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Clarence Oldham Transcription from TAPE SP-9,1 

PREFACE: This manuscript is an extract from a tape-recorded interview 
conducted September 1, 1978. Mr, Oldham was born in Hardin County, 
I l l i n o i s ,  on July 26, 1893. He moved to Shawneetown in 1918. His 
primary memories of the bank are from his activities as a car dealer 
in Shawneetown and as a customer of the bank. 

Q. Sir, let me ask a couple of questions just to get started here. 
When were you born, sir? 

Q. And what date? What's your birthday? 

A. 26th of July. 

Q. And where were you born, sir? 

A. Hardin County, 

Q. Oh, i n  Hardin County. I n  Kentucky. 

A. No. 

Q. Oh, Hardin County, Illinois. 

A. Illinois. Right below here. 

Q. I see. When did you move to Shawneetown? 

Q. What did you do in Shawneetown? 

A. I run a livery stable, first thing I done. My father-in-law, he 
bought it and he wanted us to go to town and run it, leave the farm. 
That's all I'd ever done, all I ever did do. So, I went in there. 

A. Well, the house and barn set right side by side. We bought the 
house and I lived in it, Actually, I lived upstairs over across the  
alley there for a while, And T said, "Now, if you put a price on it, 
but I don't want i t  too high. I don't mind to pay you a profit." 
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A. No, not  t h a t  bank. I always d e a l t  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  bank. McKell igot ts ,  
w e  c a l l e d  it. 

Q. McKell igot t ' s  bank. I see. 

A. Yes, we--we always farmed around down i n  Hardin County. We farmed 
a l l  t h e  ground on both s i d e s  of t h e  road. Well, t h e  cemetery and t h e  
high school ' s  on part of i t  now, as you go in. I took p r i d e  i n  farming. 
I wanted t o  do every th ing  right. I wanted t o  make i t  as n e a t  a s  I 
poss ib ly  could. W e  made a crop down there and we l l ,  I got  a h a l f  
dozen l e t t e r s ,  f e l l ows  wanted t o  hire me. I could p lan t  a row of corn 
wi th  a p a i r  o f  o l d  mules  j u s t  a s  s t r a i g h t  as a gun b a r r e l .  

Then, i n  1913, a f t e r  t h e  water ,  b i g  f lood  we had,  w e  come up h e r e  t o  
Shawneetown and ren ted  some ground up i n  t h e  upper bottoms c l o s e  t o  
t h e  mouth of Wabash River. We went up t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  how I got 
acquainted wi th  my wife.  We moved up there .  We took some corn,  s t u f f  
f a r  t h e  mules and horses .  Got t o  looking around about some hay and 
found ou t  t h a t  h e r  dad had some hay t o  s e l l .  So we  seen him one day 
and he s a i d ,  "yes." "Well, w e ' l l  be o u t  t o  getsome," 

* 
We went out  and had a p a i r  of t h e s e  o l d  s c a l e s  t h a t  you pu t  a "P" on 9 

you know, and jumped up and down. And we weighed every ba l e ,  every 
one. Got about a l l  we thought we could haul.  He s a i d ,   ell, I a i n ' t  
got  no educat ion,"  Sa id ,  "I'll have t o  t a k e  t h i s  t o  my daughter  and 
let h e r  figure i t  up." 

So he went i n  t h e  house and whi le  he was gone--my dad, he d i d n ' t  have 
no educa t ion ,  he  could j u s t  sign h i s  name and t h a t  was a l l .  SO I 
f igu red  i t  up and t o l d  him how much it was. 

He come back ou t  and s a i d  s o  much.  ell," I s a i d ,  "I b e l i e v e ,  I 
don ' t  know, now, I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  but ,"  I says ,  "I th ink  you made a 
mistake. About t h r e e  d o l l a r s  worth." But  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  was t h r e e  
d o l l a r s  back then. "Well," he s a i d ,  "1'11 c a l l  my daughter  and l e t ' s  
j u s t  see." And she  come out .  I thought she  was t h e  p r e t t i e s t  t h i n g  
eve r  I looked a t !  

I looked a t  her f i g u r e s  and she  looked a t  mine. And she s a i d ,  "Well, 
yours looks  a l r i g h t ,  looks  t o  me l i k e .  I can ' t  s e e  noth ing  wrong." 
And I showed h e r  where she  had made a mistake. So, she  put  i t  down 
and he--My dad pa id  him. And we took i t  on back t o  t h e  bottoms, But 
w e  always wrote  checks on t h e  McKelligott  Bank. 

* 
The "P" t o  which M r .  Oldham is referring i s  t h e  symbol f o r  a 

weight d e r i v i n g  from t h e  French "poids." ED 
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Q. Oh, I see. On t h a t  counter  extended ac ros s  t he  room, t h a t  t h e  
t e l l e r s  s tood behind, do you remember what i t  looked l i k e ?  

A. Well, i t  was a-- i t  was darker  than t h i s  is. ( i n d i c a t i n g  wood 
darker  than t h e  l i g h t  maple pane l ing  i n  t h e  in t e rv i ew room) It was 
a kind of a wood panel ing  of some kind from t h e  edges down. Well, 
i t  j u s t  had . . . 
Q. What d id  t h e  counter  top look l i k e ?  Was i t  marble? 

A. Y e s .  Yes, 

Q. It was marble. 

A. Yes. There was a s t r e a k  of marble went i n t o  every window. 

Q. Oh, I see .  Ind iv idua l  ones f o r  each . . . 
A. And then,  from one t o  another .  

Q. I see. And what kind of g r i l lwork  d id  they have above t h e  counter  
t h e r e ?  

A, Well, i t  was j u s t  i r o n  frame. J u s t  l i k e  t he  t e l l e r ' s  windows. 

Q. The t e l l e r ' s  windows, you opened them, d i d  you? 

A. Yes. Yes, they opened and closed. 

Q. Do you remember who any of t h e  t e l l e r s  were? 

A. Well, they  was--back when I f i r s t  moved, knew i t ,  t h e r e  was a 
fe l low by t h e  name of--well, we c a l l e d  i t  Froelich.* Ed Froe l ich .  
H e  was a cha rac t e r ,  i f  t h e r e  ever was one. I went i n  there-- that  
was i n  . . . 1913. I had borrowed some money up a t  t h e  o t h e r  bank 
and T d i d n ' t  want t o  go t o  them, t o  borrow. So, I went i n  t he re .  

I s a i d ,  "oh,"--I was j u s t  kind of i n  a shake, My f a c e ,  1 know, was 
a s  red a s  i t  could be. And I walked up t o  a window. He always was 
w h i s t l i n g  and dancing, jumping up and down, having a b i g  time. I 
went up t o  window and he sa id ,  "NOW, what do you want!" Scared the  
l i f e  ou t  of me. I s a i d ,  "Well, M r .  F roe l ich ,"  I s a i d ,  "I want t o  

* 
M r .  Oldham, phone t i ca l ly ,  s a i d ,  'I. . . J?raylie bu t  i t ' s  ~ r o l i c k . "  

The pronounciat ion used gene ra l ly  i n  t he  Shawneetown a r e a  is  " ~ r a ~ l i e ,  " 

, ED - 
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Q. What co lo r  was i t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A, Black. 

Q. Black? Pa in ted  black? 

A. Yes. 

Q, And it d id  have a combination lock on i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember anything about  t h e  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  i n  t h e  lobby 
the re?  How d i d  they  l i g h t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  a--some kind of a shade over  a l i g h t  bulb.  

Q. I see. Hanging from the  c e i l i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What kind of f l o o r  d id  they have in t h a t  p a r t ?  

A. Well, i t  was a kind of a t i l e .  

Q. T i l e  f l o o r .  These were l a r g e  t i l e s ,  I guess? O r  s m a l l  t i l e s ?  

A. Small. L i t t l e  b i t t y  fe l lows .  

Q. I see. Do you remember anything about any p i c t u r e s  t h a t  might 
have been hanging around the  lobby? 

A. No, I don' t  remember no p i c t u r e s .  

9. O f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  from that main lobby, t h e r e  was a smal l  room,, 
Do you remember t h a t  room? 

A, Yes, 

Q. Was i t  w e d  a s  an  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. It was an o f f i c e  o r  something, I guess. Maybe somebody'd come i n  
and want t o  talk t o  them about something, they'd take them i n  there.  
And then, behind i t  w a s  t h e  insurance  business .  Goetzman and Galt had 
insurance  see.  ( r i s e s  and goes t o  an a s h t r a y  across t h e  room) 

Q. We might just move that over  here, ( fo l lows  t o  move t h e  ashtray) 
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I waited t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days a f t e r  she  w a s  buried.  I met him on the  
street one d a y ,  H i s  name was B i l l  P o t t e r ,  I s a i d ,   ill," I said,  
" i f  i t  a i n ' t  too  i n q u i s i t i v e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know what you 're  going t o  
do out  there .  Are you going t o  keep t h a t  p l ace  and r e n t  i t  out  o r  
what?" He s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  gonna sel l  it." "Oh," I s a i d ,  "you are?" 
He s a i d ,  "Yeah." I s a i d ,  "What do you want f o r  i t ? "  He t o l d  me. 
"Well," I sa id ,  " t h a t  seems l i k e  a lot of money." "Well," he s a i d ,  
" t h a t ' s  what I 've got  t o  have." 

He s a i d ,  " I ' m  gonna s e l l  i t ,  and s e l l  i t  p r e t t y  quick." H e  s a i d ,  " I f  
you a i n ' t  go t  t h e  money," he s a i d ,  " I 've  got  i t  i n  t h e  Edwardsville 
Bank, over c l o s e  t o  S t .  Louis and," he s a i d ,  "you can pay me  what I 
want and then you can l e t  t h a t  o t h e r  ride, and t h e y ' l l  c a r r y  you 
r i g h t  on." I s a i d ,  "No," I s a i d ,  " i f  I buy it,'' I s a i d ,  "I don1 t 
want nothing r iding."  

So, I s a w  him aga in  i n  a few days.  We got t o  t a lk ing .  I t o l d  him, 
I s a i d ,  "Well," I s a i d ,  "when can you make a deed?" H e  s a i d ,  "We 
can go r i g h t  now up he re  t o  Cha r l i e  Roedel's o f f i ce . "  That was i n  
t h e  back of t h e  b i g  bank, 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. W e  went up t h e r e  and . . . he got  a deed made and Roedel handed 
him t h e  deed when he got  i t  f in i shed .  So, I wrote him a check. I 
handed i t  t o  him and reached for t h e  deed. He ac t ed  l i k e  he  d i d n ' t  
want t o  t u r n  t h a t  deed loose.  He d i d n ' t  know whether t h a t  check was 
any goad o r  not .  ( laughs)  

So, he give me t h e  deed. H e  j u s t  go t  r i g h t  up and opened t h a t  door 
and went r i g h t  up t h a t  h a l l  and r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  and . . . 
Q. Right t o  t h e  lobby t o  check, eh? 

A. Right t o  check. He s a i d ,  "I want t o  cash t h i s  check." They 
s a i d ,  "YOU want t o  cash i t  o r  depos i t  i t ? "  He s a i d ,  "Well, I guess 
j u s t  depos i t  it." He s a i d ,  "It's a l l  r i g h t ,  i s n ' t  i t ? "  Ne s a i d ,  
"Yeah, i t ' s  a l l  r ight ."  

I wrote t o  t h i s  Edwardsville p l ace  and t o l d  them t o  send a l l  t he  s t u f f  
he re ,  t h a t  I had p a i d  t h e  bank s o  t h a t  they 'd  ge t  their money. 1 went 
over  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  them, be fo re  I made a d e a l  wi th  him, I t r i e d  t o  
get them t o  t ake  some o f f  i t  and I ' d  pay it.  " ~ h , "  they s a i d ,  "we're 
s a f e  on t h a t  farm, We're safe. We a i n ' t  go t  no th ing  t o  worry about. 
We wouldn ' t  take o f f  a dime," And they s e n t  t h e  s t u f f  down here and 
1 had t h e  deed recorded, so  we , . . B i l l  he  was afraid--The Ford 
d e a l e r  married h i s  sister, his wife ' s  sister, And because they d i d n ' t  
have no children, he w a s  a f r a i d  t h a t  she  would want--would want t o  
come i n  on i t ,  you see.  
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A. Yes, 

Q. Wonder what c o l o r  they were? Do you r e c a l l  any co lo r?  

A. No, 1 don ' t  remember. 

Q. Those w a l l s ,  a t  t h a t  time, do you remember whether they were papemd 
o r  had they been pa in ted?  

A. J u s t  painted, I th ink .  

Q. J u s t  painted.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember anything about t h a t  f ireplace a t  a l l ?  What i t  
looked l i k e ?  

A. N o ,  I don' t .  Sure don ' t .  

Q. Bow about t h e  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  i n  t h a t  room? Do you remember 
what . . . 
A. They were j u s t  about l i k e  they was i n  the  bank. 

Q. Hanging down from t h e  c e i l i n g .  When you went i n t o  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  
normally you used t h a t  back door,  d i d  you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The s i d e  door? 

A. Yes. They was a  f i r e  escape went up the re .  

Q. Oh, I see ,  To t h e  door and you went i n  there .  When you went i n  
that door,  were you i n  a long hallway, t h a t  went on across t h e  bank, 
t h e  back of t h e  bank? 

A. No, it went toward the  f r o n t ,  t h e  hallway d id .  His two rooms was 
r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  t he  back, wasn't  plumb t o  t h e  back, b u t  . . . 
Q. Were t h e r e  s ta i rways  i n  t h a t  hal lway,  s o  that you could go upstairs 
o r  down t o  t h e  basement? Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No. No, they just went o f f  t h e  s t r e e t  into t h e  basement p a r t .  
There was a  fe l low . . . W i l l  Smyth, had a--he was a J u s t i c e  of the  
Peace. And he had an o f f i c e  and I ' v e  been i n  it. 
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being performed i n  t h e  bu i ld ing?  Do you know of anyone t h a t  might have 
done t h a t  t y p e  of work i n  t h e  building? 

A. Oh, they 'd do l i t t l e  r e p a i r  jobs bu t  I don ' t  remember what o r  
anything about i t .  

Q. Do you remember who might have done t h a t  work? 

A. No. (pause) I don' t  remember who done it ,  

Q. I n  t h e  basement down t h e r e ,  one th ing  we've been t r y i n g  t o  determine 
i s  where the  furnace was, t h e  s t o k e r  furnace.  Do you remember where i t  
was l oca t ed  i n  t h e  basement? 

A. (pause) I never  saw it,  bu t  I b e l i e v e  i t  was where you went to-- 
Foss Smythrs o f f i c e .  There was another  door r i g h t  down almost t o  t h e  
end there .  

Q On t h e  l e f t .  

A, And I b e l i e v e  it was i n  there .  

Q. I see. So t h a t  would be r i g h t  a t  the back of t h e  bank? 

A. Right a t  t h e  back. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where the  coal b i n  might have been? I guess i t  
m u s t .  . . 
A. Well, I th ink  i t  was . . . t h e  furnace  was i n ,  when you f i r s t  went 
i n  and then t h e  c o a l  bin was r i g h t  next to it. 

Q. I see. More o r  l e s s  toward the  m i d d l e  of t h e  back, then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. (pause) The bank, I guess ,  was in con t inua l  ope ra t ion  from t h e  
time you knew i t ,  then ,  r i g h t  on up t o  about 1942 i n  Old Town, wasn't  
i t?  

A. No, when . . . you know, they closed a l l  the banks. 

Q. Oh, i n  t h e  19301s? 

A. Yes. It wasn't c losed  b u t  j u s t  maybe a couple o r  three days and 
a l l  I had w a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  bank. The mayor was B i l l  Brinkley,  H e  
stopped t h e r e  a t  t he  garage and loafed  wi th  m e  and t a l k e d  with me. 
















































































































































