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APPENDIX B (conclusion)

CORRESPONDENCE INTERVIEWS

This concluding section of Appendix B presents the information
collected by correspondence, as augmented by certain personal (face-
to-face) and telephone contacts.

Preceding the presentation of the information collected, the persons
providing the informat®on are listed showing the types and dates of
inputs. More information on these persons may be found in Appendix A.

Following the listing of persons making inputs, the information
collected is keyed to the plan lay-out sketches and the questions which
were sent out in the questionnaire used., There is a plan lay-out sketch,
with associated questions, for each of the four floors of the building
and one for the general lay-out of the two lots involved.

Information recelved in written form 1s quoted. When the information
was from verbal inputs, the comments are as formulated by the researchex
from notes taken.

At the end of the responses to questions, several miscellaneous
comments not included elsewhere in the report are presented.
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PERSONAL (FACE-TO-FACE) CONTACTS

Clayton, Charles, Sr., Sept. 28, 1978
Denton, Ethel, Nov. 13, 1978
Drone, Lucille, Sept. 13, 1978
Sept. 25, 1978
Sept. 26, 1978
Nov. 13, 1978
Nov. 14, 1978
Gilbert, Gail, Sept. 5, 1978
Logsdon, Robert, Jr. Sept. 12, 1978
McGehee, Mahala, Sept. 5, 1978
Morse, Larry, Aug. €?) , 1978
Rich, Effi, Sept. 12, 1978
Shell, Bill, Sept. 1, 1978

TELEPHONE CONTACTS

Awalt, Hester, Sept. 12, 1978
Cholsser, Fred, Dr., Sept. 27, 1978
Sept. 28, 1978

Deitz, Opal, Aug. 28, 1978

Sept. 11, 1978

Sept. 25, 1978

Nov. 13, 1978
Fargo, Dorothy, Jan. 3, 1979
Yoster, John, Aug, 28, 1978
Hair, Thomas R., Jr., Nov. (?) , 1978
Miller, Gledda, Sept. 26, 1978
Scates, Pat, Jr., Mrs.,, Sept. 26, 1978
Vaught, N. A., Sept. 26, 1978
White, David, Sept. 26, 1978
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INFORMATTION

FIRST FLOOR

1. What were the first floor (basement) rooms used for? If
for storage, what types of things were stored? =-Where?
=When?

"Contained coal furnace. Also for storage.”
—-Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

"The basement was used in the summer because of the

heat."
~Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978

2, Was a basement room ever used as a kitchen? If so, can you
describe it?

"No, Original kitchen in one story building across
courtyard,"
=Charles Allen, Nov, 13, 1978

"I don't remember where the kitchen was."
—Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978

3. Was the flooring wood? -GConcrete? =Dirt?

"Believe it was wood."
—Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

"Wood. With grass rugs and wicker furniture. I'm sure
the floor must have been wood."
=Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978

4, Was there a ceiling? ~Or were the joists just open?

"A ceiling."
—Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

5, Where was the furnace? -Coal bin? When were they put in?

"In basement. Uncertain when installed."
-Charles Allen, Nov, 13, 1978

"I think in the southwest corner."” (Mrs. Fargo apparently

meant the west corner as she placed the notation "furnace"

in the plan lay-out sketch at that corner of the building.)
~Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978
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The bank bullding faces southeast in this picture. The
closest corner to the photographer is the south corner. The
corner to the left of the picture, at the back of the building,
is the west corner.

(Photo courtesy Gail Gilbert)
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SECOND FLOOR

l.

4.

Do you recall a circular stalrcase in room A? If so, describe
it in as much detail as you can., When was it removed? Can
you recall anyone talking about it? Was it carpeted, stained,
painted? What color? Was the bannister railing the same
color? Was there a closet enclosed under the stairs?

"Cannot recall." ~Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

What was the arrangement of the lobby (room B) (counter,
working and waiting areas). Do you recall any details of the
walls? =0f the vault doors? Such as color? Of the front
doors? Of the windows? Of the Teller's counter?

"No." ~Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

"I don't recall anything about the bank having perhaps
only been in there once or twice."
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec., 11, 1978

There were two cuspidors used in the bank in the 1930's,
One is in the possession of Steve Galt and the other of
his brother~-in-law,

~Larry Morse, Aug. (?), 1978

Were there doors between rooms A and C and between rooms B
and D? If so, what did they look like? Color? Were they wood
or steel?

"There were doors but the stairs were never used except
to carry my mother's new Steinway up in 1903."
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978

Is it correct that room C was a dining room? -That room D

was a parlor (living room)? Describe in as much detail as

you can remember, the arrangement and design of furniture

and fixtures (lights, stoves, pictures, etc). What kind of
wood or metal? Do you recall ever hearing what these rooms

were originally used for, such as during the time it was a bank?

"C - dining room. D - parlor."
~Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

Was in the living quarters while the Allen's lived

there, but remembers no details,
-Hester Awalt, Sept., 12, 1978
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There was a Steinway piano in the living room which was
occasionally used for recitals, Miss Phile, Mrs., McGehee's
music teacher, was a very good friend of Dorothy (Allen)
Fargo,

~Mahala McGehee, Sept, 5, 1978

"I visited the old bank building a number of times when I
was very young; the most recent occasion was in 1940
when it was still active as a bank. At that time my
uncle, Charles P. Roedel had his law offices in an
upper floor at the rear of the building. He showed me
the 12 inch long key still used at that time to lock
the front door. Although I visited various parts of the
bank on that last visit, I am not able to add any comments
to your questionnaire."

~Edward Peeples, Dec. 7, 1978

". . . when the only pictures that we have were taken,
everything had been 'modernized,' and instead of the
fine old pieces there were . . . fancy wicker furniture . .
Between us, the grandchildren, we have very few of the
things that were replaced, and have no idea of what
became of the originals.
Among the cousins in California we have . . . several
mahogany chairs, mirror, some turn—top card table, some
picture frames, some china, silver, and pewter teapots."
~Ruth Robson, Sept. 9, 1978
(See also artifacts section of Appendix C)

"I am enclosing prints of furniture, which we have, from
the Shawneetown bank building, The pictures may give you
an idea of the type of things that grandmother and
grandfather Ridgway lived with,"

—Ruth Robson, Dec. 31, 1978

Do you remember anything about wallpaper pattern or color?
~0r paint colors? Did any of the rooms have wall-to-wall
carpet?

"No." -Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

"I do not know."
~Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978

Did anyone ever mention to you anything about furnishings
that were in the rooms previously? If so, who may have
obtained them?

"No." -~Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978
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"The kitchen was in the addition with bathroom over
it." 'This addition can be seen at the right of this
picture (behind the telephone pole). Note that the area
under the addition is open.

(Photo from Illinois State
Historical Library Collection)
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THIRD FLOOR

1-

2,

Was room T a bath, =Room V Mrs, Ridgway's bedroom? -Room W
the "spare bedroom"? -Room X Mr, & Mrs. Allen's bedroom?
~Room Y Dorothy's bedroom. =-Room Z Ridgway's and Charles
Wesley's room? Have you ever heard anyone say what the rooms
were used for previously?

"Room T-~No, just a small room.
Room V-~Yes,
Room W—-Yes,
Room X—-~Yes.
Room Y—~Yes.
Room Z--Yes,"
-Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

The front three rooms (X, Y and Z) were used as a bachelor
apartment by Bert B. Pierson from ca. 1933. Herbert
and Prudence Edmundson lived in the rear bedrooms (V and W)
at the same time as Mr. Pierson's occupancy. (Editor's note:
The Edmundsons probably lived in one or the other of
these rooms, else how did Bert get to the bathroom?)

—-Ethel Denton, Nov, 13, 1978

"T room was a small bedroom.”
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978

Thomas Ridgway Hair, Sr., grandson of Thomas S, Ridgway
was born in the bank building on February 15, 1883,
during the occurrence of the 1883 flood,.

—Thomas Hair, Jr., Nov. (?), 1978

"I was never at the bank when my great-grandparents
(Thomas S, Ridgway and Jane Docker Ridgway) lived there
(above the bank). My mother, Ida Hair Durant, was born
(1881) in the living quarters but she did not live there
and told me nothing about the bank."

-Catherine Heap, Nov. 30, 1978

Describe in as much detail as you can remember, the arrangement
and design of furniture and fixtures (lights, stove, pictures,
etc)u

""All rooms contained fireplaces, Some beds were large
heavily carved walnut. Used oil lamps until electricity
was installed.”

~Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978

"I remember four poster beds being stored in the attic
when they were unfortunately replaced with stylish brass
beds."

~Dorothy Fargo, Nov. 14, 1978
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{:

"My daughter has the bed in which my mother was born
in the home, part of the bank building, more than 100 years
ago." The headboard of this bed is shown above.

(Phote courtesy of Ruth Robson)
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FOURTH FLOOR

1. What was the fourth floor (attic) used for? If storage, what
kinds of things were stored there? ~Where? -When?

"Cannot anything here.™
—Charles Allen, Nov, 13, 1978

"I remember four poster beds being stored in the attic
when they were unfortunately replaced with stylish brass

beds,"
~Dorothy Fargo, Nov. 14, 1978

"As a child I remember four poster beds with feather beds

piled on top and covered, trunks and the usual storage.'
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978
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The copies provided contained various extracts from the
History of Gallatin, Saline, Hamilton, Franklin and Williamson
Counties, Illinois (Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1887),
newspaper clippings, the wedding license of John McKee Peeples
and Harriet Docker, a list of officers of the American Bankers
Association as of November, 1891 (in which Thomas 5. Ridgway
is listed as vice-president for Illinois) and an extract of
the John McKee Peeples entry in The United States Biographical

Dictionary.

Mr. Peeples also called attention to a Library of Congress
holding:

"In the early 1960's when I was doing research on my
family history project I found in the Library of Congress
two bound volumes of the Shawneetown weekly newspaper for
the years about 1811 to 1825. As I recall, there were
many mentions of banking and business activities in
Shawneetown during that period which might be of interest
for inclusion in your study."

- Aug. 25, 1978.
5isk, George M.
26. Manuscript Collection.

Some 75 letters written by members of the John Crenshaw
family in the 1830's.

(NOTE: These letters may be related to letters of the Crenshaw
family contained in Charles C. Patton, Glory to God and the
Sucker Democracy: A Manuscript Collection of the Letters of
Charles H. Lanphier, Frye-Williamson Press, Inc., 1973, 5
volumes. )
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