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Preface 



G i u l i a n a  MenicJletti, Ocrtaber 11, 1972, Sprinsfield, Illinois. 

A: It was January ths 9th, 1905. I was married in 1904. 

Q: Was your husband a coal miner? Did he wrk all his life in the 
rllhes? 

A: He wrked all his life, since I was 21. 

Q: 1wmldljJretoaskyatsarreq.mtiansabcrutyoursalf. Ycruwerea 
-? Did ycru in work and made clothes for a living? 

A: I ww a drsssma)oer. I was a tailor, too, for the man, 

Q: Was the area in whi& ycna m livSng right araund m? The same 
hcruse? 



Q: Do yeru think the people might have looked at you or against ycru 
because ycru are X W h ?  

A: No, became I never talked and didn't know, They just looked 
atthewayIwasdressed. I h a d a d r e E t s ~ t w a s a b c u t t o t h e k n e e o r  
four belcrw, and a slewe that was W. So was the collar on 
the jacket. The people 1- a t  me bacawe they didn't have clothes 
l b  .that at that the. E ~ ~ U S B  the pqle  were poor, they didn't find 
 clothe^ like tht in Sprhqffeld. 

Q: Yat were a -, you had nice clothes becrpuse yau made all 
your awn clothes. 

Q: When you mnrad to Sprirqfield, in Jarruary of 1905, yau were still a -. D i d  ycw do r#wt of yaur mrk for IWian wmm? 

A: No, m&ly for teachsns. in Rivertcpl, many 
teachers. So w h m  I mae to Sprwield, there wwre the high school 
tea- too. When m mared to Sprirqfield, my da-ter startad to 
Springfield Buahess mllege. Meet of the Italian pcple w e r e  frm 
satrth Italy. After I wwld work for one mdc ca scme material, thq 
didn't want to pay me very nuch. I U d  say, "You can give me what you 
wmt." ThGywwldwantto~y-*. I-, ' 'matcan1 
do? " 

Q: Did ycru have a lot  of Italian frisnds here in tam? 



A: YB, but t h q  carae taxrebecause, fixst I had the kids, arrd then  I 
bad my brother wfio had shell shock £ran the First World War. So I 
stayed hum I didn't care if I had to go out. 

Q: what was the name of the store? 

A: Yes, but I dcm't w a n t  to get h b  that. JWen ncrw yrru drmrt 
)awkJ--hrt -1e W d  go lm the cumulate for ass-, like if they 
had black luq. My ~LI&UY~ had black 1- and a h m t  died and I didn't 
Incrwwherstogoforhelp. 

Q: Was the Italian consulate for Italians I&IO mre not yet citizerus of 
thJ,ocrurrtry? 

(2: the Italian awlsulate was mainly for Italians not yet citizens. 
Where was the consulate lacaw? 



Q: When ycru - livw in Riverton, ~ l l i m i s ,  did y m  knm a family by 
the nanvj of the W i l l i a m  -? 

IwmthcmeandtoldmyhuabandthatOldManFkasmhadanew 
-ter and she doesn't knm a q t h k q  abaut sell-. Ins- of 
s h d q m s t h e  jarandte l l iqmei twasgoods tuf f ,  shedidnltwerntto 
s e l l m e m & h q .  Theywlereartickrakssinthe jar, andthereweresweet 
potatcms. But Eihe said Wt we didnlt we Italians didn't 
eat the sweet potaW-ht she shcruld have sold ms the jar. W 1 ,  I 
didnttrsay-becauseshsdidtn't)acrwhclwtosellthe-. 

A: They cartle here before 1922. Wzt we wwld trade with this Lithuanian 
store. If they didn't have a food, we &d go to masas for the 
Fbwmoc;heese, anda lot of ths Italian stuff. capredtothe ather 
mPle-Y-F-=Ygood. 

Q: What &but the Cathnlic here in Springfield, did yuu have any 
bad exprimces w i t h  it? 

A: I in a f d l y  my, scrrre of the d l d r e n  wtzre big, athers were 
small. B u t o n e ~ W h e m n y ~ w a s ~ a f t e r ~ ,  thisfriend 
of his caane by nrd asbd him bhy he didn't fix his &ildmnts dmes 
~ o f s e p d i r r g t h e m a r t t o t h e ~ .  M y w s a i d t h a t h e  
didn't kmv the trade. Eut the visitor said that my h u s h d  had two 
h a n a s l l h h i m a n d ~ t n y ~ s h c r u l d t z y .  well, menightmy 
husband was txyhq to fix rry shoes. He was at the k i w  table, and 
k h a m m s a p i ~ o f w a t e r o n t h e h b l e .  Prettysoonsan&&ylaocked 
an the door. My huabana op-ed the door and it m s  the priest. It w a s  



Q: Was W priest Italian? 

A; No. But ths priest said that we dmuld give him the first paycheck 
a n d ~ t w e w l e d w a i t a r r d h a n r e t h e ~ p a y c h e c k .  Thenthepriest 
went to the table and pi- up ths pi- and sniffed it. Maybe he 
thought it had w i n e  or beer, I don't lawrw vhat. My husband asked, 
Vather, are you Do you want a drink?I1 IvOh n o , I 1  said the 
priest. Well, the prie& failed in that part. My hudxtrd said that he 
W d g i v e h i r n ~ ~ p a ~ W t h e h a d t o h a v e t h e f i r s t o n e t o  
fedhischildresl. Well, t h e ~ i ~ ~ t ~ a n d a s k a d t h e F r a s c c # i i n  
Italyville-it was called that because of the ccanpany hcxllses. Ths 
p r i e E l t t n l d t h e F h x m s t h a t h e d i d n l t ~ t o  see~uryof theMeslichetti 
family in his church again. The. Frasaos aahd Jce, ray husband, *y he 
didn't let a priest hasre pyche& for the coal. Joe said that he 
had to have the rrrwmey. Ihe priest said not for us to ccane to his 
churclh, evm if - died. 
Well, when I had the baby I had the flu. T h e  baby was a blue baby, 
he stayed flat he was fhe, but if he raised up he got blue. We didn't 
h a w ,  andnckerventhedoztorhm~. MybabyCCUldnltmrse, somybaby 
d i d .  Eut for sixmanths or senren mnths he lived. U h t i l  one mmhg 
whan I WEIS ready to fix him, he died in ny arrrrs. My G a l ,  he died just 
w i t h o u t  a scnm3. I sart o m  of my darn- for the priest arrd whim she 
faMdhim, h e r e ~ t o c x n r u t w i l A ~ h a r ~ h e l e a r n e d h e r ~ m e .  He 
shut the door in front of b like a dcg. daughter waited a little 
bit, t 2 m  knocked again. She waited and fineilly canre hare. I told her 
to go h c k  ard get  the priest and mt to get off the frurrt por& until 
the priest came WfIA her. Tim priest's told the priest that 
the baby had died and if he didn't go baptize the baby, it wmld be his 
faultncrttbparents. Shstoldhimthatthefathervmrkadinthemine 
awl the nrother WEUS hame alm w i t h  the child. H e  said, llNo.fr He 
finally cam kut when he mivd the hiby had died. But vhen the priest 
arrivadftoldhimthebabyhaddied. Iashdhirnwfiyhehadwaitedto 
cae. He czrme tm late for the baby was dead. I didn't say anything, 
itwastcmlah. W h s n t t a e ~ w a s h e l d a l l t h e I t a l i a n s w e r e t h e r e .  
R b e r e w w s t h e ~ ,  ~ ~ w i t h t h s i r ~ ~ .  Whenwewere 
readyforthefumralthepriestwaslate, andthebaywhowassuppose 
tohelphimwasallrewdy. 

y t ~ ~ d i d l o l c r w ~ l t h e e u t l a r a l t h a t ~ r x l s l w a h t r a o t  
baptized. H h  ~~ arrd m l a t i m  at the Raeral aekd  him wfry the 
p r i e g t w a e l a b a n d i t = ~ w ~ b a b y h a d n o t ~ ~ i z e d .  The 
paY'errts of ths altar bay f& out that the child had not been w i z e d  



Q: Plsrrs ms an Italian ammlate here in Springfield, what was the 
f U w t i c 0 1  of the consulate? was it for the Italh miners or what? 

Q: The consulate helped the -18 who did not speak English. Do you 
remrber the 1- of the the mrmlate was here in Sprirasfield? 

Q: W m  the Italian m a t e  arcRvld at that time? 



A: Yes, lxrt he owLdnvt help us and we didn't go to him because we 
didn't m nmney. 

Q: Do yau recall the Italian consulatefs name? 

~ ~ t I W d ~ b e a b l e t o c a r e f o r . m y b r o t h e r W t I t o l d ~ e m  
I ~ a ~ ~ t a i l o r a n d ~ t I ~ d ~ h a v e a n y p ~ l e m w i t h  
him. W r t I d i d . t ; e l l ~ ~ ~ t I w a s ~ a n d t h a t ~ h a d ~ ~ r k s d  
  so many-. Butnlybm&4erwantedtoacmehartlewithnsand 
hewuldnmbmscry, rrsofeoakhhha~~. Theminchargetddm~!he  
w a s n ~ t p i d b y t b ~ a r d I l ~ a t h i m a r Y ; Z a s h d h u v ~ ~  
had to give him faa: &asasling ny bmther. He told mer a and I 
lhxqhknat. Iiem~stmrt. I g a v e h i m ~ ~ a n d h e ~ t o b e  
satisfied. I wme glad I gwe him the mney. And ycru knm khaw mu& the 
~ g e w e ~ t o ~ f o r n y ~ , ~ h i s c l o t h s s a n d s u d ~ ?  
I tm~$45amarth .  W h m w e w m t t o C a l i f o r n i a t o ~ i e e a u : ~ s o n  
a n d ~ o f ~ ~ ~ h S a n J o s e , ~ g t a ~ w ~ o r m o r e .  Itold 
them I gut $45 a nmth and they told nue that I w a ~  crazy. Friendtit of my 
s o n h a d t h e ~ ~ ~ ~ p a i d $ U O a ~ t h f o r t h s s ~ u r r ! t y p e o f  
care. m e y t o l d m e t h a y ~ t e l l i n g n u t ~ t r u t h .  l h e y ~ s o t o l d m e  
t o g o ~ a n d ~ ~ i ~ ~ a n d a s k f 0 r m r e m c ) n e y .  

Q: Ib y m  fed .that since you were unfamiliar with the wlish languzlge 
thatthismaanrnighthavebeen~advmtageofyau? 

A: Sure. 



Q: Did have any churn,  do yau remnbx? 

A: No. No childran. 

R e s t  of htemiaw ie inaudible d in Italian. 


