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The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical
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Eloise Meiners, December 17, 1980, Springfield, Illinois.

Mary Lou McCarthy, Interviewer.

Q. Good afternoon, Eloise.

A. Good afternoon.

Q. Would you tell us how long you worked at Mr. Lincoln's home?
A. Almost six years.

Q. Over these years did you see considerable change?

A. Yes, and no really, because the Lincoln home has been a public
building for so many years that the basic technique has been constant
through many, many years because it became a public building in 1887.
So when I started the basic premise and method of interpretation was
pretty much established.

Q. I see. With this interview, we're looking for the special women's
view of the park. Could you give us your expert ideas?

A. I don't know just which aspect you would be most interested in
there. Of course it hadn't been a part of the National Park Service
very long when I started, so there was a good deal of change, not in
the home itself, of course, that is historic, it's correct and the main
objective of the whole operation is to keep it that way. However, the
neighborhood changed radically in that period of time. The Lincoln
home and the Rosenwald house across the street in the middle of the
block were the only two pieces of property that were owned by the park
service at that time. So, all the buildings on Seventh Street in the
400 block and the 500 block were still there. Now, those are all gone
and that's been converted to the bus parking lot, the visitor's center
and the visitor parking lot and the park office, where the headquarters
are. On Ninth Street, now, they were pretty well cleaned out. Now
this consists of four full square blocks and the Legacy Gardens in the
back were just beginning to be developed. The ground was being levelled
and behind the home was in the 400 block, now the Legacy Gardens are

in the 500 block.

Behind the home was the main parking lot that had been developed by

the city of Springfield, and the visitor's center or information booth
was behind the home. The visitors had to come from the alley, really,
through the walkway at the house to the north to get to the Lincoln
Home from the parking lot. This was an aspect that T was very glad to
see change. You really don't like to have your visitors coming in from




Eloise Meiners 2

the back way. Now, that the visitor's center is on Seventh Street, of
course, they do approach the house from the front.

Q. It would be far more attractive that way. Yes, the vista where
you come in is so pleasant. I would think it wouldn't have been so
terrific walking in the alley.

A. 'No, and then across the street, of course, there was a souvenir
shop. That had been a grocery store in the past. That was built some-
time in the late 1920's or early 1930's. And, the area had been con-
verted to a mall quite a number of years-ago, and then that building
had been changed to the souvenir shop from the grocery: store. The
children, in particular, were dashing back and forth across the street
over to the souvenir shop, and Eighth Street was one of our main north-
south streets at that time, and there were some close calls with those
youngsters. So that's why it was closed off and made the mall effect
just off of Eighth Street to put the safety of that particular group.
Then, the second block to the north of Lincoln's home also was a
souvenir shop. Those now were of more value, a bust of Lincoln, per-
haps, could be purchased there for $75.00 where the souvenir shop
across the street was the whistles and even bubble gum and ‘the make-
believe stovepipe hats that you could get for a dollar and a quarter,
that sort of thing. Next to the souvenir shop that was across the
street was a, what they call the Abraham Lincoln museum, and they

did have some items that belonged to Lincoln. Some items of a type
that he had used. He did do some surveying in the very early years

in Illinois, surveying instruments of a type that he had used were
over there, and then also some souvenirs from the Civil War period-—
one in particular, I could never believe, but it was a railroad rail
that had been wrapped around a tree, some way or another. How they
managed to do that, I do not know, but it was in a complete loop. And
it seemed that the South was going back and replacing tracks very
quickly when the effort had been made to disrupt their transportation,
and this was done so that the material could not. be used again imme-
diately to replace that, so that now is all gomne. That is in the
past, and farthest to the north was the reproduction of the Edwards
home, that also had a souvenir shop, and a set of diaramas that brought
the visitor up in the Lincoln history from.the log cabin in Kentucky
where he was born. There was a little schoolhouse up on a hill that
was the type that he would have attended as a child in Kentucky on up
to the present. The period of the Lincoln history that was being
covered by the home itself.

Q. What's happened to the diaramas? Does:anyone know?

A. The diarama, I understand, has been given to Illinois State Univer-
sity at Bloomington, Normal, up in that area.

Q. It would be nice for the visitor's center though to have it,
wouldn't it?
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A. Yes, but it seemed that the Park Service wasn't interested in
acquiring it. It was offered to them, but why it wasn't accepted,

I don't know. So that building now is called the Educational Center,
and that is the site of various special programs for second graders,
fifth graders, senior citizens, things of that sort.

Q. Delightful. I was so pleased during our phone interview to hear
you say that you had taken the Oral History course at Sangamon State.
What was the reason for this?

A. Well, we have many, many visitors who have stories about the
Lincolns that were passed down from generation to generation within
their own families. Some of them were very, very important, and the
year 1849 Lincoln finished up his session in the House of Representa-
tives in Washington in April. The tenants' that had rented the house
during his absence were in the house until November, and there's never
been knowledge about where they were in that period of time. Now,

Mary was in Washington, Mary, and the boys in the.first part of that
session, and then she left and went to Lexington, Kentucky and stayed
with her family, her father and step-mother and the step-brothers and
sisters. They had one room in Washington, and you can imagine a little
boy-—-let's see that was, Robert would have been about four. Eddie was
just an infant yvet, and two children of that age in one room in a
boarding house would be extremely nerve-wracking in my estimation.

So she left then, and went to Lexington, so they may have stayed in
Lexington for a while. However, there was a man who came in who wanted
to know if I knew where the Thayer farm was. And it is out in the
Bradforton area, or was. I did know that, and he proceeded to tell

me that the Lincolns lived in a great grandmother and grandfather's
house. Their name was Thayer, and they had just married, and they
moved into the home of the parents of one of them, and allowed the
Lincolns to use their home. Now, this gentleman did not know what

date this was. Now, the Lincolns may have also found other living
quarters during the time of remodeling at the home, which was not

until 1856. But, he had no idea what period this was, but this is a
bit of information that nobody was aware of so far as I could determine.

Q. Until that point.

A. And even yet, they feel that we need more proof than that gentle-
man's statement about it. He was from Ohio, not from this area where
we could again get in touch with him. But I didn't find out where he
lived, and afterwards, I realized what an important bit of information
that would have been to us if I had been aware of the technique. So,
that was when T decided when I saw the Oral History was being offered,
that I should take it so that something like this would not happen
again. I would get all of the information, so if we needed further
contact with him, we'd be able to do so.

Q. Oh, that was so wise. That's terrific.
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A. So, it was really an error in a way, not known as an error at
that time, but it proved to be an error later on.

Q. Yes, but now to have the skill is a joy, I'm sure for you with
many facets of life, but certainly there. Did you have Dr. Cullom
Davis in this course? When you took Oral History?

A. Yes, however, he was quite busy at the time, and a graduate student
worked with me more than Cullom Davis did. This was a fellow named
Waggoner.

Q. Mr. Waggoner, oh well that's terrific. Then I'm sure he was an
asset on all the little facets of getting the typing done .and all the
special things, the transcribing and everything else.

A. Yes, that was quite a chore.

Q. Exhausting, I'm in the middle of it. What other courses have you
taken at 5.5.U.7

A. Well, really, as far as courses for this particular job, that
started previous to the time I went to work at Lincoln's Home. Because
I had been away from the working world for so many years during the
time I was raising the children that I felt that I didn't have refer-
ences of value, And then, too, T had been in accounting before the
children were born, and I did not want to go back to being tied down

to a desk, so I had to decide which direction I wanted to go, and of
course tourism in this area is such an important industry, really,

that I thought that I'd rather be involved in that, and I went to
Lincoln Land for two years and got my Associates degree there, and
concentrated on all types of courses that would be of particular value
in this particular type of work. The history courses, of course, but
also I wanted the psychology of business and industry because of the
need to know the correct way to deal with people, large groups of
people really. The prerequisites of that was the sociology and psy-
chology and social psychology and then I was able to take the psychol-
ogy of business and industry. 8o, of course it was also communications,
public speaking, along with the history courses. I also had the geology,
which was general in nature, but they also applied to this particular
area. Geography was the same way, and anthropology, so along with the
Springfield history, Sangamon County history, the Illinois history,

the Indian history, and the anthropology, I got the Indian pre-history,
s0 it was not just specifically Lincoln's home that I was working
toward, it was the tourism business as a whole.

Q. In the entire state. Yes.

A. Yes, so then after I got the degree from Lincoln Land is when. I
started with the Park Service at Lincoln's Home. Then Sangamon State
offered so many courses that were of value here, the Lincoln Inter-
session was a very highly concentrated course that took place all
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within one week. The sessions lasted from eight to five in the daytime,
and then we were back at six-thirty and worked until ten at night, and
this was five days in a row. Then, plus a ten page paper.on it, if I
remember correctly, it was an easy way to get ome hour of credit in

a weekls time, after you recovered you felt that it was worth it. And
then, the Age of Lincoln.was another one that was of great value.
Presidential elections, now did cover the elections from Washington
time on, but naturally Lincoln's too, which was a good bit of back-
ground information. The period we were working with in the Lincoln
Home concentrated pretty much on the time they lived there from 1844
to 1861. And, this, of course was in this period. They also offered
the course in the development and presentation of interpretive programs
for historic sites, and then another one was Early American Housing
and Daily Life, and again, the period was covered that we were working
with in the home. . So that you became aware of the types of things
that were available for them through the markets, the tramsportation
that allowed them to be . in contact with the rest of the world through
the Illinois River, Mississippi River and New. Orleans, the Gulf of
Mexico. So, items from other countries were very much available as
far as jmports were concerned in this area right here. We were
challenged one time on.the lemon that was in the bowl in the dining
room. '"They didn't have lemons at that time." And, indeed they did
have lemons at that time.

Q. Because of the river transportation?

A. That's right. It was available. in here, and in fact, one of Mr.
Lincoln's favorite foods was lemon pie. S0 we did have the proof that
they were available, but a lot where you didn't actually have the
proof or wouldn't have the time or the inclination to research all

of that, was offered to you in this course of the daily living.

Q. Well, it's like you planned the curriculum when you were ready to
go back to college, everything was right there at exactly the right
sequence that you wanted it. Isn't that fantastic?

A. Well, now in Lincoln .Land, I was taking courses specifically of
value in this kind of work. That was where I was heading because.as
I gaid, T didn't feel T bad. the references,and I was going to have to
use all of this to show a prospective employer that I was capable of
handling something like this.

Q. Oh, indeed, yes. So few. people start out planning so well and

~ preparing themselves for a.job so well, that's terrific. Since rgeron-
tology is my field of study for my Master's degree, and vou expressed
a great interest, too, will you tell us what courses you still plan

to take, if any?

A. I am within twenty hours of getting my Bachelor's degree and I
have all of the history hours required already.: So now, I do need to
go In to some of the other courses that would also be of value. Now,
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we found that, for instance, we do have a need for photography there,
we didn't have anyone that was skilled in that or had the cameras that
could take the type of pictures that we wanted, so I took two courses
of that in Sangamon State, and learned the techniques, and also was
able to get the lens. What I specifically wanted to learn was how to
take pictures of pictures, so that we would have the slides of the
farewell address and so forth, and the gerontology was pretty much

in that same area. It wasn't of major interest, but when I took the
"Perspectives of Aging," it was more to understand the needs of the
older visitors. And such was the need when they would come in to the
home on a very bright, sunny day, to be able to stand there for just

a moment, because the muscles in the eyes do not contract and expand
the pupils as quickly as it does in a younger person. They actually
need that time, for that. Also, the boardwalks, things of that sort
that would be much more difficult for them to handle than a younger
person. And, to try to talk in a lower tone because when the hearing
loss occurs, it occurs in the higher levels first and the older people
can understand the men much better than they can the women, so if the
women are with older people, they should try to remember to keep their
voices at that lower tone. It was all of these.sort of things that T
was interested in, and it was this sort of thing that I was pointing.
out when I wrote the article for the "In Touch," the National Park
Service Organ that I was telling you about. They were interested in
it because of the increase in the number of people in that age bracket.

Q. Oh, yes, the Senjor Citizen tours, the bus tours?

A. And the projected increase in that age bracket. too, in our overall
figures of population.

Q. Oh yves, because it's changing drastically in favor of the elderly.

A. They figure in time and I've forgotten the exact date, I think it
was about 1900% that about twenty-five percent of the population would
be in the retirement age, and that then, of course is where they are
able to do the travelling. And then, too, with limited incomes, the
parks could be used much more than you might expect because of the
fact that they don't have the terrible expense, as they would in the
trips to Europe or the theatre trips or so forth.

Q. Yes, far less expensive.

A. So that there very well could be a;mﬁéh:higher number of .
visitors in that age bracket than we had experienced in the past.

Q. I wonder if you're the only one in the area that has prepared
like this, so carefully for the different classes?

A. DNot that I know of.

Q. There are others, too?

*The narrator probably meant 1990 or some future date.
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A. The majority of them in the Park Service seem to be in entirely
different areas. There are some that as far as I know very few, off-
hand, I can only think of about three that were history majors. We've
had any type and every type, I think of degree, or people working
toward a degree in other areas, even nutrition, and landscaping and
architecture and of course, forestry in the National Park Service

that we have those coming in, biclogists of .course, and environmen-
talists, but they are people who are wanting to move up in the Park
Service. They have to start someplace, they were able to manage here
where there was an opening and this was more or less their first step
within the Park Service rather than being an aspect of the Park Service
that they wanted to make their careers out of.

Q. 1 see, it was a stepping stone?
A. Yes.
Q. What is the Tea at Two program at the Park?

A. Well, this we found quite delightful. It was fun. And this is
for the over fifty group and tea was a rather important social event
among the ladies in the Mary Lincoln time. A good deal of it was
just talking and visiting, so that is an aspect that we want to
emphasize here. Now, we do present a slide program, but it's more

to acquaint the people with the family members, and background. What
we especially like is for them to tell us stories that have been
handed down in their families from previous generations, as to life-
styles and special events and whatnot, from the Lincoln period. And,
oh, those stories are so interesting, and it's rather amazing the
number of people whose ancestors have been involved in some aspect

of the Lincoln history and have these little stories. One, for
instance, played with a child who lived right behind the Lincoln's
home and they were playing house and Mrs. Lincoln saw them. So she
fixed up some lemonade and cookies and brought them over so they
could have that as part of their playing house. So,things .of that
sort, we're especially interested in, and then we use the silver tea
service and all as Mary Lincoln would have done. And I found a recipe
for a cake, an almond cake that Mary served in.the house, and also

in the White House, so we make those cakes up each time we're going
to have a program and those are a part of the tea and the refreshments.

Q. Oh, that's a delightful idea. Did you begin it?

A. Pretty much. I was in it from the beginning. As far as the slide
program is concerned, that was more in somebody else's realm, in fact
the fellow's gone now completely. He moved on up to the Indiana dunes
in Indiana up by Lake Michigan, and an entirely different aspect of
the park, now. But the rest of it, yves. I did and used my own silver
service.

0. I was just going to say that. My next question was I understand
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you've brought some of your own lovely silver service from home to
make everything extra pretty.

A. Yes, they didn't have it right at the time, and there was really
no need for them to invest in such a thing until we would see if it
was really needed or not.

Q. I think it adds so much, I mean the tea in paper cups just doesn't
do it or poured from a coffee urn.

A. No, it did make a pretty table and we had the white linen tablecloth
too, as Mrs. Lincoln would have used, and then it too would also be

an ice breaker. Also the interest people might have in it because

it would be so different from today, we had copies of some of the

items from that time. "Gee-haw whinnydiddle,"” have you ever heard

of a "gee-haw whinnydiddle?"

Q. No, I have no idea.

A. They were quite common at that time, and of course, the men had
the pocket knives and would do their carving, and it was simply two
little sticks. One would be possibly twelve inches long, no more “than
three—-quarters of an inch wide, and one~quarter of an inch in thick-
ness, and about halfway to both sides for about six inches, there
were small cuts in it that were like a saw cut, little, a whole series
of little points. Then the. other piece of wood was only about six
inches long, and for an area of -about two inches, still the same
dimensions as for width and thickness was concerned, there would be
a rounded off part for about two inches. On the end of the twelve
inch stick was a little propellor, put on with a small nail. But
the hole was drilled in the propellor so that it would move very
easily. Then by rubbing the small stick, the curved part of the
small stick over the sawtooth.type of cuts, the propellor will turn,
and if you tip it to the far side from you, the way you're holding
it, the propellor would turn to the left. 'If you tipped this thing
and rubbed it from the near side, the propellor will turn to the
right. Of course, when the men in the past were working with mules
out in the fields, if they wanted them to turn right, they would say,
"Gee," if they wanted them to turn left, they would say, "Haw." So
with the children, it's more or less a toy for the children, so you
tell them if they wanted to be able to go right or left, they have
to say "Gee" or "Haw", and as they used this word, you change this
little thing so the propellor'd go whichever direction they give the
orders for. The children have a great time, we use it in the second
grade program, too, and then we made rock candy which is quite fascin-
ating. It's quite simply an experiment in crystallization, actually
if you mix the sugar and the water and pour it into a jar, you tie

a string to a nail so it will act as a weight. But it seems it's
also necessary for this crystallization to take place because if you
don't have it in there, you have something else for a weight, it
doesn't seem that the sugar crystals will build up on the string.
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You tie the string at the top over a pencil or whatever, and you just
suspend it In this solution. I have one here, I'll show it to you.
And then I was also able ‘to get a hoop skirt, and of course there's
always the question of what happens to the front end when the lady
sat down. Does it tip up or does it not. The truth of the matter,
it does not, but it has the drawstring waist to it, and the ladies
actually would put it on and try it out and they would flit around
the room and have that hoop sway from side to side.

Q. Get the feel of it, rather like young girls now, with high heels.

A. Yes, so it was actually a touch and feel part of the program, so
that they were personally involved rather than it all just being,

"I am the center of attraction, putting on a program, you watch."
That was the farthest thing from our mind, it had to be participa-
tion.

Q. Now that you've retired, what are your special interests? You've
had so many?

A, Well, I still plan to continue at Sangamon State, I did try to
register for the retirement course in the Gerontology program, how-
ever it was cancelled on me, but I'm going to try again.

Q. Yes, I think it's offered again.

A, Yes, it is this January session, I mean registration. I'll be
going out to see about that, and years ago, I don't even know what
year 1 started, I joined the Homemakers and now that covers many
aspects, it's under the jurisdiction of the University of Illinois.

So you never had just a social meeting, there's also a lesson of

some sort, and I understand if you kept track of the number of hours,
that you could even earn college credits for going into this, but it
would take a very long time because you only have about an hour lesson
each meeting and the meetings are only held once a month.

Q. Oh, that is lengthy, that way, it would take so long to build it
upl

A. It would. But, actually, if you wanted to keep it, you could
claim your credits for it over a number of years. Well, then, when

I worked, they always meet in the daytime, and I wasn't able to go,
except the special programs, and then I would have to take my annual
leave to be able to attend, so it didn't happen too oftemn. But, I
continued to pay my dues, so just the minute I was free, I was right
back into that again. And this next month, now I will be giving a
lesson in Energy, and when you hear that, your first reaction is

"Why beat a dead horse?" We've had so much on energy but this really
is an entirely different aspect of it. You read all these ads if you
put insulation in the wall, you'll save fifty percent of your heating
cost. And if you put on storm windows, you'll save fifty percent of
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your heating cost, and you can save so many percentages on your
heating cost that the gas company would end up paying you. If all

of these were true, and to determine if it is or is not worthwhile

to go to that additional amount in this lesson, we will teach the
ladies how to determine this. Again, it was a man from the Univer-
sity of Illinois that gave this group the lesson. Now, all of these
ladies will go out to the individual units and give this lesson to
them, that's how this is operated. And, he did give us the formula
for resistance units, they call it. Now, one inch, say, of wood, would
have 1.25 units of resistance. Insulation would have 3.25 units of
resistance per inch, so by using these, you can tell how much resist-
ance you have to the outside weather coming into your home. Now,
see, if you'd have three inches of insulation then you would have
about ten units of resistance. Then, we also have another formula
there where the state of Illinois is divided into three zones, and

of course it's warmer in the southern part of the state than it is

in the Chicago area. Now there again, you're getting back to your
degree days again, that you see on television, and it's, the formula's
coming from that record of degree days. Then by finding the amount
of insulation that you have, and looking on this chart that has the
zones on it, you can determine whether you are, let's say, using

four hundred and ninety six therms for no insulation, then it goes
down if you have two inches of insulation, you would use, say, two
hundred and forty therms. If it goes, if you have six inches of
insulation, vou would only be using sixty therms. Now the therms

are the things that are actually on your gas bill, That's how much
you're using. Then, when you know the amount of cost per therm, you
can determine if you're using, say, two hundred now and the insulation
will take you down to sixty, you would divide, I mean subtract that
sixty from the two hundred, multiply that by your cost per therm,
then that would give you what you would actually save in dollars and
cents.

Q. Oh, Eloise, I don't think most women would understand a word of
it, thank God, you do.

A. 8o, see, it's determining, converting it to dollars, then you
can compare that to the($500 or.the $3000 that it's o

going to cost you to put up this extra resistance and whatnot, so
that if you're saving two dollars a month on your gas bill, and it's
going to cost you $3000 to put new siding on your house, it's

not worth it, so the whole objective of the lesson now is to help
people make a wise decisiom.

Q. How terrific, and that you understand it so well.
A. Well, now, there again, we will have the slides and we will have
all the papers and then go through it step by step just as this man

did with us. So that's one thing that I'm involved in.

Q. Well, that'll keep you busy for awhile,.































