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APPENDIX B (conclusion)  

CORRESPONDENCE INTERVIEWS 

This  concluding s e c t i o n  of Appendix B p r e s e n t s  t h e  information 
c o l l e c t e d  by correspondence, as augmented by c e r t a i n  personal  (face- 
to-face)  and telephone con tac t s .  

Preceding t h e  p re sen ta t ion  of t h e  information c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e  persons 
providing the informatkon are l i s t e d  showing t h e  types  and d a t e s  of 
inputs. More information on these persons may be found i n  Appendix A. 

Following the l i s t i n g  of persons making i n p u t s ,  t h e  information 
c o l l e c t e d  is keyed t o  t h e  p lan  lay-out ske tches  and the ques t ions  which 
were sen t  out  i n  t h e  ques t ionna i r e  used. There i s  a p lan  lay-out ske t ch ,  
wi th  a s s o c i a t e d  ques t ions ,  f o r  each of t h e  four  floors of the b u i l d i n g  
and one f o r  t h e  genera l  lay-out of t h e  two l o t s  involved. 

Information rece ived  i n  w r i t t e n  form i s  quoted. When the information 
was from ve rba l  i n p u t s ,  t h e  comments a r e  as formulated by t h e  r e sea rche r  
from no te s  taken.  

At t h e  end of t h e  responses t o  ques t ions ,  s e v e r a l  miscel laneous 
comments no t  included elsewhere i n  the r e p o r t  are presented .  



PERSONAL (FACE-TO-FACE) CONTACTS 

Clayton,  C h a r l e s ,  Sr. ,  Sept .  28, 1978 
Denton, E the l ,  Nov. 13 ,  1978 
Drone, L u c i l l e ,  Sep t ,  13, 1978 

Sept .  25, 1978 
Sept .  26, 1978 
Nov, 13 ,  1978 
Nov. 1 4 ,  1978 

Gilbert, Gail, Sept ,  5 ,  1978 
Logsdon, Rober t ,  Jr. Sept .  1 2 ,  1978 
McGehee, Mahala, S e p t .  5,  1978 
Morse, Larry, Aug, ( 7 )  , 1978 
Rich, Effi, Sept .  12, 1978 
S h e l l ,  B i l l ,  Sept .  1, 1978 

TELEPHONE CONTACTS 

Awalr, Hester, Sept .  1 2 ,  1978 
C h o i s s e r ,  Fred, Dr . ,  Sept .  27 ,  1978 

Sept .  28, 1978 
D e i t z ,  Opal, hug. 28, 1978 

Sept .  11, 1978 
Sept .  25, 1978 
Nov. 13,  1978 

Fargo,  Dorothy, Jan. 3, 1979 
F o s t e r ,  John, Aug. 28, 1978 
Hair, Thomas R., Jr., Nov. (?) , 1978 
Miller, Gledda, Sept .  26, 1978 
S c a t e s ,  Pa t ,  Jr., M r s . ,  Sept .  26, 1978 
Vaughr, N. A., Sept .  26, 1978 
White, David, S e p t .  26, 1978 



INFORMATION 

FIRST FLOOR 

1. What were t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  (basement) rooms used f o r ?  I f  
f o r  s t o r a g e ,  what types  of  t h i n g s  were s t o r e d ?  -Where? 
-When? 

I1 Contained c o a l  furnace.  Also f o r  s torage."  
-Charles Allen,  Nov, 13, 1978 

'"The basement was used i n  t h e  summer because of t h e  
heat, 11 

-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

2. Was a basement room eve r  used as a k i t chen?  I f  so ,  can you 
desc r ibe  i t ?  

"No. Or ig ina l  k i t chen  i n  one s t o r y  bu i ld ing  a c r o s s  
courtyard.  " 

-Charles Al len ,  Nov. 1 3 ,  1978 

"I don ' t  remember where t h e  k i t chen  was." 
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

3. Was t h e  f l o o r i n g  wood? -Concrete? -Dir t?  

"Believe i t  was wood," 
-Charles Al len ,  Nov. 13, 1978 

" ~ o o d .  With g r a s s  rugs  and wicker f u r n i t u r e .  1'm s u r e  
t h e  f l o o r  must have been wood." 

-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

4 .  Was t h e r e  a c e i l i n g ?  - O r  were t h e  j o i s t s  j u s t  open? 

11 A ce i l ing ."  

-Charles Allen,  Nov. 13, 1978 

5. Where was t h e  furnace?  -Coal b in?  When were they pu t  i n ?  

"In basement. Uncertain when i n s t a l l e d . "  
-Charles Allen,  Nov. 13,  1978 

"I th ink  i n  t h e  southwest corner." (~rs. Fargo appa ren t ly  
meant t h e  west: corner  as she placed t h e  n o t a t i o n  "furnace" 
i n  the  p lan  lay-out ske t ch  a t  t h a t  corner of  the bui ld ing . )  

-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 



The bank b u i l d i n g  faces  southeas t  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  The 
closest corner  t a  the  photographer is t h e  south corner .  The 
corner  t o  t h e  left of the p i c t u r e ,  a t  t h e  back of the  b u i l d i n g ,  
is the west corner .  

(Photo cour tesy  Gail ~ i l b e r t )  



SECOND FLOOR 

1. Do you recall a circular staircase in room A? If so, describe 
it in as much detail as you can. When was it removedl Can 
you recall anyone talking about it? Was it carpeted, stained, 
painted? What color? Was the bannister railing the same 
color? Was there a closet enclosed under the stairs? 

"Cannot recall." -Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978 

2. What was the arrangement of the lobby (room B) (counter, 
working and waiting areas), Do you recall any details of the 
walls? -Of the vault doors? Such as color? Of the front 
doors? Of the windows? Of the Teller's counter? 

''No. -Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978 

"I don't recall anything about the bank having perhaps 
only been in there once or twice." 

-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

There were two cuspidors used in the bank in the l93O1s, 
One is in the possession of Steve Galt and the other of 
his brother-in-law. 

-Larry Morse, Aug. (?) ,  1978 

3. Were there doors between rooms A and C and between rooms B 
and D? If so, what did they look like? Color? Were they wood 
or steel? 

11 There were doors but the stairs were never used except 
to carry my mother's new Steinway up in 1903." 

-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

4. Is it correct that room C was a dining room? -That room U 
was a parlor (living room)? Describe in as much detail as 
you can remember, the arrangement and design of furniture 
and fixtures (lights, stoves, pictures, etc). What kind of 
wood or metal? Do you recall ever hearing what these rooms 
were originally used for, such as during the time it was a bank? 

"C - dining room. D - parlor." 
-Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978 

Was in the living quarters while the Allen's lived 
there, but remembers no details. 

-Bester Awalt, S e p t ,  12, 1978 



There w a s  a Steinway piano i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room which w a s  
occas iona l ly  used f o r  r e c i t a l s .  Miss P h i l e ,  M r s .  Mc~ehee ' s  
music t eache r ,  was a very good f r i e n d  of Dorothy (Allen) 
Far go. 

-Mahala McGehee, Sept.  5, 1978 

11 I v i s i t e d  t h e  o l d  bank b u i l d i n g  a number of t imes when I 
was very young; t h e  most r e c e n t  occasion was i n  1940 
when i t  was s t i l l  a c t i v e  a s  a bank. A t  t h a t  time my 
uncle ,  Charles  P. Roedel had h i s  law o f f i c e s  i n  an  
upper f l o o r  a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing .  He showed m e  
t h e  12 inch  long key still used a t  t h a t  time t o  lock  
t h e  f r o n t  door,  Although I v i s i t e d  va r ious  p a r t s  of t h e  
bank on t h a t  l a s t  v i s i t ,  I am no t  able t o  add any comments 
t o  your ques t ionnai re , "  

-Edward Peeples, Dec. 7,  1978 

I I . . . when t h e  only  pictures  t h a t  we have were taken,  
every th ing  had been 'modernized,' and i n s t e a d  of t h e  
f i n e  o l d  p i eces  t h e r e  were . . . fancy wicker f u r n i t u r e  . . . 
Between us,  t h e  grandchi ldren ,  we have ve ry  f e w  of the 
th ings  t h a t  were replaced,  and have no i d e a  of what 
became of t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  
Among t h e  cous ins  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  we have . . . s e v e r a l  
mahogany c h a i r s ,  mi r ro r ,  some turn-top ca rd  t a b l e ,  some 
p i c t u r e  frames, some ch ina ,  s i l v e r ,  and pewter teapots ."  

-Ruth Robson, S e p t .  9,  1978 
(See a l s o  a r t i f a c t s  s e c t i o n  of Appendix C) 

11 I am enclos ing  p r i n t s  of f u r n i t u r e ,  which we have, from 
t h e  Shawneetown bank bui ld ing .  The p i c t u r e s  may g ive  you 
an i d e a  of t h e  type  of t h ings  t h a t  grandmother and 
g randfa the r  Ridgway l i v e d  with." 

-Ruth Robson, Dec. 31, 1978 

5. Do you remember anything about wal lpaper  p a t t e r n  o r  c o l o r ?  
-Or p a i n t  c o l o r s ?  Did any of  t h e  rooms have wall-to-wall 
c a r p e t  ? 

"NO. I' -Charles Allen,  Nov. 13 ,  1978 

"1 do no t  know." 
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

6.  Did anyone eve r  mention t o  you anything about fu rn i sh ings  
t h a t  were i n  t h e  rooms previous ly?  I f  so ,  who may have 
obta ined  them? 

-Charles Allen,  Nov. 13, 1978 



# 

"The kitchen was i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  wi th  bathroom over 
it." T h i s  a d d i t i o n  can be seen a t  the right of t h i s  
picture (behind t h e  te lephone p o l e ) .  Note t h a t  the  a r e a  
under t h e  a d d i t i o n  i s  open. 

(Photo from I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
H i s t o r i c a l  L ibrary  ~ o l l e c t i o n )  



THIRD FLOOR 

1. Was room T a bath.  -Room V Mrs. Ridgway's bedroom? -Room IJ 
t he  "spare bedroom"? -Room X Mr. & Mrs. Al l en ' s  bedroom? 
-Room Y Dorothy's bedroom. -Room Z ~ idg 'way ' s  and Charles  
Wesley's room? Have you ever  heard anyone say  what t h e  rooms 
were used f o r  prev ious ly?  

"Room T--No, j u s t  a small room. 
Room V--Yes. 
Room W--Yes, 
Room X--Yes. 
Room Y--Yes, 
Room Z--Yes. 

-Charles Allen,  Nov. 13,  1978 

The f r o n t  t h r e e  rooms (X, Y and 2 )  were used as a bachelor  
apartment by Bert  B. P ie rson  from ca ,  1933. Herbert 
and Prudence Edmundson l i v e d  i n  t h e  rear bedrooms ( V  and W) 
a t  t h e  same t ime a s  M r .  P i e r son ' s  occupancy. (Ed i to r ' s  no te :  
The Edmundsons probably l i v e d  i n  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of 
t hese  rooms, e l s e  how d i d  Bert g e t  t o  the bathroom?) 

-Ethel  Denton, Nov. 13, 1978 

11 T room was a smal l  bedroom," 
-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 

Thomas fidgway Hair ,  S r . ,  grandson of Thomas S. Ridgway 
was born i n  t h e  bank bu i ld ing  on February 15, 1883, 
dur ing  t h e  occurrence of t h e  1883 f lood.  

-Thomas Hair ,  Jr., Nov. (? )  , 1978 

11 I was never a t  t h e  bank when my great-grandparents  
(Thomas S. Ridgway and Jane Docker Ridgway) l i v e d  t h e r e  
(above t h e  bank). My mother, Ida Hair Durant, was born 
(1881) i n  t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  bu t  she d i d  no t  l i v e  t h e r e  
and t o l d  me noth ing  about the bank." 

-Catherine Heap, Nov. 30, 1978 

2, Describe i n  a s  much d e t a i l  a s  you can remember, the arrangement 
and des ign  of f u r n i t u r e  and f i x t u r e s  ( l i g h t s ,  s tove ,  p i c t u r e s ,  
e t c ) .  

" A l l  rooms contained f i r e p l a c e s ,  Some beds were l a r g e  
heav i ly  carved walnut. Used o i l  lamps u n t i l  e l e c t r i c i t y  
was i n s t a l l e d . "  

-Charles Allen,  Nov. 13,  1978 

"1 remember fou r  p o s t e r  beds being s t o r e d  i n  the a t t i c  
when they were un fo r tuna te ly  rep laced  with s t y l i s h  b r a s s  
beds. " 

-Dorothy Fargo, Nov. 14 ,  1978 



"My daughter has the  bed in which my mother was born 
i n  the home, p a r t  of t h e  bank building, more than 100 years 
ago." The headboard of this bed is shown above. 

(Phote courtesy of Ruth Robson) 



FOURTH FLOOR 

1. What w a s  t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r  ( a t t i c )  used f o r ?  If s t o r a g e ,  what  
k inds  of t h i n g s  were s t o r e d  t h e r e ?  -Where? -When? 

t I Cannot anything here." 

-Charles Allen, Nov. 13, 1978 

"I remember f o u r  p o s t e r  beds being s t o r e d  i n  t h e  a t t i c  
when they  were unfo r tuna t e ly  rep laced  w i t h  s t y l i s h  brass 
beds. 'I 

-Dorothy Fargo, Nov. 1 4 ,  1978 

"As a c h i l d  I remember f o u r  p o s t e r  beds wi th  f e a t h e r  beds 
p i l e d  on top  and covered, t r unks  and the usual s to rage , "  

-Dorothy Fargo, Dec. 11, 1978 






























































































































































