@reade r to judge .  



Q: T h b  is -y, .the 22nd of sepbdxr  1957, abcrut 1:30 h the 
aftemmnh-harbratSt. LuuisaboardtheGoldenrod. I m  
talking to Captain Jolm W. Menke vho is a kinl of patrianzh of 
-k. Well, captain, I knw that yau were a ~incinnatllan 
first, is that right? 

A: No, let ma aee . . . arcurrl 1902. I mnt to Jsl~ey City in 1902. 
myed till 1904. 

A: Well, I worked in a watch factcay in Jewtly City, my bmther and 
I. Ibrabauttvmyears, Igusss. l k e n w e b u i l t a m t c r v e r  
there while wcaXing in the w a  factory, at night ard on Sundam. 
TOOkabmtnineIPcnthstofinishthejcb. Y h e n w e g u t ~ , w a  
m a d e ~ i w ' l s ~ N a r Y a r k ~ a n A u p t h e ~ R i m a r r l  
dawn to Rdcamy an3 Sanay Hook and all amnr9. S h i  it by rail to 
PittsRuepl and mme down the Ohio RSm to c i n c h  p and that's how 
we gat mr first shmbcat. Gat: a job w i t h  Frenchls New Sensatim 
doing the -siIq. M we've been &obhl  
bath of us, my brother and I. 

tins - day sfnce, 



Q: Where did y m  live in C h h t i ?  

A: We lived at 1736 Quem City Averrue, Cl- they call it. 

Q: Well, yau luantimd Fkexh's New Sensation. The natne is pmtty 
well hmn. Can ycru tell us anymxg about that operation? 

Q: Yes, that's the Hiram ~011- boat. 

A: Yea, the city of !X. Lcruis U d n l t  let any ahcrwboats land at St. 
Imb. s o w e w e n t t o f ~ a r t ~ ~ M o o r e g a v e u s a n  
injunaicnasainetulecityofst. ~ t o l o e e p ~ ~ i n t e r f d n g  
w i t h a x c h s i n e e r s r z u d ~ m s d e i t ~ t ,  sowehavan'tM 
bmlamd since. 

Q: Wall, I was thinldng that over. Did y m  have rights at a public 
lztming? Is that ha4 that ccxxt d6K:iSim was made? 



Q: Well, thiEiSltnnySarth. Now, ~ y a u r a n t h a t ~ y a u ~  
lsrtraight nvaladxamas 081- river? 

A: No, thay - inlmy~-m ago mst of the boats carried variety 
ahaws, didn't have m y  meldralrm. 

A: Magic a h  and all W of dame acts and all the acts you had 
a-• 
Q: When did --first, a m y b d y  that ever thinks of a shawboat, 
thinks of t b  play* of the malodrama. When did that all cam into 
the picbr@? 

A: Qlly when we shrkl to play the bigger cities. 

Q: Is that so? 

A: We a p m d  in P i t b h q h  w i t h  tww old-time shcrws and did the lsarne 
here at St. Ids .  Wrt themeldrams mver did go on the mad at 
all. It was always in bigger cities. It was about the s a n ~  style 
a h o w t h e y h a d i n t a n t a h c r w s .  

Q: Well, hcrw did those little cmrdxy d- met to like 
a magich ehw? 

Q: I thinkyau- earlier that yatr first boat was the . . . 

a: what h t  - yeru us* to tm that, Captain? 

A: ah, business was good. 

a: It was? 

A: Abcut 1904 and 1905, I guess. 

a: mt was he lmmhgm? 



A: Faur pars. Faur years arrd wei m t  her for $26,000 and we uwed 
$6000 an her v h n  #e bank dmed us up in 1907. I had a partner at 
t h w t t h e b y W n a m e o f  B r a d O o l e n r a n ~ T t h h k I l e f t w k h a t m  
dollar bi l l  d he had the game, lxlrste8. 

anything. lhEPl they sold it to a fdlm in Littlemod, Wsgt Viryinia  
ard  he gave them a bum note for it an3 t h q  didnlt *-he twk it up 
the-nRiverandbslznkinWi-inths-aRiver 
in.theEL&COBICIwirrter~~bankwashddingtbsbag. 



John W. 3 

A: The city dnesnlt hrnre srry jurisdiction war boats. A migable 
streamisccnrtrolledbythegaTarrmwtnt. A l l t h e r e w a s t o i t w a s i t  
was not a buil-, i t w a s  a b a t e  

A: No, they were always-years ago n m t  of the boats carried variety 
sham, didnlt have my mel-. 

A: Magic acts and all kin% of acts & all the acts yau had 
a w =  

A: Only we shrtd to play .the bigger citiw. 

Q: Is that sa? 

A: W e  crpened in Pi tkkrgh with two o l d - t h  lshcrws and did W sme 
here at St. Lads. But the melodranras never did go on the road at 
all. It was always in bigger cities. It was about the same swle 
a h c k J w h a d i n t e r k s h m s .  

A: C%I, they always 1- a l l  k h d s  of variety shows, m y  old L3hCIW. 

Q: What boat ware yax usw to tal that, Captain? 

Q: The Wabash. I like to ge t  thhgs set. Well, huw did yau do 
h d - w i s e i n  .udose early days w i t h  me boat? 



custcaaerrl. A n d ~ w a s f o u r a r f i v e l x d r e d p e o p l e c r u t m ~ ~ r e  
tryhqtogetcaafbrehewasloadeduxp. ~oldcrutandtfew@rewhg 
msemedsreatsatthattiaae, wesoldart:bmw&bin&vame. We 
~ a n a l l ~ w a y u p \ x r Y t i l O c t o b e r 1 5 a n d t h e n ~ ~ e m n r e d d a ~ n t o t h e  
Faor Theater in St .  L a i s ,  ard we shcrwed to 23,000, a b u t  23,000 
pecple, the fimt m y  at the Fcrx. W e  did four or five ahclwei. I 
forg8t h w  many shnwzr. 

A: It was all very good. All the fanmra e v a ~  way cnrt fn the camtry 
tcraktheirfemesdamandnradeparkhqlatswxtoftherm. Theyxnade 
m o r e ~ w i t h p m M r r g 1 a t s ~ ~ d i d w i t h t h d r f a r n r .  
(1-1 

A: Axxk I304 and 1905, I guess. 

A: W e l l , h e d i c l n ' t d o ~ t y i % d i r r g .  H e j u s t a L w a y s h a d ~ r u n  
Wmm for him. On the ather boats, he d d  IAce a laan on his boats 
t h a t a o u l d ~ t e ~ a l l b y t 3 l e n m & ~ 8 8 .  

Q: Well, I1ve been told by a number of pecple that he was a shrewd 
P=w P-• 

A: Wall, the old laaan made a lo t  of rimmy. He WEIS a d o e  old guy. 



Q: The bank tocrk the boat for W e ,  I w? 
A: had a buyer in sight. A mnan up there at ~~ was 

inthssemrdWirrter&thebankwholdingthsbag. 

Q: what did ycRl do? 
a m  that wim ywr 

back the business 

A: Well, that's when Garland Nerma gut his ME, he's dclwn here in a 
little tawn called Cave in m, Illhis. He gut W the boat a 
w l e  of days w i t h  the mob-t. Smethhg h a w  wi.th the 
nmtc&mt. he couldn't aet it stark3 or scaaethhm. He was trailins 

Q: Ch, I see. Yes, yrxt always had big boats. 

A: yes. We always had the big boats, nwerhad the artrall oms. 

A: Well, pmbbly 1911, 19U, 1913 . . . a b u t  b m  years and I bought 
the mter NEW York h old man price. Had it five days. In fact a 
shfij-mx up at Newburgh, and she was a to ta l  
10138:. 

so? 



A: Yes. We used one barge, a regular barge built to taw corn w i t h .  

Q: Well, let's depart an that a little bit. Hcrw did they load the 
-7 

A: By the sack. 

A: About a h s h d  and a half in a sack. 

A: Oh, no. Shelled m. 

Q: What was .that for? Old Mamqhdie? W&e they mkhg a vhiskq 
art: of it ar smembg? 

A: No, it was all &dpd usually to ~aaErvfile. They wwld load it 
in cars at Paducah and Bron)p3cmtt Illinois. 



Q: That Sematim n w t  of been kird of a luxtrims boat at $22,000, 
wasnlt it- 

A: Oh, she was a big boat. It was h~ go& ahape when I got it and we 
crpera- it fram then cm until abcrut 1931. 

Q: Whan yau transferred that b t  £ran Rice to yamelf, was that 
j u s t a v e r S 3 a l m y c r u m a d e ?  

A: YES, it was. No papars h z d s  at all. 

Q: well, ncrw let's aee. Yau had a Serneraticm and W Hollywucd and 
bothoftheseboatscametotragicends, Igusss. 

Q: H o l l m  in 1936, wasn't it? 

Q: well, thatte i m e t h h g  that can be chedcd. -y, you were in 
P i - . . .  

A: In Pittatmgh wit31 this boat in 1930, 1929 or 1930. we were 
&awing here l&en the Holl - pasedoutintheice. Onewasin 
1931 and this wasl in . 1, boats a m  much like people, 
.they just die off of old age. When they get so bad off tha t  you can't 
operabthm, y o u e i t h e r g o t t o f l x o r l e t t h a n g o b y t h e ~ .  



Q: Nt day? 

Q: Did ycru shm t'Uncle Tan's C!!biIVt in m s ?  

Q: Yau don't ahcrw tVmle Tam's Cabintt here either? 

Etd of side one, Tape one 

Q: YQU msrrtioned that you had all the scripts for ywr mel~dramas. 
Yclu had gotten them frean an actor at me the. 

A: wall, h e w r u s a ~ a n d h e w c u l d t r a v d a l l ~ a h c r w s d c r w n  
to w: eight in tb3 cast. He was very good at that. We did a 
good jcb of it. I wish he was still diw, I1d 1 b  to have him w i t h  

yet* 

Q: What was his naras, Captain? 

A: Fredericks, I have forgotten his first name m. 










