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w e  Bbard WIbmdd, A t h a s ,  Illinois, April 28, 1981. 

Elizabeth Canterbury, Interviewer. 

Q: You are the oldest living perscrm who was born in Athens. Naw, we 
would like for you ta tell us sane of your remembrzmcss of Athens. 
Start out by telling us your ftall name, where you were born, ard abcrut 
ycrur f d l y .  

A: M e  Edward NdXmald. I was born in Athens on the 21st day of 
Octaber, 1893. 

A: I@ father was Edward NzDonald atxi my mother was Nettie Virginia  
Price McDonald. 

Q: And your brothers and sisters? 

A: I have twa brothers and three sisters. I'm the oldest one In the 
family. b&ml H-1 ~ a &  ~ W O  than -0 

bmUxx, Price, was eight years younger Vm me to the day. ?tJo 
children in the family died in infancy. One of them was a girl named 
Flormce, and she would have bean ninety ye- old the 21st of 
C c W m ,  the same day I'm eighty-eight. And my youngest brother, if 
held have lived, held have bm eighty years old the 21st day of 
October. 

Q: Three of you born on the same day . . . 
A: The &ame day. The two youngest died young. So, there was six of 
us, and five of us living nw. My ycgu?gest brother, Price, is W. 

Q: W h 2 l t d O y ~ ~ ~ a b o u t y o u r h c a n e l i f e w h e n y o u w l e r e a r e a l  
little boy? 

A: Well, the first place I remember living--1 was born h Athens out 
here whers the Y is now, in a little house that set right in tham 
The neighbors on the one side was a Bob -11 and the other side 
was John Hall. We lived there until I was four or five y m  old. 

A: Well, it was just a -11 three-roam house, I think, with a summer 
kitchen m it. It set back off of the d there with two big shade 
treeis out in front: of it. Along the road there was wild cherry trees, 
big-. I mwnhrthat, too. Wemcnred E m t h e r e  up to a house 



that's not there nm. It set between where Benny Newman lived and 
where &tie Capbell lived where the hause burned dam them. 

Q: Still in the country? 

A: Yes, We rimed in there and lived there until  I w a s  six or seven 
y- old when we w e d  to Pe-. We was d m  there a b u t  a year 
and then mwed back to Athens .  (c;huckles) 

A: There was a coal mine. He went down there to follw the coal 
mine. He went there to work in the coal mine an;l it didn't p m e  cut 
successful. So, he c a w  backandgot a jobhere at Athens. 

Q: So, your father was a coal miner? 

A: Yes. A c o a l  w, 

A: I &not lmw too nudl abut that. He wrhd a ranobsr of year. in 
the mine until he got .too old, The last mine he worked m was 
the old, what they called the Peanut Mine, in Springfield. On the 
street as yau go into -tam, just a little b i t  north of North Grand 
A v ~ ,  on the west side there, He worked there for a a l e .  He 
~ ~ r k w d u p a t t h e W ~ ~ ~ s o ~ ~ ~ r k s d u p a t ~ o l d ~ ~ .  He 
worm there more than he did anyplace else. 

Q: T h a s e w e r e m a r A t h m ~ ,  right? 

A: Y e s ,  those mines were near Athens* 

Q: why did he go into Springfield to work in the mine? 

A: There just wasn't no mine here then; they had closed d m .  He 
didn't work there very long. They called that the Pearmt Mine. 

A: He dug coal. Ihen, uhen they first had shot fires, he got to be a 
shot firer. 

a: whatls that? 

A: Theyshootbshots.  Thernhersholda~daysfiredtheircrwn 
shots before they left later in the evening. They found they had shot 
fires. I d m ' t k n m v h a t y e a r t h a t w a ~ ~ .  Ibe l iwethef i r s tmantha t  
fired shots w i t h  h h  was Burt Hennessey; but, I don't h a w .  And, Ed 
-ley fired with h h  for a while. B i l l  B o r n  fired with h h  for a 
while. He shot for a long while, I think. Held fire in the evening 
after all  the man were out. 

Q: Ib yat knar what they did to fire shots? Qn you explain it? 
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A: Well, all the fellaws that dug the coal would build the holes, 
tamp-, put thepowhr and stuff in there. Then, they wouldgo in 
and examine them, the holes, h the evening before they'd tanrped them 
up to see that they were right, you know, To sea that they wasn't too 
big or too small. And, then, after the fellows all went cut, they 
went amund and lit these. 

Q: What kind of pcrwder did they put h the holes? 

A: Black pcrwder. They put it in what they &led--'a made a 
dunmy out of a piece of ppr, heavy b m  paper. Made it al l  stiff, 
you kmw, put a bottan on ~ t ,  after that the powder, and fill it back 
in the hole and put their fuse in there. That would stick out then. 
Theytd tamp it good and solid a d  that fuse. Tanrp it in there, 
good and tight. 

Q: And, then theytd go back later and light it? 

A: well, after go- amund the mine, Father and the other fellaws 
would go around ard light it then. 

Q: What ms the Wer in that? 

A: All danger, But, they nwer had no trouble or mthhg like that. 
Itwasdangerow. Of came, theyexrnnFnedthemoutinthewenbq 
before they let that fellcwtamp it up-theyldtamp themup to see the 
hlas was far magh 'for what  pmder they was putting in them, and 
w- like that. 

Q: So, there was a real skill in digg- the holas and mtting the 
pcrwer in? 

A: Oh, yes. !b see if the holes were drilled to mlm sum they'd 
work. Of cause, I n e w  worked in a coal mine myself--just a day or 
two. I had all I wanted. 

Q: Why was that? Why did you lwve the cml mine? 

A: Well, I didn't like it, I just quit. (chuckles) It was an old 
coal dm that my father and Ed Dowhy amed over along Richland 
Creek. Over between Pleasant Plains and Salisbury. They took me wer 
them in the first place when I was fourteen years old. They took me 
out of school to lay coal on top, took cam of the books, and Bell the 
mal. Well, that ws all right up until April when the canrtry mines 
sold no mal in the summertime, just wagon trade was all we had. So, 
I got IIP a job on the farm and when the fall cam I didn't go 
back* (chuckles) 

Q: Y c u  decided you liked farm life better than ycu did coal mFnjxbg? 

A: That coal mine wasn't a paying propcxsition. For what time I was 
there in March and April, I never got no money out of it because they 
didn't t a k a  enough money to live off of. 
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Q: Letts go back to ycxlr earl life at ham, now. After you made the 

sis- born at that the? 
fl secondn\rwe, whtdidycudowththefamily? Wereycnzrbvothersand 

A: They WEIS a l l  born whan we aver at that coal mine at Pleasant 
Plains. My youngest sister was blind as a baby you lam, three years 
old. 

A: I d o n t t ~ t o o r n u c h a b o u t t h a t .  I k n w o n e t h i n g I h a d t o  
work when I was a b u t  ten years old. I Ellways had sawthhg to do, 
same khd of a job, or samethhg, 

Q: What kind of work did you do when you were ten? 

A: Well, I lived oezt there in the country. I hauled water out to the 
field to the thrashers, you Imw. In them days, they used their 
binder, cut the &eat you knm, dmppd it on the gmud, ami thm mn 
shocked it. Well, I hauled water to them W they was putting it up 
there; and, whentheystartedthmshhq, whyIgotahorseadbuggy 
and hauled water to them, yau )awxJ. Then, a m  I mrked in  Pl-t 
P l a l n s i n t h a t ~ ~ ,  Iwent toworkonafarmuwrthereandI  
stayed w i t h  it until we w e d  back to Athens. 

did you do an the farm? 

Q: What age were you when you did that? 

A: I was fifteen that fall. 

Q: Where did you go to school? Tell us c h u t  school life. 

A: Athem, what time Iw@nt. (chuckles) 

Q: Why? Doyaulaww? 

Q: Y o u  man if there was a job that you could do . . . 
A: Y e ,  herd cattle, first one thing and the other. Themdays, same 
of them Led h o r n  to Springfield too, you know. Drive all in the 
buggy behjnd them, you Icncrw, and haul yau back. I got that jab wery 
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once in a a l e .  I wrw't suppose to be doing it; but, I dcne it 
anyhow. I t m k a l i ~ ~ ~ ~ g o t ~ .  

Q: YOU man your family didn't approve? 

A: Oh, no, Mey wanted to go to -1. Eut, I couldn't go to 
school if I had samething to do. 

Q: You'd rather esm m y  than go to &ml? All right. How long 
did you go to smc~l? 

A: I went up until I was abcrut halfway thnxrgh the eighth grade. 
ThmIvren ta re r to tba tcoa lmine ,  withmydad, ontopthere, w i t h  
that corsl and stuff lhthat. 

A: Well, I mmahr a few of them. I mmnbr ane in particular, 
claim -ton; then, I went to Ida smith. I went to ~ina Britton. 
And, Ira Branstcln. Went to Bell Tozier. And, Morford Bennett's 
sis*; I towet tauit her first Mms was. I went ug to her, too. I 
M i e v e  I mnt to Junior Williane, too, part of the year aur tima. I 
f 0 r g e t w h o I w a s g o ~ t o ~ I ~ t ~ l a n d ~ ~ t h a t ~  
mine. 

A: No. b n l y t h i n g I c a n ~ i s e v e r y t h I g o t a ~ 1  
stayed out of school. (chuckles) 

Q: And, parmslnslrtly after the middle of the eighth grade? 

A: W e l l ,  we all had the maasles ard stuff like that. I had a t  they 
called ti- typhoid fever one year. Early that fall I w m t  art and 
gaularca a lot of walnuts and hickory nub before they was ripe, 
cracbdthanandeatthemwhentheywasgreen. 'Lheynadenrrsick. I 
had a mqh go, pretty near leaving this world. 

Q: Haw old wem you than? 

A: About ten y e w  old. 

A: I didn't go to a d-r. The ddoctor canu, there. Old D x  W. 

Q: Tell about that, thatlll 33e interesting. 



Q: Haw did you feel a b u t  that? Do yau rmmbr? 

A: Ah, I was just a kid. I wasn't very interested. Anyhcrw, it was 
cool weather, LII Naverdxir sane t i n s ,  I was sidk. My father went d m  
tothestomandsarrabodyhadbrunginsamcrxlntry~usage, justhog 
sausage, just beztclwred and brought scane in t o  the store like they 
used to, ycru kncrw. We bzQught strme hme. I &led them Cmkhg. I 
wanted same of than. Of c c x m ~ ,  they &dntt give it to ma. I 
cried. He finally w e n t  dcrwn to Doc hbdd. Doc MU& told them, 'IGfve 
it to him. He's go- to die anyhow. ~ i v e  it to him. He's not going 
to get well.tt So, they give me that sausage, I d d n l t  swallaw it, 
d d n %  eat the sausage. I couldn't swallow it. So, I made them 
understand I wanted scans bread. I put that bread right in that grease 
off of that sausage, just little fb crunbs; anl, I ate a big slice 
of bread that way, .that eveahgo Before held give it to me, ha went 
d m  to Mudd and Doc MuW said, +Give it to him, he's going to die 
anyhc~w.~+ So, I eat that. And, W next mmhg I felt a whole lot 
better, a b  m~ sausage. Dad w m t  right duwnbwn and got  more. So, 
I had sausage. So, that sausage hsaled up my staaMch, that grease off 
that musage. 

A: 1 c c r u l . d n ' t t e l l y o u a b a r t ~ t .  W h e n I w i u s i n t h e ~ I h a d t h e  
~ ~ h a ~ t o m a ~ f m d r M d r v g W t s a u r w i n e o v e r t h e r e  
in F'rmce; It was eating intony sbmch. Theyh2Ld a M r  f m N e w  
HEuapshire, the hills of New Hmqshim, what we'd call a hill-billy 
doctor. He h e w  nothing. I was laying a t  in an old -, on old 
bl- and things. I was cmking in the kitchm at that the0 I 
laid there and kept getting worse all ths time. That dcctor, he 
didn'tknawwhatto do, So, I finally told hjm to go dam to the 
kit-, a l l  they had was sane real fat bacon; I told him to go dawn 
t o t h e ~ ~ a n d c m k u p s o a n e o f  thatbaconandbrawnthegmase 
realgoodandbmmnandbrirgmeupscnneof thatgreaseandscrms 
bread. They did. I died it up and I ate it. And, I W a d  up. 

A: Yeah* 

Q: Well, a t  takes us up to the war, then. aS yau were grcrwing up 
now, h w  old were ycru when World War I started? 

A: I: was, let's see, I don't hm just hcrw old I was. World W a r  I 
s ~ i n . ,  0 
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A: Of mmae thm I was faurteen and sewn, that's twmty-ane, I was 
twenty-me then. I went into the reserves. I enlisted in Springfield 
jin the fsderal reserves. We was, two or three of us here: one was 
George Garrett, he enlisted, too. He went up to Cmp G r a n t .  He was a 
tinsmith, George was. H e  went up there right away. They needed him. 
Me and mother fdlaw enlisted and they didn't call us until October. 

Q: What was his name? 

A: IXule. IXtne. m y  sent us to Camp Midligan, camp Custer, 
Michegan. So, he didn't stay with us. H e  t r a n s f m  aut of the 
cmfiparry andwent to a tank corps war in I-. But, he didn't like 
the signal corps. He was pt in a signal corps. 

Q: What viere you trairaed to do? 

A: Well, I finally ended up in the kitchan, cooking. I had a nigger 
cook. (chuckLes) The second lieutenant: was our ccarananding officer 
fram louisville, Kentucky. And, he didn't like a nigger. And, I 
didn't like one either. And, I mde it known. So, I had trouble in 
the kitchen with the niggers; so, he ccmea in and gets me and says, 
I1Ycu go d m  there and take am of that nigger," he says. (chuckles) 
I 1 R u n  him off.'' That was just pickhg-s for me. So, I went dam to the 
kitchen and toak war the kitchen. tmk charge of it. I was there a 
couple three days and it was cleaned up pretty well and everything. 
It looked right clean. He said, llYculre doing a pretty gocrl job. We 
just give it t o y a t p z r m ~ m U y , ~  he said.  you f h t  mak.I1 
So. l ae~an iggerwent to rwshscmeputa toes fmsupper tha tn icp t ,  
inagreatbigGIon,  yluklow, andwaahthrrrn, thenpr t themonthe  
stweandcodrthem. HeputthemintheLaMdstartglpu~hgthenm 
the stave without washing them, ycru krscJw. J'wt d k t  and all. I 
hollered, I1Ney, wash them potatoes before you put them m ths 
Ha said, Whols doing this?!' I grabbed the cleaver and I says, "1 
m.I1 And. I took off afterhim. (chuckles) Ami, he run out the 
kitchen door with me after him. Just as I w m t  around the corner 
after the niggar, that lieuhmnt was caning down the street. He 
hollered, Wey, you al l .  Where you goinglH I said, HI1m going to 
chop that nigger.I1 H e  said, Wo, you ain't. You go kack in there.'' 
I said, "Rult nigger . . .I1 H e  said, "Nar, mister, ycu'll go back in  
thera and dm% turn a.murd cause 1'11 turn them loose if you do." So 
that nfgger went back in there and I didn't need to do anything. H e  
said, llYcru run the nigyer off, yaulve got to catch him.I1 

Q: And, you were an KP fm thm on? 

A: I was COOk, f h t  cook frm then on up. 

Q: Well. q l a h  it. 



A: It waa lorq, hard work, you knuw. You get up in the mrning a t  
faur o'clock and never got out of there before eight at night. When 
we got out of the amp them and got overseas, why it was still 
3mUglm than ever. 

Q: W a s  that called a field kitchen? 

A: Wdl, we had field kitchens overseas. Yes. We had them over 
there, but it was awfully hard to get anything to cook. 

Q: What did yau eat if you didn t get it? 

A: Well, we didnlt eat. 

A: Ye&. (dmkles) W e  always had plmty of that b i  , rrxlnd loaves 7 of bread, you Imcrw. It looked like it had sawthzet on t, brown. It 
came in big burlap bags. We always had a bunch of that lay- araud. 
We had all the bread yau could eat. And, then s a m s t b  we'd have 
coffee. We'd only be out of faod for maybe one m, or two; than, 
weld get a chuclcwagon in. 

Q: What wwe smne of the things that you ate when yau cooked h the 
field kitchen? 

A: Well, for a time there they gave us dehydrated vegetables, in 
square cans that hold about LO gallons, No, I don't believe they'd 
hold 10 gallon. It was awful stuff. Sane of them were mixed carrots, 
onions, p&itoes, and all in me can. That stuff was 
a w .  ~ i r q t o ~ ~ e t i t t b e t ~ w e m a r t o f  
anything else. I'd spill it and Rlerything else to get r id of it. 
(chuckles) 

A: We usually had beef, 6 ~ 8 a ~ t h e s  it'd be in pretty poor condition. 
Weld trim it up good and wash it off good--it had salt or d u r n  tm 
it, get it on the stove and COJk it right may. I stayed up many a 
nimt  when weld get a bunch of- beef in that wasn't very good, cook 
that stuff up, p~led up in cans, warm it up, and eat it. 

a: mw many did yau cook for? 

A: (21, yeah, we had plenty of help. We had poor cooks. I had two 
other cooks in there w i t h m e .  We had a mess )rut, he never 
cone t~ the ki-. Me and him had trouble before I ever went in the 
ki-. Hs stayad a t  of there. 



Q: Was the kitchen yaur damin? 

A: Yeah, it was. When I  went in thare I took over. He was saying 
formetotakei tuvex.  So, Idid. I t d c i t m .  

Q: Did he go ewerrseas at the same time that you did? 

A: No. They sent h i m w i t h  sefflebody else. 

A: Well, I can't tell ycru that for sure. I  don't knm. I went in on 
the 28th day of May, 1917. I gat: hme m the 26th day of June, 1919. 

Q: Huw much of that time were you werseas? 

A: I was over ---I don't knuw just hclw long we was averseas. I 
don't kncrw jwt when we got over there, I didn't keep no track of it. 
Of mu~se, when we was maseas, we went aver with a signal outfit and 
we got attached to the F'aurtb Corps. They was o ~ z h q  the Fourth 
Oorps so they put us in at signal corps w. We was in 
Eurape. We was up there in Wtz.  Whgn sigraed the d s t i m ,  we 
warrt from there on up into Maim, Germarry, army occupation. We took 
the left flank: of the troops into CBrmany. 

Q: Tell about v h t  happened when they Ward the d s t i c e .  

A: Wall, there wasn't very rnuch because the evenSng before, we had 
i n s ~ i ~ 7 5 t o h e ~ ~ t o p l l l r n r t a t c n e o ~ c l ~ a r d g o o y a r t h e  
top. We was lay- them in the fmnt, you know. We was a signal 
outfi t ,  

A: No. We weren't in the trenches then. We were in back of the 
tmmbs. Wewereto ld topu l1outa t~o~c loc )c .  So- 
ammA ten olclocik or a little after, the nrmor cane thnxqh 9 U  wet until yculre notified." We laid there al l  night. Then, the 
naxtrnmingithadklndof g o t ~ a r o u n d t h a t ~ ~ g o f n g ~ b e  
an dstice a t  elwen o'clock. It had finally gotten around. Sane 
of the fell- up an the front gat away and got back, you know. So, 
we laid arrJund until elwen o' clock. And, that was it, 

Q: Hm did you knuw that was the end? 

Q: Oh. 

A: Th@ Germanr;l quit shooting right then. Well, everyhAy did* Our 
b o y s e v l d t h e ~ , t o o .  

Q: like dead silence, 
















































