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SESSION 6 ,  TAPE 6, SIDE 1 (Continued) 

9:  Sir, I wonder if w e  could t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about e t h i c s  and c o n f l i c t  
of i n t e r e s t ?  A good dea l  of t h a t  came about a f te rward ,  i n  t he  1970's 
r a t h e r  than  i n  t h e  1960f s ,  b u t  t h e r e  were some problems . . . 
A: Came about i n  1971. 

Q: In 1971, yes ,  sir. 

A: Yes. But i n  1969, 1967 o r  1969, we introduced t h e  f i r s t  e t h i c s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  where t h e  membership had t o  f i l e  an e t h i c s  form, and l i s t  
a l l  your stocks. And it was a r a t h e r  simple form and i t  was t h e  f i r s t  
movement i n  the d i r e c t i o n  of e t h i c s  t h a t  was ever ia the  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Q: What brought t h a t  about ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  they did pass such an e t h i c s  . . 
A: Well . . . it was always thought,  I d o n l t  know whether it  was ever  
proven but i t  was thought,  t h a t  some of t he  membership might have been 
on the  p a y r o l l  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups t h a t  they would in t roduce  
l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  and they  would have t o  so  r e f l e c t  t h a t  on t h e i r  e t h i c s  
s ta tement ,  a d o l l a r  va lue  of how much they had received from them during 
t h e  year. And we thought i t  might bring about prevent ion of t h a t  kind 
of ac t ion .  I don ' t  know whether i t  served i t s  purpose o r  not  but a t  
l e a s t  i t  was a s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  And i t  was damned d i f f i c u l t  
t o  ge t  t he  e t h i c s  l e g i s l a t i o n  through the  bodies. 

Q: Yes, sir. 

A: The membership was r e luc t an t .  

Q: Because of t h a t  s o r t  of th ing ,  you th ink ,  sir? There were enough 
people involved i n  t h a t ?  



A: Well, i t  meant c e r t a i n  d i s c l o s u r e  and t h e r e  was some f e a r  t h a t  it 
might open the door to  kidnappings, where a fe l low has t o  show h i s  
ho ld ings ,  and one th ing  and the  other .  And it was open t o  t h e  pub l i c  
view and they  might ge t  a l i n e  about who was a r i c h  man and who wasn't: 
and kidnap h i s  c h i l d r e n  o r  kidnap him. There was g r e a t  r e luc t ance  t o  
t he  e t h i c s  l e g i s l a t i o n  when i t  was f i r s t  introduced. 

Q: Yes, sir. I believe it was Mart in  Lohmann when we interviewed him, 
s a i d  t h a t  Paul  Powell 's  shoe box money t h a t  was found i n  h i s  room a f t e r  
he died came from t h a t  type of source, from people paying him f o r  h i s  
inf luence .  

A: Well, where Powell ' s  money came from, I t h i n k  i s  a mystery and w i l l  
remain a mystery wi th  Powell ' s  death. But Powell was a very--almost a 
penurious man. J3e never spent  anything. He never bought a meal f o r  
himself .  ( laughs)  When he t r ave l ed  somebody used t o  pick the  t a b  up. 
He was a g r e a t  guy, a very funny guy, and a very s k i l l e d  l e g i s l a t o r .  
But I th ink  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t  of Powell ' s  money w i l l  remain a mystery f o r  
t h e  r e s t  of time. 

Q: Yes, sir. Did you ever  t r a v e l  wi th  him? 

A: I took a t r i p ,  I t h i n k  i t  was 1966, where t h e r e  was a group out of 
Peor ia ,  a group of businessmen, t h a t  were t r y i n g  t o  urge the  governor t o  
improve the  condi t ion  of t he  s t a t e  parks,  and they were i n  a deplorable  
s t a t e .  There was a man t h a t  was t h e  head of t h i s  commission i n  Peo r i a ,  
whose name s l i p s  me, and he got t oge the r  a group o f ,  oh, I ' d  say t h e r e  
was about four  fe l lows  out of t h e  Senate  and t h e r e  were four  fe l lows  out  
of t h e  House, fou r  o r  f i v e ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a half a dozen businessmen 
from Peor ia ,  and Powell. And we went t o  Denmark and v i s i t e d  parks. 
And, b e l i e v e  m e ,  o u r  job was t o  s e e  parks and every day we were v i s i t i n g  
a park,  morning or  afternoon. From Denmark, w e  f lew t o  Germany and then 
we got  i n t o  vans and we motored through Aust r ia  from--what's t he  name of 
the town wi th  a l l  the churches i n  Aus t r ia?  

Q: (pause)  Not Heidelberg, I guess.  

A: No, n o t  Heidelberg, it w a s  Munich. And we motored from t h a t  town 
down t o  Ki t sbuel  and then t o  the German border  where we got on another  
plane and we were i n  ha l f  a dozen of t he  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  i n  Germany. And 
then,  from t h e r e ,  we f lew over t o  Norway, v i s i t e d  parks i n  Norway. And 
from t h e r e  t o  Sweden, v i s f t e d  parks i n  Sweden. And back t o  Copenhagen 
where we then f lew back t o  t he  s t a t e s  from Copenhagen. I t h i n k  we were 
gone about two weeks and Powell was on the t r i p  with us. And I remember 
he was a cons tan t  source of funny, funny s t o r i e s .  

Q: Oh? 

A: He had a maze of anecdotes and s t o r i e s  t h a t  he could recount  by the  
hour. Many of them p o l i t i c a l  i n  n a t u r e  and many of them pe r t a in ing  t o  
southern  I l l i n o i s  and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  makeups of t h e  s t a t e .  



( laughs)  Powell was r e a l l y  a most e n t e r t a i n i n g  guy. But I would say 
t h a t  he saved h i s  money. 

Q: Oh? I see. ( l a u g h t e r )  Yes, sir. How did  you c q m  t o  go on t h i s  
t r i p ,  s i r ?  

-2: I could never--well, as--in my p o s i t i o n  a s  l eade r sh ip ,  I th ink  t h a t  
was why I was se lec ted .  And s t r ange ly ,  I urged Kerner t o  look i n t o  t h e  
condi t ion  of t he  s t a t e  parks. And Touhy urged him. And we a l l ,  every 
guy t h a t  was a member down t h e r e ,  urged Kerner, and Kerner d id  something 
about it. And he s t a r t e d  t o  beau t i fy  and improved the  s t a t e  parks a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h a t  t r i p .  

Q: Did John Touhy go on t h a t  t r i p ,  a l s o ?  

A: Yes, Touhy was on t h a t  t r i p .  Dunne was on i t .  

Q: Did you meet with any of t h e  fo re ign  l e g i s l a t o r s ?  

A: We met with the  mayor of Copenhagen, who was a guy t h a t  I would have 
sworn was Mayor Daley. 

Q: Oh? ( laughs)  

A: Same appearance and chunky guy and ta lked  l i k e  Daley, ac ted  l i k e  
Daley and ru l ed  with a heavy hand l i k e  Daley. 

Q: ( laughs)  Yes, sir. 

A: And we met t he  var ious  s t a t e  d i g n i t a r i e s  a s  we would go through t h e  
va r ious  count r ies .  It was a h e l l  of a t r i p .  

Q: Yes, sir. 

A: And we d id  what we were supposed t o  do, was t o  view parks. I ' ve  
never seen such gorgeous parks a s  they  have i n  Germany and Sweden and 
Denmark, Oslo. Beaut i fu l ,  b e a u t i f u l  parks. Europeans t r e a t  t h e i r  parks 
much d i f f e r e n t l y  than we do. 

Q: Oh? In  what way, s i r ?  

A: Well . . . our c i t i z e n r y  ru ins  a park. And, t h e  European, he 
cons t an t ly  t r e a t s  it with respect and the  d i g n i t y  t h a t  t he  beauty of the  
park should c a l l  for .  And you never saw l i t t e r ,  s i gns  "Stay Of f  The 
Grass. " 

Q: Oh? 

A: And they had r e s t i n g  a r e a s  and p i c n i c  a r e a s  and I remember one park 
where they had an overhead l i f t  t h a t  went a l l  around the park. And they 
were j u s t  gorgeous. Very, very beaut i fu l .  



Q: Did you meet wi th  t h e  admin i s t r a to r s  of t h e  parks? 

A: Yes, we would meet wi th  var ious  governmental d i g n i t a r i e s  i n  every 
country we were in.  

Q: Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  t h a t  was taken a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
v i s i t ?  

4 
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A: When we got back, wel l ,  our urgings t o  Kerner t o  improve t h e  
condi t ion  of t he  s t a t e  parks had e f f e c t .  And up t o  t he  t i m e  he went on 

4 t h e  U. S. Court of Appeals, he was moving i n  t h a t  d i r ec t ion .  I don' t  
know whether they 've ever  continued it o r  not.  But s t a t e  parks were i n  
a deplorable  mess. They were d i r t y ,  f i l t h y ,  not worthy of being c a l l e d  
a s t a t e  park. 

Q: Had you been on any v i s i t a t i o n  committees o r  anything t o  t he  s ta te  
parks ? 

A: In  t h i s  country? 

Q: Yes, sir,  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

A: No. No, no. My only exposure t o  s t a t e  parks was on my European 
t r i p .  

Q: I see. Yes, sir. You've mentioned t h a t  Paul Powell was q u i t e  a 
t r a v e l i n g  person because he could t e l l  s t o r i e s  well .  What about John 
Touhy? Was he a j o l l y  person t o  t r a v e l  with? 

A: Oh, yes ,  Touhy was e x c e l l e n t  company. But Touhy i s  a much more 
serious-minded man. Powell used t o  r ega l e  us a l l  with the  s t o r i e s  a s  
we'd be going along i n  t he  vans. ( laughs)  He had some very funny 
s t o r i e s .  He was a g r e a t  f a n  of Harry Truman's. 

Q: Oh? 

A: He  had Truman come t o  southern  I l l i n o i s  and campaign. Truman and 
Powell were both southerners ,  you know. There's a h e l l  of a d i f f e r e n c e  
between southern I l l i n o i s  and nor thern  I l l i n o i s ,  I don' t  have t o  t e l l  
you. ( l augh te r )  

Q: Yes, sir. Did you ever  meet M r .  Truman? 

A: No. No, I never m e t  Mr.  Truman. I m e t  M r .  Johnson and M r .  Kennedy, 
Mr. Nixon . . . M r .  Ford, and M r .  Carter .  

Q: What were t h e  occasions? Where d id  you meet Pres ident  Johnson, f o r  
example? 

A: Well, when we would have the  b i g  $100 d inner  i n  Chicago, I would wind 
up a t  the  speaker 's  t a b l e  and everybody was assigned a number and you 



s tood  over  your number and Daley took the  p re s iden t  along and introduced 
you t o  t h e  pres ident .  

Q: Oh? 

A: And it was a l l  of about twenty seconds of conversat ion with him. And 
i n  the  six yea r s ,  why, I probably a t tended  e i g h t  o r  t e n  d inner  func t ions  
l i k e  t h a t  where the  p re s iden t s  used t o  be there.  

Q: What was your impression of M r .  Nixon when you met him? 

A: Well, t h e  Democratic sena tors  t h a t  I had met, I would say my 
conversa t ion  wi th  them l a s t e d  a l l  of f i f t e e n  seconds. When I met Mr.  
Nlxon was a t  a r ecep t ion  i n  t he  Blackstone Hotel t h a t  Governor Ogi lv ie  
had f o r  him. And I had had a col league of mine i n  t h e  Senate  with me 
who had been i n  t h e  Navy wi th  Nixon, and they were g r e a t  pa ls .  And he 
always spoke very glowingly about what a g r e a t  guy Dick Nixon was. So, 
when I stepped up on the  platform, the  governor introduced me t o  him a s  
t h e  Democratic l eade r  i n  t h e  Senate ,  and I s a i d  t o  him, "Mr. P re s iden t , "  
I s a i d ,  "I had a co l league  of mine t h a t  was very  high on you, and he was 
very  glowing i n  h i s  p r a i s e s  of you at a l l  times. " And he s a i d ,  "Well, 
who is t h a t ? "  I s a i d ,  "Nate Kinnally." Nate had died a year  before.  
He s a i d  Nate and he were very,  very  good f r i e n d s  and he s a i d ,  "I was 
very  gr ieved to  hear  of h i s  passing." And he s a i d ,  "How i s  Celeste?" 
who w a s  Kinnal ly ' s wife. I s a i d ,  "She's f ine.  " He s a i d ,  "How a r e  t he  
ch i ldren?"  And I s a i d ,  "They're a l l  we l l  as f a r  a s  I ' m  a b l e  t o  
determine." "Well," he s a i d ,  "Nate and me and Pa t  and Ce le s t e  were 
g r e a t ,  g r ea t  f r i e n d s  during t h e  years  i n  t h e  Navy." And he turned t o  
h i s  wife  and he s a i d ,  " P a t r i c i a ,  t h i s  is  Senator  McGloon. He was a 
g r e a t  f r i e n d  of Nate Kinnal ly 's ,"  And M r s .  Nixoa s a i d  t o  me, without  
anything e l s e ,  "How is  Celeste?" 

Q: Well! ( laughs)  

A: And I s a i d ,  "Shef s p r e t t y  good. " And, "How a r e  t h e  ch i ldren?"  And, 
a l l  i n  a l l ,  I would say t h a t  I spent  s i x  o r  seven minutes t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
Republican pres ident .  ( l augh te r )  I cou ldn ' t  g e t  more than f i f t e e n  
seconds t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Democratic pres idents .  

Q: Yes, sir. ( l a u g h t e r )  Well. S i r ,  back i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  aga in ,  
t h e r e  were a t  one time-and I don ' t  know what year  i t  was--Mr. Touhy 
l a i d  down a f l a t  r u l e  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no "come-along" b i l l s  
introduced from then  on during t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s e s s ion ,  which i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e r e  were s t i l l  come-along b i l l s  being introduced up to t h a t  time. 
Do you r e c a l l  any in s t ances  of t h a t  type of b i l l s  t h a t  were put i n  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  draw money from . . . 
A: Spec ia l  i n t e r e s t s ?  

Q: Yes, s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o r  companies and t h a t  s o r t  of thing.  



A: When renter-d. t h e  body i n  1959, t h e r e  was a few--"fetcherM b i l l s ,  we 
used t o  c a l l  them. "Come-along," I . . . 
Q: "Come-along" was M r .  Lohmann's term. 

A: "Come-along." ( laughs)  Well, they were r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " fe tchers . "  
And, i n  those days, t h e r e  was a few members t h a t  used t o  throw t h a t  kind 
of l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  but i t  would ge t  b o t t l e d  up i n  committee and I would 
s a y  from t he  time I got  i n t o  the  body t h a t  t he  p r a c t i c e  was almost zero,  
t h a t  t h e  guys t h a t  would in t roduce  t h a t  were w e l l  known f o r  t h e i r  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  in t roducing  t h a t  type of l e g i s l a t i o n .  And I never knew 
whether i t  worked or  d idn ' t  work, but they would gene ra l ly  be k i l l e d  i n  
committee. 

Q: Yes. Do you remember any examples of t h a t  a t  a l l ?  M r .  Lohmann 
r e c a l l e d  two s i t u a t i o n s ;  one i n  Pekin, I l l i n o i s  where t h e  sugar f a c t o r y ,  
they  were not allowed t o  sell  t h e i r  sugar t o  t h e  i c e  cream makers; 
another  one was with the  b ig  S t a l ey  p lan t  down i n  Decatur, which had t o  
do wi th  . , . 
A: Well, t he re  was another  one, t h e r e  was a guy put a p iece  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  and he wanted each ind iv idua l  p iece  of candy wrapped up a 
c e r t a i n  way. ( laughs)  The two b i l l s  you mentioned--I don ' t  r e c a l l  them 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  but t h e  minute t h a t  a b i l l  l i k e  t h a t  would be introduced 
i t  would become apparent  t o  the  l eade r sh ip  l i k e  a red s t a r  and you'd 
send the  word out  to k i l l  it. 

Q: A red s t a r ,  s i r ?  

A: Well, i t ' d  become a l e r t e d .  

Q: Oh, j u s t  mark it. 

A: Yes. You'd g e t  your member s i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  committee t o  kill i t .  

Q: I r e a l l y  don't  understand how such a b i l l  could do any good because 
t h e r e '  s nor much chance of i t  g e t t i n g  through. 

A: Well, you best explained it ,  i t  was introduced t o  produce. ( laughs)  

Q: Yes, sir. Hm. Well, l e t ' s  see ,  sir. Another thing t h a t  has come up 
and, a s  a mat te r  of f a c t ,  was i n  t h e  Tribune yes te rday  morning or  the  
day before,  it l i s t e d  all the people who were holding jobs i n  municipal 
governments o r  l o c a l  governments a s  w e l l  a s  being l e g i s l a t o r s .  And t h i s  
has  come up over the  years ,  a double-dipping type of thing,  What's your 
opinion of t he  double-dipping type of th ing?  

A: Well, I could see  nothing wrong with it. When a fe l low is  on a 
p a y r o l l  of a c i t y ,  county . . . 



SESSION 6, TAPE 6, SIDE 2 

A: . . . h e ' s  taken off  t h e  pay ro l l  of the  body t h a t  he ' s  on and, while  
they  l i s t  the  s a l a r i e s ,  t h a t '  s t h e  year ly  s a l a r y  t h a t  t he  man is  paid 
but  h e ' s  probably only drawing ha l f  of t ha t .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  
membership of both p a r t i e s  have always--the th ing  grew out of the  
l e g i s l a t u r e  being only a part-time job and t h e r e  was only so many days 
when you'd be i n  s e s s i o n  out of t he  year. And the  s a l a r y  was, wel l ,  it 
used t o  be $1,800 a year and then  it went t o  $2,500 and then t o  $3,500 
and, when I was e l ec t ed  down t h e r e ,  i t  was $6,000 and i t  went t o  $9,000. 
A man couldn't: be expected t o  l i v e  on t h a t ,  he had t o  do something e l se .  
I never saw anything wrong with--double-dipping i s  kind of a nas ty  word. 

Q: Yes, sir. ( laughs)  

A: But i t  was prac t iced  on both s ides .  And you'd be su rp r i s ed  what 
e x p e r t i s e  you'd ge t  out  of fel lows t h a t  a r e  engaged i n  l o c a l  
governmental a f f a i r s .  You know, they ' re  very aware of the  needs of t he  
mun ic ipa l i t i e s  o r  county governments t h a t  they  work for .  

Q: Can you th ink  of an example of t h a t ,  s i r ,  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  . . . 
A: (pause)  Well, Dan Dougherty served with me. And Dan was one of t he  
most profound expe r t s  on county government. Dan worked f o r  Cook County, 
he worked f o r  t h e  county court .  And he was a s  exper t  i n  county 
government as you could want. And you could never buy h i s  e x p e r t i s e  i n  
Spr ingf ie ld .  You couldn ' t  a f f o r d  t o  c a l l  expe r t s  i n  wi th  h i s  knowledge 
of county government. And the  same would apply t o  fel lows t h a t  a r e  
mayors of towns and small c i t i e s  around the  s t a t e .  Fellows t h a t  work 
f o r  t he  s a n i t a r y  d i s t r i c t ,  they a r e  aware of the  needs of the d i s t r i c t .  
No, I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  a h e l p f u l  th ing  t o  have a guy t h a t ' s  engaged i n  
municipal or  county government serv ing  down there .  And I would never be 
c r i t i c a l  of a f e l low because he ' s  on two pay ro l l s  a s  long as,  while  he ' s  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  he doesn ' t  c o l l e c t  h i s  pay i n  t h e  home base. And they 
a l l  deduct it. 

Q: Oh. 

A: So t h a t  t h e  newspaper a r t i c l e  is  misleading when i t  lists a guy's 
s a l a r y  a s  $22,000 a year from t h e  county government, maybe he 's  only 
drawing $9,000 of t ha t .  

Q: I see. Yes. Because he won't draw f o r  t h e  period of time . . . 
A: Deducted i t ,  yes. 

Q: Is t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  changing any, do you th ink ,  now t h a t  a l e g i s l a t o r  
i s  becoming more f u l l  time? 



A: Well, they g e t  $25,000 a year. Could you r a i s e  a family on $25,000 a 
year? It 's p r e t t y  tough. 

Q: Yes, sir. 

A: I th ink  the  a d d i t i o n a l  money is needed by the  members. $25,000 don' t  

P 
go very f a r  now by the  t i m e  you f i g u r e  h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  expenses. They 

5 g e t  $37.50 a day and I don't  t h ink  t h a t  you could pay your room rent and 
feed  yourse l f  on $37.00 a day i n  today 's  market down there.  

4 Q: One of t h e  o t h e r  major t h ings  t h a t  i s  occurr ing is  t h a t  more and more 

time is  being spent  down there.  This is  q u i t e  a change from t h e  
part-t ime l e g i s l a t o r  of t he  past.  

A: Well, when Russ Arrington and Touhy became the  l eade r s  i n  both Houses 
i n  1965, we then s t a r t e d  on a four  and ha l f  day week. And we would be 
down t h e r e  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and back Friday. Now 
i t ' s  a f ive  day week. 

Q: Yes, sir. 

A: Previous to  t h a t  i t  used t o  be, i n  January, you'd go down one o r  two 
days a week; and i n  February, two days a week; and i n  March, t o  the  
middle of March, two days a week, and then you'd go down t h r e e  days a 
week; i n  Apr i l ,  t h r e e  days a week; i n  May, t h ree  days a week; i n  June, 
t h e  f i r s t  week, t h r e e  days and the  l a s t  t h r e e  weeks, you'd s t a r t  four  
days and then t h e  last  t e n  days, f i v e  days. And we'd s t i l l  wind up with 
a bedsheet calendar  t h e  l a s t  week. 

Q: Yes, sir. What do you mean by bedsheet? 

A: It was as big as a bedsheet. 

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. ( l augh te r )  

Q: Yes, sir.  

A: It was huge! How we ever  got through everything t h a t  was on those  
8 ca lendars  I could never f i g u r e  out. But we did. 
w 

Q: Yes, sir. Well, s topping the  clock,  I guess ,  was one method of . . . 
A: Well, they  had t o  s top  t h e  clock and we'd cont inue on u n t i l  four ,  
f ive o r  s ix  i n  t h e  morning. You had t o  move t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  with t h e  
f a l s e  i dea  t h a t  t h e  clock had been stopped a t  midnight. In t h e  old days 
down the re ,  t h e r e  used t o  be guys assigned t o  make sure t he  clock 
stopped. 

Q: Oh? ( l augh te r )  Yes, sir. 



A: To make su re  i t  d i d n ' t  go one minute pas t  twelve. 

Q:  A s  a p a r t  of t h e  p i c t u r e  of t he  fu l l - t ime l e g i s l a t o r  down t h e r e  i s  
the  amount of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  is  conducted. That 's  been inc reas ing  
tremendously over t h e  last s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  t he  number of b i l l s ,  f o r  
example . 
A: Too many. 

Q: I n  what way, s i r ?  

A: Well, t h e r e  can ' t  be a law on the  books t o  cover every given 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  can come up. And i t ' s  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the  law. And 
not too many years  ago t h e r e  was only one book with the  s t a t u t e s ;  now 
t h e r e ' s  four  books, each one bigger  than  t h e  o the r  one. You know, I ' d  
be c r i t i c a l  of Congress i n  t h e  same ve in  t h a t  I ' m  c r i t i c a l  of t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  Every member of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  wants t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  
wi th  changing t h e  world and s topping and l e t t i n g  everybody ge t  back on 
aga in ,  only under h i s  scheme of a way. 

Q: Do you f e e l  t h a t  Congress and the  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  i s  
g e t t i n g  too involved i n  t h e  running of l i v e s ?  

A: Well, you've phrased i t  properly,  t he  running of l i f e .  They c o n t r o l  
your waking, s leeping ,  working, playing,  r e s t i n g ,  they c o n t r o l  your l i f e  
and people don ' t r e a l i z e  the  c o n t r o l  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and Congress have 
over t h e  everyday func t ion  of a man's l i f e .  They t e l l  you when you can, 
how f a s t  you can go and, i n  many cases ,  when you have t o  go t o  bed. 
( laughs)  And many want t o  t e l l  you what time you have t o  g e t  up l i k e  
you're  i n  t h e  Army. 

Q: ( l aughs)  Yes, sir. Do you th ink  t h i s  is a good th ing ,  s i r ?  

A: No, I don't .  No, I don't .  I don' t  th ink  t h a t  our government was 
c rea t ed  wi th  t h a t  aim. Government was c rea ted  with t h e  philosophy t h a t  
everybody w a s  f r e e  and could l i v e  t h e i r  l i f e  a s  they see f i t .  Now 
t h e r e ' s  infringement on bus iness ,  p lay  and everything. Everything is 
c o n t r o l l e d ,  l icensed.  Sure,  l i c e n s u r e  p r o t e c t s  t h e  people i n  many 
Ins t ances  bu t ,  i n  a l o t  of o t h e r  i n s t ances ,  t h e r e  a r e  unnecessary 
l i censes .  

Q: Do you s e e  . . . 
A: I t 's  more bureaucracy. 

Q: Do you see  any way of r eve r s ing  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

A: No. I t h ink  once the  bu reauc ra t i c  system becomes s o l i d l y  s e t ,  no 
e l e c t e d  p re s iden t ,  governor,  s ena to r ,  House member can ever  change 
bureaucracy. Cause a l l  that the bureaucrat  has to do is sit  and wait  
f o r  t h e  guy t o  l o s e ,  o r  t o  ge t  discouraged. Bureaucracies run 



government, I ' m  s o r r y  t o  say. 

Q: Yes, sir. S i r ,  we've touched on t h e  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t :  caused by 
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s .  Not a l l  of those s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  of course,  a r e  
bad in f luences  i n  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

A: Oh, no. 

Q: Who i s  the  bes t  l o b b y i s t  t h a t  you ran  i n t o  down the re ,  s i r ?  

A: Well, Joe  Meek was a g r e a t  lobbyis t .  The r a i l r o a d  companies used t o  
have a  couple of fe l lows  down the re ,  they  were g r e a t  lobbyis t s .  Today 
t h e r e ' s  a couple of fe l lows  I served i n  t h e  Senate with t h a t  I 
understand have e x c e l l e n t  r epu ta t ions  as lobby i s t s .  There's a  f e l l ow 
named Bob Maher, a  fe l low named A r t  Gottschalk,  t h a t  were both i n  t he  
Senate; a fe l low named Ron Swanson who is a big lobby i s t  around there.  
You know, when you ge t  t o  be a  member of t h e  body and you l e a r n  how t o  
move something o r  not t o  move something, why, you--and, a s  a  former 
member, you have t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  of t h e  f l o o r ,  you can walk r i g h t  down on 
the  f l o o r  and but tonhole a  guy. ( laughs)  And, as a  l obby i s t  who 
wasn ' t ,  he ' s  got t o  but tonhole them ou t s ide  t h e  f loo r .  

No, t he  l o b b y i s t s  se rve  a  unique and s p e c i a l  purpose. And t h e  
p ro fe s s iona l  l obby i s t s  adhere t o  t h e  s t r a i g h t  and narrow, they don' t  
g ive  you--try t o  br ibe .  That ' s  t h e i r  bus iness ,  t h a t ' s  t h e i r  l ive l ihood.  
And they provide a necessary e v i l .  They could exp la in  the  good s i d e s  of 
t h e  b i l l  t o  you o r  they could exp la in  t h e  bad s i d e s  of t h e  b i l l  t o  you, 
something t h a t  you might have missed yourse l f .  You know, t h e  average 
member knows only what 's  i n  a  l imi t ed  amount of b i l l s .  Ib has t o  read 
t h e  s h o r t  explana t ion  of a  b i l l  and t h e  f e l l ow t h a t  wrote t h e  s h o r t  
explana t ion  of t h e  b i l l  might no t  w r i t e  i n  t h e  r e a l  explana t ion  of it. 

Q: What made Joe  Meek so g r e a t  a l obby i s t ?  

A: Well, Joe  was a dedicated guy. He worked a t  h i s  t r a d e  a l l  t h e  time. 
He was a guy wi th  g r e a t  i n t e g r i t y  and he had r e spec t  from a l l  t h e  
members down there.  The R e t a i l  Trade Associat ion should e r e c t  a 
f u l l - l i f e  s t a t u e  t o  Joe wi th  proper ded ica t ion  ceremonies f o r  a  p iece  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  he got through down t h e r e  where t h e  r e t a i l e r  could take--it  
o r i g i n a l l y  was one-twentieth,  I th ink  i t ' s  one-tenth now--to deduct t h a t  
amount from t h e  sales t a x  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  c o s t s  of c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  
b i l l s .  You can imagine what big chainstores--bui l t  b ig  bui ld ings  on 
what they were ab l e  t o  withhold f o r  t h e  c o s t  of co l l ec t ion .  

Q : Yes, sir. 

A: He lobbied t h a t  through. ( laughs)  

Q: How'd he go about t h a t ,  s i r ?  

A: Well, i t  took him s i x  o r  e i g h t  years  t o  ge t  i t  through, bu t  he j u s t  



pe r s i s t ed .  He'd ge t  a  member i n  a  weak moment and f i n a l l y  he'd t e l l  him 
he'd go f o r  it. ( laughs)  But it was one of the  g rea t  pieces of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  lobbied through both Houses. 

Q: How about some of those  o thers?  Do you r enmber  any s p e c i f i c  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  Bob Maher was involved i n ?  

A: Well, Maher I th ink  today r ep resen t s  educa t iona l  systems. When I was 
down t h e r e ,  the  last se s s ion  I was t h e r e ,  he was j u s t  breaking i n  and he 
had t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ' s  asaoc ia t ion .  He wrote papers,  pushed people, he 
d i d  a  most e f f e c t i v e  job f o r  them. You know, everybody has a lobby i s t ,  
inc luding  the  churches. 

Q: Oh? ( laughs)  

A: Yes. 

Q: Who were some of t he  church lobby i s t s ?  

A: Well, t h e r e  were two fel lows came down from the  chancery o f f i c e  t h a t  
were t r y i n g  t o  lobby the  parochia l  a i d  b i l l  through. ( laughs)  Who 
s h a l l  be nameless, both g r e a t  fe l lows ,  p r i e s t s .  I remember one of them 
t e l l i n g  me t h a t ,  s i n c e  Pope John's  Ecumenical Council ,  t h a t  t he  f e e l i n g  
aga ins t  t h e  Cathol ics  was p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  zero. And I s a i d  
t o  him, "I th ink  you've been s leeping  i n  a cocoon." ( l augh te r )  There's 
g r e a t  f e e l i n g  throughout d i f f e r e n t  s ec t ions  of the  s t a t e .  "Oh, no," he 
s a i d ,  "I j u s t  c a n ' t  be l i eve  it. That 's  a l l  passe." Well, t h e  day t h e  
b i l l  was c a l l e d  up, t h e r e  was 2,500 people marching around outs ide .  
( l augh te r )  I s a i d  t o  him, "That 's  how passe i t  is." I s a i d ,  "Next week 
you b e t t e r  have 5,000 down here." ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: Did he take  your advice,  s i r ?  

A: But he was amazed. He couldn ' t  be l ieve  t h a t  t h a t  condi t ion  s t i l l  
ex i s t ed  i n  the  s t a t e .  And it w i l l  e x i s t  a s  long a s  mankind is  a l i v e .  

Q: Yes, sir. ( l augh te r )  Well. Were t h e r e  any o the r  types of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  besides t h e  parochia l  school a i d  t h a t  they  were involved 
wi th ,  s i r ?  

A: Well, we were t ry ing  t o  ge t  a i d  f o r  t he  CTA [Chicago Trans i t  
Authori ty] .  See, t he  board of educat ion and t h e  CTA were usually t h e  
Chicago main t h r u s t ,  they were cons t an t ly  needing money. And it  was 
q u i t e  a  chore t o  ge t  t h e  Republican s i d e  t o  even g ive  them a s n i f f .  
They had t h e i r  reasons why they were aga ins t  it. I remember about 1959, 
1961, 1963, we were t ry ing  t o  get school k ids  i n  Chicago t o  r i d e  
ha l f - f a r e  and our argument f o r  i t  was t h a t  downstate t he  buses picked 
the  k ids  up and i n  Chicago the  kid had t o  go t o  school and pay a 
s t r a i g h t  f a r e  f o r  t r anspor t a t ion .  And i t  appl ied  i n  t h e  main, I 
presume, t o  high school s tudents .  Well, t he re  was a couple of guys t h a t  
thought t h a t  the  high school  k i d s  t h a t  were involved were a l l  Cathol ic  


















































































































































































































































