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Volume 1

Thomas A. MéGloon

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE'1

Q: First of all some vital statistics. What is your birthdate, sir?

A: December 18, 1911.

Q: And where were you born, sir?

A: I was born at 1425 Homan Avenue in Chicago.

Q: How long did you live at that address, sir?

A: Oh, I don't know how long my mother and father lived there. And from
there, we moved over to Fifth Avenue and Millard. And in 1920, my dad
and mother bought a house at 1258 North Central Avenue, that was in
north Austin, and I lived there for thirty years. And then I moved over
to 5964 West Adams and I lived there for twenty years.

Q: Is that where you're living now, sir?

A: No. Then I moved from Austin, and I went to 400 East Randolph. And,
two years ago, I moved to 1360 North Lake Shore Drive where T presently
reside.

Q: What was your father's name, sir?

A: James Charles.

Q: And where was he born, sir?

A: He was born at Clinton, Iowa.

Q: Do you recall the year of his birth, sir?

A: 1879,




Q: Can you give us some description of his family background?

A: Well, he was educated, at least partway through his elementary
schools, in Clinton. And he had five brothers. There were six boys in
the family and my dad was the oldest. And they moved to Chicago around
the vicinity of Western Avenue and Fulton where he attended the
elementary schools and graduated. And I think that he might have gone a
couple of years to high school but, if my memory serves me correctly, he
had to go back to night school to get his high school to get into law
school. In those days, you didn't need any pre—-legal education, you
could go right into law school., And I think he graduated from Kent
College of Law along about 1919, 1918, around in there.

Q: And did you know your grandfather on your father's side?

A: Oh, yes., Yes. He was a rallroad man, as were the whole family. My
father was a dining car conductor and he used to make a run between
Chicago and Denver, Colorado, on special trains. His brother Ollie was
a switchman and his brother Art was a brakeman, they were all railroad
men. Cause in those days that was all there was for the Irish to do.

Q: I see. (laughter) Yes, sir. Was this all on the same line?

A: No, they were on different lines. They were on the Milwaukee line,
the Northwestern line. (pause) My Uncle Art, who was in his eighties
when he died, he was still working.

Q: Oh, is that right?

A: Yes, as a brakeman.

Q: For which line was that, sir?

A: I forget which line he was working.

Q: And you say ydur grandfather was also with the railroad?

A: My grandfather was a yard superintendent. And he got caught in the
big strike of 1917, 1918, or 1919—I forget when it came along--and that
broke his seniority but he always worked in railroads until the day he
diedo

Q: Was he born in Iowa?

A: He was born in the Finger Lake area in the State of New York.

Q: Oh?

A: And, to the best that I've ever been able to track the family down,

there were five brothers that settled in the Finger Lake area in—I
think that his mother might have been pregnant when she left Ireland and
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came over and when she got to this country, why, my grandfather was
born. My grandmother was born in Ireland, my father's mother. And I
think she was out of Clare.

Q: Then neither your father or mother are living yet, I guess,

A: No. No, they're both deceased. My father died Christmas Day in 1943
and my mother died in 1950. :

Q: Now, you say you lived on the west side of Chicago. You were . . .
A: West slde all my life.

Q: All your life there.

A: Yes.

Q: Do you remember anything about the home in which you were born?

A: (laughs) No.

Q: Nothing at all.

A: No. I think it was an apartment. Probably a two—flat apartment.

Q: What is the first home that you have memories of in the west side?

A: Well, I can remember the apartment we lived in on Colorado and
Millard. (pause) I was in the fifth grade when we moved and I can
remember well the home at 1258 North Central. That was the first. It
was a brand new house that my father and mother bought. It was a
five-room bungalow and the first thing that my dad did was cut a dormer
up in the attic and built a room for me and I'll never forget the room
because, if it was a hundred on the outside, it was a hundred and ten on
the inside. (laughter) And, if it was zero on the outside, it was ten
below on the inside of the room.

Q: Did you have brothers or sisters?

A: T have one sister four and a half years younger than me.

Q: Is she still living?

A: She's still 1living. She's a schoolteacher, retired about two years.

Q: Where did she teach? Here in Chicago?

At Yes. She taught deaf-oral children. And then, her last jJob when she
retired, why, she was on the street calling on departments of personnel,
the heads and vice—presidents, to place these deaf children that were
being educated in the board of education system, to get them jobs.




Q: Where did you start to school, sir?
A: In first grade?
Q: Yes, sir.

A: Well, I went to a girls high school in first grade. (laughter) They
took boys one through fourth grade at Providence High School. And it

was located at Harrison and Kedzie. And, in fifth grade, I went to St.

Angela's Elementary School, graduated in 1925. And I matriculated at
St. Phillip's High School and went two years to there and then, my third
year, my father being a very wise man, when I hit sixteen, got me off
the street and I found myself in a boarding school for my third and
fourth years in high school. (chuckles) And I graduated from St.
Viator's High School located at Bourbomnais, Illinois.

Q: Do you remember anything about your attendance at the girls high
school?

A: I can remember that there were two children sat behind one desk and
there would probably be about fifteen or twenty children in the
classrooms. And there was a half a dozen or eight boys in every room
and ten or twelve girls. (pause) I know two people that are still
alive that were in my room.

Q: Oh?

A: Two brothers named Gorman.

Q: Are you still in communication with them, you say?

A: Oh, yes. I see them quite frequently.

Q: Why was it you went to the girls school?

A: First, second, third and fourth grade.

Q: Why did your parents decide . . .

A: Well . . ., (laughs) My mother was an exceptional woman and the
firat four grades at Providence High School, she thought the kids got a
little bit better education. And maybe they dids And when you hit

fifth grade you had to cross the street and go over to Our Lady of
Sorrows to grammar school.

Q: Was that girls high school a parochial school, then?
A: Oh, yes. Providence High School. Taught by the Providence nuns.

Q: So your religion at that time was Catholic?
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A: Was Catholic.

Q: You are Catholic now.

A: S5till Catholic.

Q: Do you recall any of the teachers at that first scﬁool?

A: (pause) No, I don't., No, I don't. I recall one teacher that I had
between fifth and eighth grade at St., Angela's and I've even forgotten
her name. But she was an outstanding woman and made an impression on me
as a young boy.

Q: In what way?

A: Well, in her firmness and her attitude and her diligence to the care
of the kids and seeing that you got an education in reading, writing and
arithmetic.

Q: Was she a specialized teacher in any way?
A: No. No. In those days there was no specialty teaching at all.

Q: So the teacher in the room where you attended taught all the classes
at that time.

A: They'd have a grade. Fifth grade teacher, sixth grade teacher.
Q: Do you remember any of the classwork at that time, sir?

A: Well, I can remember that, unlike today, we had to commit to memory
multiplication tables and percentage tables. And, in eighth grade, they
exposed us a little bit to algebra and I had a good basic education in
reading, writing and arithmetic, the three "R's,” and I don't think the
children of today get that kind of an education. And writing. They
taught us the Palmer method and each kid had to get up and read a little
bit every day and recite a little bit and you had to commit to memory
and « « « I don't know what methods they use today but . . . (pause)

Q: Did you enjoy the school, sir?

A: Oh, yes, I can never remember being unhappy in school.

Q: What kind of sports did you engage in in the school there, sir?

A: I played basketball and football in high school, and baseball. And
then, after I got out of high school, I went out for DePaul University's
baskethall team but, because I didn't come with a so-called "ride” or

scholarship of any kind, why, I was cut the first day and never had a
basketball in my hand.




Q: Well! (laughs)

A: And then I started to play with a team at Columbus Park and I played
in the Forester Basketball League. And three years straight, the team I
was on, we were the city champions and we'd travel to Pittsburgh and
played the champions in Pittsburgh. We had a pretty good basketball
team. And the team in Columbus Park, we were a group of unknown young
guys and the only thing that matched was the top of the uniform which
was blue and gold and our name was the Midwest Owls. We made it to the
Chicago American citywide championship that was being played at the old
amusement park that was at 63rd and White City. The first year, we made
it to the semifinals where we were beat. And the second year we were
beat in the quarterfinals. All we were, were a makeshift group of guys.
(laughter) There was about nine.

Q: Was this a semi-pro type . . .

A: It was a semi-pro type of a league, yes. With the Foresters, I was
paid $7.50 a Sunday to play.

Q: Who backed the teams?

A: Well, the Columbus Park team, we supported ourselves.

Q: Oh?

A: Yes. (laughs) With the Forestry league, why, the Holy Ghost chapter
of the Catholic Order of Foresters backed the basketball team. Ray
Meyer used to play in the league. Charley Murphy, an All-American
center from Loyola, was our center. There was some pretty good
material.

Q: What position did you play, sir?

At I was a forward.

Q: A forward.

A: Under today's market, I'd be a midget.

Q: I see. (laughs) Yes, sir.

A: Then, if you had a guy six foot or six foot one, you had a giant.

Q: Yes, sir. When you were in high school, do you remember any of the
particular teachers there that perhaps influenced you?

A: Well, there was a priest named Father Braddock who was out of St.
Louis. And there was a priest named Father Kelly who was the great man
back of all the athletic teams in the college and the high school.
(pause) That's about—=—it's been a long time. Thirty . . .
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Q: Yes, sir. What do you remember particularly about Father Braddock?
A: Well, he was a tough guy and the discipline was very strict around
there. And-he-—if a kid stepped out of line, he got more than slapped,
he got punched. (laughter)

Q: Did he teach a particular curriculum?

A: Yes, he used to teach history. And . . . golly, I should remember

the names of more teachers than those two. If I think of them, I'11l . .,

Q: Yes. Were there high school clubs to which you belonged, of any
sort?

A: Oh, there was a couple of thems But their names slip me now. And
all high schools have got clubs and kids all get into one.

There was a Father McGuire who was later the president of the college
that he taught.

Q: What did he teach, sir, what subject?

A: I think he taught English. He was one of the first priests who went
with Roosevelt on the question of labor. And he was a great labor
backer. Roosevelt used to call him to Washington to confer with him
quite frequently.

Q: Did you have any particular types of course in high school that you
liked better than others?

A: (pause) Oh, I 1iked history and I 1liked English. I hated
mathematics and still hate it. Took Spanish from a little priest that
had been driven out of Mexico, in those days there was great movement
against Catholic priests in Mexico. And his pame was Salos, Padre
Salos. He didn't speak a word of English and none of the kids taking
the class spoke a word of Spanish and I think the teacher and the
students finished the year both knowing exactly what they did when the
course started. (laughter)

Q: Teaching Spanish-without being able to explain it in English, huh?
A: Yes. (laughter)

Q: Were you active in any dramatic plays and that sort of thing?

A: No.

Q: Not at all.

A: No.




Q: When did you learn to play the piano, sir?

A: Well, I learned to play the piano-—my mother had been trained for
grand opera and she had a beautiful soprano voice, and she played the
piano. And, like all kids, I had lessons and the teachers would tell my
mother that I was talented but I wouldn't practice. Or I'd learn the
plece and not do it like they wanted it. S0, I would say that I
probably had about two years all together of lessons.

I really learned to play the pilano from a kid that lived across the
street from me named Ed Swital whose family were educating him to be a
professional musician. And he was about twelve or thirteen years old,
maybe fourteen, and he took lessons from a fellow named Charley Garland
who had an advanced sophistication school on State Street. I remember
that Swital's father worked for the City of Chicago and the lessons in
those days were $15.00 a half hour which was an exorbitant sum. And
everything that Garland taught Swital, Swital would come out and teach
me at home. So I really learned to play the piano from a kid that lived
across the street from me.

Q: Second hand. Did you enjoy the piano?

At Oh, yes. I still fool around a little bit with it. But, at one
period of my life, I was a very, very good piano player.

Q: Did you play at recitals and that sort of thing?

A: No, no. I played all popular music. T played with an orchestra once
in awhile. But mainly it was for my own amusement or the amusement of
my friends.

Q: Do you recall any of the orchestras that you played with, any
particular groups?

A: No. They were usually pick-up. Kids that . . . I used to spend my
summers when I was in law school working up at the Dells. And the
Dellview Hotel had dinner music there. The main dance pavilion was a
place called the Purple Grackle and half the band from the Purple
Grackle would come over and play at the Dellview Hotel and the other
half would go into Kilborn, Wisconsin and play at some restaurant down
there. Well, they needed a piano player to play at the Dellview Hotel,
so I played with the half of the band that came over to the Dellview.

Q: (pause) What kind of person was your father, sir?

A: He was a very genteel man. I would say that he was self-educated,
other than the law school. He was vitally interested in history, the
history of the country. Every year the whole family had to go and take
a six-week motor trip where we visited through the east, through Boston
and through historical places. And he was a very generous man. (pause)
And a very smart guy. (pause) I didn't think that he was as smart as
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he was till I was about thirty-five years of age and then I knew that
everything he had told me to do was right.

Q: Yes, sir! (laughter) And it didn't seem so at the time.
A: NO.
Q: Was he a very strict person, sir?

A: No., No. (pause) He'd have given me the house and the lot 1if I'd
have asked for it, but he would never let me use his car.

Q: Oh? Well. (laughter)
A: And he was right on that one, too.
Q: I see. (laughs) Yes, sir.

A: No, he was a very generous man. He was a bug on baseball, wanted to
make a professional baseball player out of me.

Q: Oh?

At And I took to all sports except baseball. Later I thought that the
reason I turned against it, my earliest recollection of anything was
having a baseball in my hand and a mitt on my hands So I veered away
from baseball. But I did play on the high school team as a catcher and
then I played--1 used to—--oh, I caught a dozen games. In those days,
the city hall would have a baseball league and they'd always have a
"ringer"” pitcher and a "ringer" catcher come in as the battery. I
caught a dozen games in that league.

Q: Did you go much to professional baseball games?

A: I used to go a couple of times a week with my father.

Q: Oh?

A: Yes. He was a White Sox fan.

Q: Oh.

A: Yes.

Q: Is the White Sox park-—that's not toward the west side. That's out .

A: No, that's the south side.

Q: South side, yes. What type person was your mother, sir?
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A: My mother was a graduate of high school, studied voice for a number
of years. She was as smart as a whip and she ran her household with a
firm hand. And any discipline that was brought about in the house was
the discipline that my mother enforced. And she was a very active c¢lub
woman. She was the state president of the Daughters of Isabella. And
very active in the Altar and Rosary Soeclety. She was the chairman of
the annual fund-raiser that our St. Angela‘'s parish used to have. She
was a smart woman.

When she passed away there were busloads of people that came from Peoria
and Rockford and Rock Island and Champaign and Springfield came down to
her wake., And it was the most impressive recollection that I think I
could have. She was a very well regarded woman. And a great woman,
great lady. (pause)

Q: So her travels, then, she traveled throughout the state in this?
A: Oh, yes. 5Sure. Yes.
Q: Did you go with her at any time, that sort of thing?

A: Oh, no. No, no. I just marveled at the busloads of people that came
down to her wake. It was very impressive, very lasting on my memory.

Q: So she was the one that--did you have many whippings there? Was she
one to whip?

A: Oh, if I did something that called for the rod, I caught the rod.
(laughs) Yes.

Q: Is that what she used? What did she whip you with?

A: Oh, she'd pick up anything that was handy. A broom . . . (laughter)
Q: I see.

A: She'd hit you with her open hand. (laughter)

Q: (pause) What was your first job, sir?

A: Well, I would say--1 used to deliver groceries and . . . but I'd say
the first job I got I was--maybe I was fifteen. I was a year under the
age to go to work. And I worked on the floor of the board of trade for
James A. Bennett, running messages on the rye and the oats pit. And I
think I made $15.00 a week, my recollection. (pause) And brokers, the
traders themselves were a very generous, liberal group of men and, when
they'd have you get a package of cigarettes, they never took the change.
So I probably averaged $10.00 a week in tips and $15.00 a week in
salary. Which was a lot of money for a kid.

Then I worked at Western Electric summers. Every summer I worked.
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