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Paul Terry Transcription of TAPE SP-18.1

PREFACE: This manuscript is a complete transcription of a tape~recorded
interview conducted September 27, 1978, Mr. Terry was born in Shawneetown
on September 8, 1904, His primary memories of the bank are from visiting
with the Allen children when the Allen family lived in the bank building.
He moved, with his family, from Shawneetown about 1916.

Q. We are recording now, So, I'll just ask some questions here to get
us started and then . . . First of all, when were you born, sir?

A, 1904,

Q. And your birthdate is . . .
A. September the 8th,

Q. And where were you born, sir?

A. Shawneetown, the 0ld Town. Down the street just next to where the
old Tmmigrant newspaper used to be.

Q. Oh?

A. In that area., The old Peeples' house was next door to us.
Q. And you went to school here then, did you?

A, Yes,

Q. How far through school did you go before you left here? Did you . . .
A. Before I left here. Eighth grade.

Q. Yes. And then you left here in what year, then?

A, Let's see, We left here about . . . 1916,

Q. And you went where at that time?

A, Champaign,

Q. And what was your father's name?

A, Dr., Paul Terry.
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Paul Terry TAPE 5P-18,1
A, Yes., His father was a doctor in Sandoval,

Q. Oh, his father was. Was his name Paul Terry also?

A. Yes,

Q. So you're a third, at least.

A. Right.

Q. T see. Now, I believe you said you were related to Mrs, Sherman.
Are you?

A. Yes. Cousins. Course, everybodv's a cousin down here.

Q. I see. (laughter)

A. 1 can't trace the relationship. But we are.

Q. Did you live there where the offices were? The doctor's offices?

A. No. Oh, no, We lived across, almost across, from the high school.
A block this way. The house is still standing. People living there now.

But I wasn't born there. I was born on the main street. But then, we
moved over to the . . .

Q. To the other, So, that would be about two blocks from the bank or
two blocks over and one down ., . .

A. Right. Right.

Q. « « . down from the bank? What is your first remembrance of the bank?
A, (pause) Seems like I've always known about that. Everything is so
close here, you know, I remember my father taking me in while he was
transacting some business. That's about all, And I was about four.

Q. I see. So, your father, then, did business with the bank?

A. Right.

Q. Had his accounts there?

A+ Mostly with the other bank, however.

Q. The City National Bank.
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Paul Terry TAPE S§P-18.,1
A. Curved,
Q. It was a curved thing. Okay.

A, Convex like this., (indicates a convex shape) Your customer was out
here. (indicates customer inside the convex curve)

Q. So, when you stepped in the door it curved away from you. You stepped
right to the middle . . .

A, Had a pleasing curve to it.

Q. 1 see. Did it go all the way to the wall on the right~hand side as
yvou stepped in the door?

A, On the right-hand side? No, it didn't.

Q. There was an opening there?

A, There was an opening there,

Q. Was that a doorway into the room . . .

A. Yes.

Q. . « « on the right-hand side?

A, On the right-hand side, there was a doorway.

Q. Okay. So, the counter, then, connected to that partition?
A. Right.

Q. Yes. And therefore, to get behind the counter, you went through a
door into that small room and then back through another opening.

A. That's right.

Q. And you do recall that second opening . . .
A. I do recall it.

Q. + . « 50 that you could--Okay.

A. Now, that I think about it.

Q. VYes, sir,
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Paul Terry TAPE SP-18.1

Q. Do you recall how many people, normally, you saw back there or
remember working back there behind the counter?

A. Just—-I1 just see several people,
Q. Okay.
A. The safe was open.

Q. The safe itself? On the doors of the safe, do you remember what
they were made of? Were they metal or wood?

A. The doors of the safe?

Q. Yes. The outer doors to the safe,.

A. (pause) Seems to me there was a paneling there.
Q. Paneling. O0f ., . .

A, But there was metal on the inside of the door. You could tell it
was a steel door,

Q. I see. 8o it was panelled on the outside . . .
A. Yes,

Q. + « . and was steel on the . . .

A, In keeping with the . . .

Q. Decor.

A, . . . motif in the .

Q. Were there double doors there? Do you remember an inner door behind
those outer doors of the vault area?

A. (pause) How do you mean?
Q. When you opened the outer doors, there was a second door to the vault,
And some people remember it as being a round door and other people remember

it as being a square door. Do you recall anything about that door?

A. No. Except that it just resembled a door, And I don't think I would . . .
A round door I wouldn't have considered a door .

Q. I see.
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Paul Terry TAPE SP-18.1
A. Yes, I remember something. These glass inkwells.
Q. Oh?

A. You know, the kind with the old pens and wire rack where the pens
were sticking in. Rack. But they'd have to dip to use it,

Q. Yes, sir., What size were the inkwells? Six inches square or four
inches or . +

A. I remember them being about this size, (indicates about 4 inches)
Q. About the size of a common ashtray, then.

A. Right. And then, there would be a hole in them. Sort of a well.
Q. Yes. I think we've located one of those.

A, Have you?

Q. Yes, sir. Anything else? Were there any calendars or anything that
you recall?

A, I remember calendars in back of the teller. Teller's cages. Great
bilg railroad calendar.

0. Oh, is that right. I1'll be darned.

A. L & N Railroad. [Louisville and Nashville Railroad] Fumny I'd
remember that.

Q. Do you recall any other pictures or anything that was in the lobby
there?

A, Yes, there was a picture of Ridgway. Can't remember where it was but
I think it was on the customer's side of the bank, A good picture of him.

Q. That would be Thomas Ridgway?

A. Yes,

Q. And there was none of John McKee Peeples to balance that?

A. Not that 1 remember,

Q. I see. (laughter) Yes, sir. How about the lighting in that room?

Do you recall what the lighting fixtures were like? Hanging from the
ceiling or what? :
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Paul Terry TAPE SP-18.1
A. Steel shutters?

Q. Well, the steel shutters were on the outside, were they not?

A. Yes,

Q. Yes. On the inside there were also shutters, wooden shutters.

A. They were wooden shutters with slots.

Q. Yes, That slotted back in the wall, Presumably you remember them
as open most of the time,

A. Yes., They folded back.

Q. I see. But you don't recall any of the lighting fixtures?

A. I don't remember that.

Q. What they might look like, Okay.

A. They were gas lights out front.

Q. I see. That's on the balustrades on the side of the . . .

A, Yes,

Qe « . . big steps. Yes, sir., On, on that entryway, now, we mentioned,
while we were looking around over there, that sign.* Now, what do you
recall that sign between the pillars reading as?

A. First National Bank.

Q. It was First National Bank, as you recall, Okay. And at that time,
I guess, the lettering B~A-N-K was still up at the top.

A, Yes.

Q. Yes, sir. As you come up the stair, the steps there, to the pillars,
there's a main door that we've been talking about going into the lobby.
Off to the right, there's a door on the right-hand side. Do you ever
recall going through that door to enter the bank?

*
The interviewer had escorted Mr. Terry on a walking tour of the
inside of the bank just prior to the interview, [ED]
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A. Had a nice carpeting in it. It had a stand along the side of the
wall there which was flowers and so on. 1 remember that,

Q. Was that left along the back wall of the building or the right wall?
A. The right wall,

Q. Toward the rooms,

A, Right.

Q. So, it would be between the two doors, then, that lead into the dining
room and living room?

A. Right. And there was another stand to the left inside the door which
was an umbrella stand. Lot of canes in them,

Q. 1 see. Were there any hat racks or clothing racks?
A, Yes. There was. Right in that same area.

Q. Were they free standing or . . .

A, Yes,

Q. I see. Now, the stairway as you recall it, was straight, You walked
over to the foot of the stairway and runs right straight up.

A. Right straight up. You say Mary said there was a little side-piece
where you stepped up three . . .

Q. Yes. You don't recall that at all?

A, She's probably right.

Q. Pretty sharp.

A. Pretty sharp.

Q. Okay. Do you remember any lighting in that hallway?
A, Yes, I think it was gas.

Q. Gas light. Was it from the ceiling or on the wall?

A, From the ceiling.
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Paul Terry TAPE SP-18.1
A, Yes. That's what I remember.

Q. Doris Hatfield recalled sitting there and it stuck her stockings.
A. Is that right? (laughter)

Q. Where was that located in the room, do you recall?

A. It seems to me it was against the wall here, where the window is,
Q. On the side where the two windows are , . . -

A, Right,

Q. So, it would be on the right as you came in . . .

A. Right., Course they could have moved that around,

Q. Yes, Was there a piano in the room?

A, Yes,

Q. Where was it positioned, do you recall?

A, (pause) Seems to me it was almost in the center of the room, It
just——You had to go around it . . ., to get from the living room to the
dining room,

. What type of piano was it, do you remember?

A. It was a big grand.

Q. Did you ever have occasion to go to the dances that were conducted
in those rooms?

A, No.
Q. You never did.
A, Too small for it.

Q. I see. Okay. What else do you recall about the living room? Do
you recall drapes there in the living room?

A. Yes, The drapes. Particularly where that entrance is into the bank
itself.
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Paul Terry TAPE SP-18

A.

Q.

A'

Yes, A lady's writing desk.

Where was it located?

It was a spilnet.

A spinet writing desk. And where was it located in the room?
Against the wall., I remember it wasn't too far from the piano.
Would it be against the far wall, as you stepped in the door?

Most of the furniture was against the wall here as you came in.

(indicates to left) Most of the stuff was here., You had the fireplace
over here (indicates straight ahead) and there was a chair, two chairs,
on each side of that.

Q, Of the fireplace, T see. 80 most of the furniture was to the left
as you stepped in?

A. Right.

Q. Okay.

A, The room was quite full of stuff,

Q. How was it lighted? Do you remember any lighting fixtures in that
room?

A. I believe it was all overhead.

Q. Do you recall chandeliers?

A, Globes, It was globes.

Q. Globes. I see. Hanging from the ceiling.

A. Right.

Q. Were there more than one in the living room or just , . .

A. No, it was just one chandelier,

Q. In the center of the room,

A. What they did about reading lights, I don't recall.

.1
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Paul Terry TAPE SP-18.1
Q. Okay. When you stepped into the dining room, what struck you there?
A, The big table.

Q. Can you describe that table? What did it look like?

A, Well, it was a big, oval table., Quite large. Chailrs were all sitting
around different corners of the room.

Q. Which way was the table oriented? Was it side~to-side in the bank or
from front-end to back-end of the bank?

A, Well, as you entered from the living room, the lengthway of the table
was your way.

Q. Okay. BSo it would be across the bank.

A, Right,

Q. Do you remember any other furniture? Dish cabinets, or anything?
A, High-back dining room chairs with fabric seats, And a buffet.

Q. A buffet? Where was it positioned?

A. I can't=-This away. It, too, was, like you say, positioned as the
horsehair sofa was in the living room.

Q. That would be the entryway going in so, from the living room to the
dining room . . .

A. Right.

Q. So it would have been--Was it to the left or the right, as you stepped
in the dining room?

A. Left,

Q. To the left in that , . . Do you recall . . .
A, Your fireplace is over here, you see,

Q. On the right.

A, 1It's over here. And on the buffet was some fancy vases. A decanter.
With glasses around it. That's all I can remember at the time,
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Q-
Any

A.
Q.

A,

Q.

Do you remember anything hanging above the fireplace in that area?
pictures or anything of that nature above the fireplace?

.1

(pause) Seems to me I remember a big picture there of a lot of fruit.

Fruit? (laughs) I see,

As you might see in a basket,

Still 1ife sort of thing.

Yes.

Do you remember any pictures in the living room?
Family pictures.

Oh?

But I don't remember which . . . what they were.

Yes, sir. The drapes in the dining room, were they similar to the

ones in the living room?

Q.

Yes.
Pretty much the same, And they were over curtains, too, I presume,
Right,

On the windows in the dining room, again, they were recessed as the

ones were in the lobby.

A,

Q.

That's right.

Do you recall sitting in those?

No, I don't. We were usually on our best behavior there,
Did you ever have a meal there?

Oh, yes. Lunch, Sandwiches and things like that, you know.
Did you have lunch with Mr. Allen at any time there?

No., Just the kids.
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A,

Q.

A,
Q.
A,

QI
the

A,

Q.

Front,

« » » right corner.

Right.

In that large room there. I don't . . .
Nobody ever went in there.

Oh, is that right?

It was his.

It was his room. I see. Now let's see, the two main rooms above
living and dining room, then, evidently were bedrooms at that time?

Right.
And the forward rooms, then, would have been his study or . . .
(indicates affirmative)

Okay. Let's see, In going to the attic, to the top level there,

on that stairway, did it have balustrade along the side? Was it open,
with a bannister going up it or . . .

A, As I remember it was, yes. Only time we were up there was on rainy
days.

Q. I see. There are windows on that top level, aren't they?

A, Right. Low ones.

Q. Yes. So, there was plenty of light?

A, Right.

Q. Remember anything about what was up there?

A, I remember it being awfully dusty. It never had been used,

Q. What kind of games did you play up there in the . . .

A, Well ., . . I don't even remember that,

l]_
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Paul Terry TAPE 5P-18.1
Q. And you don't recall where the furnace was, then?

A. DNo. No.

Q. Okay.

A, In fact, I didn't even know there was a furnace in there.

Q. Well, there might not have been at that time. We're not sure.

A, T don't believe there was.

Q. If there weren't, they would have heated the building with just the
fireplaces.

A. TFireplaces.

Q. Or with stoves and you don't recall any stoves there?
A. There were stoves.

Q. Oh?

A., There were stoves.

Q. Was there a stove in the living room, for example?

A, Yes. There was a stove there, A stove with a lot of windows in
it, you know.

Q. Oh, I see. Isinglass.,
A, Isinglass, Kind of attractive stove.

Q. Where was it located? As you came in and stepped into the living
room, where was the stove in relation to the doorway there?

A. You've got me.

Q. Would it have been across by the fireplace in that direction?

A, No, 1t was closer to the dining room, I think.

Q. 50, it might have been to the left as you stepped in the door, then?

A, Tt was a stove that they'd take down in the summer time.
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