PREFACE

This manuscript was made possible by a grant from the Illinois Bicentene
nial Commission, It is the product of a series of tape~recorded inter-
vliews conducted by Rev., N. L. McPherson for the Oral History Office during
the summer of 1974, LaDomna Monge transcribed the tapes; Kay MacLean
audited and edited the transcripts. Mr. McDanlel reviewed and amended

the transcripts; amendments appear in footnotes.

Orville McDaniel was born on September 5, 1904 at Cornland, Illinois;
when he was four years old his family moved to a farm north of Buffalo,
Illinois. He started to grade school in Buffalo, and attended grade
school and high school in Springfield after his family moved there when
he was ten years old. Mr. McDaniel's father, Rev. T. S. McDaniel,

was a charter member and assistant pastor of the Grace AME Church, now
the United Methodist Church in Springfield. Mr. McDaniel attended

that church and served as president of it's Epworth League as a youth.

Mr. McDaniel's fascinatingly varled employment history prior to 1942
includes work in East St. Louis, Kansag City, Memphis, Mississippi

and Ohlo, as well as Springfield. It includes experience as a bell=- -
hop and table walter in Springfield hotels; chauffeuring, butlering and
yard work for Springfield families; work in a steel company, a paper
mill, warehouses and a lumber yard; work in a coal mine, on a highway
crew, on a railroad and on a Mississippi River willow boat; experience

as an apertment house janitor, a redcap and a hobo.

In 1942 Mr, McDaniel was inducted into the army and served until June,
1943, He later became a member of Otis B. Duncan Post 809 of the American




Legion in Springfield; he has served as adjutant and is currently
senlor vice commander of that post. From 1945 to 1967 he worked in
maintenance at Allis-Chalmers in Springfield. He 1s presently employed

at a liquor store near his home in Springfield.

Mr, McDaniel's reminiscences include his childhood, memories of his
activities in the church during his youth, and hig present feelings
about religion, He gives his observations on race relations, and racial
segregation in Springfield theaters, restaurants and housing. He tells
of his experiences with segregation and discrimination as he worked and
traveled in the South, and contrasts the attitudes of Springfieldians
with those of people with whom he came in contact in the South. In
relation to his varied employment, Mr, McDaniel expressed his sentiments
on work and recounts hils experiénces during the Depression. Mr. McDaniel
recalls Legion activities and discusses recent problems in recruiting
new members, and expresses hils feelings on what would be just treatment

of draft evaders and deserters.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
edltor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views

expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and clted freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinols, 62708.




Mr. Orville McDaniel, May, 1974, Springfield, Illinois.

Rev. Negll McPherson, Interviewer.
Q. Now, Mr. McDaniel, you sald you are not a native Springfleldian.

A. No, sir. I was born in Logan County which is just the next
county. I was born in the town of Cornland, Illinols. That's about
twenty-five miles northeast of Springfield.

Q. About how big an acreage was this?

A. Well, I really couldn't say because we left there and went to
Buffalo, out in the country of Buffalo, when I was about I would say
around four years old. But 1f wasn't large, there might've been
twenty or thirty families there. It was just a 1litfle village, really.

The most thing there was a grain mill and farmers.
Q. Now, were these black and white famllies?

A. They was black ard-—yes, a mixed town or village; it was mixed.
Everywhere ever I lived it's been mixed families. We was always in a

mixed neighborhood.
Q. So, how long did you live in Buffalo?

A. Well, as I say, we lived in the viecinity of Buffalo, because we
lived a mile and a half north of Buffalo on the farm for about three
years. Then we moved to Buffalo, and we left there in 1914 when I was

ten years old and moved to Springfield., In fact, my first day of school
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was in Buffalo, although at that time I lived on the farm. And in the
sumeptime we walked a mile and a half to school. In the wintertime—

I have an older sister, two years older than me—-ny dad would take her
and I on horseback to school. Ard once in a while, why, if it wasn't

too bad, he'd drive a buggy. But I can remember when the Snow was So deep
that he put us on horseback; me in front of him, her behind him in the
saddle. We didn't miss any school and they didn't close the school

because of snow, either. They had school every day.
Q. How large was this school?

A. Well, my first school, which the bullding 1s still out at Buffalo-

a friend of mine that happened to be in my class named Raymond Cook, although
he's dead now—the last time I saw him, he had that 1ittle old schoolhouse
in his backyard. It was a one-room schoolhouse with one teacher, ard two
grades. Next to that was a big brick school which took in from the third

to the eighth grades. As I say, I went to that one, too.

Q. 8o you went to the one up through elghth grade? No, you didn't
finish the eighth grade.

A. No, I came to Springfield in the fifth grade. That's when we moved
to Springfield.

Q. About how many students did they have out in the school there out in
Buffalo?

A, I would say this. In the little one-room schoolhouse there was
approximately thirty-five children. That's the children in town and the

farms around., Now, that's in the one-room schoolhouse.
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Q. Is this the one behind his backyard?

A. It wasn't In the man's backyard then, but it is now. But what I'm
saying, when they dismantled it, he bought it as a souvenir, I guess,
but he used it as a workshop. But it was a one-room schoolhouse with
approximately thirty-five children and the one teacher in that school-

house.
Q. Now, the brick school building, was that one room, too?

A. No, the brick school building had two stories and that was about
four rooms to each story. Yes, let's see, the little schoolhouse

had two grades and only one teacher. ©She'd take the grades in the same
roam; first, first row, secord, second row. Now, the brick building
had the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and elghth grades.,

Which was, for back in those days, a coambined high school., As I

say, when we moved to Springfield I was in the fifth grade, and my

oldest sister was in the seventh.

Q. So they had just one teacher then for the . . .
A, PFor the small, yes, one teacher,

Q. How many did they have for the brick . . .

A. Well, the other one had--each room had a teacher; there were eight

teachers.
Q. Did the principal teach, too, or do you remember?

A. That I don't remember. I don't remember who the principal was.
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Qs Okay. What did you do on the-—did you help on the farm while you
were living out there?

A. Help who?

Q. Did you help do work én the farm?

A. T was too small. Well, yes, I did. I did what I could.

Q. DBecause you were ten.

A. No, see, I was living in town when I was ten. We moved to Buffalo
from the farm when I was about six, but I can remember an incident on
the farm. We had a pastor here at Grace AME Chwrch named Reverend
Smalley, Rev. Monroe Smalley. He had a western pony.he used to drive,
See, back then the pastor of Grace AME Church was also the pastor of -
that church at Buffalo. He would drive out there. Then sometimes he
would be going someplace like Decatur, whenever he might be going, he
would leave his horse with my father on the farm and catch the inter—
urban [train] or the Wabagh, whichever——the Wabash went through there—

whichever went to where he was going.

And this one time, my sister and I had been playing, and my dad was
throwing down hay to feed the stock. And he asked my sister and I to
go drive the horses up from the pasture, which we did it, more than
likely, every evening. But this time for some reason, I ran ahead of
my sister and I got in front of this western pony. And we didn't know
that this pony didn't like boys. Because here in town Reverend Smalley
kept him in a pen there at Fourteenth and Brown, and the boys used to

come by and tease him, So when I ran up to him, he wheeled and kicked me.
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Blanche [my sister] can tell you that today.

He wheeled and kicked me, and I remember running from him about, I would
say, ten or fifteen, twenty feet before I fell., My sgister ran to me.
The horse run off ard started back, but when she ran to me the horse
run off. Thenh my dad come and got me. That's all I remember for, oh,

I'd say for four or five hours. He kicked me right along here.

Q. Were you unconscious or anything?

A. Then, &dfter that, yes. I remember, as I say, I remember the horse
kicking and I remember rumning. But I don't remember my dad plcking me
up and carrying me to the house., All I had-—and T still hawe a little
scar right along here under the heart. Now it's a 1little falnt scar
because I was about, I would say, maybe five, about five years old then.

That was a 1ittle kid.

But just the ldea was that the kids in town always teased thls pony,

and he came to hate boys. And naturally, as a horse is funny, they'll
never forget a friemd or enemy regardless., And when I come running to him,
to him I was an enemy, and he did the next best thing. But, I guess any
animal would.

Qs Any anlmal would protect itself, yes. Now, when you came to Spring-
field, what school did you attend?

A. Feitshans Grade=School. At that time it was a grade school ard a
middle school. At that time Feitshans School went from the first grade

to the eighth. See, I went there in the fifth grade.

Qe Incidentally, what was the name of the school out in Buffalo?
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Di1d it have a name?

A, It didn't have a name but just Buffalo school,

Q. Where did you live in Springfield? Where did your parents live?
A, The first place?

Q. Yes, sir,

A. At 1923 East Brown.

Q. What was that neighborhood like, Mr, Mac?

A. Well, it was mixed, like it is now. And (chuckles) that's why I
don't like a garden today. As I say, we moved in at 1923 East Brown
which was the last house on the north side of the street between
Nineteenth Street and the railroad. So my dad put a garden in that
spot. He pald a man to plow 1it; a fellow by the name of Mr.
Perdergrass did the plowing. He did the plowing. By the way, Mr.
Pendergrass, one of hls daughters lives here now. She's a Mrs,

Hilda Carter, lives out on East Stuart, I belleve it is.
Qs Is that the same one as Margaret Pendergrass?

A. No, it's the same family.

Q. Oh, but Hilda Carter 1is a daughter to this woman?

A, No, no. As I can understand, Margaret Pendergrass' father and
Hilda's father are brothers. Hilda's married to a fellow named Ivory

Carter. They have been married for years. But as I was going to say,
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her father plowed my dad's garden. My dad sowed it, planted it, and

I had to weed 1t. And now there's five houses in there in the same spot.
So you know what kind of garden I had, and he didn't want to see any
weeds in 1f, elther. Of course I appreciate 1t and the training I
received, but since I have grown and got up in years, I don't want,

ard will not work, any garden. I don't want nobody's garden?! (laughter)
Q. Did you have to harvest it, too, or just weed it, keep 1t clean?

A, No, I just kept the weeds out and things like that, you know. And
he'd get the crops out. Of course, some of them I would help him with.
And times, you know, he said, "Son, I want you to hoe"——so many rows of
whatever it might be. Wanted it weeded that day. I done it before he

got home from work.'

Q. How long did you live at this . . .

A. Let's see. We lived there, I would say, about three years. Then
we moved to 1001 South Sixteenth. We lived there three or four, then

we moved to 100] South Sixteenth.

Q. Now did they have grocery stores around the Brown Street address?

A. Oh, yes. There was two at that time. Oscar Winterrose was in
that brick building on the northeast corner, which Big Daddy's Tavern
used to be, 1801 East Brown. And George Eubanks was right across the
street on the southeast corner, which is now--of course, 1t's been
moved back a little, but now is the Corner Tavern, 1800 East Brown.

But both of those were grocery stores.

Q. Did they carry mainline supplies in the . . .
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A. Oh, yes. Just ordinary supplies, Mainline and shoestrings, even
down to socks, kids' boots—you know, 1ittle boots and things 1ike that.

It was something like a country store.
Q. Did you all buy on credit or pay cash, or how did you all . . .
A. Both., We did both.

Q. What about—-you sald your neighborhood was mixed. You didn't

have any problems with . . .

A, We never had any problem whatsoever, White lived next door to
colored. In fact, there was a white famlly next door to us. Then two
colored families, then a white family. White famlly in the front of us,
Two white families across the street from us, then a colored, then another
white, We was mixed all the way through, always has been and still

is in that nelghborhood. Same way in Buffalo. We never had a bit of

trouble,

Q. Then you left from there, Incidentally, did you have a drugstore
in the neighborhood then?

A. Yes, the closest drugstore, which is still running, is at Fifteenth

and South Grand. At that time [it was run byl a fellow named K-R-A-V-A-C-K.
He had that store even down before we came to Springfield. And after—
well, he had a daughter and his daughter died, and him and his wife

went to California. And a fellow by the name of Herter bought it.

And Herter, or the Herter family, still has it. It's at Fifteenth

ard South Grand.
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Q. You left from there, then, and you said you moved down to « «

A. Right over here, 1001 South Sixteenth Street. Then let's see, we
moved from there, T would say—because I left here in 1931—we moved
from there about 1930 and went to 1105 South Eleventh Street.

Q. Was the Sixteenth Street neighborhood mixed, also?

A, They was all of them was mixed. All this out here has always been
mixed ever since I been in Springfield., Always been mixed. And still

is,
Q. Dl1d you have a grocery store down here or did you have to use . . .

A. No. Well, as I say now, you asked agbout the drugstores. There

was a butcher shop and a grocery store right next to the drugstore run
by a man named Jake Stollis, S-T-O~I-I-I-S. He was there for years., And
that's where we bought most of our meat. On Sixteenth Street, I can't
think of the man's name, he had a grocery store right across the street
on the. . . . We was on the southwest corner; he had a store on the

northwest corner. Naturally, we traded with him some.

Now,-down here at Thirteenth and South Grand, which is now Kent's IGA.

I remember when Mr. Castor opened that store up. He opened that store
up about 1915 or 1916. When he opened that store up, it wasn't much
bigger than these two, well, those three rooms there. It was about that
long, and no wider than this, about 30 feet by 50 feet. Now it's Kent's,
Of course, now, he was there, « » . I think Kent's IGA has been in there
about three years, but 1t was Castor's for forty years or better. They

finally opened one at Eleventh and South Grand, I mean at Eleventh and
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Cook, but 1t was still Mr. Castor.
Q. In fact, they had one on North Grand . . .

A, Castor didn't have that, but Kent's IGA, see. I'm talking about that
these two stores was under Castor's name. But then when the IGA, which
is Independent Grocers' Alliance took them over, then they opened up more

stores,
Q. Now, 1105 South Eleventh Street, now, how long did you live there?

A, We moved fram there in 1934 because we took a bigger house at 1208
South Fourteenth Street. We stayed there until our mother died. After
our mother died and as us children were grown, we took another house

at 1212 [South Fourteenth] for my baby sister and her children with Dad,
because the rest of us was gone most of the time. Then we started to,
you know, to live in different places. Always before that we was pretty

much together,
Q. And you remained at this 1208 for . . .

A. See, Momma died in 1938. We took 1212, which is two doors south

on the game side of the street, in 1939. And we stayed there until

1941. Then there was nobody to hame but my baby sister and her two
children, and my dad was staying where he worked. Then she took an
apartment in the [public] housing project arnd she's been there ever since.
Her children's married now, and she's got grandchildren. (tape stopped

~and started)

Q. Did you live any other place, Mr. Mac, before you moved here?
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A, You mean in Springfield?
Qs Yes., Any other address in Springfileld?

A. No. Oh, you mean before I moved in this house. Oh, yes. Well,

I 1ived around different places after I decided to stay in town, being

as I was getting up in years then and tired of running around after I come
out of the service., I lived over in the [public housing] projects for

a whlle, about five years; I lived at Twelfth and Adams about six

years; I lived at Elghteenth and Adams six or seven yearg. I don't know

Just how long——you know how it is——until I moved here.
Q. How long have you been living here?
A. Seven years. Will be in November.

Q. Now, you sald that you, . . . I want to ask you, by the way, now, how

many brothers and sisters do you have?

A, I had one brother and I have three sisters. Our brother died in
Jammary of 1970 in Jackson, Michigan, T hawve a sister—well, my oldest
sigter lives in Chicago. I have a sister in St. Louis, and I have one

here, and myself,
Q. Your slsters, what are thelir names?

A. All right. Blanche Stevenson lives in Chicago. Florence Pool lives
in 8St. Louls and Mabel Jones llves here.

Q. What sort of work did your brother do in Michigan?

A. He was a laborer in the street department.
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Q. And what sort of work did your father do?

A. Well, after we came to Springfield, most of his work up until late
years was in janitor work—or, well, it's still called janitor—around
homes. Then at some of the factories, he was janitor, also. And then
in late years, he was a caretaker at the state police headquarters. He

Was caretaker there until he got sick.

Q. Now, I notice you said your mother died in 1938, Was a funeral and

wake any different then than they are now?
A. The who?
Q. Funeral. Having funeral services.

A, Well, the most difference then and now is that then they brought the
bodies hame, The services was the same, buf they took their bodies

home, Most of them., Of course, there was a few that didn't, but most

of them they would take them home. Now, our mother laid in our

front room, I would say, a day and a half and a night. Then they took
her from there to the church, which was just four doors. We all lived,
at that time, four doors from the church., So that was all the difference

Then than there is now.
Q. Did you all have a wake?

A. Oh, yes. We had the wake at home, see, Instead of the undertaking

parlor. We had the wake at the house.
Q. Was this an all night thing or did people . . .

R. No, not all night,





























































































































































































































































































































































