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Clarence 0ldham Transcription from TAPE 5P-9.1

PREFACE: This manuscript is an extract from a tape-recorded interview
conducted September 1, 1978, Mr, Oldham was born in Hardin County,
I1linois, on July 26, 1893. He moved to Shawneetown in 1918. His
primary memories of the bank are from his activities as a car dealer
in Shawneetown and as a customer of the bank,

* * * *

Q. Sir, let me ask a couple of questions just to get started here.
When were you born, sir?

A. 1893,

Q. And what date? What's your birthday?

A, 26th of July.

Q. And where were you born, sir?

A, Hardin County.

Q. Oh, in Hardin County. In Kentucky.

A, Nof

Q. Oh, Hardin County, Illinois,

A. Tllinois. Right below here.

Q. I see. When did you move to Shawneetown?
A. In 1918.

Q. What did you do in Shawneetown?

A. T run a livery stable, first thing T done. My father—in-law, he

bought it and he wanted us to go to town and run it, leave the farm.
That's all 1'd ever done, all I ever did do. So, I went in there.

* : %* * %

A, Well, the house and barn set right side by side. He bought the
house and I lived in it. Actually, I lived upstairs over across the
alley there for a while, And I said, "Now, if you put a price on it,
but I don't want it too high. I don't mind to pay you a profit."
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Clarence 0ldham TAPE SP-9.1

A. No, not that bank. I always dealt with the other bank, McKelligotts,
we called it,

Q. McKelligott's bank. 1 see.

A. Yes, we~-we always farmed around down in Hardin County, We farmed
all the ground on both sides of the road. Well, the cemetery and the
high school's on part of it now, as you go in. I took pride in farming.
I wanted to do everything right. I wanted to make it as neat as I
possibly could, We made a crop down there and well, I got a half

dozen letters, fellows wanted to hire me. I could plant a row of corn
with a pair of old mules just as straight as a gun barrel.

Then, in 1913, after the water, big flood we had, we come up here to
Shawneetown and rented some ground up in the upper bottoms close to
the mouth of Wabash River. We went up there and that's how I got
acquainted with my wife. We moved up there. We took some corn, stuff
for the mules and horses, Got to looking around about some hay and
found out that her dad had some hay to sell, So we seen him one day
and he said, "Yes." '"Well, we'll be out to getsome."

*
We went out and had a pair of these old scales that you put a "P" on,
vou know, and jumped up and down. And we weighed every bale, every
one. Got about all we thought we could haul. He said, "Well, T ain't
got no education." Said, "I'll have to take this to my daughter and
let her figure it up."

So he went in the house and while he was gone--my dad, he didn't have
no education, he could just sign his name and that was all., So I
figured it up and told him how much it was,

He come back out and said so much. "Well," I said, "I believe, I
don't know, now, I'm not certain, but," I says, "I think you made a
mistake, About three dollars worth." But three dollars was three
dollars back then. "Well," he said, "I'1ll call my daughter and let's
just see." And she come out. I thought she was the prettiest thing
ever I looked at!

I looked at her figures and she looked at mine. And she said, '"Well,
yours looks alright, looks to me like., I can't see nothing wrong."
And T showed her where she had made a mistake. So, she put it down
and he--My dad paid him, And we took it on back to the bottoms. But
we always wrote checks on the McKelligott Bank.

*
The "P" to which Mr., Oldham is referring is the symbol for a
weight deriving from the French "poids.”" ED
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Clarence Oldham TAPE SP-9.1

Q. Oh, I see, On that counter extended across the room, that the
tellers stood behind, do you remember what it looked like?

A. Well, it was a—-—it was darker than this is. (indicating wood
darker than the light maple paneling in the interview room) It was
a kind of a wood paneling of some kind from the edges down. Well,
it just had . . .

Q. What did the counter top look like? Was it marble?

A, Yes., Yes,

Q. It was marble.

A. Yes, There was a streak of marble went into every window.

Q. Oh, I see. Individual ones for each . . .

A. And then, from one to another.

Q. I see. And what kind of grillwork did they have above the counter
there?

A. Well, it was just iron frame. Just like the teller's windows.
Q. The teller's windows, you opened them, did you?

A. Yes. Yes, they opened and closed.

Q. Do you remember who any of the tellers were?

A. Well, they was——back when I first moved, knew it, there was a
fellow by the name of--well, we called it Froelich.,* Ed Froelich.
He was a character, if there ever was one. I went in there--that
was in . . . 1913. I had borrowed some money up at the other bank
and T didn't want to go to them, to borrow. So, I went in there.

I said, "Oh,"--I was just kind of in a shake. My face, I know, was
as red as it could be. And I walked up to a window, He always was
whistling and dancing, jumping up and down, having a big time. I
went up to window and he said, "Now, what do you want!" Scared the
life out of me. I said, "Well, Mr. Froelich," I said, "I want to

* - -
Mr. Oldham, phonetically, said, ". . . Fraylie but it's Frolick.”

The pronounciation used generally in the Shawneetown area is "Fraylie."
; ED”.
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Clarence (Oldham

Q.
A,
Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Q.

What color was it, do you recall?

Black.

Black? Painted black?

Yes.

And it did have a combination lock on it?
Yes.

Do you remember anything about the light fixtures in the lobby

there? How did they light it?

A.I

Q.

A.

A,

Q.

Well, just a—-some kind of a shade over a light bulb.

I see, Hanging from the celling?

Yes.

What kind of floor did they have in that part?

Well, it was a kind of a tile,

Tile floor. These were large tiles, I guess? Or small tiles?
Small, Little bitty fellows.

I see, Do you remember anything about any pictures that might

have been hanging around the lobby?

A-.

Q.
Do

A.
Q.

A.-

No, I don't remember no pictures.

Off to the right from that main lobby, there was a small room.
you remember that room?

Yes.
Was it used as an office at that time?

It was an office or something, I guess. Maybe somebody'd come in

and want to talk to them about something, they'd take them in there.

And then, behind it was the insurance business.

insurance see. (rises and goes to an ashtray across the room)

Q.

We might just move that over here. (follows to move the ashtray)

Goetzman and Galt had

TAPE SP-9.1
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Clarence 0ldham TAPE SP-9.1

A, Well, it——it went down the side, and just a little bit, just a
short piece and then these big steps went up.

Q. I see. Which side, the left side or . . .
A. Both sides.

Q. On both sides.

A, Best I remember, was on both sides.

Q. Do you remember a kind of a grass lawn off to the right of the
bank, between it and the next building down?

A. (indicates negative)

Q. What was the sidewalk paved with, out in front of the bank, in 19187
A, Concrete.

Q. With concrete. How about the street, was it paved at that time?

A. No.

Q. It wasn't., Do you remember any hitching rails around the building?
A. Yes. On this left side as you go into the bank, on the road that
comes out of town, around that side was some hitching rails. But they
took them down long years ago.

Q. Do you remember how they were constructed, were they wooden posts?

A. Just wooden posts and two boards nailed on them.

Q. I see, So, as far as you know no one was living in the bank at
that time?

A. No.

Q. Did you ever have occasion to go in any other part of the bank than
the lobby?

A. No.
Q. Were you ever in the basement?

A, No.
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Clarence Oldham TAPE SP-9.1

I waited three or four days after she was buried, I met him on the
street one day, His name was Bill Potter, I said, "Bill," I said,
"if it ain't too inquisitive, I'd like to know what you're going to
do out there. Are you going to keep that place and rent it out or

what?" He said, "No, I'm gonna sell it," "Oh," I said, "you are?”
He said, "Yeah.” I said, "What do you want for it?" He told me.
"Well," I said, "that seems like a lot of money." "Well," he said,

"that's what I've got to have,"

He said, "I'm gonna sell it, and sell it pretty quick.”" He said, "If
you ain't got the money," he said, "I've got it in the Edwardsville
Bank, over close to St, Louis and," he said, "you can pay me what I
want and then you can let that other ride, and they'll carry you
right on." T said, "No," I said, "if T buy it," I said, "I don't
want nothing riding."

50, I saw him again in a few days. We got to talking. I told him,
I said, "Well," I said, "when can you make a deed?" He said, "We
can go right now up here to Charlie Roedel's office,” That was in
the back of the big bank.

Q. Yes, sir.

A. We went up there and . . . he got a deed made and Roedel handed
him the deed when he got it finished. So, I wrote him a check, I
handed it to him and reached for the deed. He acted like he didn't
want to turn that deed loose, He didn't know whether that check was
any goodor not, (laughs)

So, he give me the deed. He just got right up and opened that door
and went right up that hall and right in there and . . .

Q. Right to the lobby to check, eh?

A, Right to check. He said, "I want to cash this check." They
said, "You want to cash it or deposit it?" He said, "Well, I guess
just deposit it.," He said, "It's all right, isn't it?" He said,
"Yeah, it's all right."”

I wrote to this Edwardsville place and told them to send all the stuff
here, that I had paid the bank so that they'd get their money. I went
over and tried to get them, before I made a deal with him, T tried to
get them to take some off it and I'd pay it. 'Oh," they said, "we're
safe on that farm, We're safe. We ain't got nothing to worry about.
We wouldn't take off a dime." And they sent the stuff down here and

I had the deed recorded, so we . . . Bill he was afraid--The Ford
dealer married his sister, his wife's sister. And because they didn't
have no children, he was afraid that she would want--would want to
come in on it, you see,
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Clarence Oldham TAPE SP-9.1
A, Yes,

Q. Wonder what color they were? Do you recall any color?

A. No, I don't remember.

Q. Those walls, at that time, do you remember whether they were paperad
or had they been painted? '

A, Just painted, I think.
Q. Just painted.
A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember anything about that fireplace at all? What it
looked like?

A, No, I don't. Sure don't.

Q. How about the lighting fixtures in that room? Do you remember
what . .

A. They were just about like they was in the bank.

Q. Hanging down from the ceiling. When you went into that office,
normally you used that back door, did you?

A, Yes,

Q. The side door?

A. Yes. They was a fire escape went up there,

Q. Oh, I see, 7o the door and you went in there. When you went in
that door, were you in a long hallway, that went on across the bank,

the back of the bank?

A. No, it went toward the front, the hallway did. His two rooms was
right close to the back, wasn't plumb to the back, but . . .

Q. Were there stairways in that hallway, so that you could go upstairs
or down to the basement? Do you remember that?

A. No. ©No, they just went off the street into the basement part.

There was a fellow . . . Will Smyth, had a~-he was a Justice of the
Peace. And he had an office and I've been in it.
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Clarence Oldham TAPE SP-9.,1

being performed in the building? Do you know of anyone that might have
done that type of work in the building?

A. Oh, they'd do little repair jobs but I don't remember what or
anything about it.

Q. Do you remember who might have done that work?

A. No. (pause) I don't remember who done it.

Q. In the basement down there, one thing we've been trying to determine
is where the furnace was, the stoker furnace. Do you remember where it
was located in the basement?

A. (pause) I never saw it, but I believe it was where you went to--—
Foss Smyth's office. There was another door right down almost to the
end there,

Q. On the left.

A. And I believe it was in there.

Q. I see. 8o that would be right at the back of the bank?

A. Right at the back.

Q. Do you recall where the coal bin might have been? 1 guess it
must . . .

A. Well, I think it was . . . the furnace was in, when you first went
in and then the coal bin was right next to it.

Q. T see. More or less toward the middle of the back, then?

A. Yes.

Q. (pause) The bank, I guess, was in continual operation from the
time you knew it, then, right on up to about 1942 in 0ld Town, wasn't
it?

A, No, when . . . you know, they closed all the banks.

Q. Oh, in the 1930's?

A. Yes. It wasn't closed but just maybe a couple or three days and

all I had was in the other bank. The mayor was Bill Brinkley, He
stopped there at the garage and loafed with me and talked with me,
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