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Preface  

This  manuscript is  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted 
by Richard S. Welchans f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  on Apr i l  22,  1975. 
Marjor ie  Welchans t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t ape  and Richard Welchans e d i t e d  
the  t r a n s c r i p t .  Mark McKiernan reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

F. Mark McKiernan was born i n  Fo r t  Madison, Iowa, on May 26, 1940. 
He spent  most of h i s  youth i n  t h e  Nauvoo a rea .  He has  earned a 
doc to ra t e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  has  taught  co l l ege ,  and publ ished a r t i c l e s  on 
Mormon h i s t o r y .  He i s  present  Executive Direc tor  of t h e  Res tora t ion  
T r a i l  Foundation. 

In t h e  pas t  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  yea r s ,  M r .  McKiernan has  been involved i n  
some capac i ty  o r  another  w i th  t h e  Joseph Smith H i s t o r i c  Center.  He 
has cons iderable  input  i n t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  a l l  RLDS [Reorganized Church 
of J e sus  Chr i s t  of Latter-Day S a i n t s ]  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  w i l l  t a l k  and 
can speak a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  on t h e  sub jec t .  He  has  a l s o  had cons iderable  
contac t  wi th  t h e  LDS [Latter-Day S a i n t s ]  church h i s t o r i a n s  and Nauvoo 
Res tora t ions  Incorporated and can speak on RLDS r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  
those groups and t h e  Nauvoo community i n  genera l .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  
is inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  
not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Mark McKiernan, A p r i l  22, 1975, Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s .  

Richard S. Welchans, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Mark, when were you born? 

A. Okay, I w a s  born i n  For t  Madison, Iowa i n  1940, on May 26, and I 
s tayed  i n  t h i s  area of t h e  country u n t i l  1958, when I went t o  co l l ege .  

Q. Where d i d  you go t o  co l l ege?  

A. I went t o  co l l ege  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two yea r s  a t  Graceland College i n  
Lamoni, Iowa, and then  I was going t o  go t o  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa, and 
then  I m s s e d  up a knee, and t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa had h i l l s  on it so  
I couldn ' t  go t h e r e ,  s o  I went back t o  Graceland College. Then I went 
t o  Drake. My knee was s t i l l  g iv ing  m e  t r o u b l e  and Drake was on t h e  f l a t .  
I don' t  know what change t h a t  has  made i n  my educat ion o r  anything e l s e ,  
bu t  I graduated from Drake i n  1962 and got  a scho la r sh ip  t o  t h e  Univers i ty  
of Kansas, and spen t  s i x  yea r s  a t  the Univers i ty  of Kansas and graduated 
i n  1968 wi th  a Ph.D. i n  h i s t o r y .  

Q. A s  an  undergraduate,  were you i n  h i s t o r y ,  too?  

A. No, I wasn't .  I s t a r t e d  out  i n  psychology u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  yea r ,  and 
then  I found out  t h a t  psychology, i n s t e a d  of be ing  n i c e  and wonderful,  
w a s  a l l  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  c rap  I cou ldn ' t  understand. I l i k e d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
p ro fe s so r s  who were psychology people.  They were fun t o  be around, bu t  
t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  they  were g iv ing  me was bo r ing  and I d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  I 
went t o  h i s t o r y  wi th  a b a s i c  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know what I w a s  going 
t o  do wi th  it because you couldn ' t  make a l i v i n g  a t  i t ,  and then  I decided 
I w a s  going t o  teach.  I thought I ' d  want t o  teach  t h e  rest of my l i f e  and 
went and got a Ph.D. i n  1968 and went t o  Idaho S t a t e  Univers i ty  a t  P o c a t e l l a  
and taught  t h e r e  f o r  four  yea r s ,  and decided t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want t o  
do t h a t .  So then  I came back i n t o  r e sea rch  a t  Nauvoo i n  1972, and have been 
teaching  some. I enjoy teaching ,  b u t  I th ink  t h e  s tuden t s  changed, o r  my 
a t t i t u d e s  on it changed, o r  something, s o  it's kind of n i c e  t o  have one 
course every o t h e r  year  t h a t  you can go i n  and s i t  on, bu t  o the r  than  t h a t ,  
i t 's  no g r e a t  shakes anymore. That ' s  a b a s i c  change; I thought I ' d  teach  
t h e  rest of my l i f e ,  bu t  I don' t  want t o  anymore. 

Q. Did you s t a r t  i n  h i s t o r y  whi le  you were s t i l l  i n  Graceland? 

A. Well, yes, I was i n  h i s t o r y  by the time I graduated from Graceland wi th  
an A.A. degree,  which they  don' t  g ive  anymore, and then  I had t o  t ake  a 
year  of s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  my t h i r d  yea r  t h e r e ,  because they d i d n ' t  have a 
h i s t o r y  degree. 1 graduated i n  h i s t o r y  from Drake, and they have a 
full-blown program. 
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Q. Did your background a t  Graceland give you a d i f f e r e n t  outlook t o  
h i s to ry  than most h i s t o r i a n s ,  because you weren't i n  s t r a i g h t  h i s t o r y ,  
were you? 

A.  I don't  r e a l l y  think so. I th ink the  only th ing t h a t  Graceland 
did  t o  give me any outlook as compared t o  maybe the  University of Iowa 
or  Drake from the  beginning is  t h a t  I probably got through. I was l e s s  
than a mediocre high school s tudent  because I was bored and I went t o  
Graceland with the  f e a r  t h a t  I was going t o  f lunk out and it w a s  a small 
funny l i t t l e  school t h a t  gave me some individual  t r a in ing .  By the  
time I was a sophomore I knew what I wanted t o  do, and when I went back 
a s  a junior ,  one of the  professors,  Bob Flanders, who was a t  Graceland 
a t  t h a t  time, he taught a course a t  n ight  without any pay f o r  some of us 
t o  give us some add i t iona l  background on s t u f f .  By the  time I got out  
of Graceland, I had a p r e t t y  good understanding of the  academic process. 
When I went i n t o  Drake, 1 could compete very w e l l  with the  univers i ty  
people there .  Had I gone s t r a i g h t  out of high school, and been thrown 
i n t o  a massive un ivers i ty  s i t u a t i o n  with a graduation student: who could 
have cared less, and t h e  kinds of pressures on the  areas  t h a t  I was not 
very good i n  a t  t h a t  t i m e :  the  a b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e ,  and the  a b i l i t y  t o  
take mult iple choice tests, and some of these  kind of th ings ,  I might 
have had some d i f f i c u l t y .  I took a test a t  t h e  University of Iowa, an 
examination, and got i n  t h e  lower t en  pe rcen t i l e ,  which I narrowly got.  
But . . . 
Q. That was i n  wri t ing?  

A. No, t h a t  was o v e r a l l  a b i l i t y ,  overa l l  col lege  a b i l i t y .  

Q. Not j u s t  h i s to ry ,  then. 

A. No, t h a t  was everything. Out of a hundred, the re  were supposed t o  
be ninety who were b e t t e r  than I was. 

Q. Did your i n t e r e s t  i n  Mormon h i s t o r y  s t a r t  a t  Graceland? 

A. No, my i n t e r e s t  i n  Mormon h i s t o r y  s t a r t e d  when I was about fourteen. 
I came over here t o  Nauvoo and s t a r t e d  reading t h e  Times and Seasons 
newspapers, and I was in te res ted  i n  it because we had our reunions over 
here. They had t h e  o ld  buildings with a l l  t h e  s t u f f  i n  them, and Mormon 
h i s t o r y  is  and has always been very fasc ina t ing  t o  me.  The problem is  
you can ' t  make a l i v i n g  a t  it. Anybody t h a t  g e t s  i n t o  Mormon h i s to ry  
a l s o  has t o  have something else t h a t  you can make a l i v i n g  a t .  But it 
was an i n t e r e s t i n g  kind of experience. I had always been associated 
with Nauvoo. I s t a r t e d  working here  i n  1958, which was before I went 
t o  Graceland. 

Q. Was your concentration then j u s t  American h i s to ry  or  general  h i s to ry?  

A. Well, I s a i d  I wanted t o  be a h i s t o r y  major, and they sa id  European 
o r  American, and I didn ' t  know because I didn ' t  know t h a t  you w e r e  
supposed t o  make up your mind let alone divide  i t  i n t o  a l l  kinds of 
funny l i t t l e  narrow f i e l d s .  My Master's degree, I was running away 
from Mormon h i s t o r y ,  and I did a Master's degree a t  Kansas under Stit 
Robinson on involuntary indentured servi tude  i n  Virginia and Maryland 
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dur ing  t h e  Colonia l  per iod .  Then, a c t u a l l y  I saw myself a t  t h a t  t ime 
as a reformed movement h i s t o r i a n  and when I wrote under C l i f f o r d  G r i f f i n  
a t  Kanaas, he  gave m e  a whole ba t ch  of t i t les  and s a i d ,  "What about these?"  
and "What t h ings  do you have i n  mind?" and so  f o r t h .  I gave him some 
t i t les  of my own, and one of t h e  th ings  I wanted t o  w r i t e  on was a guy 
by t h e  name of Sidney Rigdon. 1 thought Rigdon was l e g i t i m a t e  i n  t h a t  
Rigdon was Mormon, but he spanned enough o t h e r  things-he w a s  a B a p t i s t ,  
he w a s  a Campbelli te,  he w a s  a Seeker. So t h a t  way I could w r i t e  on 
Mormon h i s t o r y  v i a  t he  back door. G r i f f i n  l i k e d  Rigdon. We got  i n t o  
Rigdon. O f  course it ceased t o  be a back door. It is a b i g  swinging 
ga te .  But when I was f i r s t  i n t o  i t ,  Mormon h i s t o r y  wasn ' t  l e g i t i m a t e ,  
You had a l l  k inds  of apo log i s t s .  It was l i k e  w r i t i n g  a  t r a c t  i n s t ead  
of w r i t i n g  a book. The Rigdon book was one of t h e  early ones, now i t ' s  
no t  t h e  f i r s t ,  b u t  one of t h e  e a r l y  ones t o  make t h e  s tudy of Mormon 
h i s t o r y  o r  a t  l e a s t  Mormon schizmat ics  a  l e g i t i m a t e  t op ic .  

Q. Your t h e s i s ,  then ,  is o l d e r  than  t h e  book? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. H a s  your i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  t h a t  you a r e  i n t o  now, d i d  you 
ever  have any exposure t o  t h a t  wh i l e  you were i n  co l l ege  a t  a l l ?  

A. Well, 1 had exposure i n  t h e  summers, because I came back and worked 
as a guide. But t h e  way we used t o  do i t  a t  t h a t  t ime w a s  very  l i t t l e  i n  
conjunct ion wi th  any k inds  of h i s t o r i c  i n s i g h t .  What we'd do is go argue 
RLDS Mormonism ve r sus  LDS Mormonism wi th  t h e  people who came t o  t h e  Joseph 
Smith home. But l a t e r  on when 1 was out  In  Idaho, we s t a r t e d  t ak ing  up 
some o t h e r  th ings .  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  1971 and T came back--either 1970 o r  
1971--I guess  i t  was 1970, was t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t  Bob Bray had a d ig  he re  
on t h e  s t a b l e .  And I came back and had t h e  Joseph Smith r eco rds  f o r  his 
red  b r i c k  s t o r e ,  and as 1 came back I t a lked  t o  Ken and Ken s a i d ,  "Oh, 
he would l i k e  . . ."That's Ken Stobaugh, he would l i k e  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  s t o r e  
and t h e  records  would be a n  addi t ion ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  so  I thought t h i s  was 
f i n e  and s t a r t e d  t o  go back f r o m  Nauvoo and t o  Fo r t  Madison where my f o l k s  
l i v e d  and I was s t ay ing ,  and I thought "McKiernan, you ' r e  crazy'' so  I 
stopped t h e  car and turned around and came back and s a i d  t o  Ken Stobaugh, 
"What you people need i s  a genuine, bona f i d e  r e sea rch  h i s t o r i a n .  The 
Mormans got  one down t h e  way and h e ' s  b e t t e r  than I am, but  1'11 come 
cheaper than anybody e l s e .  There ' s  only about two o r  t h r e e  of us  t h a t  
can do i t ,  and 1'11 come f o r  a d o l l a r  a  year ."  This  i s  t h e  ha rdes t  job 
I ever  t r i e d  t o  g e t .  Ken t a lked  t o  Reed Holmes and Bishop Pearson and 
they spent  a l o t  of t ime and they fussed  over  i t ,  and so  f o r t h ,  and they  
were so  slow t h a t  I never got a phone c a l l  u n t i l  I was going back and I 
stopped a t  Ro l l in s ,  Wyoming, a t  2:00 i n  t h e  a f te rnoon,  c a l l e d  back t o  
Independence and they  s a i d  yes ,  they 'd l e t  me work f o r  a d o l l a r  a  year .  
Tha t ' s  the beginning of my r e l a t i o n s h i p  with the Res to ra t ion  T r a i l  
Foundat ion.  

Q. You were going back t o  . . . 
A. Idaho S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  where I w a s  teaching.  

Q. You s tayed  a t  Idaho that year?  
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A. Yes, I s tayed  a t  Idaho f o r  two yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t .  I moved back 
he re  i n  1972, t o  Nauvoo, and then I taught  a course in 1973 wi th  
t h e  guides in an  i n t e r p r e t i v e  program t h a t  we s e t  up and then  in 
1974 I moved t o  Louisiana f o r  a  year  and then came back i n  1975. 

Q. When you were i n  Idaho, what was your func t ion  there?  

A. In  Idaho, I was a h i s t o r y  teacher .  I taught  American I n t e l l e c t u a l  
History and I ran  an Ora l  His tory  Research I n s t i t u t e .  Well, we founded 
one and s e t  t h a t  up. I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  going, bu t  i t ' s  no g r e a t  
shakes. 

Q. When you were i n  Idaho, d id  you eve r  have any i n t e r e s t  i n  going t o  
v i s i t  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  t o  s e e  what was going on, o r  had you ever  
thought about t h a t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Oh, I always l i k e d  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  I drug a  wife  a l l  t h e  way on 
our honeymoon from one C i v i l  War b a t t l e f i e l d  t o  another  C i v i l  War 
b a t t l e f i e l d  and so  f o r t h ,  bu t  a t  t h a t  t ime I w a s  w r i t i n g a h i s t o r y  
f o r  t h e  Iowa C i v i l  War Centennial  Commission and t h a t  came out  and i t  
came out  wi th  somebody e l s e ' s  name on i t ,  so my f i r s t  book was purloined.  
Ever s i n c e  then,  1 have been very  concerned about such l i t t l e  funny 
th ings  a s  copyr ights  and s o  f o r t h .  Looking back on i t ,  it  wasn't  too  
good a book. It g r e a t l y  chagrined me t o  have somebody s t e a l  i t  from m e .  

Q. When d id  you s t a r t  w r i t i n g ,  your d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s  was your f i r s t  
pub l i ca t ion?  

A.  No, my f i r s t  pub l i ca t ion  was t h i s  book I d id  f o r  t h e  Iowa C i v i l  War 
Centennial  Commission i n  1962, which was t h e  year  I was a s e n i o r  a t  
Drake. There 's  some doubt whether o r  no t  you can c la im a book t h a t ' s  
got  somebody e l s e ' s  name on it. 1 d id  once, and got  i n t o  a  f r a c a s .  
Some claimed you could and some claimed you cou ldn ' t ,  so  I don ' t  any more. 
That w a s  my f i r s t  pub l i ca t ion ,  and then I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  i f  1 had a  
couple of a r t i c l e s  ou t .  I t h i n k  1 had a  couple a r t i c l e s  ou t  p r i o r  t o  
t he  book. The book came out  i n  1971, 

Q. What magazines d i d  you p ick?  

A. Oh, I was doing what everybody e l s e  d id .  You chopped up your t h e s i s  
and publ ished p i eces  of i t .  

Q. Through t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  p re s s?  

A.  No, since t h i s  was on Mormon h i s t o r y ,  I r an  it through Mormon 
th ings ,  and t h e  f i r s t  one was i n  Dialogue, which i s  a  Morman jou rna l .  

Q. About how many a r t i c l e s  have you w r i t t e n  before? 

A. Oh, I d o n ' t  know, maybe t e n  o r  a  dozen. I ' v e  got  about f o u r  o r  
f i v e  more t o  come out  and I ' v e  got  two books. Well, I have co-authored 
one book. I have co-authored one monograph and some o the r  t h ings  but  I 
have b i t s  and p i eces  of a l l  kinds of s t u f f .  I ' v e  got  enough of i t  t o  
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say t h a t  I ' v e  publ ished,  and a f t e r  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  doesn ' t  mat te r .  

Q. Are t h e s e  b iographica l  mostly? 

A. Well, t h e  Sidney Ridgon book was. The essays  i n  Mormon h i s t o r y  
c a l l e d  The Res to ra t ion  Movement was a per iod  h i s t o r y  i n  which t h e  
s c h o l a r s  from both t h e  RLDS and LDS Mormon movement were put  t oge the r  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time side by s i d e .  Then I ' v e  got one t h a t  I ' m  completing 
now t h a t  i s  on t h e  f i r s t  decade of t h e  Mormon movement and my s p e c i a l t y ,  
Mormon schismat ics .  Schismatics  a r e  people who l e a d  t h e  movement. 
There a r e  many people who w r i t e  on Mormon h i s t o r y .  They've got  b e t t e r  
sources and they  know more about i t ,  bu t  I s p e c i a l i z e  i n  those  who l ead ,  
which i s  a whole d i f f e r e n t  ballgame. I t ' s  a l i t t l e  ha rde r  and I ' v e  got  
ma te r i a l .  

Q. Are you t a l k i n g  about sch ismat ics  before  the b i g  schism a t  Nauvoo, 
o r . .  . . 
A. Both. 

Q. Okay. And a f t e r  t h a t .  

A. I j u s t  r e l a t e  t h e  sch i sma t i c s .  

Q. It r e l a t e s  t o  both churches then.  

A.  Yes, w e l l ,  any movement, p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i  ous, o r  s o  f o r t h  w i l l  
have s p l i n t e r  groups. A schismat ic  i s  nothing more than a s p l i n t e r  
group. 

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  go back t o  when you were a guide he re ,  Could you be a 
l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  about what t h e  program was l i k e  he re  then? 

A. Okay. I n  1958 Ken Stobaugh and I were t h e  gu ide  fo rce .  

Q. This  was a l l  yea r ,  o r  just: t h e  summer? 

A. That was i n  t h e  summer. I th ink  S t e v i e  Smith came i n  t o  g ive  us  a 
day o f f  every now and then, I s l e p t  i n  t h e  o ld  F i r s t  Hotel.  By 
coincidence i t ' s  where I ' m  l i v i n g  now. With the  ca re t ake r ,  I l i v e d  
u p s t a i r s  and we had a s t r a i g h t  guide program. We had a memorized 
message and we had a l o t  of people t h a t  came by. I t h i n k  we had 25,000 
t h a t  yea r ,  most of them i n  t h e  summer. That was an awful l o t  of t o u r s ,  
j u s t  over  and over  and over .  Nothing c r e a t i v e ,  nothing i n  t h e  way of 
e l a b o r a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  bu t  we d i d n ' t  understand t h a t  kind of t h ing ,  
and n e i t h e r  d id  anybody e l s e  t h a t  we were working with.  We d id  a 
p r e t t y  decent job f o r  what we understood. 

Q. Was i t  a program designed t o  t r y  t o  i n t e r e s t  people i n  your church? 

A. Yes. The i d e a  was t o  propagandize Joseph Smith and t h e  RLDS 
movement. 



Mark McKiernan 6 

Q. Was t h e r e  any profess iona l i sm i n  d i s p l a y s  o r  anything of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A.  Well, t h e r e  was improvements made. Ken introduced a t ape  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime,  Before t h a t  we had t o  punch i t  by your thumb on t h e  gadget 
and then we'd t a l k  about i t ,  the same memorized s p i e l .  

Q ,  This  was t h e  p re sen ta t ion?  

A. Yes. And then  we'd go through t h e  houses,  bu t  when Ken came i n ,  he 
got  a t ape  t h a t  was synchronized and so  f o r t h  and t h e r e ' d  been some 
improvements made on t h a t .  The man who was he re  be fo re  t h a t  was a man 
named Bob Fishburn and Fishburn brought i n  t h e  s l i d e s .  Before t h a t ,  
they had a ba tch  of l i t t l e  windows t h a t  you would go t o  wi th  b l i n d s  on 
them, and you'd p u l l  t h e  s t r i n g  and i t  would f l o p  open and you would 
have something about p i c t u r e  s i z e  and i t  had paste-ups on i t ,  and then 
you'd t a l k  about i t  and you'd go around t h e  room and then  go ac ros s  
t h e  s t r e e t .  That was r e a l  hoaky. I would say t h e  v a s t  improvement 
came s i n c e  1970. Since 1970,  t h e  Res tora t ion  T r a i l  Foundation was s e t  
up, and what t h a t  d id ,  i t  brought i n  a g r e a t  number of p ro fe s s iona l s  on 
a d o l l a r  a year  fol lowing what I s e t  ou t .  They l i k e d  what they  got  ou t  
of t h e i r  d o l l a r  from m e .  They picked up a man by t h e  name of Don Booz 
who was a p ro fe s s iona l  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  man. Ken Stobaugh has some 
background i n  t h a t .  Bob Bray came i n ,  who w a s  an a rchaeo log i s t  and d id  
h i s  d i g s ,  which helped a g r e a t  dea l .  Jack Garnier  who i s  a p ro fe s s iona l  
audio-visual man, came i n  and t h e r e  were some o t h e r s .  George Lund, t h e  
a r c h i t e c t .  A 1 1  of t h e s e  men brought some f i r s t - r a t e  s k i l l s  and a s  you 
mixed them with the o t h e r s ,  t h e  whole p ro fe s s iona l  t h ing  s t a r t e d  t o  
improve, Then I came h e r e  i n  1972  and s t a r t e d  p ick ing  up some museum 
th ings  through AASLH seminars and through . . . . 
Q. Museum a r t i c l e s ?  

A. No, techniques.  The a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  house were s e t u p b y  a man by 
t h e  name of Sidney Moore, i n  1957. 

Q. What was t h e  b a s i c  change i n  technique,  o r  I shou ldn ' t  say technique,  
bu t  i n  message on t h e  p re sen ta t ion  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r ,  when Ken 
took over?  

A.  Well, Ken r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we had t o  be a l o t  l e s s  aggress ive ,  and t h i s  
was before  t h e  Mormons came i n .  I t h i n k  t h e  Mormons came i n  i n  1962, 
and then  once they were i n ,  they brought such a hard s e l l  opera t ion  t h a t  
we decided t o  be a l o t  more s o f t  s e l l  and were a l o t  more e f f e c t i v e .  But 
Ken s t a r t e d  with a h i s t o r i c a l  approach, a chronologica l  approach, an 
i n t e r p r e t i v e  approach which has been r e f i n e d  a g r e a t  dea l .  And about 
t h i s  time, i n  1970, w e  s t a r t e d  reading and picking up some of t h e  
p ro fe s s iona l  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  some of t h e  b e t t e r  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  have had,  
and we went t o  Williamsburg and Sturbr idge  Vi l l age ,  Mystic Seaport .  

Q. You and Ken? 

A. Well, Ken and I and Reed Holmes and Dwayne Couey and Elroy Henton 
and Bishop Burn a l l  went t o  Williamsburg, and then  t h e  a t h e r s  I went t o  



Mark McKiernan 7 

myself,  my own k ids  have been t h e r e .  You know, you p ick  up b i t s  and 
p i eces  of s t u f f .  

Q. When you were g iv ing  t o u r s  through t h e  homes what was your 
p re sen ta t ion ,  j u s t  po in t ing  out  a r t i f a c t s ?  

A ,  Well, no, i t  was t e l l i n g  a  s t o r y  and t h e  s t o r y  r e a l l y  h a s n ' t  
changed too much, simply becuase t h e  s t o r y  of Nauvoo is  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  
s t o r y .  They've got  some g r e a t  t h i n g s .  The s t o r y  of t h e  unknown graves 
is  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  people who l i v e d  he re .  Joseph Smith 
is  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  man. A l o t  of those  th ings  haven ' t  changed any. 

Q. Then you d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  use  what was i n  t h e  bu i ld ings  f o r  your 
p re sen ta t ion ,  you j u s t  s o r t  of l e t  them wander through and t o l d  them 
a  s t o r y  along t h e  way? 

A.  Well, we used some of i t ,  but  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  use  too  much, and 
you r e a l l y  don ' t  use  too  much today. I t 's  a s e t t i n g  t o  t e l l  t he  s t o r y  
of Joseph Smith because t h e  f u r n i t u r e  belonged t o  somebody e l s e .  I ' m  
no t  r e a l  impressed wi th  t h e  concept t h a t  t h e  c h a i r s  a r e  important 
because Joseph Smith s a t  on them anyhow. 

Q. What do you do now at  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. Well, what w e  t r y  t o  do now is  t o  run a p ro fe s s iona l  program. 

Q.  You personal ly ,  what do you do? 

A .  Oh, my job.  Well, wi th  t h e  c e n t e r  I don ' t  do much of anything.  
I ' m  t h e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Res to ra t ion  T r a i l  Foundation and what 
t h i s  means i s  t h a t  I ' m  i n  charge of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Foundation 
and t h i s  i s  one of t e n  s i t e s .  So, t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t e  is  up t o  Ken Stobaugh. We've worked toge the r  f o r  many yea r s  
s e t t i n g  programs up and so f o r t h ,  

Q, When you f i r s t  became a dollar-a-year h i s t o r i a n ,  was t h e r e  a 
Res tora t ion  T r a i l  Foundation? 

Q. And was i t s  purpose t h e  same a s  now? 

A. Yes, it was. But i t  was a  paper mache o u t f i t .  It w a s  a s  l e a n  
a s  could be. The people who s t a r t e d  i t  had some good ideas ,  bu t  they 
d i d n ' t  have much more. A s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  t h e  Mormon movement used 
t o  make fun of i t ,  i t  was considered a  laughingstock,  and they don ' t  
anymore. What they do is  they e i t h e r  t r y  t o  j o i n  i t  o r  they t r y  t o  
h ide  so we don ' t  grab t h e i r  a r e a s ,  so  we've been extremely succes s fu l .  

Q.  So i t s  purpose then is  fund r a i s i n g ?  

A. Well, p a r t l y  fund r a i s i n g .  We haven ' t  done a l l  t h a t  wel l  i n  i t ,  
the re ' ve  been some l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h a t  i n  terms of what they would l e t  
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us do and so f o r t h .  P a r t  of i t  is t o  provide adv i so r s  and e x p e r t i s e  
and s e t  up programs and develop them. I t ' s  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  program o r  
foundat ion which has  many a spec t s  t o  i t .  Fund r a i s i n g  would be one 
of them f o r  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  bu t  t o  b r ing  i n  vo lun tee r s  would be  
another ,  t o  b r i n g  i n  expe r t s  would be  another ,  t o  s e t  up programs 
would be  another .  

Q. To b r ing  i n  vo lun tee r s  t o  work i n  t h e  s i t e s ?  

A. Yes. What Res to ra t ion  T r a i l  Foundation does is  t o  supplement 
what 's  a l ready  here .  And t h e  funding i s  run i n  kind of a p e c u l i a r  
s o r t  of way, i n  t h a t  t h e  funding of t h e  s i t e s  is  run through a  
d i f f e r e n t  o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  church handles  t h e  funding, and t h e  
Res tora t ion  T r a i l  Foundation was s e t  up by t h e  b i shopr i c  of t h e  church, 
because t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  t h ings  t h a t  you can do wi th  a not - for -prof i t  
foundat ion t h a t  you could no t  do out  of a  b i g  r e l i g i o u s  o rgan iza t ion .  
I n  some ways, i t ' s  a f i g  l e a f .  

Q. Could you be more s p e c i f i c  about t h a t ?  What does i t  do t h a t  t h e  
church couldn ' t do? 

A. Well, f o r  example, i t  can apply f o r  g r a n t s .  It can work wi th  o t h e r  
o rgan iza t ions ,  foundat ions,  community groups, and so f o r t h ,  a  l o t  e a s i e r  
than thebo£f ic ia l  church can. It can be recognized i n  p ro fe s s iona l  
organiza t ions  as a  p ro fe s s iona l  u n i t  e a s i e r  than  t h e  e n t i r e  church. 
When the  church d e a l s  with h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  you have overtones t h a t  go 
from apology a  l i t t l e  deeper and when you a r e  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  
foundat ion you don ' t  always have t o  have those  kinds of t h ings .  

Q. Now t h a t  you a r e  i n  Nauvoo, do you have any r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  
community t o  h e l p  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e ?  O r  any o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e s ,  
l i k e  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y ?  

A.  I ' m  t h e  Second Vice Pres ident  05 the  Nauvoo His tory  Socie ty ,  bu t  my 
own r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  community, of course,  is  one a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
Now, t h e r e  w i l l  be  some importance because I ' m  t h e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Res tora t ion  T r a i l  Foundation, and I ' m  he re  and i t  w i l l  probably 
mean t h a t  we w i l l  conduct a l o t  of bus iness  out  of t h i s  community, bu t  
t h e  headquar te rs  of t h e  Res to ra t ion  T r a i l  Foundation i s  Independence, 
Missouri ,  and I ' ll  be  t r a v e l i n g  t h e r e  twice a month. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  
want t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  Kansas Ci ty  a r ea .  So i f  they wanted me t o  t ake  
t h e  job,  they knew they 'd have t o  g ive  i t  t o  me he re .  

Q. Do you have any a u t h o r i t y  over any o t h e r  s i t e s  i n  terms of how 
i t ' s  i n t e r p r e t e d ?  

A.  Well, once aga in ,  we 're  i n  a kind of a fuzzy a rea .  I may not  have 
any a u t h o r i t y  per  s e  over  how t h i s  one ' s  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  bu t  t h e  f inances  
i n  RLDS h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a r e  run by t h e  b i shopr i c .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is 
run by t h e  f i r s t  presidency,  then somewhere i n  between touching both of 
those  a r e a s  and y e t  i n  an  undefined bu t  very workable s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h e  
Res to ra t ion  T r a i l  Foundation, and under t h a t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  yes ,  I have 
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some in f luence  on t h e  Ki r t l and  Temple S i t e ,  t h e  Nauvoo s i t e ,  t h e  Plano, 
I l l i n o i s  s i t e ,  t h e  Haun's M i l l  and Far West Missouri  s i t e s ,  t h e  
Independence, Missouri audi tor ium and surrounding reg ions  s i t e s .  

Q ,  This is  more i n  an advisory capac i ty ,  i f  you a r e  asked? 

A .  No, I don ' t  have t o  be asked. I t ' s  t h e  type  of t h i n g  t h a t  I can 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n .  But t h e  dec i s ions  u l t i m a t e l y  would be made e i t h e r  by 
t h e  b i s h o p r i c  o r  by t h e  f i r s t  p re s iden t .  So t h e y ' r e  no t  made on t h e  
s i t e .  It's l i k e  sending i t  t o  Washington. 

Q. A s  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Res tora t ion  T r a i l  Foundation, do you 
have any p lans  f o r  any of t h e  s i t e s  t h a t  a r e  no t  i n t e r p r e t e d  yet? 

A, Well, yes w e  do. We hope t o  g e t  i n  and s t a r t  developing some s i t e s  
and purchase a r e a s  of land  and so f o r t h ,  and those  kind of t h ings  I ' m  
no t  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  t a l k  about r i g h t  now. We hope t o  develop a  t h r e e  
s t a g e  s e t  o r  procedure. One is  a  des igna t ion  of a  h i s t o r i c  s i t e ,  t h e  
next  one would be  a p re se rva t ion  of a  h i s t o r i c  s i t e ,  l i k e  Lamoni i n  
t h a t  o l d  Joseph Smith 111 house we saved, and then t h e  f i n a l  one i s  a  
fu l l - f l edged  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t he  h i s t o r i c  s i t e .  We have two of those ,  
K i r t l and ,  Ohio, and here .  We get  50,000 people a  year  through h e r e ,  
and 20,000 through Ki r t l and .  

Q. A t  t h i s  po in t ,  can you s e e  any more designated h i s t o r i c  s i t e  a reas?  

A.  Oh, designated 1 s e e  a l l  k inds  of them. Of course,  t h a t ' s  t h e  easy 
way t o  go, you know, i f  you f l i p  a  s i g n  up and t h e r e ' s  your f i r s t  
s t a g e ,  and I can s e e  a  l o t  of t h o s e  i n  t h i s  country and i n  fo re ign  
coun t r i e s  too .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  e a s i e s t  way t o  go i n  a fo re ign  country.  
But I ' m  no t  so s u r e  t h a t  t h e  des igna t ion  th ing  would no t  go back t o  t h e  
f i r s t  presidency bus iness .  Once aga in ,  I 've got another  h a t  t o  wear i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  because I ' m  t h e  execut ive  consul tan t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s i t e  
admin i s t r a t i on ,  which inc ludes  both the  presidency and t h e  bishopry,  
and I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  q u i t e  confusing f o r  t h e  layman t o  understand how we 
p lay  games up and down t h e  church h i e ra rchy ,  bu t  t h e r e ' s  all kinds  of 
l i t t l e  channels of what you do. You j u s t  work back and f o r t h ,  and i f  
you need an e x t r a  h a t ,  they  g ive  you an e x t r a  h a t  s o  t h a t  way you ' r e  
i n  t h a t  b a l l p a r k  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q. L e t ' s  put  i t  t h i s  way, is  t h e r e  any of t h e  now designated h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s  t h a t  you would b e  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  say might become i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  
some way? 

A .  The Lamoni one w i l l ,  and i n  September of 1973, 1 moved t o  Lamoni 
because we had an o l d  22 room, 1880 type  house t h a t  f i v e  p re s iden t s  of 
the reorganiza t ion  l i v e d  i n ,  and t h e  th ing  was f a l l i n g  a p a r t ,  and a 
s t r u c t u r a l  exper t  t o l d  me t h a t  we had e ighteen  months, so I r a i s e d  a l l  
k inds  of h e l l  t o  g e t  s e n t  t h e r e  t o  do something, and t h e r e  is  a co l l ege  
t h e r e ,  Graceland, and t h e  p re s iden t  a t  t h a t  t ime was B i l l  Higdon, who 
i s  now an a p o s t l e ,  and Higdon had been on my back t h a t  we d i d n ' t  do 
anything t o  the Joseph Smith 111 home, so  I went over  t o  s e e  him one 












