
PREFACE 

Thls manuscript was made possible by a g ~ m t  from the I l l ino i s  Bicenten- 

nial Carmission. It is the pmduct of a serfes of tape-recorded inter- 

sews conducted by Rev. N. Lo McPherson fo r  the Oral History Office during 

the swrmer of 1974. LaDonna Monge transcribed the taps; Kay Mackan 

mated and edited the transcripts. Mr.  McDaniel reviewed and amended 

the transcripts; amenwnts appear i n  footnotes. 

Omrille McDaniel was  born on September 5, 1904 at Cormland, Illinois; 

when he was four years old his fmlly moved t o  a famn north of Buffalo, 

Illinois. He started t o  grade school in Buffalo, and attended grade 

school and high school in Springfield a f t e r  his family moved there when 

he was ten yews old. M r .  McDaniel's father, Rev. To S o  McDaniel, 

was a charter member and assistant pastor of the Grace AME Church, now 

the United Methodist C W h  i n  Springfield. M r .  McDaniel attended 

that church and served as president of it 's Epworth League as a youth. 

lW. McDanLelfs fascinatingly varied employment history prior t o  1942 

includes wwk In East St. Louls, Kansas City, Memphis, Mississippi 

and Ohio, as well as Springfield. It includes experience as a bell- - 

hop and table waiter i n  Springfield hotels; chauffeuring, butler- ard 

yard work fo r  Springfield families; work i n  a s tee l  company, a paper 

mi i l l ,  warehouses and a lumber yard; work in a coal mine, on a highway 

crew, on a railroad ard on a Mississippi Mver willow boat; experience 

as an aprertment house janitor, a redcap and a hobo. 

Ih 1942 Mr.  McDaniel was 

1943. He later became a 

inducted in to  the and served un t i l  June, 

rraember of Otis B. Duncan Post 809 of the American 



Legtan In Springfield; he has served as adjutant and i s  c m n t l y  

serdor vlce ccmmder of that post. Fram 1945 t o  1967 he worked in  

mabtenance at AlHs-Chalmers i n  Springfield. He i s  presently employed 

at a liquor store near his home in Springfield. 

IW. McDanlel's ~ s c e n c e s  include his childhood, memories of his 

ac t l td t i e s  i n  the church during his youth, and his present feelings 

about religion. He  @ves his obsemrations on race relations, and rac ia l  

segregation i n  Sprhgfield theaters, restaurants and houshg. He  t e l l s  

of M s  experiences with segregation and discrimination as he worked and 

traveled in the South, and contrasts the at t i tudes of Springfleldians 

wlth those of people with whom he came i n  contact i n  the South. In 

relat ion t o  his varied employment, Mr. McDaniel expressed his sentiments 

on work and recounts his experitknces dur- the Depression. M r .  M c M e l  

recal l s  Legion ac t iv i t i e s  and discusses recent problems i n  recruiting 

new members, and expresses his feelings on w h a t  would be just treatment 

of draft evaders and deserters. 

Readers of this ora l  history memoir should bear i n  mind that it is  a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that  the hterviewer, m a t o r  and 

editor  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational s ty le  that is 

inherent i n  such historical  sources. Sangamon State University i s  

not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor fo r  vkws 

express& therein; these are fo r  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and ci ted freely. It may not be 

reproduced i n  whole or i n  part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 

without permission i n  writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 

State University, Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 



Mr.  Orville MeDaniel, May, 1974, Springfield, I l l inois.  

Rev. Negil McPherson, Intemrfewer. 

Q. Now, Mr. McDaniel, you said you are not a natlve Sprbgfieldian. 

A. No, sir. I was born In Logan County which I s  just the next 

county. I was born in the town of ComJand, Illinois. That's &bout 

twenty-five miles northeast of Springfield. 

Q. About how blg an acreage was this? 

A, Well, I really couldn't say because we l e f t  there atad went t o  

Buffalo, out i n  the country of Buffalo, when I was about I would say 

aro;und four years old. But it wasn't large, there might% been 

twenty or th i r ty  families there. It was just a l i t t l e  village, really. 

The mst thing there was a gain mill and farmers, 

Q, Now, were these black and white families? 

A. They was black and--yes, a rrdxed town or village; it was mixed. 

Everywhere ever I lived it 's been mixed families. We was always in a 

mxed neighborhood. 

Q. So, haw long dld you l ive in  Buffalo? 

A. Well, as I say, we lived i n  the vicinity of Burfalo, because we 

lived a mile and a half north of Buffalo on the farm for  about three 

years. Then we w e d  t o  Buffalo, and we l e f t  there in 1914 when I was 

ten years old and moved t o  Sprhgfield. Tn fact, rw first day of school 
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Q. Is this  the one behind hlis backyard? 

A. It wasn't In the manls backyard then, but it is m. But what I'm 

swing, when they dismantled it, he bought It as a souvenir, I guess, 

but he used It as a wo~kshop. But it was a o n e m  schoolhouse with 

approximately thirty-five children and the one teacher in that school- 

house. 

Q o  Naw, the brick school building, was that one room, too? 

A. No, the bfick school build- had two stories and that was about 

four moms t o  each story. Yes, l e t ' s  see, the l i t t l e  schoolhouse 

had two grades andl only one teacher. She'd take the grades i n  the same 

roan; first, first row, sword, second row. Now, the brick building 

had the tthlr, fowlth, f i f th ,  slxth, seventh and eighth gades. 

Which was, for back In those days, a ccunbined high school. As I 

say, when we raved t o  Springfield I was in the f i f th  @;ra.de, and my 

oldest s i s te r  was in the seventh, 

Q. So they had just one teacher then for the . . . 
A. For the small, yes, one teacher, 

Q. How many did they have for the bpick . . . 
A. Well, the other one had-each room had a teacher; there were eight 

teachers. 

Q. Did the principal teach, too, or do you remember? 

A. That I don't remember. I don't raepnber who the principal was. 



Q, Okay, What did you do on the-did you he@ on the farm while you 

were UvTng out them? 

A. Help who? 

Q. Dfd you help do work i3n the farm? 

A. I was too small. Well, yes, I did. I did w h a t  I could. 

Q. Because you were ten. 

A. No, see, I was living i n  town when I was ten, We moved to  Burfalo 

k c a n  the famn when I was about sa, but I can remniber an incident on 

the f m .  We had a pastor here a t  Grace AME Church named Reverend 

&alley, Rev. Monroe Smalley. He had a westem pony he used to  drive. 

See, back then the pastor of Grace AME: Chrch was also the pastor of 

t M t  c-ch at Buffalo. He would drive out there. Then sometimes he 

would be going saneplace like Decatur, whenever he rQht  be going, he 

would leave his horse with my father on the farm and catch the inter- 

wban [tmin] or the Wabash, whichever-the Wabash went through there-- 

whtchwer went t o  where he was going. 

Arad this one the ,  my sister ard I had been play*, and my dad was 

throwing down hay t o  feed the stock. And he asked my sis ter  and I t o  

go drive the horses up f'rm the pasture, whlch we did it, nmre than 

U e l y ,  every evening, But this time for  some reason, I ran ahead of 

sister afi I got in front of this westem pony. And we didn't know 

that this pony didn't like boys. Because here in town Reverend Smalley 

kept hlm In a pen there at Fourteenth aml Brown, ard the boys used t o  

come by and tease him. So when I ran up t o  him, he wheeled and Klckd me. 



Blanche [my sister] can t e l l  you that tcday. 

He whkled arad kicked me, and I remepnber mumfng &an him about, I would 

say, ten or  flfteen, twenty feet before I fe l l .  sister ran t o  me. 

The horse run off and started back, but when she ran t o  me the horse 

run off. Then my dad cane and got m. That's a l l  I remember for, oh, 

I td say for fwnr or five hours. He kicked me right along here. 

Q. Were you unconscious or Whing? 

A, Then, zlfter that, yes. I remember, as I say, I remember the horse 

kicking and I remember 13umirg. But I don't remember dad picking me 

up arid caurylng me to  the house. A l l  I h a d 4  I still have a l i t t l e  

scar right along here d e r  the heart. Now i t ' s  a l i t t l e  faint scar 

because I was about, I w d d  say, maybe five, about five years old then. 

That was a l i t t l e  kid. 

But Just the idea was that the kids i n  town always teased this pony, 

and he came t o  hate boys. And naturally, as a horse is fumy, they'll 

never forget a friend or enemy regardless. And when I come running to  him, 

t o  him I was an enmy, and he did the next best thing. But, I guess any 

animal would. 

Q, Any anlmalmuld protect itself, yes. Now, when you came to Spring- 

field, what school did you attend? 

A. Feitshms Grade7=School. A t  that t h e  it was a wade school ard a 

middle school. A t  that  tin^ Feitshans School went f'rcm the f i r s t  grade 

to  the elghth. See, I went there in the f i r t h  grade, 

Q. Incidentally, what was the name of the sckaool out i n  Buflalo? 



Did it have a name? 

A. It didn't have a name but jus t  Ehffalo school. 

Q. Where did you live in Springfield? Where did your parents Uve? 

A, The fks t  place? 

Q. Yes,  six. 

A. A t  1923 East Brown. 

Q. What was tha t  neighborhood like, Mr. Mac? 

A. Well, it was mixed, like it is now. And (chuckles) that 's  ww I 
don1 t Uke a garden today. A s  I say, we mved in at 1923 &st Bmwn 

W c h  was the last house on the  north side of the s t r ee t  between 

N-teenth Street  and the railroad, So my dad put a garden in that  

spot, He paid a rrm t o  plow it; a fellow by the name of Mr. 

Pedergmss did the plowing. He did the plowing, By the way, M r .  

Peradergmas, one of his daughters l ives  here now. She's a Mrs. 

Klda Carter, l ives  out on East Stuar t ,  I believe it is. 

Q. Is tha t  the  same one as Pbgare t  Pendergrass? 

A, No, Lt's the same family. 

Q. Oh, but Hilda Carter i s  a daughter t o  this woman? 

A. No, no. A s  Z can understand, Margaret Pendergrass' father  and 

mldafs father are brothers, Hilda's mid t o  a fell& namedl Ivory 

Carter. They have been married f o r  years. Eht as I was going t o  say, 
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her father  plowed my dad's garden. PQ dad sowed it, planted it, and 

I had t o  weed it. And now there's f ive houses i n  there i n  the same spot. 

So you know what kind of garden I had, and he didn't want t o  see any 

weeds i n  it, e i t h e ~ .  Of coume I appreciate it and the training I 

received, but since I have grown and got up i n  years, I don't want, 

and will not work, any garden. I don't want nobodyrs garden? (laughter) 

Q. Did you have t o  harvest it, too, o r  just  weed it, keep it clean? 

A. No, I just  kept the weeds out and things l ike  that, you know. And 

herd get the crops out. O f  course, some of them I would help him wlth. 

And t b e s ,  you know, he said, llSon, I want you t o  hoeM-so many rows of 

whatever it might be. Wanted L t  weeded that  day. I done it before he 

got home *can work. 

Q. How long did you l ive  at this . . . 
A. Let's see. We lived there, I would say, about three yews. Then 

we moved t o  1001 South Sixteenth. We lived there three o r  row, then 

w e  moved t o  1001 South Sixteenth. 

Q. Now did they have grocery stores around the Brown Street address? 

A. Oh, yes. There was two a t  tha t  t h e .  Oscar Winternose was in 

that  brick building on the northeast comer, which B i g  Daddy's Tavern 

used t o  be, 1801 Eas t  Brawn. And George Ehbanks was r ight  across the 

s t ree t  on the southeast comer, which is now-of course, i t 's been 

moved back a l i t t l e ,  but now is the Corner Tavern, 1800 East Brown. 

But both of those were grocery stores. 

Q. Did they carry mainline supplies i n  the . . . 



A. Oh, yes. Jus t  o r d m  supplies. M a h l h e  and shoestrings, even 

down t o  socks, kids' boots-you know, l i t t le  boots and things l ike  that. 

It was something like a ccuntry store. 

Q. D9d you all buy on credit  or  pay cash, o r  how did you a l l  . . . 
A. Both* We did both, 

Q. What about-you said yowl neighborhood was mixed. You U d n t t  

have any problems with . . . 
4. We never had any problem whatsoever. White lived next door t o  

colored. In fact, there was a white f d l y  next door t o  us. Then two 

colored families, then a white family. White family i n  the h n t  of us. 

TWO white families across the s t ree t  fmn us, then a colored, then another 

U t e ,  We was mixed all  the way through, always has been and still 

I s  in that  neighborhood. Same way i n  Buffalo. We never had a b i t  of 

trouble. 

Q. Then ycu left t; there, Incidentally, did you have a drugsf ore 

in the neQhborhood then? 

A. Yes, the closest drugstme, which is still running, is a t  Fifteenth 

ard South G m .  A t  that time [it was m by] a fellow named K-R-A-V-A-C-K. 

He had that  s tore even down before we came t o  Sprhgf'ield. Arad aftex- 

well, he had a daughter and his daughter died, and Nm ard his W e  

went t o  Califamia. And a fellow by the name of Herter bought it. 

And Herter, or  the Herter family, still has it. It's at Fifteenth 

and South Grand. 



Q. You l e f t  h m  there, then, and you said you moved down to . . . 
A. Right over here, 1001 South Sixteenth Street. Then l e t  s see, we 

w e d  fkrym there, I would say--because I l e f t  here i n  1931--we moved 

f'rm there about 1930 and went t o  1105 South Eleventh Street. 

Q, Waa the Sbteenth Street neighborhood rdxed, also? 

A. They was all of them was mixed. A l l  tMs out here has always been 

mixed ever since I been i n  Springfield, A l w a y s  been mlxed. And stlll 

is, 

Qo D i d  you have a grocery store down here o r  did you have to  use . . . 
A. No. Well, as I say now, you asked about the drugstores. There 

Was a butcher shop and a pocery store P W t  next to  the drugstore run 

by a man named Jake Stollis, S-T&L-L-IS. He was there for  years. And 

t h n t s  where we bought most of our meat. On Sixteenth Street, I can't 

thMr of the man's name, he had a grocery store right across the street 

on the. . . . We was on the southwest comer; he had a store on the 

northw-est comer, Naturally, we traded with lrlim some. 

Now, - down here at W e e n t h  ard South Grafid, which is now Kent1 s IGA. 

I ~ m a r & ~ e r  when Mr. Castor opened that store up. He opened that store 

up about 1915 or 1916. When he opened that store up, it wasn't much 

bigger than these two, w e l l ,  t b s e  three room there. It was about that 

long, ard no wid- than this, about 30 feet by 50 feet. Now it's Kent's. 

O f  course, now, he was there. . , . I think Kent's IGA has been in there 

about tlrree years, but it was Castor's for forty years or better. They 

finally opened one at Eleventh and South Grand, I mean a t  Eleventh and 



C&, but it was still  Mr. Castor. 

Q. In fact, they had one on North G r a n d  . . . 
A. Castor didn't hwe that, but Kent's IGA, see. I'm taUdng about that 

these two stores was under Castorts name. But then when the IGA, which 

is wependent Grocersr AlUance took them over, then they opened up more 

stores, 

Q. Now, 1105 South Eleventh Street, now, how long did you live there? 

A. We moved f'rm there i n  1934 because we took a bigger house a t  1208 

South Fourteenth Street, We stayed there unt i l  m mother died. Mter 

our mother died and as us children were gram, we took another house 

a t  1212 [South Foux+teenth] for my baby s is ter  an3 her children with Dad, 

because the rest  of us was gone most of the time. Then we started to, 

you know, t o  Ifve in different places. Always before that we was pretty 

rrazch together, 

Q, And you remind at this 1208 for . . . 
A, See, Momna died in 1938. We took 1212, which is two doors south 

on the same side of the street, In 1939. And we stayed. there u n t i l  

1941. Then there was nobdy to  bane but my baby sister and her two 

chtldren, and my dad was stay- where he worked. Then she took an 

apartment h the [publfc] housing project ard she s been there ever since. 

H e r  childrents m i e d  now, and she's got grandchildren. (tape stopped 

and started) 

Q, DLd you live any other place, Mr. Mac, before you moved here? 



A. Y o u  mean 51 Sprbgfield? 

Q, Yes, Any other addreas h Sprkgfield? 

A, No. Oh, you mean before I moved i n  thls house. Oh, yes. Well, 

1 lived wow3 different places after I: decided to stay in town, be* 

as 1 was getting up Ln years then and tFred of running around after I come 

out di7 the service. I lived over in the [public housing] projects for 

a while, about five yeam; I lived at Twelfth and Adams about six 

years; I Uved at Eighteenth a d  Adams six or seven years. I don't know 

just how long-you know how it is--until I mved here. 

Q. How long have you been living here? 

A. Seven years. W i l l  be In Novmber. 

Q. NOW, you said that you, . . . I want t o  ask you, by the way, now, how 

many brothers ard sisters do you have? 

A, I had one brother and I have three sisters. Our brother died in 

Jammy of 1970 i n  Jackeon, Mlchi@;an. I have a sister-well, my oldest 

sister lives in Chicago. I have a sister In St. Louis, and I have one 

here, ard wself . 
Q. Your slsters, what are their names? 

A. A l l  right. Blanche Stevenson lives In Chicago. Florence Pool lives 

In St. h i s  and Mabel Jones lives hwe. 

Q. What sort of work did your bmthw do in  Michigan? 

A. He was a laborer In the street department. 



Q. And what sort  of work did your father do? 

A. Well, af'ter we came to Spr%gf?i,eld, most of his work up unt i l  la te  

yews was i n  janitor mrk-or, well, it 's still  called j a n i t o r - a r o d  

homes. Then a t  some of the factories, he was janitor, also. And then 

in h t e  years, he was a caretaker a t  the state police headquarters. He  

Ws caretaker there unt i l  he got sick. 

Q. Now, I notice you said your mother died in 1938. Was a fhneral and 

wake any different then than they ase now? 

A. The who? 

Q. Fheral. Having h e r a l  services. 

A. Well, the most difference then and now is that then they brought the 

bodies hme. The services was the same, but they took their bodies 

home. Mast of thm. Of course, there was a few that didn't, but most 

of than they would take than home. Now, our mother laid in our 

front mom, I would say, a day and a half d a night. Then they took 

her fkom there to  the church, which was just four doors. We all lived, 

at tbt t-, four doors f i a n  the c b c h .  So that was all the difference 

then than there is now. 

Q. Did you a l l  have a wake? 

A. Oh, yes. We had the wake at hame, see, Fnstead of the utzder tddrg  

parlor. We had the wake a t  the house. 

Q. Was this an all night thing or did people . . . 
. No, not al l  night. 








































































































































































































































