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Elizabeth Lawler TAPE SP-8.1
Q. Okay. Let's see, now. Back in the hallway across the back of the
bank, we've gone upstairs, now, to the second floor, or to the third
level, actually.

A, Yes,

Q. Do you recall whether there was another flight of stairs going on
up to the attic? Or was the attic reached by a ladder, perhaps?

A. I don't remember.

Q. You don't recall that. At that time, now, they were cooking inside
the bank, Up until some date, and it may have been the 1937 flood,

there was a kitchen built on the northeast corner outside of the bank,
where the steps are on the east side of the bank., They lead up to a
doorway and outside that doorway, built-on outside the bank, was a wooden
structure which was used as a kitchen for many years, Do you recall
whether that structure was still there in 19377

A, I don't recall that it was, because they--they were inside the bank.
I mean, they were ., . .

Q. All together?

A. . . . upstairs. Yes,

Q. Okay. On the outside of the bank, now, there was at one time a
carriage house on the northeast corner of the property. Do you recall
that structure?

A. It seems that I do. Yes. I believe I do.

Q. So, it was probably there still in the 1937 period?

A, Yes, Yes,

Q. You don't remember the design or the color?

A. No, I don't remember that.

Q. Do you remember what it was constructed of?

A. Seems to me it was wood.

Q. Wooden.

A, But I . . .
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Q. I see, out to the street and beside the bank on the highway side
also.

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. You don't recall any vestiges of hitching racks or anything . . .
A, No, T don't. (laughs)

Q. None at all. Was the street surfaced at that time?

A. No.

Q. It was still not surfaced.

A., No, it was not surfaced at that time,

Q. I see. Okay. Now, iet's see, Any place in any of these rooms

in the bank, inside the bank, do you recall any of the lighting fixtures?
A. No.

Q. None at all., Throughout the whole bank, now,

A. No, I don't.

Q. Okay. Let's see now, you mentioned that there were other families
who had lived in the bank before the Galts and the Galts lived after
the 1937 flood . . .

A. During and after. A little while, They were not there really

too long.

Q. I see. About how long were they there? Two years or a year?

A. Oh, a year or possibly a little more, but not too long,

Q. Do you recall any other families that had lived in there? Who

they might have been?

A.

I don't remember them. I remember there was a Ridgway family that,

I believe, lived there. And the word Allen comes up to me but whether

tha

Q.

t was some of the Ridgways, I don't know. I don't remember,

Okay. They were, ves. The Allen family was directly connected

with the Ridgways. And the Allens lived there apparently until after

the

1913 flood, at which time they moved out. And do you recall anyone

after that that may have lived there?
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A, There was a Mr, Ed Froehlich, F-R-0-E-H-L-I~C-H, I believe it is.
Q. Okay. Do you know what capacity he served?

A, He was the cashier, I believe. And probably executive officer of
some sort. He ran the bank, really.

Q. Anyone else?

A. And Max worked for him, Just started in the bank right out of
school, T think. And Carroll was in there with him, too. And I
believe my brother Louis was in there when he was there, too.

Q. That's L-E-W-I-S5, I guess?

A, L-0-U-I-S,

Q. L~0-U.

A. Yes,

Q. Do you remember any of the teller's names? Were there any?

A. No, I, I just don't remember.

Q. How . . .

A. Well, there was a Frances, Frances Coffee, but I'm not sure that
she was in the bank at that time. She's down here, now, But I'm

not sure that she was in there at that time.

Q. Yes, she, she started out there, 1I'm going to be interviewing
her. How do you spell a woman's Frances? Is it . . .

A. F-R=-A=N=-C-E-S,

Q. E-S. I always forget which is which, (chuckles) Okay., And I
believe Elizabeth Taylor also at one time . . .

A, Yes, she did work there, But I wasn't sure that she was in that
bank, in that bank building,

Q. T see., Okay.
A, And Elizabeth Waller, too.

Q. Elizabeth Waller.

1

A. Waller. W-A-L-1-E-R. And her name is . . . Dick Taylor, I believe.

I believe she was Elizabeth Taylor, too. (laughs)
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A, Yes. I think I could go back a little piece there. I think Mr.
Charlie Roedel was an attorney and I think his office was in the bank,
too. I don't know whether it was upstairs—-I mean there in the back,
I think., Back of--I think you went in, it seems to me I can remember
a sign here "Roedel and Roedel.," He and his father were attorneys.
And I think that they . . .

Q. Operated there.

A. Yes. They had an office back there. (pause) That's kind of
getting out of line, but , . .

Q. No, not at all,
Ae + . . it's when you can remember things. (laughs)

Q. No, at any time. That's the reason we put it on here and we can
straighten it out later, you see. Can you think of any other people,
now, involved with the building, that you recall?

A. No. Mr. Roedel was also an officer in the bank. Maybe he was a
director, I don't know. But he was--was involved in that way and . . .

Q. Now, you know in oral history heresay is verboten but in this project
they told me to go on heresay so--Do you remember any, anything about

the bank, now--its use or the people that were living there—-that are

not of personal knowledge to you but you've heard has occurred in the
bank? Like, how did the Ridgways use the bank when they were living
there? Or the Allens?

A, I don't know. I don't remember whether they were involved in the
bank at that time or not. That's back farther than I can remember.

I just remember when our family had some connection with it and
that's about as much as I can remember.

Q. Let's see, you would not have known of the bank really much before
1930 then, would you?

A. Not an awful lot. No, I remember that when the moratorium came
(laughs) on the banks, T had a little money in there and I know that
I got stock for what T had in that., That's about the first that T,
I - - -

Q. Recall . . .
A. I was——I was working at the time nursing and I was paid one day and

sent the check home. And I think the next day they closed the bank.
(laughs) I was stuck in Olney without very much money,
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Q. Just as an example I've run across . . . Ryckoff., Is that the correct

name? Rychoff? Runs the development center across the railroad over
here. Do I have the right name?

A. Dyhrkopp? Would it be? 1It's not a development center.

Q. Nope. Well, at any rate, there's a fellow here in town who has
documentation on a $100,000 loan of the bank--that the bank made to
the State of Illinois in 1842, I think is was, just before the bank
went under, which the $100,000 having never been repaid apparently

had quite a bit to do with the bank going under. So it's that type
thing, you know, is what we're interested . . .

A, No. No, I don't know.

Q. And artifacts., Any chairs or anything that . . .

A. Yo, No.

Q. Photographs?

A, Well, just snapshots that were taken during the flood that were
just about like . . .

Q. In the 1937 era?
A, Yes., Nothing before that.

-Q. Okay. Well, is there anything about the bank that you can think of
that I ought to know?

A. (pause) No,

Q. I can't imagine water being that high., I simply can't . . . (picks
up picture)

A. You couldn't imagine but I'11 tell you just, and I actually believe
it was-~I don't know whether that was taken at the highest stage. It
seems to me that it was closer to the upstairs windows than that.

Q. That, according to a couple of instances, lapped right up pretty

close to that second level window. Okay, ma'am, We've gathered some
pretty good information on the lobby. That's the main . . .

END OF TAPE,
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Q. Be over on this side (refers to a photograph of the bank).

A. It was here to the front. There was a . . .

Q. Oh. Oh, I see, The front corner room, then, was the one in which
they cooked. I see, Did they also eat in that room or did they have
another room where , , .

A. T think they ate in there, too. Sort of camped, really.

Q. What did they use to cook on, do you recall?

A, No, I don't, But Jimmie Joe could probably tell you because he
was there., (laughs)

Q. Yes. So, that's the two rooms, then, on the side adjoining the highway.
Do you recall what the rooms on the other side . . . (refers to picture of
bank) See, now, in the front right in the center here, there--well, the
other half of this front is divided into two small rooms, One used to

be the stairwell, and the other was a small room. Do you recall . . .

A, Well, that was the kitchen.

Q. Okay, that's where they cooked.

A, On this side, see. The living room was over here on this side
(indicates south corner of bank in the picture). And the kitchen was

over here (indicates the east corner).

Q. Okay. Now, the living room was at the front of the bank, then?
Was this front corner herel! (points to south corner)

A, It seems to me there were two rooms on this side. (points to
southwest side) And the one that you went into was the living room,
and 1 guess the other one was the bedroom.

Q. I see. Okay., Now, and so they cooked on the south, well, on the
east side.

A. On the right, as you go in.

Q. Right, I see, And this leaves one more room, then, behind that, which
would be right opposite, and you don't know what that was used for?

A. I suppose it was another bedroom. Most families do need at least

two. They were big rooms, pretty good size rooms but I imagine that
was a bedroom, too.
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Q. That stairway, now, you go up it to get to the next floor. Now,
underneath it there was a stairway which went down to the basement or
the ground floor. Do you recall whether that was enclosed or was there
a railing along the side of that? In other wovrds, you . . .

A. I don't remember a railing or whether it was enclosed or not. T
don't think--I don't know whether I was ever in the basement,

Q. Okay. On the second floor, now, when you get to the head of the
stairs, you would find yourself again in a large hallway. Is that
correct?

A | Yes.

Q. Now, from that large hallway, where were the doors in the hallway,
leading into other rooms?

A. Well, I think you came around a little to the right and went into
the living room, big sort of a living room.

Q. Would that be on the side next to the street, then?

A, Yes, Now, different people who lived there may have used it differently,
This was after the flood and my brother-in-law and sister lived there.

Q. Which flood was this, now?

A, This was the 1937.

Q. 1937 flood. Okay. And this was Mr. Galt, then?
A. Yes, He's Jimmie Joe's father.

Q. Oh, I see., Yes. Okay, Now, then if you turned right a little bit
and went through a doorway, you were in the living room,

A. Yes,

Q. Was there an entry to a room on the other side of the building,
that is, away from the street, from that hallway?

A. I don't remember. I'm sure there must have been. 1 don't think
they would have to come all the way down the hall to go in a door,

Q. Okay. There was a partitioned-off end of that hall on the street
side, the highway side, which at one time was used for a bath., Do you
recall that room there?

A. No,
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A, No.

Q. Okay. From that room, then--or excuse me, one thing on that room
now, it had the same type of shutters, did it, that the windows in the
lobby had, do you recall?

A. As I remember it did have.

Q. Okay. Now, from that room there was a doorway leading on back
into the back part of the bank? Do you recall that?

A, From the little room back of the main lobby?

Q. Yes, to the right of the main lobby and could you go on back from
there into the back of the bank?

A. I don't remember much about the back part of that, now. I don't
remember being in that part of it. The upstairs was what was used for
a residence, I mean part time and that's the one I remember. And I
don't remember it too well. But I remember it.

Q. Well, let'’s work our way on back on this same floor for a moment
here, We have said there was a door on the left that you could go

in to the back part of the bank. And you said that was offices back
there. Do you recall what type of office?

A. 1 think it waas possibly the bank officers had offices back there.
I don't know, there may have been a law office back there, too., I'm
not sure about that.

Q. You're not really familiar with that room or that series of rooms?

A, No, I'm not familiar with that part of it.

Q. 1If you go on hack further, to the back of the bank, you come to
this large hall on the back.

A. Opens up to the stairway, you mean?

Q. Yes, right, Okay. Now, in order to enter that hall, you could
come in either side of the bank?

A. Yes.

Q. And go up stairs and then in the doors., There was a door at each
end of the hall?

A. That's right.
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Q. They were on the . . .
A, Yes, There were shutters on the inside.

Q. In the outer part of the lobby as you walked into the lobby, do
you recall any chairs there?

A, I believe there were. Sort of arm chairs, several chairs.
Q. Where were they in the room, do you recall?

A, T think along, it seems to me, along the wall,

Q. Okay, that would be to the left, then, as you came in?

A, Yes, to the left or right. I mean——you know, for people, customers,
who were having to wait.

Q. WNow, you say there were three or four places for tellers. Do you
recall, behind the counter, were there any other workers there or
people who . . . ‘

A, Well, I think some of the bank personnel. I mean some of the
officers helped out, too, you know., Then banks were not what they
are today. And I can remember, I had a brother and a brother-in-law
who worked there, and I can remember them being at the windows,

Q. What were their names?

A, Max Galt was the brother-in-law. And my brother's name was
Carroll Goetzman,

Q. I was informed this morning how to spell Goetzman. (laughs)

A, You could never have guessed otherwise, Nice Irish name., (laughter)
Q. Okay. Now as you came in, you came up to the counter and we've
talked a little bit about the right end of it. Now, the left end of

it, could you go around that left end and reach where the tellers

stood?

A, (pause) I just really don't remember.

Q. Do you remember a door in the back wall there, that led on to the—-
further back in the bank?

A. TI'm sure there was because that was-—-there were offices back there,
And T am sure there was some way to get there. 1 remember more clearly,
it seems to me, of one being on the right that you could go around to
the . . .
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A. It was just, as I remember, just plain . . . bars, I think. Yes.
Q. Were they round?

A, Yes, round, I believe,

Q. Was there any scrollwork in it at all?

A. T don't remember that there was.

Q. Fairly plain, then?

A. TYes.

Q. At the openings for the tellers, how was it different there? Did
they have gates in the~-that they could open?

A. Just open spaces, as I remember.

Q. And the counter itself--oh, excuse me, one question: How high did
that grillwork go? Did it go all the way to the ceiling?

A. No, no. Probably just . . . head, or just above head level.
Q. 8o about six feet or so above the floor?
A. Yes, something like that.

Q. Did the counter go all the way across that room from wall to wall
Or L] - L]

A. No.
Q. . . . were there openings in it?
A. I think it was sort of rounded. That's the way I remember.

Q. What do you mean by "sort of rounded?" On the right-hand side,
did the end that joined the . . .

A. Well, I mean it just didn't go straight across like this, it was
sort of . . . (indicates concave with her hand). And I think it didn't
go all the way to the wall, It seems to me it went this way (indicates
to right) then there was a passageway to maybe the office in the back.

Q. A doorway, then, to the right, maybe?

A. A doorway, yes. Back of the cages.
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Elizabeth Lawler Transcyiption from TAPE SP-8,1

PREFACE: This manuscript is a complete transcription of a tape=-recorded
interview conducted August 31, 1978. Mrs. Lawler was born in Shawneetown
on January 31, 1904. Except for the period 1928 to 1936 when she took
nurses training and then worked as a nurse in Olney, Illinois, her life
has been spent in Shawneetown. Her primary memories of the bank are

from association with relatives who were bank officials and from her
experiences as a customer,

Q. Okay, and we are recording now. We don't have to worry about the
mike or recording or anything, it'll just go on without us. Okay. If
I can, then, I'll just start asking some questions and we'll kind of
follow along wherever the conversation takes us. My main concern is
what did the bank look like, how was it used, you see; what did it loock
like inside, and that sort of thing. TFirst of all, when were you born?
A, 1904,

Q. What day?

A, January the 3lst,

Q. Okay, and where were you born?

A

« In Shawneetown.

Q. In Shawneetown, And did you spend most of your life, then, in 01d
Shawneetown?

A. Well, I was there until about 1928, I guess.

Q. 1928,

A. Yes. And from 1928 to 1931, T was in nurses training.
Q. Where did you take your training?

A. At Olney, Illinois.

Q. When were you married?

A. TIn 1936.

Q. What is the first remembrance that you have of the inside of the
bank?
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