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Archie Edward McDonald, Athens, Illinois, April 28, 1981.
Elizabeth Canterbury, Interviewer.

Q: You are the oldest living person who was born in Athens. Now, we
would like for you to tell us some of your remenmbrances of Athens.
Start out by telling us your full name, where you were born, and about
your family.

A: Archie Edward McDonald. I was born in Athens on the 21st day of
October, 1893.

Q: And who were your parents and the rest of your family?

A: My father was Edward McDonald and my mother was Nettie Virginia
Price McDonald.

Q: And your brothers and sisters?

A: I have two brothers and three sisters. I'm the oldest one in the
family. My brother, Herman, was two years younger than me., My
brother, Price, was eight years younger than me to the day. Two
children in the family died in infancy. One of them was a girl named
Florence, and she would have been ninety years old the 21st of
October, the same day I'm eighty-eight. And my youngest brother, if
he'd have lived, he'd have been eighty years old the 21st day of

Q: Three of you born on the same day . . .

A: The same day. The two youngest died young. 8o, there was six of
us, and five of us living now. My youngest brother, Price, is dead.

Q: What do you remember about your home life when you were a real
little boy?

A: Well, the first place I remember living--I was born in Athens out
here where the Y is now, in a little house that set right in there.
The neighbors on the one side was a Bob Campbell arnd the other side
was John Hall. We lived there until I was four or five years old.

Q: Can you remember what the house was like?

A: Well, it was just a small three-room house, I think, with a sumer
kitchen on it. It set back off of the road there with two big shade
trees out in front of it. Along the rvad there was wild cherry trees,
big ones. I remember that, too. We moved from there up to a house
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that's not there now. It set between where Benny Newman lived and
where Artie Campbell lived where the house burhed down there.

Q: Still in the country?

A: Yes. We moved in there and lived there until I was six or seven
years old when we moved to Petersburg. We was down there about a year
ard then moved back to Athens. (chuckles)

Q: Do you know why?

A: There was a coal mine. He went down there to follow the coal
mine. He went there to work in the coal mine and it didn't prove cut
successful. So, he come back and got a job here at Athens,

So, your father was a coal miner?

Yes. A coal miner.

What can you tell about his days in the coal mine?

2 2R

I don't know too much about that. He worked a number of years in
thec:calmineuntilhegottooold. The last mine he worked in was
the old, what they called the Peamut Mine, in Springfield. On the
street as you go into town, just a little bit north of North Grand
Avenue, on the west side there. He worked there for a while. He
worked up at the Wabash and also worked up at the old Number Two. He
worked there more than he did anyplace else.

Q: Those were near Athens, right?
A: Yes, those mines were near Athens.
Q: Why did he go into Springfield to work in the mine?

A: There just wasn't no mine here then; they had closed down. He
didn't work there very long. They called that the Pearut Mine.

Q: What did he do in the mine?

A: He dug coal. Then, when they first had shot fires, he got to be a
shot firer.

Q: What's that?

A: They shoot the shots. The miners in olden days fired their own
shots before they left later in the evening. They found they had shot
fires. I don't know what year that was. I believe the first man that
fired shots with him was Burt Hennessey; but, I don't know. And, Ed
Dowley fired with him for a while. Bill Borens fired with him for a
while. He shot for a long while, I think. He'd fire in the evening
after all the men were out.

Q: Do you know what they did to fire shots? Can you explain it?
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A: Well, all the fellows that dug the coal would build the holes,
tamp them, put the powder and stuff in there. Then, they would go in
and examine them, the holes, in the evening before they'd tamped them
up to see that they were right, you know, To see that they wasn't too
big or too small. And, then, after the fellows all went out, they
went around and lit these,

Q: What kind of powder did they put in the holes?

A: Black powder They put it in what they called--they'd made a
dummy out of a piece of paper, heavy brown paper. Made it all stiff,
you know, put a bottom on it, after that the powder, and fill it back
in the hole and put their fuse in there. That would stick out then.
They'd tamp it good ard solid around that fuse. Tamp it in there,
good and tight.

Q: And, then they'd go back later and light it?

A: Well, after going around the mine, Father and the other fellows
would go around and light it then.

Q: What was the danger in that?

A:; All danger. But, they never had no trouble or nothing like that.
It was dangerous. Of course, they examined them out in the evening

before they let that fellow tamp it up—they'd tamp them up to see the
holes was far enouh in for what powder they was putting in them, and
everything like that.

Q: So, there was a real gkill in digging the holes and putting the
power in?

At Oh, yes. To see if the holes were drilled to make sure they'd
work. Of course, I never worked in a coal mine myself--just a day or
two. I had all I wanted.

Q: Why was that? Wwhy did you leave the coal mine?

A: Well, T didn't like it. T just quit. (chuckles) It was an old
coal mine that my father and Ed Dowley owned over along Richland
Creek. Over between Pleasant Plains and Salisbury. They took me over
there in the first place when I was fourteen years old. They took me
cut of school to lay coal on top, took care of the books, ard sell the
coal. Well, that was all right up until April when the country mines
sold no coal in the sumertime, just wagon trade was all we had. So,
Igotmeajobonthefaxmandwhenthefallccnnearomﬂ]:didntgo
back. (chuckles)

Q: You decided you liked farm life better than you did coal mining?

A: That coal mine wasn't a paying proposition. For what time I was
there in March and April, I never got no money out of it because they
didn't take encugh money to live off of.
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Q: ]‘.et'sgobacktoymrearlglifeathm, now. After you made the
second move, what did you do with the family? Were your brothers and
sisters born at that time?

A: They was all born when we over at that coal mine at Pleasant

Plains. My youngest sister was blind as a baby you know, three years
old.

Q: What do you remember about your home life when you were growing up
with your brothers and sisters?

A: I don't remember too much about that. I know one thing I had to
work when I was about ten years old. I always had something to do,
some kind of a job, or something.

Q: What kind of work did you do when you were ten?

A: Well, I lived out there in the country. I hauled water out to the
field to the thrashers, you know. In them days, they used their
binder, cut the wheat you know, dropped it on the ground, and then men
shocked it. Well, I hauled water to them when they was putting it wp
there; and, when they started thrashing, why I got a horse and buggy
and hauled water to them, you know. Then, after I worked in Pleasant
Plains in that coal mine, I went to work on a farm over there and I
stayed with it until we moved back to Athens.

Q: What did you do on the farm?

A: Oh, just general work: cut birch in the wintertime; in the
sumertime sowed corn.

Q: What age were you when you did that?

A: T was fifteen that fall.

Q: Where did you go to school? Tell us about school life.

A: Athens, what time I went. (chuckles)

Q: Tell us about it.

A: I was a very poor attendant.

Q: Why? Do you know?

A: Yes. Every time all these Jews around here see we on my feet in
the morning before I went to school and they wanted me to do something
for them, well I didn't go to school. I went with the Jew. (chuckles)
Q: You mean if there was a job that you could do . . .

A: Yeah, herd cattle, first one thing and the other. Them days, some

of them led horses to Springfield too, you know. Drive all in the
buggy behind them, you know, and haul you back. I got that job every
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once in a while. I wasn't suppose to be doing it; but, I done it
anyhow. I took a licking when I got home.

Q: You mean your family didn't approve?

A: ©Oh, no, they wanted me to go to school., But, I couldn't go to
school if I had something to do.

Q: You'd rather earn money than go to school? All right. How long
did you go to school?

A: I went up until I was about halfway through the eighth grade.

Then I went over to that coal mine, with my dad, on top there, with
that coal and stuff like that.

Q: Do you remember some of your teachers you had in school?

A: Well, I remember a few of them. I remember one in particular,
Claire Danston; then, I went to Ida Smith. I went to Nina Britton.
And, Ira Branston. Went to Bell Tozier. And, Morford Bennett.'s
sister; I forget what her first name was. I went up to her, too. I

believe I went to Junior Williams, too, part of the year one time. I
forget who I was going to when I quit school and went to that coal

Q: Can you remember anything in particular about any of these
teachers?

A: No. Only thing I can remember is every time I got a chance I
stayed ocut of school. (chuckles)

Q: And, permanently after the middle of the eighth grade?
A: Yeah.

Q: Tell about your family's health and your health when you were
growing up. Did you have any health problems?

A: Well, we all had the measles and stuff like that. I had what they
called titus typhoid fever one year. Early that fall I went out and
gathered a lot of walnuts and hickory muts before they was ripe,
cracked them ard eat them when they was green. They made me sick. I
had a rouwgh go, pretty near leaving this world.

Q: How old were you then?

A: About ten years old.

Q: Did you go to the doctor? Did they have a doctor?

A: I didn't go to a doctor. The doctor came there. Old Doc Mudd.

Q: Tell about that, that'll be interesting.
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A: Well, T don't know. He come over there to see me. About the only
thing I remember is my throat, you know, I couldn't swallow anything.
I remember hearing Doc Mudd tell my mother that he can't get well.

Q: How did you feel about that? Do you remember?

A: 2h, I was just a kid. I wasn't very interested. Anyhow, it was
cool weather, in November scme time, I was sick. My father went down
to the store and somebody had brung in some country sausage, just hog
sausage, just butchered and brought some in to the store like they
used to, you know. He brought some home. I smelled them cooking. I
wanted some of them. Of course, they wouldn't give it tome. I
cried. He finally went down to Doc Mudd. Doc Mudd told them, "Give
it to him. He's going to die anyhow. Give it to him. He's not going
to get well." So, they give me that sausage. I couldn't swallow it,
couldn't eat the sausage. I couldn't swallow it. So, I made them
wderstand I wanted some bread. I put that bread right in that grease
off of that sausage, just little fine crumbs; and, I ate a big slice
of bread that way, that evening. Before he'd give it to me, he went
down to Doc Mudd and Doc Mudd said, "Give it to him, he's going to die
anyhow." So, I eat that. And, the next morning I felt a whole lot
better, ate more sausage. Dad went right downtown and got more. So,
I had sausage. So, that sausage healed up my stomach, that grease off
that sausage.

Q: So, that was the beginning of your getting better. Were there any
home remedies that they gave you trying to help you?

A: I couldn't tell you about that. When I was in the army I had the
same thing happen to me caused from drinking that sour wine over there
in France; it was eating into my stomach. They had a doctor from New
Hampshire, the hills of New Hampshire, what we'd call a hill-billy
doctor. He knew nothing. I was laying cut in an old tent, on old
blankets and things. I was cooking in the kitchen at that time., I
laid there and kept getting worse all the time. That doctor, he
didn't know what to do. So, I finally told him to go down to the
kitchen, all they had was some real fat bacon; I told him to go down
to the kitchen and cook up some of that bacon and brown the grease
real good and brown and bring me up some of that grease and some
bread. They did. I crumbled it up and I ate it. And, I healed up.

Q: Your cwn home remedy.
A: Yeah,

Q: Well, that takes us up to the war, then. As you were growing up
now, how old were you when World War I started?

A: T was, let's see, I don't know just how old I was. World War I
started in . . .

Q: It started in 1914 . . .
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A: Of course then I was fourteen and seven, that's twenty-cne, I was
twenty-one then. I went into the reserves. I enlisted in Springfield
in the federal reserves. We was, two or three of us here: one was
George Garrett, he enlisted, too. He went up to Camp Grant. He was a
tinsmith, George was. He went up there right away. They needed him.
Me and another fellow enlisted and they didn't call us until October.

Q: VWhat was his name?

A: Dune. Roy Dune. They sent us to Camp Michigan, Camp Custer,

Michigan. So, he didn't stay with us. He transferred ocut of the

company and went to a tank corps over in Iowa. But, he didn't like
the signal corps. He was put in a signal corps.

Q: What were you trained to do?

A: Well, I finally ended up in the kitchen, cocking. I had a nigger
cook, (chuckles) The second lieutenant was our commanding officer
from ILouisville, Kentucky. And, he didn't like a nigger. And, 1
didn't like one either, 2nd, I made it known. So, I had trouble in
the kitchen with the niggers; so, he comes in and gets me and says,
"You go down there and take care of that nigger," he says. (chuckles)
"Run him off." That was just pickings for me. So, I went down to the
kitchen and took over the kitchen, took charge of it. I was there a
couplethreadaysanditwascleanedup pretty well and everything

It looked right clean. He said, "You're doing a pretty good jcb. We
just give it to you permanently," he said. "Make you first cook."

So, me and a nigger went to wash some potatoes for supper that night,
magreatbigGI can, you know, and wash them, then put them on the
stove and cook them. He put them in there and started putting them on
the stove without washing them, you know. Just dirt and all. I
hollered, "Hey, wash them potatoes before you put them on the stove."
He said, "Who's doing this?" I grabbed the cleaver and I says, "I
am." And, I took off after him. (chuckles) And, he run out the
kitchen door with me after him. Justastentamﬁthecomer
after the nigger, that lieutenant was cammg down the street. He
hollered, "Hey, you all. Where you going?" I said, "I'm going to
chop that nigger." He said, "No, you ain't. You go back in there."

I said, "That nigger . . ." He said, "Now, mister, you'll go back in
ﬂmramﬂdon'tturnamundcausellltumthemlooseifymdo" So
thatniggerwentbackinthereandIdidn'tneedtodoanythmg. He
said, "You run the nigger off, you've got to catch him."

Q: And, you were on KP from then on?

A: I was cook, first cook from then on up.

Q: Okay. Then tell about some of those experiences, in the kitchen.
A: No. (chuckles) Some of them are pretty rough. (chuckles)

Q: Well, explain it.
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A: It was long, hard work, you know. You get up in the morning at
four o'clock and never got out of there before elght at mqht. When
we got out of the camp there and got overseas, why it was still
rougher than ever.,

Q: Was that called a field kitchen?

A: Well, we had field kitchens overseas. Yes. We had them over
there, but it was awfully hard to get anything to cook.

Q: What did you eat if you didn't get it?

A: Well, we didn't eat.

Q: You just went without?

of bread, you know. It looked like it had sawdust on rown. It
came in big burlap bags. We always had a bunch of that laying around.
We had all the bread you could eat. And, then sometimes we'd have

coffee. We'd only be out of food for maybe cne meal, or two; then,
we'd get a chuckwagon in.

A: Yeah. (chuckles) We always had plenty of that bn.? mm loaves
£, b

Q: What were some of the things that you ate when you cocked in the
field kitchen?

A: Well, for a time there they gave us dehydrated vegetables, in
square cans that hold about 10 gallons. No, I don't believe they'd
hold 10 gallon. It was awful stuff. Same of them were mixed carrots,
onions, potatces, and everything all in one can. That stuff was
awful. Trying to cook it. We'd eat it the times we run out of
anything else. I'd gpill it and everything else to get rid of it.
(chuckles)

Qs ?Whenyouatewellwhatwerescmeofthethingsmattheybmmt
you

A: We usually had beef, scmetimes it'd be in pretty poor condition.
We'd trim it up good and wash it off good--it had salt or sodium on
it, get it on the stove and cook it right away. I stayed up many a
night when we'd get a bunch of beef in that wasn't very good, cook
that stuff up, piled up in cans, warm it up, ard eat it.

Q: How many did you cook for?

A: Well, around seventy-five in our company.

Q: You had help in the kitchen?

A: Oh, yeah, we had plenty of help. We had poor cooks. I had two
other cooks in there with me. We had a mess sergeant; but, he never

come to the kitchen. Me and him had trouble before I ever went in the
kitchen. He stayed out of there.




Archie Edward McDonald °

Q: Was the kitchen your domain?

A: Yeah, it was. When I went in there I took over. He was saying
for me to take it over. So, I did. I took it over.

Q: Did he go overseas at the same time that you did?
A: No. They sent him with somebody else.
Q: How long were you overseas?

A: Well, I can't tell you that for sure. I don't know. I went in on
the 28th day of May, 1917. I got hame on the 26th day of June, 1919.

Q: How much of that time were you overseas?

A: I was over there~-I don't know just how long we was overseas. I
don't know just when we got over there. I didn't keep no track of it.
Of course, when we was overseas, we went over with a signal outfit and
we got attached to the Fourth Corps. They was organizing the Fourth
Corps so they put us in at signal corps headquarters. We was in
Eurcpe. We was up there in Metz. when they signed the armistice, we
went from there on up into Mainz, Germany, army occupation. We took
the left flank of the troops into Germany.

Q: Tell about what happened when they declared the armistice.

A: Well, there wasn't very much because the evening before, we had
instructions to be ready to pull out at one o'clock and go over the
top. We was laying there in the front, you know. We was a signal
outfit.

Q: Were you in the trenches?

A: No. We weren't in the trenches then. We were in back of the
trenches. We were told to pull out at one o'clock. So scmewhere
around ten o'clock or a little after, the rumor came through "All
quiet until you're notified."* We laid there all night. Then, the
next morning it had kind of gotten around that there was going to be
an armistice at eleven o'clock. It had finally gotten around. Some
of the fellows up on the front got away and got back, you know. So,
we laid around until eleven o'clock. 2aAnd, that was it.

Q

How did you know that was the end?
Well, we just quit shooting right then.
Q: Oh.

4

¢ The Germans dquit shooting right then. Well, everybody did. oOur
boys and the Germans, too.

Q: Just like dead silence.









































































