
This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of t a p e  recorded in te rv iews  conducted 
by M r s .  Mary Louise Connelly McCarthy, f o r  t h e  Oral History Of f i ce ,  
Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  1980. Mrs. Gay Ruble P ia tchek  
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and M r s .  McCarthy e d i t e d  the t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r s .  E lo i se  Meiners, a  l i f e  long r e s i d e n t  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
worked a t  t h e  Lincoln Home National  H i s t o r i c  S i t e  a s  a  Park Serv ice  
Ranger. Mrs. Meiners had many d u t i e s  a s  an  i n t e r p r e t e r .  She worked 
i n  t h e  va r ious  school  programs t h a t  a r e  presented f o r  t h e  bus t o u r s  
of school  c h i l d r e n  who v i s i t  L incoln ' s  Home. She p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
"Tea a t  Two" program f o r  t h e  sen io r  c i t i z e n s  who v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e .  
She worked f i v e  yea r s  a t  t h e  park and was r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  devel- 
opment of new programs t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  being presented  the re .  

Mrs. Meiners has  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of being t h e  f i r s t  r e t i r e e  from 
Lincoln Home National  H i s t o r i c  S i t e .  Her r e t i r emen t  p a r t y  was he ld  
l o c a l l y  and was we l l  a t tended  by a l l  t he  employees of t he  park,  from 
t h e  admin i s t r a t i ve ,  maintenance, and i n t e r p r e t i v e  d i v i s i o n s  personnel .  
M r s .  Meiners has  taken many courses ,  inc luding  such t o p i c s  a s  photo- 
graphy, psychology, sociology,  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and gerontology. She i s  
very a c t i v e  i n  t he  va r ious  community groups and o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  
t ake  i n  a  wide scope of t o p i c s .  She and h e r  husband, Hank Meiners, 
s t i l l  r e s i d e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  i s  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univer- 
s i t y  i s  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor 
t h e  views expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted, and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  O r a l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Mary Lou McCarthy, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Good af te rnoon,  Elo ise .  

A .  Good af ternoon.  

Q. Would you t e l l  us how long  you worked a t  M r .  L incoln ' s  home? 

A .  Almost s i x  years .  

Q. Over t h e s e  yea r s  d id  you s e e  cons iderable  change? 

A .  Yes, and no r e a l l y ,  because t h e  Lincoln home has  been a pub l i c  
bu i ld ing  f o r  s o  many yea r s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  technique has  been cons tan t  
through many, many yea r s  because i t  became a pub l i c  bu i ld ing  i n  1887. 
So when I s t a r t e d  t h e  b a s i c  premise and method of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was 
p r e t t y  much e s t ab l i shed .  

Q. I see .  With t h i s  in te rv iew,  we're  looking  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  women's 
view of t h e  park. Could you g ive  us  your expe r t  ideas?  

A. I don't  know j u s t  which aspec t  you would be  most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t he re .  O f  course i t  hadn ' t  been a p a r t  of t h e  National  Park Serv ice  
very long  when I s t a r t e d ,  so t h e r e  was a good d e a l  of change, no t  i n  
t he  home i t s e l f ,  of course ,  t h a t  is h i s t o r i c ,  i t ' s  c o r r e c t  and t h e  main 
o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  whole ope ra t ion  is t o  keep i t  t h a t  way. However, t h e  
neighborhood changed r a d i c a l l y  i n  t h a t  per iod  of t ime. The Lincoln 
home and t h e  Rosenwald house ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
block were t h e  only two p i eces  of property t h a t  were owned by t h e  park 
s e r v i c e  a t  t h a t  time. So, a l l  t h e  bu i ld ings  on Seventh S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
400 b lock  and t h e  500 b lock  were s t i l l  t h e r e .  Now, those  a r e  all gone 
and t h a t ' s  been converted t o  t h e  bus parking l o t ,  t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r  
and t h e  v i s i t o r  parking l o t  and t h e  park o f f i c e ,  where t h e  headquar te rs  
a r e .  On Ninth S t r e e t ,  now, they were p r e t t y  we l l  c leaned ou t .  Now 
t h i s  c o n s i s t s  of fou r  f u l l  square blocks and t h e  Legacy Gardens i n  t h e  
back were j u s t  beginning t o  be developed. The ground was be ing  l e v e l l e d  
and behind t h e  home was i n  t h e  400 block,  now t h e  Legacy Gardens a r e  
i n  t h e  500 block. 

Behind t h e  home was t h e  main parking l o t  t h a t  had been developed by 
t h e  c i t y  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  and t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r  o r  information booth 
was behind t h e  home. The v i s i t o r s  had t o  come from t h e  a l l e y ,  r e a l l y ,  
through t h e  walkway a t  t h e  house t o  t h e  n o r t h  t o  ge t  t o  t h e  Lincoln 
Home from t h e  parking l o t .  This was an a spec t  t h a t  I was very g lad  t o  
s e e  change. You r e a l l y  don ' t  l i k e  t o  have your v i s i t o r s  coming i n  from 
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t h e  back way. Now, t h a t  t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r  is  on Seventh S t r e e t ,  of 
course ,  they do approach t h e  house from t h e  f r o n t .  

Q. It would be  f a r  more a t t r a c t i v e  t h a t  way. Yes, t h e  v i s t a  where 
you come i n  is  s o  p l easan t .  I would t h i n k  i t  wouldn't have been s o  
t e r r i f i c  walking i n  t h e  a l l e y .  

A .  No, and then  ac ros s  t h e  street, of course ,  t h e r e  was a souvenir  
shop. That had been a grocery s t o r e  i n  t h e  pas t .  That was b u i l t  some- 
t i m e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1920's  o r  e a r l y  1930's. And, t h e  a r e a  had been con- 
v e r t e d  t o  a m a l l  q u i t e  a number of yea r s  ago, and then  t h a t  bu i ld ing  
had been changed t o  t h e  souvenir  shop from t h e  grocery s t o r e .  The 
c h i l d r e n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  were dashing back and f o r t h  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  
over  t o  t h e  souvenir  shop, and Eighth S t r e e t  was one of ou r  main north-  
south s t r e e t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and t h e r e  were some c l o s e  c a l l s  w i th  those  
youngsters .  So t h a t ' s  why it was c losed  o f f  and made t h e  mall e f f e c t  
j u s t  o f f  of Eighth S t r e e t  t o  put t h e  s a f e t y  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  group. 
Then, t h e  second block t o  t h e  n o r t h  of Lincoln ' s  home a l s o  was a 
souvenir  shop. Those now were of more va lue ,  a bus t  of Lincoln,  per- 
haps,  could be  purchased t h e r e  f o r  $75.00 where t h e  souvenir  shop 
ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  was t h e  w h i s t l e s  and even bubble gum and t h e  make- 
b e l i e v e  s tovepipe  h a t s  t h a t  you could ge t  f o r  a d o l l a r  and a q u a r t e r ,  
t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  Next t o  t h e  souvenir  shop t h a t  was ac ros s  t h e  
s t r e e t  was a ,  what they c a l l  t h e  Abraham Lincoln museum, and they 
d i d  have some i tems t h a t  belonged t o  Lincoln. Some items of a type 
t h a t  he  had used. He  d i d  do some surveying i n  t h e  very e a r l y  yea r s  
i n  I l l i n o i s ,  surveying ins t ruments  of a type  t h a t  he had used were 
over  t h e r e ,  and then  a l s o  some souveni rs  from t h e  C i v i l  War period-- 
one i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I could never b e l i e v e ,  bu t  i t  was a r a i l r o a d  rai l  
t h a t  had been wrapped around a t r e e ,  same way o r  another .  How they 
managed t o  do t h a t ,  I do n o t  know, b u t  i t  was i n  a complete loop. And 
i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  South was going back and r ep lac ing  t r a c k s  very 
quick ly  when t h e  e f f o r t  had been made t o  d i s r u p t  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
and t h i s  was done s o  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  could no t  be used aga in  imme- 
d i a t e l y  t o  r ep l ace  t h a t ,  so  t h a t  now is a l l  gone. That i s  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  and f a r t h e s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  was the reproduct ion  of t h e  Edwards 
home, t h a t  a l s o  had a souvenir  shop, and a s e t  of diaramas t h a t  brought 
t h e  v i s i t o r  up i n  t h e  Lincoln h i s t o r y  from t h e  l o g  cab in  i n  Kentucky 
where he was born. There w a s  a l i t t l e  schoolhouse up on a h i l l  t h a t  
was t h e  type t h a t  he would have a t t ended  as a c h i l d  i n  Kentucky on up 
t o  t h e  present .  The period of t h e  Lincoln h i s t o r y  t h a t  was being 
covered by t h e  home i t s e l f .  

Q. What's happened t o  t h e  diaramas? Does anyone know? 

A .  The diarama, I understand, has been given t o  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Univer- 
s i t y  a t  Bloomington, Normal, up i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q. It would be  n i c e  f o r  t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r  though t o  have i t ,  
wouldn't  i t ?  
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A. Yes, bu t  i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  Park Serv ice  wasn't i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
acqu i r ing  it. It was o f f e r e d  t o  them, but  why i t  wasn't  accepted,  
I don ' t  know. So t h a t  bu i ld ing  now i s  c a l l e d  t h e  Educational Center ,  
and t h a t  i s  t h e  s i t e  of va r ious  s p e c i a l  programs f o r  second graders ,  
f i f t h  graders ,  s en io r  c i t i z e n s ,  t h i n g s  of t h a t  s o r t .  

Q. De l igh t fu l .  I was so pleased dur ing  our  phone in te rv iew t o  hear  
you say t h a t  you had taken t h e  Oral His tory  course  a t  Sangamon S t a t e .  
What was t h e  reason f o r  t h i s ?  

A .  Well, we have many, many v i s i t o r s  who have s t o r i e s  about t h e  
Lincolns  t h a t  were passed down from genera t ion  t o  genera t ion  wi th in  
t h e i r  own f ami l i e s .  Some of them were very ,  very  important ,  and t h e  
year  1849 Lincoln f in i shed  up h i s  s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  House of Representa- 
t i v e s  i n  Washington i n  Apr i l .  The t e n a n t s  t h a t  had ren ted  t h e  house 
dur ing  h i s  absence were i n  t h e  house u n t i l  November, and t h e r e ' s  never 
been knowledge about where they were i n  t h a t  per iod  of time. Now, 
Mary was i n  Washington, Mary, and t h e  boys i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h a t  
s e s s i o n ,  and then  she  l e f t  and went t o  Lexington, Kentucky and s tayed  
wi th  h e r  family,  h e r  f a t h e r  and step-mother and t h e  s tep-bro thers  and 
s i s t e r s .  They had one room i n  Washington, and you can imagine a  l i t t l e  
boy--let 's  s e e  t h a t  was, Robert would have been about four .  Eddie was 
j u s t  an  i n f a n t  y e t ,  and two c h i l d r e n  of t h a t  age i n  one room i n  a 
boarding house would be extremely nerve-wracking i n  my es t imat ion .  
So she  l e f t  then ,  and went t o  Lexington, s o  they may have s tayed  i n  
Lexington f o r  a  while .  However, t h e r e  was a  man who came i n  who wanted 
t o  know i f  I knew where t h e  Thayer farm w a s .  And it  is out  i n  t h e  
Bradforton a r e a ,  o r  w a s .  I d id  know t h a t ,  and he proceeded t o  t e l l  
me t h a t  t h e  Lincolns l i v e d  i n  a g r e a t  grandmother and g randfa the r ' s  
house. Thei r  name was Thayer, and they had j u s t  marr ied,  and they  
moved i n t o  t h e  home of t h e  pa ren t s  of one of them, and allowed t h e  
Lincolns  t o  use  t h e i r  home. Now, t h i s  gentleman d id  no t  know what 
d a t e  t h i s  was. Now, t h e  Lincolns  may have a l s o  found o t h e r  l i v i n g  
q u a r t e r s  during t h e  time of remodeling a t  t h e  home, which was no t  
u n t i l  1856. But, h e  had no idea  what per iod  t h i s  was, bu t  t h i s  i s  a 
b i t  of information t h a t  nobody was aware of so  f a r  as I could determine. 

Q. U n t i l  t h a t  po in t .  

A .  And even y e t ,  they f e e l  t h a t  we need more proof than  t h a t  gent le -  
man's s ta tement  about it. H e  was from Ohio, no t  from t h i s  a r e a  where 
we could aga in  g e t  i n  touch wi th  him. But I d i d n ' t  f i n d  out  where he  
l i v e d ,  and a f t e rwards ,  I r e a l i z e d  what an important b i t  of information 
t h a t  would have been t o  u s  i f  I had been aware of t h e  technique,  So, 
t h a t  was when I decided when I saw t h e  Oral His tory  was being o f f e r e d ,  
t h a t  I should t ake  i t  s o  t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s  would not  happen 
again.  I would g e t  a l l  of t h e  information,  s o  i f  we needed f u r t h e r  
contac t  w i th  him, we'd be able t o  do so.  

Q. Oh, t h a t  was s o  wise.  Tha t ' s  t e r r i f i c .  
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A.  So, i t  was r e a l l y  an e r r o r  i n  a way, no t  known a s  an  e r r o r  a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  bu t  i t  proved t o  be an e r r o r  l a t e r  on. 

Q. Yes, but  now t o  have t h e  s k i l l  is a joy,  I ' m  s u r e  f o r  you wi th  
many f a c e t s  of l i f e ,  but  c e r t a i n l y  the re .  Did you have D r .  Cullom 
Davis i n  t h i s  course? When you took Oral  His tory?  

A .  Yes, however, he  was q u i t e  busy a t  t h e  t ime,  and a graduate  s tudent  
worked wi th  me more than  Cullom Davis d i d .  This  was a fe l low named 
Waggoner. 

Q. M r .  Waggoner, oh we l l  t h a t ' s  t e r r i f i c .  Then I'm s u r e  he was an 
a s s e t  on a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  f a c e t s  of g e t t i n g  t h e  typ ing  done and a l l  t h e  
s p e c i a l  t h i n g s ,  t h e  t r a n s c r i b i n g  and every th ing  e l s e .  

A .  Yes, t h a t  was q u i t e  a chore. 

Q.  Exhausting, I ' m  i n  t h e  middle of i t .  What o t h e r  courses  have you 
taken a t  S .S .U.? 

A .  Well, r e a l l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  courses  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  job ,  t h a t  
s t a r t e d  previous t o  t h e  t i m e  I went t o  work a t  L incoln ' s  Home. Because 
I had been away from t h e  working world f o r  s o  many yea r s  dur ing  t h e  
t ime I was r a i s i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have r e fe r -  
ences of va lue .  And then ,  too,  I had been i n  accounting before  t h e  
ch i ld ren  were born, and I d id  n o t  want t o  go back t o  being t i e d  down 
t o  a desk, so I had t o  decide which d i r e c t i o n  I wanted t o  go, and of 
course tourism i n  t h i s  a r e a  is  such an important i ndus t ry ,  r e a l l y ,  
t h a t  I thought t h a t  I ' d  r a t h e r  be involved i n  t h a t ,  and I went t o  
Lincoln Land f o r  two yea r s  and got my Associa tes  degree t h e r e ,  and 
concentrated on a l l  types of courses  t h a t  would be of ' p a r t i c u l a r  va lue  
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  type  of work. The h i s i o r y  courses ,  of course ,  bu t  
a l s o  1 wanted t h e  psychology of bus iness  and indus t ry  because of t h e  
need t o  know the c o r r e c t  way t o  d e a l  wi th  people,  l a r g e  groups of 
people r e a l l y .  The p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of t h a t  was t h e  sociology and psy- 
chology and s o c i a l  psychology and then I was a b l e  t o  t a k e  t h e  psychol- 
ogy of bus iness  and indus t ry .  So, of course i t  was a l s o  communications, 
pub l i c  speaking,  a long wi th  t h e  h i s t o r y  courses .  I a l s o  had the  geology, 
which was general  i n  n a t u r e ,  bu t  they a l s o  app l i ed  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r ea .  Geography was t h e  same way, and anthropology, so  along wi th  the 
S p r i n g f i e l d  h i s t o r y ,  Sangamon County h i s t o r y ,  t h e  I l l i n o i s  h i s t o r y ,  
t he  Indian  h i s t o r y ,  and t h e  anthropology, I got  t h e  Indian  pre-h is tory ,  
so i t  was not  j u s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  L inco ln ' s  home t h a t  I was working 
toward, i t  was t h e  tourism bus ines s  a s  a whole. 

Q. In t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  Yes. 

A .  Yes, so  then a f t e r  I got  t h e  degree from Lincoln Land is  when I 
s t a r t e d  wi th  t h e  Park Serv ice  a t  L incoln ' s  Home. Then Sangamon S t a t e  
o f f e r e d  so  many courses  t h a t  were of va lue  he re ,  t h e  Lincoln I n t e r -  
s e s s i o n  was a very h ighly  concent ra ted  course  t h a t  took p l ace  all 
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wi th in  one week. The s e s s i o n s  l a s t e d  from e i g h t  t o  f i v e  i n  t he  daytime, 
and then  we were back a t  s i x - t h i r t y  and worked u n t i l  t e n  a t  n i g h t ,  and 
t h i s  was f i v e  days i n  a  row. Then, p lus  a  t e n  page paper on i t ,  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  i t  was an  easy way t o  g e t  one hour of c r e d i t  i n  
a weekks t i m e ,  af ter  you recovered you f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  w o r t h - i t .  And 
then,  t h e  Age of Lincoln was -another one t h a t  wa; of g r e a t  value.  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  now d id  cover t h e  e l e c t i o n s  from Washington 
t ime on, bu t  n a t u r a l l y  Lincoln ' s  too ,  which was a  good b i t  of back- 
ground information.  The per iod  we were working wi th  i n  t h e  Lincoln 
Home concentrated p r e t t y  much on t h e  time they l i v e d  t h e r e  from 1844 
t o  1861. And, t h i s ,  o f  course  was i n  t h i s  per iod.  They a l s o  o f f e r e d  
the course  i n  t h e  development and p re sen ta t ion  of i n t e r p r e t i v e  programs 
far  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  and then  another  one w a s  Early American Housing 
and Daily L i f e ,  and aga in ,  t he  period was covered t h a t  we were working 
wi th  i n  thehome,  So t h a t  you became aware of t h e  types  of t h ings  
t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  them through t h e  markets,  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  allowed them t o  be i n  con tac t  wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world through 
t h e  I l l i n o i s  River ,  Mis s i s s ipp i  River and New Orleans,  t h e  Gulf of 
Mexico. So, i tems from o t h e r  coun t r i e s  were very much a v a i l a b l e  a s  
far a s  imports were concerned i n  t h i s  a r e a  s i g h t  here .  We were 
chal lenged one time on t h e  lemon t h a t  was i n  t h e  bowl i n  t h e  d in ing  
room. "They d i d n ' t  have lemons a t  t h a t  time." And, indeed they d id  
have lemons a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. Because of t h e  r i v e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  It was a v a i l a b l e  i n  he re ,  and i n  f a c t ,  one of M r .  
L incoln ' s  f a v o r i t e  foods was lemon p ie .  So we d id  have t h e  proof t h a t  
they were a v a i l a b l e ,  bu t  a l o t  where you d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have t h e  
proof o r  wouldn't have t h e  t ime o r  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  r e sea rch  a l l  
of t h a t ,  was o f f e r e d  t o  you i n  t h i s  course of t h e  d a i l y  l i v i n g .  

Q. Well, i t ' s  l i k e  you planned t h e  curr iculum when you were ready t o  
go back t o  co l l ege ,  every th ing  was r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  exac t ly  t h e  r i g h t  
sequence t h a t  you wanted i t .  I s n ' t  t h a t  f a n t a s t i c ?  

A .  Well, now i n  Lincoln Land, I was t ak ing  courses  s p e c i f i c a l l y  of 
va lue  i n  t h i s  kind of work. That w a s  where I w a s  heading because a s  
I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  I had t h e  re ferences ,and  I w a s  going t o  have t o  
use  a l l  of t h i s  t o  show a prospec t ive  employer t h a t  I was capable of  
handl ing something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q .  Oh, indeed,  yes .  So few people start out  planning so  we l l  and 
prepar ing  themselves f o r  a job so  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t e r r i f i c .  S ince~ge ron-  
tology is  my f i e l d  of s tudy  f o r  my Master 's  degree,  and you expressed 
a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  t oo ,  w i l l  you t e l l  us  what courses  you s t i l l  plan 
t o  t ake ,  i f  any? 

A .  I am wi th in  twenty hours  of g e t t i n g  my Bachelor 's  degree and I 
have a l l  of t h e  h i s t o r y  hours r equ i r ed  a l r eady .  So now, I do need t o  
go i n  t o  some of t h e  o the r  courses  t h a t  would a l s o  be  of value.  Now, 
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we found t h a t ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  we do have a  need f o r  photography t h e r e ,  
we d idn ' t  have anyone t h a t  was s k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  o r  had t h e  cameras t h a t  
could t ake  t h e  type  of p i c t u r e s  t h a t  we wanted, so  I took two courses  
of that i n  Sangamon S t a t e ,  and l e a rned  t h e  techniques ,  and a l s o  was 
a b l e  t o  ge t  t h e  l e n s .  What I s p e c i f i c a l l y  wanted t o  l e a r n  was how t o  
t a k e  p i c t u r e s  of p i c t u r e s ,  so  t h a t  w e  would have t h e  s l i d e s  of  t h e  
f a r ewe l l  address  and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e  gerontology was p r e t t y  much 
i n  t h a t  same a rea .  It wasn't  of major i n t e r e s t ,  bu t  when I took t h e  
"Perspect ives  of Aging," i t  was more t o  understand t h e  needs of t h e  
o l d e r  v i s i t o r s .  And such was t h e  need when they  would come i n  t o  t h e  

, home on a very b r i g h t ,  sunny day, t o  be a b l e  t o  s tand  t h e r e  f o r  j u s t  
a moment, because t h e  muscles i n  t h e  eyes do not  c o n t r a c t  and expand 
the p u p i l s  a s  qu ick ly  as it does i n  a  younger person. They a c t u a l l y  
need t h a t  t ime, f o r  t h a t .  Also, t h e  boardwalks, t h ings  of t h a t  s o r t  
t h a t  would be  much more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  handle than  a  younger 
person. And, t o  try t o  t a l k  i n  a lower tone  because when t h e  hea r ing  
l o s s  occurs ,  i t  occurs  i n  t h e  h ighe r  l e v e l s  f i r s t  and t h e  o l d e r  people 
can understand t h e  men much b e t t e r  than  they can t h e  women, so  i f  t h e  
women a r e  wi th  o l d e r  people,  they should t r y  t o  remember t o  keep t h e i r  
vo ices  a t  t h a t  lower tone.  It was a l l  of t h e s e  s o r t  of t h ings  t h a t  I 
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and i t  w a s  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t  I was po in t ing  
ou t  when I wrote t h e  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  "In  ouch," t h e  National  Park 
Serv ice  Organ t h a t  I w a s  t e l l i n g  you about .  They were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
i t  because of t h e  inc rease  i n  t h e  number of people i n  t h a t  age bracke t .  

Q. Oh, yes ,  t h e  Senior C i t i z e n  t o u r s ,  t h e  bus tou r s?  

A .  And t h e  p ro j ec t ed  inc rease  i n  t h a t  age bracke t  too ,  i n  our  o v e r a l l  
f i g u r e s  of populat ion.  

Q. Oh yes ,  because i t ' s  changing d r a s t i c a l l y  i n  favor  of t h e  e l d e r l y .  

A.  They f i g u r e  i n  t ime and I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  exact  d a t e ,  I t h i n k  it 

\ ,  
was about 190@, t h a t  about twenty-five percent  of t h e  populat ion would 
be  i n  t h e  re t i rement  age,  and t h a t  then ,  of course  i s  where they a r e  
a b l e  t o  do t h e  t r a v e l l i n g .  And then ,  too ,  w i th  l i m i t e d  incomes, t h e  
parks could be used much more than you might expect because of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  they don' t  have t h e  t e r r i b l e  expense, a s  they  would i n  t h e  
t r i p s  t o  Europe o r  t h e  t h e a t r e  t r i p s  o r  so f o r t h .  

Q. Yes, f a r  l e s s  expensive. 

A .  So t h a t  t h e r e  very we l l  could be a - m ~ i h - h i ~ h e r  number of 
' h i s i t o r s  i n  t h a t  age bracke t  than  w e  had experienced i n  t h e  p a s t .  - 

Q. I wonder i f  you 're  t h e  only  one i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  has  prepared 
l i k e  t h i s ,  so  c a r e f u l l y  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s ?  

A .  Not that I know o f .  

Q. There a r e  o t h e r s ,  too? 

*The n a r r a t o r  probably meant 1990 o r  some f u t u r e  da t e .  
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A .  The major i ty  of them i n  t h e  Park Serv ice  seem t o  be  i n  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  There are some t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  I know very few, o f f -  
hand, I can only t h i n k  of about t h r e e  t h a t  were h i s t o r y  majors. we've 
had any type and every type ,  I t h i n k  of degree,  o r  people working 
toward a degree i n  o the r  a r e a s ,  even n u t r i t i o n ,  and landscaping and 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and of course ,  f o r e s t r y  i n  t h e  National  Park Serv ice  
t h a t  w e  have those  coming i n ,  b i o l o g i s t s  of course ,  and environmen- 
t a l i s t s ,  bu t  they a r e  people who a r e  wanting t o  move up i n  t h e  Park 
Serv ice .  They have t o  s t a r t  someplace, they were able t o  manage h e r e  
where t h e r e  was an  opening and t h i s  was more o r  less t h e i r  f i r s t  s t e p  
wi th in  t h e  Park Serv ice  r a t h e r  than  being an  a spec t  of t h e  Park Serv ice  
t h a t  they  wanted t o  make t h e i r  c a r e e r s  ou t  o f .  

Q. I s e e ,  i t  w a s  a s tepping  s tone?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. What is t h e  Tea a t  Two program a t  t h e  Park? 

A. Well, t h i s  we found q u i t e  d e l i g h t f u l .  It was fun.  And t h i s  i s  
f o r  t h e  over f i f t y  group and t e a  was a r a t h e r  important s o c i a l  event  
among t h e  l a d i e s  i n  t h e  Mary Lincoln time. A good d e a l  of i t  w a s  
j u s t  t a l k i n g  and v i s i t i n g ,  s o  t h a t  is  an aspec t  t h a t  we want t o  
emphasize here .  Now, we do present  a s l i d e  program, but  i t ' s  more 
t o  acquaint  t h e  people w i th  t h e  family members, and background. What 
w e  e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e  is f o r  them t o  t e l l  us  s t o r i e s  t h a t  have been 
handed down i n  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  from previous genera t ions ,  as t o  l i f e -  
styles and s p e c i a l  events  and whatnot,  from t h e  Lincoln period.  And, 
oh, t hose  s t o r i e s  a r e  s o  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and i t ' s  r a t h e r  amazing t h e  
number of people whose ances to r s  have been involved i n  some a spec t  
of t h e  Lincoln h i s t o r y  and have t h e s e  l i t t l e  s t o r i e s .  One, f o r  
i n s t ance ,  played wi th  a c h i l d  who l i v e d  r i g h t  behind t h e  ~ i n c o l n ' s  
home and they were p lay ing  house and M r s .  Lincoln saw them. So she  
f ixed  up some lemonade and cookies  and brought them over  s o  they 
could have t h a t  as p a r t  of t h e i r  p lay ing  house. Soy th ings  of t h a t  
s o r t ,  we're e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and then  we use  t h e  s i l v e r  t e a  
s e r v i c e  and a l l  a s  Mary Lincoln would have done. And I found a r e c i p e  
f o r  a cake, an almond cake t h a t  Mary served i n  t h e  house, and a l s o  
i n  t h e  White House, so  w e  make those  cakes up each t i m e  we 're  going 
t o  have a program and those  a r e  a p a r t  of t h e  t e a  and t h e  refreshments .  

Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  a d e l i g h t f u l  idea .  Did you begin i t?  

A .  P r e t t y  much. I w a s  i n  i t  from t h e  beginning. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  s l i d e  
program is concerned, t h a t  w a s  more i n  somebody e l s e ' s  realm, i n  f a c t  
t h e  fe l low's  gone now completely.  He moved on up t o  t h e  Indiana dunes 
i n  Indiana up by Lake Michigan, and an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  a spec t  of 
t h e  park,  now. But t h e  rest of i t ,  yes.  I d i d  and used my own s i l v e r  
s e rv i ce .  

Q .  I was j u s t  going t o  say t h a t .  My next  ques t ion  was I understand 
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you've brought some of your own love ly  s i l v e r  s e r v i c e  from home t o  
make everything e x t r a  p r e t t y .  

A. Yes, they d idn ' t  have i t  r i g h t  a t  t h e  t ime, and t h e r e  was r e a l l y  
no need f o r  them t o  i n v e s t  i n  such a t h i n g  u n t i l  we would s e e  i f  i t  
was r e a l l y  needed o r  n o t .  

Q. 1 t h i n k  it adds s o  much, I mean t h e  tea i n  paper cups j u s t  doesn ' t  
do i t  o r  poured from a c o f f e e  urn.  

A .  No, i t  d i d  make a p r e t t y  t a b l e  and w e  had t h e  whi te  l i n e n  t a b l e c l o t h  
too,  a s  M r s .  Lincoln would have used, and then i t  too  would a l s o  be  
an  i c e  breaker .  Also t h e  i n t e r e s t  people might have i n  it because 
i t  would be so  d i f f e r e n t  from today,  we had copies  of some of t h e  
i tems from t h a t  time. "Gee-haw whinnydiddle," have you ever  heard 
of a "gee-haw whinnydiddle?" 

Q.  No, 1 have no idea .  

A. They were q u i t e  common a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and of course ,  the men had 
t h e  pocket kn ives  and would do t h e i r  carv ing ,  and i t  was simply two 
l i t t l e  s t i c k s .  One would Ire poss ib ly  twelve inches long ,  no mare than 
th ree-quar te rs  of an inch  wide, and one-quarter of an inch  i n  th ick-  
nes s ,  and about halfway t o  both s i d e s  f o r  about s i x  inches ,  t h e r e  
were smal l  c u t s  i n  it t h a t  were l i k e  a saw c u t ,  l i t t l e ,  a whole s e r i e s  
of l i t t l e  po in t s .  Then t h e  o the r  p i ece  of wood was only about s i x  
inches long ,  and f o r  an a r e a  of about two inches ,  s t i l l  t h e  same 
dimensions a s  f o r  width and th i ckness  was concerned, t h e r e  would be 
a rounded o f f  p a r t  f o r  about two inches.  On t h e  end of t h e  twelve 
inch  s t i c k  was a l i t t l e  p r o p e l l o r ,  put  on wi th  a s m a l l  n a i l .  But 
t h e  h o l e  was d r i l l e d  i n  t h e  p rope l lo r  so t h a t  i t  would move very  
e a s i l y .  Then by rubbing t h e  small s t i c k ,  t h e  curved p a r t  of t h e  
small  s t i c k  over  t h e  sawtooth type  of c u t s ,  t h e  p rope l lo r  w i l l .  t u r n ,  
and i f  you t i p  i t  t o  t h e  f a r  s i d e  from you, the way you ' re  hold ing  
i t ,  t h e  p rope l lo r  would t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t .  I f  you t ipped  t h i s  t h i n g  
and rubbed i t  from t h e  near  s i d e ,  t h e  p rope l lo r  w i l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  
r i g h t .  Of course ,  when t h e  men i n  t h e  p a s t  were working with mules 
out  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  i f  they  wanted them t o  turn r i g h t ,  they would say ,  
"Gee, 'I i f  they  wanted them t o  t u r n  l e f t  , they would say ,  "Haw. " So 
wi th  t h e  ch i ld ren ,  i t 's  more o r  l e a s  a toy  f o r  the c h i l d r e n ,  so  you 
t e l l  them i f  they  wanted t o  be a b l e  t o  go r i g h t  o r  l e f t ,  they  have 
t o  say "Gee1' o r  "Haw", and as they used t h i s  word, you change t h i s  
l i t t l e  t h i n g  so  t h e  p rope l lo r ' d  go whichever d i r e c t i o n  they g ive  t h e  
o rde r s  f o r .  The c h i l d r e n  have a g r e a t  t ime,  we use  i t  i n  the second 
grade program, too ,  and then  we made rock candy which is q u i t e  f a sc in -  
a t i n g .  I t 's  q u i t e  simply an experiment i n  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n ,  a c t u a l l y  
i f  you mix the sugar  and t h e  water  and pour i t  i n t o  a jar, you t i e  
a s t r i n g  t o  a n a i l  so i t  w i l l  act as a weight.  But i t  seems i t ' s  
a l s o  necessary f o r  t h i s  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  t o  t ake  p l ace  because i f  you 
don ' t  have i t  i n  t h e r e ,  you have something e l s e  f o r  a weight,  i t  
doesn ' t  seem t h a t  t h e  sugar  c r y s t a l s  w i l l  b u i l d  up on t h e  s t r i n g .  
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You t i e  t h e  s t r i n g  a t  t h e  top  over a  penc i l  o r  whatever,  and you j u s t  
suspend i t  i n  t h i s  s o l u t i o n .  I have one he re ,  I ' l l  show i t  t o  you. 
And then I was a l s o  a b l e  t o  ge t  a  hoop s k i r t ,  and of course  t h e r e ' s  
always t h e  ques t ion  of what happens t o  t h e  f r o n t  end when t h e  lady  
s a t  down. Does i t  t i p  up o r  does i t  n o t .  The t r u t h  of t h e  mat te r ,  
it does n o t ,  bu t  i t  has  t h e  drawst r ing  wa i s t  t o  i t ,  and t h e  l a d i e s  
a c t u a l l y  would put  i t  on and t r y  i t  out  and they would f l i t  around 
t h e  room and have t h a t  hoop sway from s i d e  t o  s i d e .  

Q. Get t h e  f e e l  of i t ,  r a t h e r  l i k e  young g i r l s  now, wi th  h igh  h e e l s .  

A. Yes, so i t  was a c t u a l l y  a  touch and feel p a r t  of t h e  program, so  
t h a t  they were personal ly  involved r a t h e r  than i t  a l l  j u s t  being,  
"I am t h e  c e n t e r  of a t t r a c t i o n ,  p u t t i n g  on a program, you watch." 
That was the  f a r t h e s t  t h i n g  from our  mind, i t  had t o  be  p a r t i c i p a -  
t ion .  

Q. Now t h a t  you've r e t i r e d ,  what a r e  your s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ?  You've 
had s o  many? 

A. Well, I s t i l l  p lan  t o  cont inue  a t  Sangamon S t a t e ,  I d id  t r y  t o  
r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  r e t i r emen t  course i n  t h e  Gerontology program, how- 
ever  i t  was cance l led  on me, but I ' m  going t o  t r y  aga in .  

Q.  Yes, I t h i n k  i t ' s  o f f e r e d  aga in .  

A.  Yes, i t  is  t h i s  January s e s s i o n ,  I mean r e g i s t r a t i o n .  I ' l l  be 
going out  t o  s e e  about t h a t ,  and yea r s  ago, I don ' t  even know what 
year  I s t a r t e d ,  I joined t h e  Homemakers and now t h a t  covers  many 
a s p e c t s ,  i t ' s  under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s .  
So you never had j u s t  a  s o c i a l  meeting, t h e r e ' s  a l s o  a  l e s son  of 
some s o r t ,  and I understand i f  you kept  t r a c k  of t h e  number of hours ,  
t h a t  you could even earn  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t s  f o r  going i n t o  t h i s ,  but  i t  
would t ake  a  very long time because you only have about an hour l e s son  
each meeting and t h e  meetings a r e  only he ld  once a  month. 

Q. Oh, t h a t  i s  lengthy ,  t h a t  way, i t  would t ake  s o  long t o  b u i l d  i t  
UP 

A .  It would. But, a c t u a l l y ,  i f  you wanted t o  keep it ,  you could 
claim your c r e d i t s  f o r  i t  over  a number of yea r s .  Well, then,  when 
I worked, they always meet i n  t h e  daytime, and I wasn't  a b l e  t o  go, 
except t h e  s p e c i a l  programs, and then  I would have t o  t ake  my annual 
l eave  t o  be a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  so  it d i d n ' t  happen too  o f t e n .  But, 1 
continued t o  pay my dues, so  j u s t  t h e  minute I was f r e e ,  I was r i g h t  
back i n t o  t h a t  again.  And t h i s  next  month, now I w i l l  be g iv ing  a  
l e s son  i n  Energy, and when you hear  t h a t ,  your first  r e a c t i o n  is  
"Why bea t  a  dead horse?" we've had so  much on energy but  t h i s  r e a l l y  
is an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  a spec t  of i t .  You read a l l  t h e s e  ads  i f  you 
put  i n s u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  w a l l ,  y o u ' l l  save f i f t y  percent  of your hea t ing  
c o s t .  And i f  you put on storm windows, y o u ' l l  save f i f t y  percent  of 
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your hea t ing  c o s t ,  and you can save  s o  many percentages on your 
hea t ing  c o s t  t h a t  t h e  gas company would end up paying you. I f  a l l  
of t h e s e  were t r u e ,  and t o  determine i f  i t  is o r  is not  worthwhile 
t o  go t o  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  amount i n  t h i s  lesson ,  w e  w i l l  t each  t h e  
l a d i e s  how t o  determine t h i s .  Again, it was a man from t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  of I l l i n o i s  t h a t  gave t h i s  group t h e  lesson .  Now, a l l  of t h e s e  
l a d i e s  will go out  t o  t h e  ind iv idua l  u n i t s  and g ive  t h i s  l e s son  t o  
them, t h a t ' s  how t h i s  is  operated.  And, he d id  g ive  us  t h e  formula 
f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  u n i t s ,  they c a l l  i t .  Now, one inch ,  say,  of wood, would 
have 1.25 u n i t s  of r e s i s t a n c e .  I n s u l a t i o n  would have 3.25 u n i t s  of 
r e s i s t a n c e  per  inch ,  so by us ing  t h e s e ,  you can t e l l  how much r e s i s t -  
ance you have t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  weather coming i n t o  your home. NOW, 
s ee ,  i f  you'd have t h r e e  inches of i n s u l a t i o n  then you would have 
about t e n  u n i t s  of r e s i s t a n c e .  Then, we a l s o  have another  formula 
t h e r e  where t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s  is  divided i n t o  t h r e e  zones, and 
of course  i t ' s  warmer i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  than i t  is  
i n  t h e  Chicago a r e a .  Now t h e r e  aga in ,  you ' re  g e t t i n g  back t o  your 
degree days aga in ,  t h a t  you s e e  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  and i t ' s ,  the  formula 's  
coming from t h a t  record  of degree days. Then by f ind ing  t h e  amount 
of i n s u l a t i o n  t h a t  you have, and looking on t h i s  c h a r t  t h a t  has  t h e  
zones on i t ,  you can determine whether you a r e ,  le t ' s  say, us ing  
four  hundred and n ine ty  s ix  therms f o r  no i n s u l a t i o n ,  then i t  goes 
down i f  you have two inches  of i n s u l a t i o n ,  you would use, say ,  two 
hundred and f o r t y  therms. I f  i t  goes,  i f  you have s i x  inches  of 
i n s u l a t i o n ,  you would only be  us ing  s i x t y  therms. Now t h e  therms 
a r e  the th ings  t h a t  a r e  a c t u a l l y  on your gas b i l l .  Tha t ' s  how much 
you ' re  using.  Then, when you know t h e  amount of c o s t  per  therm, you 
can determine i f  you ' re  using,  s ay ,  two hundred now and t h e  i n s u l a t i o n  
w i l l  t ake  you down t o  s i x t y ,  you would d iv ide ,  1 mean s u b t r a c t  t h a t  
s i x t y  from t h e  two hundred, mu l t ip ly  t h a t  by your c o s t  per  therm, 
then  t h a t  would g ive  you what you would a c t u a l l y  save i n  d o l l a r s  and 
cen t s .  

Q. Oh, E lo i se ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  most women would understand a word of 
i t ,  thank God, you do. 

A .  So, s e e ,  i t ' s  determiniqg,  conver t ing  i t  t o  d o l l a r s ,  then  you 
can compare t h a t  t o  the!$500 o r  the $3000 t h a t  itts 
going t o  c o s t  you t o  put up t h i s  extra r e s f s t a n c e  and whatnot, so  
t h a t  i f  you ' re  sav ing  two d o l l a r s  a month on your gas b i l l ,  and i t ' s  
going t o  c o s t  yoy $3000 t o  put  new s i d i n g  an your house, it's 
no t  worth i t ,  s o  t h e  whole o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  l e s son  now is t o  h e l p  
people make a wise dec is ion .  

Q. How t e r r i f i c ,  and t h a t  you understand i t  so  wel l .  

A .  Well, now, t h e r e  aga in ,  we w i l l  have t h e  s l i d e s  and we w i l l  have 
a l l  t h e  papers  and then  go through it  s t e p  by s t e p  j u s t  a s  t h i s  man 
d id  wi th  us.  So t h a t ' s  one th ing  t h a t  I ' m  involved i n .  

Q .  Well, t h a t ' l l  keep you busy f o r  awhile ,  




















